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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A ‘TORAH” DAY

Coronavirus: Relevant Halachos in These Trying Times (23)
Splitting Our_School Minyan: Correction. Last week we
discussed the case of a school minyan which for Health Board
reasons was forced to split up the older minyan of Bar Mitzvah
boys into one room and the younger grades into a nearby room
down the hall. We mistakenly said that the Chazan can stand in
the hall to help the other boys hear well. We have concluded that
that was not correct because the Shulchan Aruch () says that
the Chazan must be where the minyan is, in the same room. The
Mishna Berura ) adds that even now when we are all fluent in
prayer and the Chazan is not being motzie anybody,
nevertheless the Chazan must be with ten in the same room.
Blowing Shofar With a Mask Over the Shofar. Question: In
some places where catching the virus is still a big issue, the
following has been suggested: Since air is blown through the
Shofar, perhaps I should place a mask over the Shofar? Is that
valid or even permitted?

Answer: In order to reply, I first experimented with a light mask
and the sound of the Shofar did not change at all. However, even
if the sound would be a bit muffled or dulled it would still seem
to be valid. This is not similar to the case mentioned in
Shulchan Aruch ) where a silver-plated Shofar is posul if the
plating changes the sound of the Shofar. There, the silver part of
the Shofar is joined with the actual Shofar and produces some
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difference in the sound, so the sound is not all coming from the
ram’s horn, but partially from the silver as well. However, in the
case of the mask over the Shofar, the mask isn’t part of the
Shofar at all. It is no different than a curtain which muffles one’s
voice a bit to a listener on the other side of the curtain, and thus
he is yorzei. This case is similar to that and it is valid.

Purchasing a Lulav and Esrog this Year. Question: The
health experts continue to urge us to maintain social distancing
standards in public. Thus, the following has been questioned and
discussed. On a normal year, buying a Lulav and Esrog is a
public event. But this year, the crowding of many people in small
places, crowded around tables of Lulavim and Esrogim is of
grave concern to many. Also, the fact that many people often
handle these items before choosing what to buy might also not be
desirable. What should be done this year?

Answer: One dealer has suggested that each seller should hire a
Rav or a qualified person who knows the subject well to pick out
sets that are “Kosher I’chatchila to make a beracha on.” The
seller can then grade them into three levels of beauty for pricing,
and when the buyers come in, they can quickly choose a set
knowing that it is kosher, and knowing that it wasn’t touched by
many people. Truthfully, this might even be a good suggestion
for other years too, as it would save much time and aggravation
from the many who don’t know what to look for.
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OV PN FMITS SMBSRAT A 523 1en M3 93 nan "~ Here's an interesting shaila for you. May one W|nd his (working) wristwatch on
mav What does this have to do with 2y you might ask? Read on...The y"w [25 n"N) says if the am> of one’s Tefillin are fading, as long as
they are still recognizable, a 19vo may write over it & it is not a problem of Y1793 Now nama. The 9"v9nm explains that since the underlying
anois still there & the new writing is only to prolong & be o»p1 the original print, it is not considered new & therefore not a problem. He adds
that we see the same idea from our Gemara, just like ¥ N1 »13 9y NN - the top one is irrelevant at the time of its placement, but once the
bottom nxnin sinks, the top is good, so too, our writing, even after the underlying ink fades completely, the top layer is not pasul.
Back to our watch. Some Poskim want to say [n- n" i #25] since the watch is working, winding it is not considered xom ypmn. So, just
like the second layer of ink [»1]is a owp for the future, even though it will help for the future, now it is not considered a viable action [now2] &
not considered written out of order, winding the watch, that will help it last longer should not be an issue. HOWEVER, the 2" Do "o 'nHv]
paskens that winding a watch (even while it's working) is assur on Shabbos. See nnabn> mw nnw [nw] who expounds on why this is not
permitted. In 7w NN [p 2 pon] R' Shlomo Zalman zt* discusses changing the 'time‘ on a working watch, which is permissible v"y.
e é'mm ﬂ.‘,ﬂ N&ﬂ Y0P (3) N OV (2) P03 NN (1)

