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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

. Rabbi Avi Berman
. Executive Director,
: OU Israel

One of the reasons my wife
and I decided to move to Givat Zeév 15
years ago is the diversity of the commu-
nity. On a typical Shabbat, I daven at an
Ashkenazi shul that also has Sefardim,
Persians and Morrocans. This inspires
us and helps us set an example for our
children that it’s important to love each
and every Jew despite their background.

Interestingly, while we all daven together
during the year, during the Yamim
Noraim the Sefardim pick up and leave
because we continue davening nusach
Ashkenaz. There is something about the
tefilot of Elul (Selichot, Rosh Hoshana
and Yom Kippur) which gives us a pull to
want to daven the same words and tunes
that our parents, grandparents and great
grandparents did.

Therefore, this year caused great

18th yahrzeit of our beloved
Yoni Jesner 170

We will visit his grave on Erev Succot
Friday, October 2nd - 10:00am
Har HaMenuchot - follow Route 9 to end -
Section N7

Yoni - We miss you so much!

questions. We have been davening
outside in minyanim nearest to our
houses, rather than with people who
share the same nusach. Since March,
my boys and I along with some of our
neighbors have had the zechut of helping
make a minyan in our yard for a neighbor
who is unfortunately not well and saying
kaddish for his father z”l. He happens
to be Persian while the other neighbors
davening in our minyan are Morrocan.

Before Rosh Hashana I spoke to many
friends and rabbis about how to proceed
with our davening this year. In the end,
we davened Ashkenaz for Shacharit and
Sefardic for Musaf on day 1 and swapped
that order on day 2. Throughout the
davening, I heard Shofar blowing and
chazanim from multiple minyanim in
the neighborhood. It was a beautiful
mix of customs from so many different
Jewish heritages.

The first night of Rosh Hashana I shared a
beautiful thought from a letter written by
Rav Eyal Vered about corona and how it
caused us to open our eyes and see things
differently. I kept thinking of the miracle
of modern Israel. Over the past hundreds
of years Hashem has been fulfilling the
prophecies of kibbutz galuyot from all
corners of the world. Did Hashem bring
us all together to daven in separate
minyanim? Corona is causing us to break
down these barriers and come together.
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This past week OU Israel had the Zechut
of welcoming thousands of Jews from all
over the world to learn Torah during our
second annual Torah Yerushalayim in
loving memory of David & Norma Fund
Z”’L. We were joined by Jews in Israel,
N. America, the UK, Australia and even
Dubai. Our backgrounds don’t matter,
we are all inspired by the holy Torah.

As we are about to enter Yom Kippur,
we are thinking about Jews who are in
need. Unfortunately, this year many of
us know more people who have been
hit hard financially and need our help
as we enter 5781. In addition to helping
those in need of physical sustenance, I
hope those of you who are in a position
to help also open your hearts to those in
need of spiritual sustenance. Whether
you relate more to sponsoring Torah
at the OU Israel Center or helping at-
risk teens through our Zula and OU
Israel Youth Centers, please consider
giving kaparot to the OU Israel family at
www.ouisrael.org/donate.

Wishing you, your families and all of Klal
Yisrael a Gmar Chatima Tova,

vz

Rabbi Avi Berman

Executive Director, OU Israel
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ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY

. Rabbi Reuven
>3 Tradburks

W Director of RCA
Israel Region

Parshat Haazinu is the second to last
Parsha in the Torah. It is one chapter of
52 verses, making it one of the shortest
in the Torah.

All but 8 verses consist of the song of
Haazinu. The song is written in the
Torah in the form of a poem with 2
parallel columns. The Torah itself calls
it Hashira Hazot, this song; 5 times in last
week’s parsha and one time again in this
week’s.

The poem of Haazinu was the song the
Leviim sang in the Beit Hamikdash

May the Torah learned from this:
TT be in loving: memory of;
Morris (Zaidie) Galitzer 5
5 DN "2 NYN Iy
YIVUNN"%s
Walter Lilie 5
512892 PNY "Iy
MVUN A"
Shimon & Chana Galitzer-and family

during the Mussaf offering on Shabbat.
We know that Leviim sang a psalm
from Tehilim as the Shir Shel Yom - the
daily song and sang accompanying the
morning daily offering. They also sang a
song during Mussaf of Shabbat and that
song is Haazinu.

But they did not sing the entire song
each week. Haazinu was divided into 6
sections — exactly the way we divide the
aliyot. One section was read per week,
the entire song in 6 weeks.

While we know the words that the Leviim
sang we shall never know the music -
what tune did they use for Haazinu? Was
it slow, fast, joyful, mournful? Perhaps
each week’s tune was different, as the
division that the Talmud outlines divides
the song into very different themes.
While we can outline those themes, all
we can do is imagine what music would
fit each one.

First aliya, 32:1-6. The song is a
rhythmic poem of couplets, or at least
begins that way. Listen heavens, listen
earth. I'will call in the name of Hashem.
Ascribe greatness to our G-d. These 6
psukim are the introduction. What we
are saying in this song is cosmic — give
ear, heavens and earth. He is Great and
Just. We, his children, are twisted.

Second aliya, 32:7-12. These 6 verses
introduce the dawn of Jewish history.
Remember those days. These are tender,
wistful remembrances. You, Jewish
people became His lot. He found you, the
apple of His eye. Spread His wings over
you. He alone cares for us.
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A capsule of Jewish history and how G-d
relates to us must start with tenderness.
This aliya is a smile, a description of
those carefree days of faithfulness.

Third aliya, 32:13-18. In these 6 verses,
things start to go awry. The psukim no
longer end symmetrically, at the end of
the second column. Now they begin to
end in the first column - off balance. He
placed you in the heart of the land, fed
you honey, olive oil, butter, with livestock
aplenty and wine. And one of the great
verses of the Torah — Yeshurun got fat
and kicked. Left Him and sought others
— demons, new powers and forgot Him.

The song is off kilter now. Bad enough to
leave Him. But forget Him? This is not
what your forefathers sought.

Fourth aliya, 32:19-28. The song
switches now from Moshe’s voice to
G-d’s voice. Moshe no longer describes
Him - G-d speaks now in the first person.
I will hide my Face from them and see
what happens then. They angered Me. I
will send aggressors to anger them. My
anger burns. I'will take it out on the land.
I will scatter them, with no trace of their
memory. They won’t even understand
that I am behind this, for they lack all
insight.

This is no longer a 6 verse aliya like the
first 3, but 9. The verses all end in the
middle column, not at the end of the
second. The world is not working the
way it ought to. Moshe can’t describe
this for once G-d hides His face, no
man can understand His ways. The
Ramban comments that this is actually
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a prediction of the exile of the 10 tribes,
the Kingdom of Israel. Their memory is
gone. A full 10 tribes of the Jewish people
have been lost forever. With no happy
ending. While the history of the Jewish
people will have many tragedies, the loss
of 10 tribes of our people, with no trace
is a tragedy of epic proportions. But the
Torah is prescient — we did indeed forget
them.

Fifth aliya, 32:29-39. The song turns
back to Moshe’s voice. Oh would the
people understand the consequences.
The plain meaning of some of the verses
in this aliya is apparent, others quite
obscure. One could not pursue 1000 or
2 pursue 10000 were it not for our G-d.
The oppressors drink the bitter vintages
of Sodom and Gemorrah. G-d will
eventually relent of this abandonment of
His people, while the nations have none
to their rescue. G-d’s voice returns (v.39)
—I am the one who gives life and takes it;
none escapes My hand.

The last verse, with the return of G-d’s
voice, also returns to ending in the
second column. Structure has returned,
order is back. This aliya is striking in
referring both to the Jewish people

9
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and to the others, what we have been
referring to as oppressors. While we
have been disappointing, we have an
end of reconciliation. But when it comes
to the other nations and their evil and
rebelliousness, Moshe cedes the floor
back to G-d. It is not for us to speak of
the justice due others. That is His work
not ours.

Sixth aliya, 32:40-43. 3 verses are in
the first person with G-d speaking of
ultimate justice, vengeance against My
enemies, those that hate Me. Arrows
of blood, a flesh consuming sword, the
payment of the enemy. The last verse
calls on the nations to sing of His people,
for in the end there is retribution and the
land atones for His people.

This aliya is not for the faint of heart. We
squirm at the notion of a vengeful G-d.
As we squirm at “Shfoch chamatcha”,
pour out Your wrath on the nations, the
verses we say when we open the door at
the Seder. But Moshe insisted that we
recite this song, seeming to feel this song
will guide us in history. Divine justice,
reward and yes, punishment is part of
the order of the world. We repeat it at the
seder when we look to the culmination
of history and we repeat it in Akdamot
that we say on Shavuot in looking to the
future. We don’t delight in His meting
out justice. Though we acknowledge
that justice, Divine justice is to be part of
the end of days. But the song does not
end with the retribution. It ends with all
peoples singing — a universal end of days.

Seventh aliya, 32:44-52. Moshe brings
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this song, together with Yehoshua to
the people. He instructs them to take
it to heart and to command it to their
children. It is not empty words but
rather is your life. Then Moshe is told to
ascend Har Navo where he is to die.

The verse states that Hashem spoke to
Moshe of his impending death “b’etzem
hayom hazeh”, on that very day. The
simple meaning is that on the very day
that this song was complete, Moshe’s
life too had served its time and was too
to be completed. But Rashi quotes the
Midrash that prefers to translate this as
meaning “in broad daylight”. Moshe’s
ascension to the mountain and his death
is to be public, in full view. As if to avoid
the objections of the people. As much as
the people would want to prevent this —
Moshe’s death is inevitable. B

A
' STATS
i_

53rd of the 54 sedras; 10th of 11 in D’varim
Written on 92 lines in a Sefer Torah, ranks
51st 3 Parshiyot; all open (extra open!) 52
p’sukim - ranks 51st (8th in D’varim) 614
words - ranks 52nd (9th in D’varim) 2326
letters - ranks 52nd (9th in D’varim) P’sukim
are among the shortest in the Torah
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HAFTORAH
SHABBAT SHUVA
HOSHEA 14:2-10,

YOEL 2:11-27,
MICAH 7:18-20

The Shabbat between Rosh Hashana and
Yom Kippur is known as Shabbat Shuva.
This is based on the fact that the opening
words of the special haftorah that we
read on Shabbat begins with the words:
Shuva Yisrael - “Return, O Israel.”

