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he parade turned down the main street of 
Nikolsburg, heading for the rav’s residence. 
The joy in the air was palpable. The new rav 
had arrived!

The community members danced in front 
of the special carriage they had hired for the occasion. 
Young and old rejoiced as one. The town was so lucky to 
have the great Rav Shmelke, who would now be called 
Rav Shmelke of Nikolsburg, serve as their rav.
The procession arrived at the home the community 
owned and maintained for its rav. The house stood 
ready and waiting for its new, distinguished resident. 
The leaders of the community entered the building 
to serve as a welcoming party, and soon Rav Shmelke 
himself disembarked from the carriage and entered the 
home.
The small but tasteful house was filled with the most 
honored guests from the community and surrounding 
towns. Each greeted Rav Shmelke with great honor and 
deference, welcoming him to the city.
After a few minutes, Rav Shmelke held up a hand, and 
a hush fell over the crowd. The new rav wanted to say 
something!

“Thank you all, honored guests,” 
Rav Shmelke said. “I am 

humbled by your 
greetings and wel-

come. But now, 
I ask the as-

semblage to 
disperse. I 
would like 
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Which avodos require an animal that never 
worked or wore a yoke?

Which parshiyos from Shemos through the 
end of the Torah do not contain Moshe’s name 
(five)? Why do the mefarshim make a big deal 
out of one of them but ignore the other four 
(which are all in a row!)?

When Klal Yisrael did something that sounds 
like a mitzvah in this parshah, they were 
scolded by a navi. Which one? Why?
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Answers to this week’s riddles will appear in next week’s issue.

Parshah riddles

Ge
ma

tr
ia ָ  ּתִָמים ּתְִהיֶה עִם ה’ ֱאלֹקיך

“You shall be pure with Hashem, your G-d” (Devarim 18:13).

ּתִָמים ּתְִהיֶה= 910 = תשרי 
The Torah is reminding us: do teshuvah now, during 
Elul, so that you will be pure when you get to Tishrei, 
which is coming quickly! 

(Rabbeinu Efraim)

DVAR TORAH IN A STORY >>

Welcoming the Wall
 לְבִלְּתִי רוּם לְבָבוֹ ֵמֶאָחיו,

“So that his heart not become haughtier than his 
brothers...” (Devarim 17:20)



The chain of neviim and lead-
ers will remain unbroken. Be-

fore one manhig is taken from 
Klal Yisrael, there will be another already 
there. They are all part of the chain begun 
by Moshe and are as if Moshe himself is 
leading us in every generation.

Cholent Story
A story told in parts, designed to get children to come back 
to the table for the main dish!

DVAR TORAH >>

Litvak,  
Chassid, 
Sephardi
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Three different angles on a dvar Torah, one each 
from Litvish, Chassidic, and Sephardic sources. 
Can be split between the three seudos.

ָ ְרּבְךָ ֵמַאֶחיךָ ּכָמֹנִי יִָקים לְךָ ה’ ֱאלֹקיך  נָבִיא ִמּקִ
ָמעוּן ֵאלָיו ּתִׁשְ

“A navi from among you, from your broth-
ers, like me, will be set up for you by Hash-
em; listen to him” (Devarim 18:15).

How could Moshe tell us that there 
will be another navi “like him”? One 

of the 13 Ikrim is that there will never 
be a navi equal to Moshe!

Rabbeinu Bachya: 

Chut shel Chessed: 

Rav Moshe Sternbuch: 
Moshe means that there will be 

a navi who prophesies from kedu-
shah, not from tumah. He is also teaching 
the halachos that are required of a navi 
(see Rambam, Yesodei Hatorah 7): like 
Moshe, a navi must be wise, knowledge-
able, in total control of his middos, parush 
from the nonsense with which regular 
people are involved...
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   SERIAL >>  Chapter 10

ebbetzin Elke Eibschutz prepared a small glass of tea and sat down to 
read her chizuk sefer. She would read a page or two, as usual, before 
turning in for the night.

A loud pounding on the door startled her. Who could that be? Should 
she open the door? She wasn’t expecting anyone.