R’ Tzaddok Hakohen of Lublin z¢”I (Pri Tzaddik) would say:

“IININA NN IWN DTN I D TPWRIN INPYY - In the entire parsha of Bikkurim and Viduy, we do not find the letter 'o'
present anywhere, which represents the Satan (9Nn®). This is because this parsha is comparable to a son speaking and
pleading with his father. Fortunately, the Satan cannot interfere during such a tender and emotional period of time.”

Rabbeinu Shimshon of Ostropolye z#’l (Nitzotzei Shimshon) would say:

“"N N2YIN NIDM S NUY WK WD NN - This is the only curse about which the Torah uses the future tense (nww). All
the other curses enumerated in the Tochacha are said in the present tense. The reason is that when it comes to idolatry,
thought is considered the same as action. Planning to make an idol is thus just as contemptible as actually making one.”

A Wise Man once said:
“Better to write for yourself and have no public, than write for the public and have no self.”
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The Gemara recounts how the Sages told R’ Zeira, “One should always reject with the left hand and embrace with the
right.” (Sota 47b). R’ Zeira, however, preferred to focus on the sin, not the sinner. He had faith that even a hard-core sinner,
even a hoodlum who is wicked towards G-d and wicked towards people, has a very positive seed hidden away in his soul,
which over time can eventually overpower all evil and hooliganism. The Gemara (Sanhedrin 37b) quotes Reish Lakish who
taught, “Even the empty among you are as full of virtuous deeds as a pomegranate.” R’ Zeira went even further and deduced
the notion of highlighting the positive even in negative people, from the following posuk: “And he (Yitzchok) smelled the
pleasant aroma of his garments,” (Bereishis 27:27) - do not read it ‘Garments’ (»7)2) but rather “Traitors’ (wTx2).”

No one should paint gangsters as heroes. They are lawless people who commit crimes and heinous acts of evil. There are
few excuses for the behavior of the “Jewish Mob” back in the 1920’s and 1930’s. The best known Jewish gangsters - Meyer
Lansky, Bugsy Siegel and David Berman - were involved in many illegal schemes including numbers rackets, gambling and
loan sharking, etc. Jewish mobsters were a snapshot in time (1920s and 1930s) and did not continue their “legacy” after that
one period, while Italian (and other) gangsters were known to have handed their “profession” to each succeeding generation.

But they were good for one thing: protecting other Jews. During the rise of American Nazism in the 1930’s and when the
State of Israel was being founded between 1945 and 1948, they proved to be staunch defenders of the Jewish people. Perhaps it
was their one redeeming quality, the Jewish spark that remained in their souls. None of these men were religiously observant.
They rarely attended services, although they did support congregations financially. They did not keep kosher or send their
children to Jewish day schools. However, at crucial moments they protected other Jews, in America and around the world.

The 1930s were a period of rampant anti-Semitism in America, particularly in the Midwest. Father Coughlin, the Radio
Priest in Detroit, and William Pelley of Minneapolis, among others, openly called for Jews to be driven from positions of
responsibility, if not from the country itself. Organized Brown Shirts in New York and Silver Shirts in Minneapolis outraged
and terrorized American Jewry. While the older and more respectable Jewish organizations pondered a response that would
not alienate non-Jewish supporters, others took matters into their own hands. German-American Bund rallies in the New
York City area posed a dilemma for mainstream Jewish leaders. They wanted the rallies stopped, but had no legal grounds on
which to do so. Finally, a Jewish State Judge by the name of Perlman managed to get a message to Meyer Lansky asking him
to disrupt the Bund rallies, with the proviso that Lansky’s henchmen stop short of killing anyone. Enthusiastic for the
assignment, Lansky accepted all of Perlman’s terms except one: he would take no money for the work. Lansky was quoted as
saying, “I am a Jew and felt for those Jews in Europe who are suffering. They are still my brothers....”