The reading is taken from various
places in Nach that express the essential
teaching regarding the lofty notion of
teshuva (return to God). The first and
larger section of the haftorah is taken
from the book of Hoshea. The eminent

S VuBipite}

Movie, musing and shmuzing.

Join us
Wednesday night
September 30" 8 pm
Zoom Meeting ID: 967 0553 9292
Passcode: 769 578

T Formily

leader of the nation pleads with the
tribes of Yehuda and BInyamin to turn
back to Hashem and mend their ways.
He warns them that if they do not return
they will be punished in a similar way to
their brethren who had been lost.

The Navi teaches the people that even
the harshest of transgressions will be
forgiven when we engage in teshuva.
“Take words with yourselves”, he tells
them. Meaning that one should offer
to Hashem sincere words of regret and
communicate to Him one’s desire to
change and improve. Once teshuva is
done sincerely the original bond of love
will re-emerge in its full splendor.

We find in the prophet’s lofty words the
imagery of a luscious garden and trees.
These depict the Jewish people once they
have returned to Hashem. Hashem will
be to his people like ‘dew’ in contrast to
rain, which is subject to cessation, dew is
continuous.

The Jewish people are compared to the
beauty of a rose. May the Almighty see
our endless yearning and inner desire
for closeness. Especially at this time, may
the mercy of the Almighty be awakened
and may the coming year bring us good
health and happiness - for all Am Yisrael
and the world. m

Please note: Deadline for ads for
Shabbat B'reishit, issue 1390-
Monday October 12

Please call Ita Rochel - 02 5609125 or
email ttads@ouisrael.org

10 TORAH TIDBITS / SHABBAT SHUVA/YOM KIPPUR/SUKKOT/SHMINI ATZERET 5781



We need your donation!

With your backing, we will be able to continue
saving lives and providing comprehensive
support services for patients, the elderly, special
needs populations and their families.

] s, EZER
and save lives! & MIZION
www.ezermizion.org " e

Organization

Donate your kaparot money

et e MNP ADGLE® FwOR e

OU ISRAEL CENTER 11



ninwa 7y
N7V TN TIT 281 N NT201 WK 2pUt |2 0N2a
N”U 107 PNX' N2 N1UAI2TY NN 2R
ROBERT SRE«EEE. Dedicated by Dr. Robert
Sreter DDS., M.S.

A\

SoSToRor seNTA. SRR SPECAL ST
ATITRY AN OFAL FEABTATIN

The Arc of
the Moral
Universe

n majestic language, Moses breaks

into song, investing his final testament

to the Israelites with all the power
and passion at his command. He begins
dramatically but gently, calling heaven
and earth to witness what he is about to
say, words which are almost echoed in
Portia’s speech in The Merchant of Venice,
“The quality of mercy is not strained”.

Listen, you heavens, and I will speak;
Hear, you earth, the words of my mouth.
Let my teaching fall like rain

And my words descend like dew,

Like showers on new grass,

Like abundant rain on tender plants.
(Deut. 32:1-2)

But this is a mere prelude to the core
message Moses wants to convey. It is the

Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha from

RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS

Former Chief Rabbi of the
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

idea known as tzidduk ha-din, vindicating
God’s justice. The way Moses puts it is this:

He is the Rock, His works are perfect,
And all His ways are just.

A faithful God who does no wrong,
Upright and just is He. (Deut. 32:4)

This is a doctrine fundamental to Judaism
and its understanding of evil and suffering
in the world - a difficult but necessary
doctrine. God is just. Why, then, do bad
things happen?

Is He corrupt?

No - the defect is in His children,

A crooked and perverse generation.
(Deut. 32:5)

God requites good with good, evil with
evil. When bad things happen to us, it is
because we have been guilty of doing bad
things ourselves. The fault lies not in our
stars but within ourselves.

Moving into the prophetic mode, Moses
foresees what he has already predicted,
even before they have crossed the Jordan
and entered the land. Throughout the
book of Devarim he has been warning
of the danger that in their land, once the
hardships of the desert and the struggles
of battle have been forgotten, the people
will become comfortable and complacent.
They will attribute their achievements to
themselves and they will drift from their
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faith. When this happens, they will bring
disaster on themselves:

Yeshurun grew fat and kicked —

You became fat, thick, gross -

They abandoned the God who made them
And scorned the Rock their Saviour ...
You deserted the Rock, who fathered you;
And you forgot the God who gave you

life. (Deut. 32:15-18)

This, the first use of the word Yeshurun in
the Torah - from the root Yashar, upright
— is deliberately ironic. Israel once knew
what it was to be upright, but it will be
led astray by a combination of affluence,
security and assimilation to the ways of its
neighbours. It will betray the terms of the
covenant, and when that happens it will
find that God is no longer with it. It will
discover that history is a ravening wolf.
Separated from the source of its strength,
it will be overpowered by its enemies. All
that the nation once enjoyed will be lost.
This is a stark and terrifying message.

Yet Moses is bringing the Torah to a close
with a theme that has been present from
the beginning. God, Creator of the universe,
made a world that is fundamentally good:
the word that echoes seven times in the first
chapter of Bereishit. It is humans, granted
freewill as God’s image and likeness, who
introduce evil into the world, and then
suffer its consequences. Hence Moses’
insistence that when trouble and tragedy
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appear, we should search for the cause
within ourselves, and not blame God. God
is upright and just. The shortcomings are
ours, His children’s, shortcomings.

The wicked are like grass,
whereas the righteous are
more like trees. Grass grows
overnight but it takes years for
a tree to reach its full height

This is perhaps the most difficult idea
in the whole of Judaism. It is open to
the simplest of objections, one that has
sounded in almost every generation. If
God is just, why do bad things happen to
good people?

This is the question asked not by sceptics,
doubters, but by the very heroes of faith.
We hear it in Abraham’s plea, “Shall the
Judge of all the earth not do justice?” We
hear it in Moses’ challenge, “Why have
You done evil to this people?” It sounds
again in Jeremiah: “Lord, You are always
right when I dispute with You. Yet I must

May the Torah learned from
this issue of Torah Tidbits be
y*yy and in loving memory of

Isaac Cohen 5
Y M7 92 pHY
beloved husband, father,

grandfather and father-in-law
on his 7th yahrzeit, »»wn 25

Cohen, Eliaz and Aharoni families

plead my case before You: Why are the
wicked so prosperous? Why are evil
people so happy?” (Jer. 12:1).

It is an argument that never ceased. It
continued through the rabbinic literature.
Itwas heard again in the kinot, the laments,
prompted by the persecution of Jews in
the Middle Ages. It sounds in the literature
produced in the wake of the Spanish
expulsion, and it’s echoes continue to
reverberate in memories of the Holocaust.

The Talmud says that of all the questions
Moses asked God, this was the only one to
which God did not give an answer.! The
simplest, deepest interpretation is given
in Psalm 92, “The song of the Sabbath
day.” Though “the wicked spring up like
grass”, they will eventually be destroyed.
The righteous, by contrast, “flourish like
a palm tree and grow tall like a cedar in
Lebanon.” Evil wins in the short term but
never in the long. The wicked are like
grass, whereas the righteous are more like
trees. Grass grows overnight but it takes
years for a tree to reach its full height.
In the long run, tyrannies are defeated.
Empires decline and fall. Goodness and
rightness win the final battle. As Martin
Luther King said in the spirit of the Psalm:
“The arc of the moral universe is long, but
it bends toward justice.”

It is a difficult belief, this commitment
to seeing justice in history under the
sovereignty of God. Yet consider the
alternatives. There are three: The first is
to say that there is no meaning in history
whatsoever. Homo hominis lupus est, “Man

1 Brachot 7a.
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is wolf to man”. As Thucydides said in the
name of the Athenians: “The strong do
as they want, the weak suffer what they
must.” History is a Darwinian struggle to
survive, and justice is no more than the
name given to the will of the stronger

party.

The second, about which I write in Not
In God’s Name, is dualism, the idea that
evil comes not from God but from an
independent force: Satan, the Devil,
the Antichrist, Lucifer, the Prince of
Darkness, and the many other names
given to the force that is not God but is
opposed to Him and those who worship
Him. This idea, which has surfaced
in sectarian forms in each of the
Abrahamic monotheisms, as well as in
modern, secular totalitarianisms, is one
of the most dangerous in all of history.
It divides humanity into the unshakeably
good and the irredeemably evil, giving
rise to a long history of bloodshed and
barbarism of the kind we see being
enacted today in many parts of the world
in the name of holy war against the
greater and lesser Satan. This is dualism,
not monotheism, and the Sages, who
called it shtei reshuyot, “two powers or
domains”?, were right to reject it utterly.

The third alternative, debated extensively
in the rabbinic literature, is to say that
justice ultimately exists in the World to
Come, in life after death. Although this
is an essential element of Judaism, it is
striking how relatively little Judaism had
recourse to it, recognising that the central

2 Brachot 33b.
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thrust of Tanach is on this world, and life
before death. For it is here that we must
work for justice, fairness, compassion,
decency, the alleviation of poverty, and
the perfection, as far as lies within our
power, of society and our individual lives.
Tanach almost never takes this option.
God does not say to Jeremiah or Job that
the answer to their question exists in
heaven and they will see it as soon as
they end their stay on earth. The passion
for justice, so characteristic of Judaism,
would dissipate entirely were this the
only answer.

Difficult though Jewish faith is, it has had
the effect through history of leading us
to say: if bad things have happened, let
us blame no one but ourselves, and let
us labour to make them better. I believe
it was this that led Jews, time and again,
to emerge from tragedy, shaken, scarred,
limpinglike Jacob after his encounter with
the angel, yet resolved to begin again, to
rededicate ourselves to our mission and
faith, to ascribe our achievements to God
and our defeats to ourselves.

I believe that out of such humility, a
momentous strength is born.