The hammering on the door came again, urgent and insistent. Maybe someone 
needed help? On the other hand, maybe it was a troublemaker? Strange things 
had been going on in Hamburg recently.
The banging intensified. “Open up!” a voice shouted. “I’m a friend of your hus-
band! I need help!”
Nervously, Elke peeked through the curtains. A strangely dressed man stood at 
the door. He had a frightened look on his face, and he did not look Jewish.
“Please! It’s an emergency! I won’t hurt you!”
Elke chained the door and opened it a crack. The man at the door was dressed in 
a long, black church cloak, and he had a wild and disheveled look about him. He 
seemed more scared than threatening.
“Your husband! Rabbiner Eibschutz! Where is he?”
“I’m sorry, he is not home. Perhaps I can help you?”
“I must speak to him! Urgently! When will he return? Where can I find him?”
“He traveled out of town and will not be back for a few days,” Elke said. “What is 
the trouble?”
“I have come to return your three thousand gold thaler!” Thomas said, for it was 
he.
“Three thousand... What are you talking about?”
“Don’t you know? Your husband gave me three thousand gold thaler to free his 
friend from the dungeon. Such devotion to another person I have never seen!”
Elke offered a silent thank-you to Hashem for her tzaddik of a husband and for 
His hashgachah which had allowed them to do the mitzvah of pidyon shevuyim 
without losing the dowry.
“Why are you returning it?” she asked.
“The church monks are after me. I must flee for my life, and I cannot take it with 
me. I am returning the money—your husband deserves to have it back. What an 
honorable man he is! I am privileged to have met him.
“I am also leaving this suitcase in your care. It contains hundreds of jewels, gold 
and silver ornaments, and precious vessels that I ‘taxed’ from the church over 
the past forty years. There is no one I trust in this town more than Rabbiner Eib-
schutz! I know he will keep it safe for me until I return. And if something hap-
pens to me...there is no better place for this money than with someone who is not 
impressed by it!”
With that, Thomas turned and dashed off the front porch, disappearing into the 
night. A suitcase remained on the porch.
When the street was empty, Elke unchained the door and lugged the heavy case 
into her home. She carefully locked the door and opened the case.
A bag filled with the 3,000-thaler dowry lay on top of a huge collection of shining 
precious stones, rings, and trinkets.

R
Recap: Thomas the church guard flees for his life, taking a large suitcase filled with treasures with him.

Moshe is hinting to Yeshayahu 
Hanavi, who was “like Moshe” 

in the sense that both had coals in their 
mouth. Yeshayahu had a coal from the Miz-
be’ach placed on his lip in his first nevuah. 
Moshe also had a coal in his mouth, when 
Pharaoh tested him to see if he knew the 
difference between gold and coals. Yesha-
yahu was killed by King Menasheh. Moshe 
here is telling Klal Yisrael not to kill him, 
but to listen to him.

TO BE CONTINUED....



Personal 
growth 
avodah of 
the week

This section views the procession of 
parshiyos and Yamim Tovim as a ladder 
for personal growth. It identifies a theme in 
the parshah and a related area that needs 
growth, and assigns a weekly mission based 
upon it.

PARSHAH SUMMARY

Many of the mitzvos in Parshas Shoftim center on leaders and people in 
positions of leadership.
The parshah contains many instructions for or about judges, kohanim, 
chachamim, kings, neviim, generals, town leaders, and elders. It also 
refers to mistakes and aveiros people can do in such positions, such as 
aveiros of kings, false prophets, the zakein mamrei, witches and kishuf 
makers, corrupt judges, and failing to care for one’s constituents.
The parshah teaches about judges’ responsibility to judge fairly, not take 
bribes, and investigate properly. Kohanim need to serve properly and not 
take a portion of land. Chachamim should be followed even when one is 
sure they are wrong, and one who refuses to accept a psak will be pun-
ished. Kings must be humble, have minimal wives and horses, and car-
ry a Sefer Torah at all times. Klal Yisrael should choose true neviim, not 
false ones, and not consult any people who use ko’ach hatumah. Generals 
should send home anyone who is afraid or has a reason to skip a war.
The parshah ends with the mitzvah of eglah arufah, meant to atone for 
the sins of the town elders.

AVODAH FOR THIS WEEK:

Answers to last week's riddles:
1. In which two places in the Torah do the parshah of עבד עברי appear? Re’eh and the beginning of Mishpatim. In 

which two places in the Torah do the words עברי עבד appear (hint: only one of the above)? Mishpatim and regard-
ing Yosef in the house of Potifar: ַו ֵּבַדְּת ָלֵא ר ַּכ וי ּד ְ ָב ֶּלֵאָה םיִר ֵל ה ֹמא ָּב ר ַלֵא א ֶעָה י ֶב ִעָה ד ְב .יִר

2. Can you find three words in a row that begin with the same two letters? Can you find five out of six consecutive words 
that end with the same two letters? 