For months, Lansky’s men effectively broke up one Nazi rally after another. American Nazi arms, legs and ribs were
broken and skulls were cracked, but no one died. At one Brown Shirt rally in the Yorkville section of Manhattan, the stage
was decorated with a swastika and a picture of Hitler ym ”s. The speakers started ranting. There were only fifteen of Lansky’s
men, but they jumped into action, throwing people out of the windows, chasing and beating them up. Most of the Nazis
panicked and ran out. “We wanted to show them that Jews would not always sit back and accept insults,” said Lansky.

In Minneapolis, William Pelley, a fascist political activist, organized a Silver Shirt Legion to “rescue” America from an
imaginary Jewish-Communist conspiracy. When David Berman, the local gambling “Czar” learned of a rally at a nearby lodge,
he brought his men along. When Pelley called for all the Jews in the city to be expelled, Berman and his associates burst into the
room and started cracking heads. After ten minutes, they emptied the hall. His suit stained with blood, Berman took the

microphone and announced, “This is a warning. Anybody who says or does anything to harm Jews gets the same treatment. Only
next time it will be worse,” After Berman broke up two more rallies, there were no more public fascist meetings in Minneapolis.
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In the sixth Haftorah of consolation, Yeshaya HaNavi
glowingly describes what will unfold during the redemption.
He says: “Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory
of Hashem has shone on you.” While it’s a great comfort to
know that Hashem will shine His glory upon us during those
times, is it not a given that when shined upon by Hashem a
person will automatically project that shine unto others?

R’ Moshe Teitelbaum z¢”l (Yismach Moshe) explains
that Shlomo Hamelech summed up the relationship we have
with Hashem in the all-important lesson of "0~ 1w) N " -
“the lamp of Hashem is man’s soul” (Mishlei 20:27). Each

person carries a heavenly spark within him which is not
only meant to serve as his moral compass, but also as his
goal and purpose in life. The Jewish soul always yearns to
be close to Hakadosh Boruch Hu, but it is a person’s choice
to allow that spark to ignite or disallow it. Although
Yeshaya HaNavi notes that Klal Yisroel’s “light has come”
- it is up to each and every person on an individual level to
choose how and where he will project that unique light.

In our socially collapsing world, being “the light unto the
Nations” is not only a Jewish mantra, rather it is our creed
and mission for restoring morality in the world, and it is
incumbent upon us to take Hashem’s light that He embedded
in our souls and project it to the four corners of the globe.
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The Torah clearly states that when the Jewish people cross the Yarden, the Jordan river, and enter into Eretz Yisroel,
they are commanded to erect 12 large stones and inscribe the words of the Torah on those stones in all 70 languages. What
was the significance of that commandment - and why specifically at that time and place?

My machshava here is as follows. As they embarked on the final leg of their journey to Canaan, Klal Yisroel had to
have known that their right to this land was dependent on their adherence to the Torah. Eretz Yisroel is a fundamental part
of the Torah. They must go together hand in hand. Every single Jew must know this, which is why it was necessary to
codify it and set it into stone. The nations of the world realize this concept too. They know how important the Torah is to
the Jewish Nation and how our portion in the Holy Land is connected to it. That is perhaps another reason why the mezuza
is placed on the doorpost. To remind us that as we enter our homes and places of business, they must be run al pi haTorah.

The question though is, how could they have managed to fit the Torah in its entirety on 12 stones? The Ramban says
that either they were massive stones or it was a miracle. My machshava is that to write or know the whole Torah is beyond
normal human capacity. But Hashem says, “You must try - make the effort - and I will make a miracle for you. Just as the

entire Torah was able to fit on 12 stones in the midbar, so too, it will fit into your hearts and minds.”