Shabbat Shalom =

Covenant and Conversation 5780 is kindly
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charitable
Foundation in memory of Maurice and
Vivienne Wohl z”L.
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PROBING

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Center

THE PROPHETS

Ha’azinu hashamayim va’adabeira,

vtishma ha’aretz imrei fi”. This

week’s parasha begins with Moshe
Rabbainu calling on the heavens and earth
to witness (and testify to) the truth of the
words he will recite during this “Shirat
Moshe”, ‘song’ of Moshe. These opening
words echo that which Moshe said at the
closing of the last parasha, perek 31, that
this song will serve as a witness that the
people had been warned of the inevitable
punishments that would befall them if they
abandon Hashem. Interestingly, at the end
of parashat Nitzavim, in perek 30, Moshe
again calls upon the heavens and earth to
witness how Moshe had placed before the
nation a choice of good and life or, c”v, evil
and death, and urges the people to choose
life.

I chose to begin this article about
the haftarah by first discussing the
parasha because the pesiqta (P’siqta
Rabbati, is a collection of midrashim on
the Torah and the Haftarot, composed
around 845 CE) comments makes a

Warmest Mazal Tov to

Moshe and Esther Schendowich
on the Bar Mitzva of

flharon Shalom

from his proud grandparents
Yoini and Dinah Cohen
Bezalel and Naomi Schendowich

puzzling comment about the opening
pasuk of the haftarah. The verse, taken
from Sefer Hoshea, states: “Shuva Yisra’el
ad Hashem E’lokecha,” and the P’siqta says
the pasuk should be read as “Shuva Yisra’el
EID Hashem F’lokecha,” that Hashem is
your witness!!

HaRav Soloveitchik, in one of his essays
(found in “On Repentance”), sees this
somewhat curious statement of the P’siqta
as a support to the view of the Rambam.
Maimonides declares (Hilchot Teshuva
2;2) that true repentance is achieved
when the sinner resolves in his heart
never again to repeat the sin, and He who
knows all that is hidden can indeed testify
that this person will never again repeat
that sin.

The Rav is quite troubled by this comment.
Is it not a condition that the remorseful
sinner will find almost impossible to fulfill?
How can this be the demand of G-d on one
who sincerely desires to do teshuva? And,
if Hashem will testify that the sinner will
never again sin-then what happens to the
person’s freedom to choose how to act?

Rav Soloveitchik, therefore, turns to the
Lechem Mishneh’s explanation of the
Rambam’s words. The term “ya’id” that is
used does not mean that G-d will testify that
the sinner will never again sin throughout
his life. Rather, the word ya’id can also be
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understood to mean to designate one as
a witness, something Moshe Rabbeinu
himself does at the end of the last parasha
when he calls upon heaven and earth to be
witnesses, to testify for Israel in the future.
The Rambam’s meaning, therefore, is that
the sinner himself designated Hashem to
witness how sincere and whole-hearted is
his intention to repent and not to sin.

We stand before Hashem during a most
difficult time for us and all humankind.
When we think back to last year when
we stood before a wonderfully promising
time, we never dreamed that travel
would be curtailed, economies destroyed,
leaders challenged and, yes, even sports
events and concerts cancelled. This was
not the year we thought it would be. And
this year as we stand before G-d we barely
know what tomorrow will bring what to
pray for.

So, perhaps we should heed the opening
words of our haftarah and “Shuva
Yisra’el....EID”?, our tefillot should be
based upon the knowledge that Hashem
is listening and witnessing how sincere
our prayers are. We should realize that
what we pray for is less important than
HOW we pray. A sincere tefilla becomes
an impactive experience that can affect us
throughout the year.

For this reason, we shouldn’t worry if we
forget to pray for a specific something
or someone. We should just pray deeply
to Hashem and allow Him to “fill in the
blanks” for us.

After all, when He witnesses that kind of
tefilla how can He fail to respond? m
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isten, O heavens, and I will speak!

And let the earth hear the words

of my mouth! My lesson will drip
like rain; my word will flow like dew;
like storm winds on vegetation and like
raindrops on grass. (Devarim 32:1-2)

Moshe Rabbeinu states that his lesson is
like rain and his word like dew. What is
represented by rain, and what by dew?

The Hafetz Hayim posits that the the
second pasuk in the parasha, corresponds
to the first pasuk. The Written Torah is
heavenly. It was dictated by Hashem to
Moshe. The Oral Torah is more connected

NEAL BAUER, PSYD
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to earth. It is human clarification of the
Written Torah.

The Written Torah is compared to rain.
Both originate from the heavens. Like
rain, the Written Torah is finite. There
is a specific number of pesukim and a
specific number of mitzvos. Similarly,
rain is finite and discrete. One can place
a bucket and catch all the rain that falls
in a particular spot.

The Oral Torah is more like dew. Both
originate from the earth. There is no
way to count dew. It appears on the
grass as a wet substance, not as drops.
Similarly, the Oral Torah has no end.
New commentaries are constantly being
published.

We need to focus on both. The Written
Torah is finite, yet how many of us can
even name all 24 books of the Tanakh
in the proper order, let alone have
completed learning them all? The Hafetz
Haymim said that it is somewhat ironic
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that the written Torah, which is finite
many have forgotten, while primarily
focusing on that which is infinite, the
Oral Law. We need to commit ourselves
to study both, the Written and Oral
Torah.

Rav Yosef Nehemia Kornitzer looks
at the surface on which the rain falls:
grass. Moshe expresses the hope that
his words to Bnei Yisrael fall like
“raindrops on grass.” Couldn’t we
use a more royal metaphor? Perhaps
comparing the words of Torah to
raindrops on a sweet smelling rose,
or the fresh fruit blossoming on a
tree? Why the reference specifically
to raindrops on grass? Rav Kornitzer
answers: Sometimes, our hearts are so
closed up that nothing gets through. We
must prepare our hearts to internalize
certain messages. It is like a field that
must be prepared properly to enable
produce to grow. If one does not plow,
plant seeds, and tend the field, nothing
will grow, no matter how much it rains.
There is only one thing that grows
without preparation: grass. When it
rains, grass sprouts on its own.

Moshe Rabbeinu knew that Klal Yisrael
would not always be on a high level.
There will be times when the bare
minimum is all one can hope for. Even if
BneiYisrael are not prepared or inspired,
the Torah should positively affect them
like raindrops cause grass to sprout.

This reminds us of a famous idea
expressed by the Kotzker Rebbe. The
Torah tells us

Mitzvot from the Torah applicable in our times based on the Chofetz Chaim

Be happy on festivals
Desist for work on the first day of Sukkot
Dwell in a Sukkah (booths) for seven days
of the festival
Take up the four species on Sukkot
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“Kindness and truth shall not leave you;
bind them upon your neck, inscribe
them upon the tablet of your heart.”
(Mishle 3:3).

Why are we told to inscribe the words of
Torah “upon the tablet of your heart” (al
luach libecha) rather than “in your heart”
“b’libecha)? The Kotzker Rebbe explains:
Sometimes, we are not prepared to hear
or accept something. In those instances,
we need to place it on our heart, close to
our heart, so that one day, when we are
ready to open our heart, it will permeate.
Similar language is found in Kriyas
Shema 721Y Yu 011 180 2IN WWN 03T 1.

Let the soul hear it, and eventually “the
earth will hear”. It will break through.
The Torah is compared to grass — so
that at the very least it can have a slight
impact without requiring abundant
preparation from Am Yisrael.

As we usher in the new year, let us allow
ourselves to open our hearts and minds
and internalize the beautiful words of
the Torah!
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RABBI JUDAH

MISCHEL

Dedicated LTluy Nishmas HaChaver
Shlomo Michael ben Meir z'1

Testify!

av Chaim Ozer Grodzensky, zt’l,

was the elder Gadol HaDor in Pre-

War Europe, and was universally
regarded as the greatest of sages.

Once, when Reb Dov Genechovsky was
visiting the Chazon Ish, Rav Avraham
Yeshaya Karelitz, zt’l, he noticed that the
hat of the Chazon Ish seemed worn out,
and offered to purchase a new one for him.

The Chazon Ish smiled in appreciation
for the gesture, but turned down the
suggestion:

“A hat that saw HaGaon Rav Chaim Ozer,
zt”], we don’t exchange so fast...”

Haazinu hashamayim “Listen, O
Heavens, and I will speak..” V’tishma
haaretz imrei fi — “and let the earth hear
the words of my mouth!” (Devarim, 32:1)

Calling upon Heaven and Earth as
witnesses, our Parsha is Moshe Rabbeinu’s
‘swan song’ and final exhortation, urging
us to do Teshuva. Rashi explains that in

Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC

summoning “shamayim” and “aretz” to
serve as witnesses to his final message,
Moshe Rabbeinu is recognizing his
mortality: “I am a man of flesh and blood,
and tomorrow I will die. If Am Yisrael
says, ‘We never accepted the covenant,
who will come and refute them?” Shirat
Haazinu directs our attention to the
human condition with an explicit allusion
to the temporal nature of man. Heaven
and earth will exist long after we are gone,
and while their testimony will endure
forever, we do not.

The Gemara (Taanis, 11a) shares a similar
message and warning: “Lest a person say,
I have acted in secret; who will testify
against me on the Day of Judgment?” The
Tanna explains that avnei beiso v’koros
beiso, “the stones and support beams of a
person’s house will testify against him, as
it is stated: ‘For a stone shall cry out from
the wall, and a beam out of the timber
shall answer it.” (Chavakuk, 2:11).

Rabbi Nissan Mangel is a talmid chacham
of renown, a Holocaust survivor,
prolific author, and was commissioned
by the Lubavitcher Rebbe to translate
Sefer Tanya.

One of the major themes of Tanya, in
Shaar haYichud vhaEmunah, is the
Divine basis for all of Creation: anything
that exists in this world or any world is
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enlivened and given existence by a Divine
spark, an extension of Hashem Himself.
Furthermore, Torah wisdom and Jewish
consciousness see Creation as divided into
four ‘kingdoms’ or realms of existence: 1)
domem, ‘silent’, inanimate creations or the
mineral kingdom 2) tzomeach, ‘things that
grow’, or the vegetable kingdom, 3) chai,
living beings’ or the animal kingdom,
and 4) medaber, ‘speaking beings’, or the
human kingdom.

This week is Shabbos Shuvah,
the Shabbos of Returning

When it came to translating the kingdom of
‘domem’, Rabbi Mangel used the standard
translation of “inanimate”. When editing
the manuscript, The Rebbe replaced
“inanimate” with “silent”, expressing the
fact that even in the realm of ‘domemn’,
there is life, albeit an existence that is
silent.