3. The parshah tells us that it is forbidden to bring a korban anywhere outside the Beis Hamikdash. Which navi did offer 
a Korban Olah outside the Beis Hamikdash while it was standing? Eliyahu Hanavi, on Har Hacarmel. Why was he 
allowed to do so? Eliyahu created a special hora’as sha’ah for the sake of making a special kiddush Hashem. 
Extra credit: Can you find a hint to his action in the pasuk? In the pasuk that forbids bamos, the final letters of 
the words עלתיך בכל מקום אשר תראה spell הכרמל, and the word בכל is the same gematria as אליהו.

1.

2.

3.
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ַדבֵּר ֵאלָיו כְַּדּבִָרים ָהֵאלֶּה לֵאמֹר בָּא ֵאלַי ָהעֶבֶד ָהעִבְִרי .וְַתּ

ה ָתבִיאוּ ...ֶאְתכֶם עוֹלֵֹתיכֶם וְזִבְֵחיכֶם ַמעְְשׂרֵֹתיכֶם וְּתֻרַמת יְֶדכֶם )יב:יא.) לְַשׁכֵּן ְשׁמוֹ ָשׁם ָשָׁמּ
and ם וּבְנֵיכֶם וּבְנֵֹתיכֶם וְעַבְֵדיכֶם וְַאְמהֵֹתיכֶם... )יב:יב)  ֱאלֵֹהיכֶם ַאֶתּ

1. We are at beginning of the month of Elul (Sephardim begin Selichot to-
night!) and are looking for ways to jump-start our teshuvah process. A 
great way to do that is to have a close relationship with a rebbi or rav. 
Make a point of consulting a chashuve person on an important topic at 
least three times this week, even if just for the sake of the relationship.

2. The time for cheshbon hanefesh for the year is upon us. Make sure to take 
time this week to sit alone and take stock of how the year went from a 
spiritual perspective.



one hour alone in this house.”
A murmur swept through the crowd. It was a bit of a strange 
request, but certainly, they would honor it. Quickly, everyone 
headed for the exit, leaving the house empty.
Well, almost empty.
There’s always one wise guy. In Nikolsburg, that was Leibush 
the baker. He had to know what the new rav was going to do in 
hisbodedus! He quickly hid in an empty closet.
As soon as the door closed, Rav Shmelke pulled a chair over to 
a wall and sat, his face to the wall. Leibush watched curiously 
through a gap in the closet doors.
The new rav began speaking. Leibush gasped. He was talking 
to the walls! He strained to hear what the Rav was saying.
“Shalom aleichim, rav of Nikolsburg!” the Rav was saying. 
“What an honor, great rav! Baruch haba, Av Beis Din!”
Leibush couldn’t believe his curious ears. The Rav was greet-
ing himself, like a crazy person!
“Welcome, our master and teacher! Come in peace, rabbeinu 
hagadol!” the Rav continued.
Leibush couldn’t contain himself. He slipped out of the closet, 
tiptoed out of the house, and ran down the street, yelling like a 
mushegener himself.
Leibush ran all the way to the shul, where he burst into a meet-
ing of the community leaders. “The Rav!” he gasped, out of 
breath. “He’s...he’s…talking to himself, like a...like a nut!”
After admonishing him for eavesdropping, the leaders, be-
mused and a bit uneasy at Leibush’s report, decided to go to 
the Rav’s house to see for themselves.
A delegation of respected community leaders headed back to 
the Rav’s house and sneaked quietly inside. Sure enough, there 
was the Rav, sitting in a chair inches from the wall, intently 
greeting no one!
“What a kavod it is to have you, Rav Shmelke!” he was saying. 
“You bring great honor to our city!”
It was bizarre!
The men knew they needed an explanation. The president of 
the shul took a deep breath, stepped forward, and cleared his 
throat loudly.
Rav Shmelke turned away from the wall with a pleasant smile. 
“Yes?”
“Would the Rav be so kind as to...explain this unusual, um...
avodah?”
“Certainly,” the Rav said, apparently unperturbed. “Chazal tell 
us that one should treat his friend’s honor as his own. Now, one 
may ask, is that really a good idea? You are allowed to be rude 
to yourself, but obviously, you can’t be rude to others.
“I think Chazal may mean the following: treat your friend’s 
honor, meaning, the honor your fellow shows you—as your 
own—as if it was coming from yourself. Obviously, giving your-
self kavod is silly and ridiculous. View kavod you get from oth-
ers in the same way!
“When I was greeted so nicely here in Nikolsburg, I began to 
feel a bit of gaavah creeping into my heart. The Torah tells us 
that is a terrible thing! So in order to combat it, I sat here and 
told myself everything I had heard today, over and over again. 
It sounded silly coming from myself, and I convinced myself 
that all the honor really is silly nonsense!”

>> CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Haftorah summary
Speaking in first person, Hashem encourages the people to 
emerge from the culture of fear and suffering to which they 
have grown accustomed. He compares the people to some-
one drunk with misery and suffering who cannot conceive 
of better times. Hashem describes His power and will to 
save us and urges us not to fear and to leave our pain behind. 
Many phrases from Lecha Dodi are taken from this hafto-
rah. The selection ends by describing the moment in which 
the ultimate geulah will be announced.

Connection to the parshah:
Just as the parshah encourages Klal Yisrael not to fear 
in war, the haftorah tells us not to fear. The haftorah also 
speaks of the need for leadership in exile, a theme in the 
parshah (see “Litvak, Chassid, Sephardi”), and the need to 
distance ourselves from the corrupt environment in which 
we live.

Ripped from the headlines:
The deterioration of today’s society, in part due to misguid-
ed public leadership, has accelerated dramatically in recent 
months. Some see it as a cause for fear; others think it her-
alds Mashiach’s arrival—but one thing is certain: Hashem 
controls mankind’s ultimate destiny.
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Haftorah from 
the headlines

Did you notice that the story of the haftorah, besides relating to the depth of 
the parshah or day, usually sounds like it is right out of current events?

This week’s haftorah is the fourth of the seven 
Haftaros of Consolation. Hashem no longer sends 
neviim to console Klal Yisrael, but comes to do so 
Himself.
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Halachah
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According to a large majority 
of poskim, the Torah prohibits 
destroying fruit-bearing trees, 
whether in Eretz Yisrael or chutz 
laAretz. The Chinuch describes the 
mitzvah as a way to teach ourselves 
to be good, constructive people, but 
Rav Yehudah Hachassid attributes 
it to a danger, rooted in the spiri-
tual world, inherent in destroying 
fruit trees. In Bava Kamma 91b, 
Rav Chanina reports that his son 
died because he cut down a fig tree. 
The Gemara says that one who cuts 
fruit trees will not see a good sign 
all his life. Rav Yaakov Emden and 
Rav Yehudah Hachassid’s will in-
dicate that due to the danger, one 
should not cut one down even in 
situations in which it is permitted 
to do so. Many rule that one need 
not be concerned with such danger, 
but some are careful to sell the tree 
and its land to a non-Jew.

ֶדה ָ ִחית ֶאת עֵצָּה...ּכִי ָהָאָדם עֵץ ַהׂשּ  לֹא ַתׁשְ
“Do not destroy its trees... For man is the tree of the field” (Devarim 20:19).

The prohibition Prohibited
trees

The issur applies only to hala-
chic trees (at least a foot tall) 
which bear edible fruit, defined 
by Rav Dovid Feinstein as com-
monly sold in stores. Trees that 
do not yet bear fruit may not 
be cut, but trees that no lon-
ger bear fruit may be removed. 
Trees that produce a crop that 
is too small to be useful, tastes 
badly, or is consistently wormy 
may be cut down. Branches 
bearing fruit may be trimmed 
or cut for schach. Ownerless 
trees may not be cut. Rav Ye-
hudah Hachassid writes that a 
tree that produces two yearly 
crops should be destroyed.

A fruit tree 
may be re-
moved for 
a mitzvah, 
such as to 
make room to 
build a shul or mikvah or to make a 
cemetery. A tree that is in danger of 
falling on someone may be removed, 
as may a tree causing damage with 
its growth or roots. Some include 
excessive shade or blocking light in 
that category. Some poskim allow a 
fruit tree to be cut in order to make 
room for any building project, oth-
ers allow new construction but not 
extensions, and some allow neither.

The last word
A one-liner worth 

remembering

"I don"t have to attend every 
argument to which I'm invited."

Would you like to dedicate or sponsor an issue of Circle Time: At Your Shabbos Table? Contact circletime@circmag.com.

What are some halachos of cutting 
down fruit trees?

Permissible
purposes