So, as the new year approaches, let’s do our very best. Let’s make that effort that Hashem wants to see in us. Committing
our homes and lives to Torah, and allowing Hashem to do the rest - even if it takes a nes. As the Tur says with regard to our
judgment on Rosh Hashana: We are confident that Hashem will perform a nes and grant us all a D2 NHNM NNO.
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om: R’ Yechezkel Grubner z¢”I once wrote a shaila to R
Moshe Feinstein z¢”l asking about the source of fasting if
one dropped a Sefer Torah. He quoted the Shu’t Imrei Eish:
Chazal (Yerushalmi Sotah 7:4) understand the posuk, “Asher
lo yakum es divrei haTorah hazos” as referring to a gabbai
who didn’t make sure that a sefer Torah was properly
protected from falling. Could this be the source for everyone?
R’ Moshe responded that although this is a nice source, it
would mean that only the person from whose hands the
Torah fell would have to fast, not the gabbai. In the end, R’
Moshe ruled that it is a minhag - not a halacha - and his
source is a Gemara in Moed Katan (26a), ¢'»y.
R’ Elchanan Wasserman z¢”I would relate that people
are so afraid of dropping a Sefer Torah and thus, it is quite an

uncommon occurrence. However, he decries those people
who are not careful in other ways. Once, when the Netziv, R’
Naftoli Tzvi Yehuda Berlin zt”’l, was carrying a Sefer Torah
to the Bima in Yeshivas Volozhin, he slipped and fell to the
ground along with the Sefer Torah. While everyone hurriedly
ran to pick up the Sefer Torah first, R’ Itzele of Volozhin
zt”’l began to yell that the Nezziv himself must be picked up
first because he is a living Sefer Torah. Concludes R’
Elchanan, we must be equally afraid of harming living Sifrei
Torah as much as dropping an actual Sefer Torah.

Ywm3: Our Gedolim, Rabbanim and Torah scholars are todays
version of “living Sifrei Torah” for they contain the wisdom
and holy knowledge of the Torah, and they teach the rest of
us by the way they live and conduct themselves. We must
show them respect and adoration, just as we would an actual
Sefer Torah, for in many ways, they are one and the same.
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Why do curses come on Klal Yisroel? Is it because Hashem wishes to punish us? When we go against His will, does He get
angry that we did not listen to Him? Surely this is not what a loving Father would do? So how can we understand all the terrible

curses in the parsha? And how can we comprehend all the horrible suffering we have endured throughout the galus, and now,
during this scary and difficult Corona period? The answer is the same throughout the ages. Hashem wants to give us a good life.
An eternal life. He is looking at our FOREVER. He tries to urge us to lead a spiritual life and not get caught up in the physical
nonsense of this world. Hashem gives us at most 120 years in this world to get it right. Our negative actions have repercussions.

The curses that are outlined in the Torah are direct consequences of our deeds. We are causing these things to happen to us
by not following the ways of Torah. When we have tzaar, pain and anguish, it is a RED LIGHT. The letters of "ys" can be
rearranged to spell "8y" - stop. Hashem is telling us to stop and recalculate. It is a red light. We must stop and ask ourselves:
what did I do that made the light go on? It is like the game children play where they have to lead a metal hook along a twisted
metal wire. Whenever they get too close to the wire, a light flashes, and whenever they actually touch the wire, a loud buzzer
sounds. The loud noise is not a punishment. It is the outcome of touching metal to metal. It is a warning to stay away.

To be an Adam Shalem and to receive a truly good life in the real world, a person has to get through this maze called Olam
Hazeh by following the path of Torah. Every time we veer off the path and sin, or choose to focus our energy on this transient
world, Hashem sends us a flashing light or a loud buzzer. He sends us problems, troubles, difficulties that are meant to get us
back on track. It is not a punishment from an angry G-d because we are not doing His will. It is a consequence of our own
actions. It is a nudge in the right direction from a Father who truly loves us and wants to give us what He knows is truly good.
To us the “curses” may seem harsh. But that is only for us to understand how the true rewards of our deeds are so so wonderful.