Still wanting to maintain a professional
and classy style of writing, Rabbi Mangel
kept the word “inanimate” and placed
brackets around the word “silent”. When
the Rebbe reviewed the translation of Sefer
Tanya for the final time, he changed Rabbi
Mangel’s version once again, emphasizing
“silent” as the primary translation, placing
brackets around “inanimate”.

Having a Brit?
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The difference between these two words
is not semantic. The Rebbe’s perspective
reflects a deep awareness that everything
in existence is alive, pulsating with Divine
vitality, an expression of the Ribbono
Shel Olam. Even that which seems to be
lacking life — heaven, earth, the walls of
our homes, or even an old hat — is awake
and alive, even if seemingly silent.

This week is Shabbos Shuvah, the Shabbos
of Returning. We await our judgement,
once again looking over the way we lived
during the past year and up until this
moment.

Neither we, nor our hats, have seen
Reb Chaim Ozer zt’l, but this vyear,
approaching Yom Kipur, we may feel a bit
worn out. However, there is no doubt that
Heaven, Earth, and certainly the walls
of our homes, can certainly testify that
5780 was a year of incredible sacrifice,
extraordinary efforts in Yidishkeit and
observance of Torah and mitzvos under
very challenging circumstances.

This Yom Kipur, all of the Olamos, and all
of Creation will bear witness that we have
already been through enough, and that
the time for our personal and collective
Redemption has arrived. May we be
inscribed in the Book of Life and the
Living, together with Moshiach Tzidkeinu,
this year! m
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DIVREI MENACHEM

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

Give Ear
to the Song

his week we read a song, although,

in truth, the Torah itself is one all-

embracing song. As Rabbi Jonathan
Sacks recorded: When Moshe and
Yehoshua were instructed to “write for
yourselves this song,” the plain meaning
referred to the song of “Ha’azinu” while
following the Rambam, this is a directive
to every Jew to write a Sefer Torah.

Either way, what is it about a song that
its writing would represent the last act of
Moshe? What is so particular to the song
of Ha’azinu that it would reflect Moshe’s
last testimony to the people he nurtured
all those years?

For Rabbi Sacks, Ha’azinu, the song,
represents our emotive aspect, through

@

-_
Jnvest Like The Bang!

Floridafund.co.il 058-599-9631

which we “express, evoke, and share
emotion... Music is the map of the Jewish
spirit.” Sometimes, as noted in the past,
we do not have sufficient words to express
our thoughts. We are confounded when
standing before the Infinite One or
when, like the author of “Ha’azinu,” we
contemplate our mission in this world.

No wonder then, we let the Shofar cry out
for us; we let the words of poetry spill out
and spread downwards to the Earth and
upwards towards Heaven. The American
poet, Julius Schemmer wrote:

Poetry is the best form of medicine
Bringing hope to the weary and the sick
Revealing innermost thoughts

Of things left unsaid

Poetry is a song

Syllable by syllable

Verse by verse

Bringing forth the rhythm

of life

Poetry is a journey

Of discovery in one’s self
Learning, growing, aspiring
Allrecorded in a poem.

Our poem “Ha’azinu” begins by invoking
the Heaven and the Earth to give witness
to the vicissitudes of Am Yisrael. As Israel
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Adler would describe the song: “Ha’azinu
gives a florid allegorical depiction of the
condition of the Jewish people.” And Rashi
tells us that the permanence of Heaven
and Earth is what makes these two realms
perfect witnesses to our (ongoing) trials
and tribulations.

It is interesting. One would expect that our
witnesses would be in harmony with each
other. But is it not true that Heaven and
Earth represent two opposite dimensions,
two ends of the spectrum? It appears that
each, in its own way, will serve to portray
its message.

Heaven is the spiritual sphere, the abode
of the Divine throne, the domicile of angels
in the higher spheres, the repository
of the hidden secrets of this world, the
source of the holy emanations that direct
the universe. Earth, by contrast, is that
dark, material entity where good and evil
play out their roles through the eons of
time. Earth is where we, as the Chosen
People, are to bring light to those dark
areas, to fulfill the goals that God set for
us on this planet, and to be partners in its
redemption.

Einstein taught us that matter could be
formed from energy and vice versa. In
essence, however, the Torah taught us this
notion in the very opening lines of the
poem “Ha’azinu.” We are to give ear to both
Heaven and Earth. We are to understand
that there is not only a dialectical tension
between these two dimensions but
also that there is a beautiful dynamic
interchange between them.

Tomer Almekayis talks of “Ha’azinu” as ‘a
sublime mode of expression.” “Ha’azinu”
incorporates a view of the world that
includes all of history from the “days of
old” to the end of time. “Ha’azinu” treats of
a perpetual life-cycle of the Jewish people,
one of its significant attributes being that
our behavior as the Chosen People affects
how Hashem relates to us.

Heaven and Earth interact. And despite
our errant behavior, Hakadosh Baruch
Hu, the loving Father, will never totally
abandon us. And that is what gives us, His
earthy creatures, the hope and strength to
return to Hashem, thus to bridge the gap
between Heaven and Earth. m

Shabbat Shalom!

M erachem Perf{ﬂ_
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THE NEW OLD PATH

BY RABBI BENJI LEVY
CEO Of Mosaic United

Ideals and Reality -
Two Strands of One Thread

s we near the closing section of the
ATorah, Parashat Ha’azinu begins,

‘Give ear, O heavens, and I will
speak; and may the earth hear the words of
my mouth’ (Deut. 32:1). According to Rashi,
when issuing warnings to Israel, Moses
needs two witnesses, just like for any other
warning in Jewish Law, and he appoints
the heavens and the earth, as they will
continue to bear testimony forever. Using
a similar phrase, Isaiah, one of the later
prophets, calls on the same two witnesses
when exhorting the Jewish people,
‘Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth...’
(Isaiah 1:2).

Midrash Tanchuma picks up on a
subtle difference between these two
almost identical verses: Moses uses the
term ‘Give ear [ha’azinu], listen, when
addressing the heavens, and ‘Hear
[tishma], when addressing the earth.
Isaiah reverses the verbs, saying ‘Hear’
to the heavens, and ‘Give ear’ to the earth
(Tanchuma, Ha’azinu 32:2).

Rabbi Akiva explains that Moses is
comfortable dwelling in the heavens. He
ascends twice to receive Torah directly

from God. The Torah refers to him as one
who saw God’s face. He lives at the time
when the Jewish people are at their highest
state of spirituality, the giving of the Torah.
Isaiah, by contrast, lives during an epoch
of rebellion. His main experiences are
those acquired from the physical world, in
which he toils day and night.

This midrash teaches that ha’azinu is
a term of closeness and familiarity, as
listening is an active way of receiving
someone else’s words. Tishma (hear) is
more distant, a more passive act. Moses
has a closer connection to the heavens,
and Isaiah has a closer connection to the
earth. When living a life of Torah, one must
strive for a balance between these two
spheres. Both Moses and Isaiah exemplify
this, addressing both entities despite each
being more familiar with one of them.

Perhaps the greatest Talmudic paradigm
for this tug between the ideal and the
more blurred reality is the ongoing debate
between the House of Shammai and the
House of Hillel.

When greeting a bride, the House of
Shammai will directly let her know if she
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has presented herself well. The House of
Shammai upholds truth as an absolute
value, regardless of the impact it has on
a person’s feelings, and this represents
a life of unqualified ideals. The House
of Hillel employs a softer, more real-
world approach. Hillel teaches ways
that the truth can be shaded in order to
minimise embarrassment (BT, Tractate
Ketubbot 17b).

When a man approaches the House
of Shammai and asks to be taught the
entire Torah while standing on one leg,
the House of Shammai is appalled by
the question, for to learn even a part of
the Torah takes years of hard work. The
House of Hillel, however, recognises the
opportunity at hand. Not everyone has
the valour to devote extensive periods of
time to study Torah. All people, however,
deserve to learn whatever Torah they have
time for. The House of Hillel seizes the
moment and teaches that individual one of
the fundamental tenets of the Torah — do
not do unto others as you would not want
done to yourself, the rest is commentary,
go and learn (BT, Tractate Shabbat 31a).

The Mishna in Tractate Avot teaches that
one should ‘Raise many disciples’ in the
realm of Torah (Mishna, Tractate Avot
1:1). The House of Shammai believes that
due to the greatness of the Torah, disciples
should be worthy, and thus only people
of great integrity, humility and wisdom
are included in this statement. The House
of Hillel, however, acknowledges that
reality is not always black and white (Avot
DeRabbi Natan 2:9). Hillel’s view is that
Torah should be accessible to every Jew.

Though a contemporary person may be
shocked by the opinions of the House
of Shammai, the Talmud nevertheless
always includes this opinion when
presenting debates of Jewish law
and thought. The House of Shammai
reminds us of the ideal towards which
we should strive and warns us to take
caution against allowing standards to
degenerate.

According to tradition, when the Messiah
comes halachic rulings will be made
according to the House of Shammai,
because at that time the world will be on a
higher level (Rabbi Elchanan Wasserman,
Kovetz Shiurim, part 2, p. 112). Rabbi
Maurice Lamm states, ‘It will not be
a new world, a qualitatively different
world; rather, it will be this world brought
to perfection.’

Though each individual’s personality
may have a natural leaning towards
either idealism or realism, we must each
attempt to maintain equilibrium. Some
act upon a ‘Shammai’ approach, ignoring
the nuances of reality. However, in order
to live in reality, some situations dictate
concessions, departures from the ideal.
Nevertheless, it is crucial to make sure that
yesterday’s concessions do not become
tomorrow’s standards.

The aim is to strike a balance between
ideals and reality and to live a full and
fulfilling life in the real world, while at
the same time always maintaining the
focus on Torah and Godly pursuits. B

Stay in touch with @RabbiBenji and learn
more at www.RabbiBenji.com
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In last week’s parsha we are told that there
is something very significant about Shirat
Haazinu. Throughout the Torah there is
a theme that continuously repeats itself:
Bnei Yisrael messes up, G-d gets angry,
we do some version of Teshuva, and then
this cycle repeats itself. This theme gets
very frustrating for many of us! We find
ourselves wondering how is it that the
Jewish people continue messing up over
and over again?! But in this week’s Parsha,
Hashem finally tells us what we need in
order to break out of this cycle. It is Shirat
Haazinu. The Torah describes this song as
a witness to Bnei Yisrael that will enable
them to break out of this habit.

But what is so special about this song that
it has this unique capability?

Rabbi David Fohrman points out how at
first glance, we can learn from Haazinu
that our actions are the reason Hashem’s
presence feels like it has disappeared. But
as Rabbi Fohrman points out, all this does
is make us feel lousy inside! So, what are
we supposed to do?

i TORAH 4 TEENS
. BY TEENS EIS2HYYA

There are 2 parts to this song. First,
Haazinu gives a description of the past
and then it gives a description of the
future. The purpose of this song according
to Rabbi Fohrman is to enable the story of
Parshat Hateshuva to come alive. Parsha
Hateshuva speaks about how the people
that suffer so much are also going to be the
ones that participate in the ingathering of
exiles. This was very true during the times
of the establishment of the State of Israel
and I believe it may be very true today as
well. As things across the globe today are
far from perfect, we should see the history
of our nation as inspiration to realize that
davka we have the potential to bring our
redemption. It is specifically the people
that go through hardship, that oftentimes
have the most potential for growth. m

Liat Sanders

The Power of a Song

This Parsha is one of the most special
parshiot in the entire Torah.
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28 TORAH TIDBITS / SHABBAT SHUVA/YOM KIPPUR/SUKKOT/SHMINI ATZERET 5781



If you open up the Torah you can see
that this Parsha is structured differently.
There is a long column of words on each
side and most of the Parsha is written
as a song.

Moshe stands in front of Bnei Yisrael as
they are about to enter Israel without
him. For forty years he had been with
them and guided them, but now he needs
to leave them, and as we know, he is not
allowed to enter Israel.

Moshe is worried about them, and wants
to give them one last piece of advice.
Instead of giving them a normal speech
like always, he decides to talk to them
through a song, giving over his message
in a unique way.

He tells them to, “Believe, go by the Torah,
and safeguard the mitzvot.”

This is a very interesting decision which
makes us wonder why he chose to
communicate in this way.

In my opinion he chose a song because it
was easier for him to say his last goodbyes
through a song and more importantly
when people sing we tend to listen more.

We want to listen more and automatically
do. Singing is beautiful. I think Moshe
knew that Bnei Yisrael would listen
and have deeper intent if he made it
into a song.

We can connect this idea to Judaism even
today. Singing is a big part of being a Jew;
we are always singing, that’s how we pray
and connect.

Moshe was able to express his love for
Hahsem and His people through a song.

May we all be able to find depth of
spirituality and connection to the Torah
through the power of singing.

Shabbat shalom! m
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YOM KIPPUR

FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE Yz

OU VEBBE REBBE

n
RAV DANIEL MANN 77N

Corona Policies and
Clarifications for Yom Kippur

Question: We will review some practical
issues for Yom Kippur that are likely to
come up this year, in the shadow of Corona.
Although local rabbis will address many of
them and public policy may change, we
assume our discussion will be helpful.

Answer:

1. Pushing oneself to daven with a min-
yan — Regarding most of the tefilla, the
importance of being in shul is halachi-
cally not much greater on Yom Kippur
than on Shabbat ( “Yud Gimel Middot,”
which are most concentrated in Ne’ila,
are the major additional thing that is
missing). Certainly, one should not
put himself (especially the elderly and
other members of high-risk groups)
and others at risk unwisely. To avoid
that, we expect many small minyanim
(hopefully in spacious, ventilated plac-
es). While people in high-risk groups
should not daven in any minyan, ex-
cept from their house or outside at a
GREAT distance from others, regard-
ing people of moderate risk, outdoor
minyanim do have an advantage for
those who fast well. If Yom Kippur
will be a hot day and out-door min-

yanim may compromise one’s ability
to complete the fast, it is obviously
far more halachically important to
fast than to daven with a minyan (see
Shemirat Shabbat Khilchata 39:28).
It is more challenging to determine
the correct plan when there is only
a small chance that davening outside
will cause one to break the fast. Many
people’s best solution is to daven at
an outdoor vatikin minyan, when it
is rarely hot and easier to find shade
(in addition to spiritual advantages).
Minyanim would do best to short-
en their length by eliminating Mi
Sheberachs, skipping most piyutim,
and doing less singing. (Singing is also
a virus spreader, to an extent even
with a mask on; humming, done with
a mouth closed, is safer). A relatively
short Mincha and Ne’ila can be done
near day’s end, when it is cooler and
easier to gauge how well one is fasting.
Long-lasting indoor minyanim with air
conditioning may not be the safest op-
tion, even if they apparently conform
with official health guidelines (which
do not eliminate danger, just lower it

32 TORAH TIDBITS / SHABBAT SHUVA/YOM KIPPUR/SUKKOT/SHMINI ATZERET 5781



The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut,
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe ORTHODOX
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to UNION i35

serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint Enhancing Jewish Life
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.

to a reasonable level for the average
person; we can send links to scientific
articles).

Tefillot to be omitted without a minyan
—Besides standard devarim shebekedu-
sha (e.g., Kedusha, Kri’at HaTorah,...),
special omissions for Yom Kippur
are: Kol Nidrei (for the public), the 13
Middot (with its introductory and con-
cluding pieces), pieces recited by the
chazan regarding himself.

Early Ne’ila — Some shuls will opt for
consecutive minyanim in the same
room. It is problematic to do Ne’ila
before plag haMincha (see Beit Yosef,
Orach Chayim 623; Ishei Yisrael
46:47). It is better to daven after
plag haMincha without a minyan or
to have the second minyan go past
shekia into bein hashemashot (even
better if chazarat hashatz starts
before shekia). Regarding late Birkat
Kohanim, see Living the Halachic
Process, IV, D-2.

Washing with soap/cleansing with
sanitizer — It is permitted to wash
hands to remove dirt (Shulchan
Aruch, OC 613:1). Removing germs
is no less justified; only washing
which can be broadly deemed as for
enjoyment is forbidden. In a past
column (Vayeilech 5776), we cited

sources that sicha (applying oil) is
forbidden even not for enjoyment
(Yerushalmi, Yoma 8:1). We pointed
out that sicha is when the substance
is absorbed by the skin, whereas
rechitza removes impurities from
it, and that soap resembles rechitza.
Sanitizer is on one hand, absorbed
by the skin, but on the other hand,
is never for enjoyment. Certainly,
when it is clearly needed for hygiene,
including during a pandemic even
for healthy people, it is permitted
(see Shulchan Aruch, OC 614:1, who
permits applying oil for any truly
medicinal purpose).

Many people will experience Yom Kippur
this year in an unfamiliar way. Some will
benefit from pursuing responsibly their
normal means of inspiration. For others,
there is value in making the most of the
opportunity to serve Hashem in a different
way, appropriate for the situation Hashem
has presented. May the Yom Kippur of all
be successful! m

Having a dispute?

‘l’y"\ For a Din Torah in English or
w Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah

Eretz - Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-
Hemdah 215-8-215 e fax: (02) 537-9626

Gazit beitdin@eretzhemdah.org
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— Laws of Yom Kippur

he following overview was prepared this year by the Rabbinical
Council of America. These pages provide a summary of many of the

laws and practices of the day. They are intended to help serve as a
guide especially this year when many of us will not be in our regular setting
for tefilla.

Erev Yom Kippur

*  Weekday Mincha includes Vidui which can be found in the Yom Kippur
Machzor.

e  The seudah hamfsekes (pre-fast meal) should be eaten after Mincha.

e Itis customary to bless one’s children prior to Yom Kippur. The text can be
found in the Machzor or here in Torah Tidbits.

e Those who normally wear a tallis and/or kittel should do so when davening
at home. The beracha on the tallis should be recited before accepting Yom
Kippur.

e Those who recite Yizkor light a candle before Yom Kippur. Even those who
don’t recite Yizkor should have a 25-hour candle lit in their home so it can
be used for Havdalah.

e There is a mitzvah of tosefes Yom Kippur which means that one should
accept Yom Kippur and observe all of the prohibitions of Yom Kippur prior
to sundown. As such, even those who don’t light candles should accept Yom
Kippur at candle lighting.

e Itis customary to recite Tefillah Zakah (found in the Machzor) as a means
of accepting Yom Kippur.

General Yom Kippur Davening Instructions

¢ In each of the five tefillos (Ma’ariv, Shacharis, Musaf, Mincha and Neilah),
Selichos are recited after the Silent Amidah. At Ma’ariv, it is a standalone
Selichos and in the daytime, they are part of Chazaras HaShatz (Chazan’s
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repetition). When one is without a minyan, the Selichos may be recited,
omitting the paragraphs containing the Thirteen Attributes (oim %-x 'n 'n
jani—Most congregations only recite the Thirteen Attributes at Ma’ariv and
Neilah).

e Thereis a tradition to recite Vidui ten times over the course of Yom Kippur:
five during each silent Amidah and five during the Selichos that follow each
Amidah. As such, one davening without a minyan should prioritize Vidui
(at least Ashamnu) in choosing which parts of Selichos to recite.

e There are many beautiful piyutim that are recited in Chazaras HaShatz.
These piyutim, together with their accompanying tunes may be recited
when davening without a minyan Singing them or reciting them can greatly
enhance one’s Yom Kippur davening.

Yom Kippur Night
e Shehechiyanu (traditionally recited at the end of Kol Nidre) should be
recited before Ma’ariv.
e Ma’ariv for Yom Kippur with Vidui.
*  Selichos may be recited (see general instructions above).

¢ Ma’ariv concludes with Avinu Malkeinu, I’'David Mizmor, Aleinu, I’David
HaShem Ori and Adon Olam.

Yom Kippur Day

Shacharis

*  On Yom Kippur, the or 9w 1w and nix 'n 7177 are recited at the beginning
of davening. Shir HaYichud and Shir HaKavod are omitted when davening
without a minyan.

* Shir HaMa’alos is recited after Yishtabach.
e Birchos Kerias Sh’'ma for weekday (yx7? 1nnn).

e Shacharis Amidah for Yom Kippur with Vidui.

continued on next page...
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o Selichos, Vidui and piyutim from Chazaras HaShatz may be recited after the
silent Amidah (see general instructions above).

¢ Avinu Malkeinu is recited at the conclusion of Shacharis.

e The Torah reading is Vayikra 16:1-34, the maftir is Bamidbar 29:7-11 and
the haftarah is Yeshaya 57:14-58:14.

e Yizkor can be recited without a minyan. One should make sure to pledge
money to tzedakah before reciting Yizkor.

« Av HaRachamim should be recited (even if one does not recite Yizkor)
followed by Ashrei.

Mussaf

e Selichos, Vidui and piyutim from Chazaras HaShatz may be recited after the
silent Amidah (see general instructions above). One should make an effort
to recite qpm nanal.

Mincha

e Mincha should be recited sometime after Mincha Gedolah (1 pm) and
leaving enough time to start Neilah before shekiyah (sunset) which is at 6:27
pm.

*  The Torah reading for Mincha is Vayikra 18:1-28 and the haftarah is Sefer
Yonah.

e Mincha Amidah for Yom Kippur with Vidui. Mincha concludes with Avinu
Malkeinu.

Neilah
e Neilah must begin before shekiyah (6:27 pm).

e Neilah begins with Ashrei, U’Va L'Tzion followed by the Amidah. Please note
the change in text of some of the insertions and the special text of Vidui.

e Selichos, Vidui and piyutim from Chazaras HaShatz may be recited after the
silent Amidah (see general instructions above).

e Neilah concludes with a special Avinu Malkeinu followed by Sh’ma, Baruch
Shem Kevod and HaShem Hu HaElokim.
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Motzei Yom Kippur

Weekday Amidah should
be recited including Atah
Chonantanu.

Havdalah consists of three
berachos: HaGafen, HaEsh
and HaMavdil (no besamim).
The beracha on fire can only
be recited on a candle that
was burning the entire Yom
Kippur (maww m). If one does
not have such a candle, this
beracha is omitted

The fast ends at 7:04 pm
(Jerusalem)

Kiddush Levana is recited on
Motzei Yom Kippur.

Please consult your Yom Kippur
machzor for the text to recite
Havdalah

REMEMBER

On Yom Kippur Yizkor is recited
to commemorate the memory
of our departed loved ones. Itis
the tradition of many to pledge
to contribute tzedaka in memory
of those who have left this
world. Please consider making

a contribution to the OU Israel
Center, which will help to support
the on-going Torah learning and
many community programs of
the OU Israel Center.

YIZKOR

OU ISRAEL CENTER | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG
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YOM KIPPUR

Tefillot for Yom Kippur for those
Davening Alone

Prepared by the Rabbinical Council of America based on the rulings of Rav Hershel

*Kaddish, Kedushah and Barekhu are not recited without a minyan
*The 13 Middot (Hashem, Hashem...) are not recited without a minyan. One may recite them if

reading with the trope.

Koren Artscroll Birnbaum
Kol Nidre/Ma’ariv
Kol Nidre 69-75 58-60 489-491
Shehehayanu 75 60 491
Ma’ariv 81-119 56-98 495-517
Selihot
Ya’aleh 125-127 102 521
Shomei’a tefillah 127-131 104-108 523-527
Darkekha 133 108 527
El melekh yoshev 135 108 527-529
Hashem Hashem (may be recited only if 135-137 110-112 529
read with the trope, otherwise skip)
Selah na 139-141 112-114 531-533
El melekh yoshev 143 114 527
Hashem Hashem (may be recited only if 143 114-116 529
read with the trope, otherwise skip)
Omnam ken 145-149 116-118 533-535
El melekh yoshev 149 118 527
Hashem Hashem (may be recited only if 149 120 529
read with the trope, otherwise skip)
Ki hinei ka-homer 151 120-122 537
El melekh yoshev 153 122 539
Hashem Hashem (may be recited only if 153 122 539
read with the trope, otherwise skip)
Zekhor rahamekha/Zekhor lanu 153-159 122-126 539-543
Shema koleinu 161 126 545
EvE”A Al ta’azveinu 163 128 545

1
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EVE”A Selah lanu...ki anu amekha 163 128 545-547
EVE”A tavo lefanekha... 165-167 128-130 547-549
Ashamnu 167 130 549
EVE”A selah u- mehal...Ki anu amekah 169 130-132 549
Shimkha... Attah yodei’a 171 132 549
Attah yodei’a...Al Het 173-179 132-136 551-557
Ve-attah rahum...Mikha avdekha 179-181 136-138 557-559
El rahum shemekha 183-185 138-140 559

Koren Artscroll Birnbaum
Aneinu 185 140 561
Mi she-ana 187-189 140-142 563
Avinu Malkeinu 189-193 144-148 565-570
Le-David mizmor 195 148-150 92
Aleinu 199-201 152-154 571
Le-David 205 156-158 573-575
Shaharit
Preliminaries
Shir shel Yom/Le-David 461/467 236-238/244
Adon Olam/Yigdal 471-473 246 53/55
Birkot ha-Shachar 475-477 250-252 59-61
Akeidah/Korbanot 479-501 254-276
Rabbi Ishmael 503 276-280 83-87
Pesukei de-Zimra
Mizmor Shir Hanukkat ha-Bayit 507 282 133
Barukh She-Amar - 511-549 284-318 135-165
Nishmat 551-553 318-320 165-167
Ha-Melekhh 555 320 581
Shokhen Ad-Yishtabah 555-557 320-322 581
Shir ha-Ma’alot 557 324 583
Shaharit
*Some skip the piyyitum in Birkot Keriyat
Shema
Barukh attah... 561 326 583
Selah le-goy 563 326-330 585
Ha-me’ir la-aretz — yefa’arukha selah 563-565 330-334 589
Titbarakh tzureinu -kevodo 571-573 336 593
Malkhuto bikehal adati 1290 338-340 595-597
Ve-hahayot/Ve-ha-ofanim - Amidah 575-611 342-364 597-621
No Hazarat ha-Shatz

2
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Avinu Malkeinu 711-715 436-438 697-699
Keriyat ha-Torah
*While an individual is not obligated in
Torah reading, it is good to review the
Torah and Haftarah readings.

Koren Artscroll Birnbaum
Torah/Haftarah readings 727-745 452-466 712-723
Yizkor 757-763 470-476 729-733
Av Harahamim 765 476 733
Ashrei 765-767 478 737-739
Musaf?
Silent Amidah 777-801 486-500 745-763
No Hazarat ha-Shat”z
*Individuals are not obligated in the
piyyutim of Musaf. Nevertheless, it may be
meaningful to recite some of the piyyutim.
Imru le-Elokim 825-829 522-524 781-785
U-netaneh tokef 843-853 530-534 789-793
Ha-ohez be-yad 859-863 538-542 797
Amitz ko’ah (the Avodah) 879-899 554-570 811-825
Emet...Mareh Kohen 901-903 570-572 827
Kol eleh 903-907 572 827-829
U-me-rov avoneini 909-925 574-584 831-835
Minchah
Keriyat ha-Torah/Haftarah 993-1011 630-648 885-897
*While an individual is not obligated in the
Torah reading, it may be worthwhile to
review the Torah and Haftarah readings
Silent Amidah 1015-1039 650-664 899-915
No Hazarat ha-Shat”z

! Individuals praying without a minyan should recite Musaf only after the third halachic hour of the day (Shulhan
Arukh (Orah Hayyim 591:8).

3
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Ne’ilah
Ashrei 1105-1107 706 957
U-va le-Tziyyon 1109-1111 708-710 959-961
Silent Amidah 1113-1135 712-724 963-975
No Hazarat Hashat”z

Koren Artscroll Birnbaum
Selihot
*Selihot may be recited be individuals.
Hashem Hashem (13 middot) is only recited
with a minyan. An individual may recite
these verses if read with the Torah trope.
Kel melekh yoshev 1153 736 987
Hashem Hashem? 1155 736 987-989
Kerahem Av... 1155 736 989
Selah na..Hateh.... 1157 738 989
EvE”A U-mi ya’amod 1157-1159 738 989-991
Kel Melekh...Hashem Hashem (See FN2)... | 1159 738-740 987
Shilum parim 1161 740 991
Kel Melekh...Hashem Hashem (See FN2)... | 1161 740 987
Merubim Tzorkhei amekha 1163 742 991-993
Kel Melekh...Hashem Hashem (See FN2)... | 1163-1165 742 987
Yadekha 1165 744 993
Kel Melekh...Hashem Hashem (See FN2)... | 1165-1167 744 995
Zekhor Berit - Go’el - Enkat 1167-1173 744-748 995-999
Kel Melekh...Hashem Hashem (See FN2)... | 1173-1175 748 995
Rahem na 1175 748 999-1001
Kel Melekh...Hashem Hashem (See FN2)... | 1175-177 748-750 1001
Avinu Malkeinu 1191-1195 758-762 1011-1015
Shema Yisrael 1197-1199 762 1017
Tekia’at shofar

2 The 13 middot require a minyan for recitation. An individual may recite these verses only if read with the Torah

trope.

4
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YOM KIPPUR

Kaparot mnno

Kaparot is a custom that dates back to the time of the Gaonim. Traditionally, one uses
a chicken - rooster for a male, hen for a female, one of each for a pregnant woman.
Through the years, there were problems with improper attention paid to the slaughter of
the chickens, due to the large demand for slaughter on Erev YK. Since Kaparot chickens
were to be prepared and given to poor people, there developed - in some communities
- the practice of using money instead, which is given to TZEDAKA, thereby seeing to the
needs of the poor and alleviating the abovementioned problem:s.

KAPAROT is often misunderstood. It is NOT a shortcut to atonement. For real atonement,
we must approach HaShem with sincere repentance, mitzvot and good deeds, prayer and
fasting. KAPAROT is a sobering reminder of the frailty of life, an inspiration to T'SHUVA,
AND a way of involving us in GMILUT CHASADIM before YK.

Ideally, "do" Kaparot on Erev Yom Kippur in the morning. The text on this page is meant
for those who use money for tzedaka rather than chickens. Those who use chickens (or
fish) can find the standard text in a Machzor or Siddur.

Many people use a multiple of CHAI, such as 1.80, 3.60, 5.40... 18.00, etc. Some suggest
that the amount taken for KAPAROT should at least be the cost of a chicken. The money
should ideally be given to tzedaka before Yom Kippur. Shuls provide collection plates at
Mincha on Erev Yom Kippur for that purpose.

Hold the money in your right hand and say the following passage 3 times:

D721 00 YPON TRTR TUN 3L 0N N3

D ODONIONI MNTY) TYNN ,ONI8Y

MNYN? ,DNNYN DYV 7770, 0NN

S0 MIPY-TY AN V) 2PN ,IIN-73

OPYY 0PN N7 83 ,/N-IN P

LOMIPNYN 039N BN 1137 NIY?

LN 0327, PDINTDN YTON 7DD Y1

Y2 DTN PIDT 19N TON, TR -TNIN 1Y ¥2-ON
192 SR NOY NTININYTD,INN--1N07

Next, wave your hand with the money in a circles over your head while saying the first 3
word-pairs below, then finish the statement. Repeat a second and third time.

ION N ,NPASY D2 9DON DT ,ON999 HNY/AT,ONINN NN/ ,INYN NNYM
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Birkat Banim/Banot Evev Yom Kippur
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May it be G-d's will to instill in your heart love and reverence for Him, and that the fear
of G-d should be on your face all the days of your life so that you will not sin; and that
your yearnings shall be for Torah and Mitzvot. May your eyes gaze towards truth, your
mouth shall speak wisely, and your heart meditate with awe, may your hands be
occupied with mitzvot, may your legs run to do G-d's will. May He give you righteous
children who will be immersed in Torah and Mitzvot all their lives, and may the source
of your posterity be blessed. May He arrange your livelihood in a permissible way, with
contentment and benefit from His generous Hand, and not through the gifts of others;
a livelihood that will allow you the time to serve G-d. May you be inscribed and sealed
for a good and long life, among all the righteous of Israel - AMEIN.
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YOM KIPPUR

— Candle lighting YK

BEFORE LIGHTING YOM KIPPUR CANDLES... It is customary to light
memorial candles for one's departed parents/ close relatives before lighting
Yom Kippur candles. An additional 24-hr. candle is lit "for the living".
This candle also provides the "Flame that Rested" (NEIR SHESHAVAT) for
Havdala.

Candles are lit in the "usual" Shabbat candles manner: light them, cover
your eyes, make the brachot, then open your eyes and "benefit" from the
light. When a woman lights Yom Kippur candles, she accepts upon herself
ALL the restrictions of Yom Kippur - both the Fast Day aspect as well as the
Shabbat-like restrictions.

If there is a compelling reason to do so, a woman may make a T'NAI (mental/
verbal condition) that she is not yet taking upon herself Yom Kippur with
the lighting. In such a case, she should NOT say nmnnw with lighting (she
DOES say L'HADLIK), but waits until shul to say it with the congregation,
after Kol Nidrei and before Maariv.

PININYTR WYX, 0997 729 99PI8 D NHN T2
D995 09 IV 1) PP710Y N

NPIMNNPVINNDY 0NN T22IOPINR /N NN T2
N0 182

A woman who says nmnnw at candle lighting, does not repeat it in shul. She
should, of course, answer AMEN when the Chazan and congregation say it.
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Since we will not be eating to the light of the candles, one should try to
benefit from the candles in some way (without touching them, of course)
upon returning home from shul. It is also good to have in mind at candle
lighting, the various lights we leave on (or set to go on) around the house,

which are part of the mitzva of HADLAKAT NEIROT.

5:53
6:11
6:12
6:09
6:10
6:09
6:10
6:10
6:10
5:53
6:09
5:59
6:08
6:10
6:09
6:09
6:11
6:10
6:02
6:07

Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim

Aza area (Netivot, S'derot et al)
Beit Shemesh / RBS
Gush Etzion

Raanana/ Tel Mond/ Herzliya/ K. Saba

Modji’in / Chashmona’im
Netanya

Be'er Sheva

Rehovot

Petach Tikva

Ginot Shomron

Haifa / Zichron

Gush Shiloh

Tel Aviv / Givat Shmuel
Giv'at Ze'ev

Chevron / Kiryat Arba
Ashkelon

Yad Binyamin

Tzfat / Bik’at HaYarden
Golan

7:04
7:07
7:05
7:04
7:06
7:05
7:06
7:06
7:06
7:06
7:05
7:05
7:04
7:06
7:04
7:05
7:07
7:06
7:03
7:03
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YOM KIPPUR

Yizkor v

Yizkor is recited in memory of a loved one both on Yom Kippur and on
Shmini Azeret.

The custom to pledge to give charity on behalf of the departed is recorded
in Ohr Hachayim 621:6.

For full Yizkor text please consult your machzor.

Toral Readings for Yom Kippur —

Shacharit

Vayikra 16:1-34

Maftir Bemidbar 29:7-11
Haftorah Yeshayahu 57:14- 58:14
Mincha

Vayikra 18
Haftorah - Sefer Yonah
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Viouy nm

he following is an elaborated commentary on the Viduy which is
recited throughout the day of Yom Kippur. It should be used along with
the text in your machzor.

We have become guilty... of a whole variety of sins. What we have IR
done was not necessarily to rebel against G-d, but we nonetheless R
are devastated by our behavior

We have eaten - forbidden foods, questionable foods, without brachot, without good
manners and concern for others; there is something lacking in our faith in G-d

(even just sometimes); we don't always say Amen properly, we have a cruel streak...

We have betrayed G-d by not doing His mitzvot properly and by sinning 13733
in a way that is disloyal to G-d; we have betrayed family & friends

We have wasted prayer and Torah study time; we were not careful with Milk & Meat;
we relied on ourselves sometimes to the exclusion of trusting in G-d; we have said "sloppy"
brachot; we have belittled parents, teachers, scholars, friends; we have wasted time...

We have stolen - things, time, other’s sleep, ideas; we have deceived... 3137773

We have been arrogant; wrongly took credit for something; harmed or annoyed
others; not raised our children properly; have not been strict enough about sexual behavior;
have not repaid kindnesses properly...

We have slandered G-d (by questioning His justice and kindness) 999 93927
and people. We have said one thing and meant something else. c o
We have gossiped, defamed, used vulgarities, spoken disrespectfully, shouted -

misused the power of speech; not given people the benefit of the doubt...

We have caused perversion, corrupted others 339937

We have entertained improper thoughts - during davening, Torah learning,
or in general; we have davened W/thout kavana; burdened others;
encroached on another's "space”; looked at indecent pictures, literature, etc.

And we have caused wickedness; caused others to sin 1337:(_”717'1

We have neglected to be properly respectful of G-d; showed lack of
concern for the possessions of others; said we're sorry without trying
to mean it; fomented dissent; joined with others and wasted time on nonsense...
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We have sinned intentionally, and then have rationalized our behavior 99977
(making T'shuva all the more difficult) =

We have taken G-d's Name in vain; been careless about ritual washing of our hands;
been disrespectful to our parents; we ‘ate like pigs’ threw food, mingled immodestly...

We have extorted; we have taken advantage of those weaker than us; Ehle)algi
we have pressured others to give in to us 2T

We have caused Chilul HaShem; we have falsely flattered others; thought bad thoughts;
unjustly suspected others of wrongdoing; desecrated the Shabbat; not paid our debts;
desired (in an unhealthy, unkosher manner) the possessions of others...

We have "attached" ourselves to falsehood; lying has become 77'@ ubgv
a part of our lives; we have accused others falsely; I€32 T
compounded lies by lying more; hung out with the wrong crowd

We have given erroneous opinions and advice; defiled ourselves and others;
handled Muktza on Shabbat or Yom Tov; belittled Good and chosen Bad...

We have given evil counsel; we have abused the trust of others; Y JI8Y0
advised others in ways that are not in their best interest T T

We have secluded ourselves improperly with members of the opposite sex; joined others
in time-wasting activities; knowingly sinned; lacked proper reverence and awe for G-d...

We have been deceitful; made intentionally misleading statements; 939279
false promises; have not tried hard enough to keep our promises Tim

We have made HaShem angry at us; been ungrateful; intended to harm others (even
if we didn't); wasted time; delayed paying wages; called others derogatory nicknames...

We have clowned around about matters that we should have treated '.-13377
seriously; we have ridiculed good people; we've joked about things, which T "
prevents us from proper T'shuva because we don't take things seriously enough

We have - not learned Torah properly; worn Shaatnez; not been kind & charitable; not been
meticulous about mitzvot & halacha; not been scrupulous in our dealings with others...

We have rebelled; defied G-d's will; sinned because of incomplete faith 13979
We have held others back from doing mitzvot; not behaved properly in business... BT

We have angered G-d (so to speak) by disregarding His mitzvot, etc. 79¥X]

We violated promises and vows; took revenge and bore grudges; benefited from
this world without brachot; were lazy in Torah learning and service of HaShem...

We have turned away, ignored our responsibilities to G-d (and fellows) 99990

We have turned from Jewish customs; contradicted our parents or Torah
authorities; dealt with contraband; forgiven others in word, but not in our hearts...

We have been perverse and have sinned because of perverted reasoning; 1%
we have deliberately sinned to gratify our desires T

We have been falsely modest; a burden to our spouse;
we were insensitive to orphans & widows; we have violated (minor) prohibitions...

We have acted wantonly; denied the validity of (some) mitzvot; we "1317@9
basically believe in G-d & Torah, but have disregarded a specific mitzva T - T

We have rejected the Yoke of Heaven,; we were afraid to reproach someone;
we turned our hearts to idleness; we opened someone else's mail; we lacked fear of sin...
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We have persecuted others; caused suffering; been callous to others 9399%
We have distressed our family members; we put our needs before G-d's... T

We have been stubborn; we have refused to see G-d's Hand in z-ljy ﬁl:pw'
life; we have ignored or denied that what happens in this world = It
is not chance, but G-d's Will

We have been jealous of others; been stingy with Tzedaka,; read improper books;

listened to and accepted Lashon HaRa; not been careful with Kriyat Sh'ma...

We have been wicked; done sins that are particularly identified with ’IJYW‘W
wickedness, such as hitting others, stealing, planning to sin T - T

We have pursued honor; quarreled for no good reason; ran after temptations...

We have corrupted our character; been arrogant; extremely angry; unnw
vulgar - sins which affect one's character A

We have - lied; forgotten G-d and our commitment to Him; were silent when we
should have objected; gloated over another's misfortune; hated others; squandered
physical & spiritual energies...

We have been abominable; have become loathsome to G-d; Ehmhyiol
immorality; idolatry; haughtiness; anger EN

We have desired sinful things; belittled the Torah; we did not take the opportunity

to repent; were not careful with our T'ilin; were sloppy with davening...

We have strayed; drifted further away from G-d 199N
rather than getting closer to Him .

You have let us go astray (we lost the merit to have Your help); 1YY N
we have misused freedom of choice for ourselves and others CETRT

In summary... We have veered from Your TBwR  PRIvHN 17D
mitzvot and good rules, and that hasn't been N T
worth it at all. We acknowledge that Your | DX} 217 MY Nb] ,2°29017
judgments against us are just, because You act | 5 339y xap Hd by Ak
truthfully and we have brought evil upon i vt T W
ourselves. (Nonetheless, please forgive us...) JIVWAT TN DPWY DX

What can we say to You, G-d; You know everything; nothing is hidden before You...
ninoaT 93 Xo ,oopnw 123w 9°20% 201 fmY ,0in AW I KY 7n
93 woin PR o7 %2 *IN0 NINIPYNY ,07IY °17 Y7 PR Y7 IPKR NI
TPY TA I00I XY, TR D793 37T X 371 NP3 123,703 10
Therefore, may it be Your will that You forgive, pardon, and atone our many sins...
JPDRVI 9 DY 1Y n2onw ,Irniar R TR ‘7,770 19X %7 1929
APYWYD 93 Y 17792003 ,3°0319Y 2 Sy 17 Pnnm
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After summarizing, we once again use an alphabetical format (this time, a double
alphabetical arrangement) to enumerate a multitude of sins. And once again, the custom is
to strike the heart (left side of the chest) for each AL CHEIT...

For the sin that we have sinned before You... (repeated for each)

accidentally (or under duress) and willingly - even when we
don't mean to sin, we still must repent, for it indicates a lack in us that
we sinned. How much more so, when it is intentional

TID7 1NVIY KOO PY
,79%727 DIN2

through hardness of the heart - refusing to admit that we might be

T397 RVOY KU 7YY

wrong often results in sin. We have to be more humbile... .3'7,7 Y’IDNB
through ignorance - lack of Torah learning results in doing the wrong 309 NRLIY KL HY
thing. Rather than plead ignorance, we must strive for greater S T
knowledge ,ny] ”733

with words - many sins, especially related to misuse of the power of
speech, such as flippant oaths, cursing, gossip. We must be more careful
of what emerges from our lips...

T30 INVAY KO 2V
.D?p@ip ’m;;

in public or in private - sins in public are potential Chilul HaShem;
sins in private often indicate fear of what others will think, but a
disregard for what G-d thinks. Negative either way.

TID7 NNVAY KOO PY
NP3 12332

through immorality - this includes a wide variety of sins and includes
the sins themselves as well as that which a person does that causes lust
and leads to the more serious sins...

P57 1INLOY KU YY1
,NiMY 3732

with harsh speech - generally, this refers to misuse of the power of
speech in all forms; specifically, it refers to speaking harshly to someone
and unjustly hurting his/her feelings.

T3D7 1IRLOY RV Yy
.79 7272

with knowledge and deceit - refers to using our knowledge
in order to deceive and take advantage of others.
Also includes deceiving ourselves.

T397 1RLOY KV 7YY
RN NYTIA

through thoughts - this includes fantasizing about sin; such thoughts
are the root of sin and also interfere with Torah learning and davening.
"I was ONLY thinking about..." is no excuse.

T3R? 1RLOY RV Yy
297 737772

through wronging a fellow - deceiving, taking advantage of a friend,
etc,; also refers to unfair treatment in business

T397 1RLIY KV 7YY
,¥7 NXI972

by insincere confession - T'shuva must be "in your mouth and

in your heart, to do..." Let our words motivate us to sincere repentance
and let our sincere repentance be accompanied

by proper VIDUI (VIDUI can start or 'cap' the T'shuva process)

T307 1NNV KU Py
1D 1712

in immoral gatherings - being part of a group whose conversations
are improper can easily lead one astray.
"But everyone else was there!" is not a reason or excuse

T30 1RLOY RV PP
,D17 DTV

willfully and carelessly - even when we did not mean to sin,
we have what to repent - we should have been more careful, etc.

T307 1NVAY KOO PY
133023 73772

by belittling parents (incl. in-laws!) and teachers - this is not only
something we do or say, but even something we think. It all is wrong
and it threatens the strength of the Chain of Tradition.

T307 RVOY KU 7YY
,0779m3 0”137 Pr712
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by exercising power - it is wrong to use one's power to intimi- date

T30 1INNY Ko oY

feature of humans. And, foolish speech often leads to action.

others; one must not arrogantly act superior over others. , T PT}-m
through desecration of G-d's Name - includes major Chilul 0% RLIY RO P
HaShem as well as relatively minor acts which cause a lowering ol ,7 1? ’
of the respect for G-d or Torah in the eyes of others. Qw3 Y ﬂﬂ
through foolish speech - "why do we say stupid things?" One TIDY BRVIY ROD LY
has to repent this too, since speech is such a precious & powerful T o

rep i ince speech is such a precious & powerfu 71D NIWDLA

through impure lips - this is one of several references to improper
speech; in this case, the subject is vulgar language
and cursing.

TID7 IRLIW KON 2P
,D°NDW NXHL2

with the Evil Inclination - we sometimes fail to fight our
Yeitzer HaRa - rather flirt with it, then give in to it and follow it.

TI07 NRLIY XOA oY
Y7 %02

knowingly and unknowingly - we want to repent even sins that we
are unaware of having done. Also, sins against others who may or may
not know what we've said about or done to them.

T30 MRLOY XU O3
DoY7P K221 0°yT92

A1277D3 ,33% om 917 N0 ,ninbo AiiX 0% by

For all of these sins, G-d of Forgiveness, forgive us, pardon us, atone for us.

(These are different levels of forgiveness - commentators disagree concerning the terminology. Basically, we ask
G-d to forgive what we've done, not to punish us for it, not to even hold a sin against us, and to completely erase it,
as if we never did it. Some suggest that S'LACH is to forgive, but not necessarily to forget. M'CHAL is more - maybe

like forgiven & forgotten.)

by yielding to bribery - monetary bribery as well as flattery with
ulterior motives are insidious to honest dealings among people. Bribery
and flattery can blind one and cause a multitude of sins

in their wakes.

T3D7 1RYIY RO Py
W N333

through denial and false promises - we have not been honest,
neither with G-d nor with our fellow human beings.

Remember: this need not be a chronic condition, we must repent even
the minor instances of dishonestly. "I'm basically honest, but..." Not
good either.

T30 1LY KU oW
21237 W23

with Lashon HaRa - another misuse of the power of speech.

A particularly serious sin because it often results in permanent damage
to a person's reputation, even when groundless.

"But it's true" is not an acceptable excuse for Lashon HaRa.

Neither is "l was only joking".

P07 1RLOY xOA Y
Y3 1093

through fooling around - not taking someone's reproach of us
seriously, laughing it off, will impede T'shuva. Ridiculing others, joking
at someone else's expense are serious offenses.

TID7 RLIW RO 2P
TI893
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in business - business ethics and proper behavior in the market place
are just as much a part of Halacha as is fasting on Yom Kippur or
keeping Shabbat. Extra warning: these kinds of sin often involve Chilul
HaShem and are often disregarded by many

P07 1NVAY KV DY
,]PP2 KW

with food & drink - one should not pat himself on the back for
keeping kosher; one needs to carefully answer the question: "Am | as
careful and as strict as | ought to be?" Included in this sin are not making
brachot properly, sloppy benching, careless washing for meals, poor
table manners, gluttony, stinginess with guests...

T30 MRPIY XD Y1
TIYRI1 7IX3

through interest and extortion - taking or paying interest on
personal loans is forbidden. Besides the sin, it causes one to become
hard-hearted.

T30 1RYOY RO 7Y
1727027 P12

through haughtiness - arrogance is a particularly reprehensible
character trait. We must repent sins that result from it as well as work on
ridding ourselves of this negative characteristic.

TID7 1IRVAY KN PP
7313 nPwaa

with prying eyes - this includes looking at forbidden things, invasion
of privacy of others, expressing disapproval of others
with a raised eyebrow

T3D7 1NVAY KV DY
Y P

with idle chatter - yet another expression of the misuse of speech.
Here it can refer to davening and benching without kavana, as well as
pointless and time-wasting conversation.

P57 1INLOY KU YY1
,°NINDY M2

with haughty eyes - looking down at others. This is parallel to
the earlier reference to haughtiness, a particularly negative trait.

T30 1RLOY XV 7Y
NI o ya

with brazenness - acting without shame and a bit of natural
embarrassment is a contributory factor to a host of other sins

TID7 XL RO 2V
T8 NWYI

3377992 ,337 P 337 1o ,ninho BiK 072 Yy

in throwing off the Yoke - we exist to learn Torah, perform

T397 RVOY KV 7Y

mitzvot, and be good people. Many sins come from shirking our .

responsibilities. o airal bkl
in jJudgment - refers to sins of unfair judgment, in the formal T307 ROV RV 7YY
courtroom as well as in everyday life. It even refers to judging G-d. Ratriblok)
through entrapping a fellow - taking advantage of others, T307 1NPOY KO 7Y
manipulating people for our own purposes Bia n!_’j:gg

through a begrudging eye - being jealous and stingy.
Finding excuses for not giving Tzedaka or being generous with
others. Not helping others.

T/ID7 IRLAY KN PP
.'(?y mﬂg;

through lightheadedness - we are often frivolous. This is
especially inappropriate in shul and when learning Torah or
davening.

T30 1INPNY XU Y
,WXT nibpa

with stubbornness - refusing to recognize that we might be
wrong. Not learning from experience. Not taking constructive
criticism. This is a major obstacle to T'shuva, and we must repent
this in order to repent other things too.

TID7 RV XD 2V
AW NPYURa
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enthusiastically - One must examine his wrongdoings and
see if there is the added sin of doing them with a smile or
with "licking one's lips".

T30 1IRLOY KV 7Y
V77 0231 N2

by gossiping - The prohibition includes Lashon HaRa and character
assassination, but also includes telling tales with

no intention to hurt anyone. It is all too frequent that people

get hurt from plain gossip.

7397 1INLOY KU o9
.m0

through vain oaths - swearing falsely or frivolously can damage
the underpinnings of interpersonal relationships as well as being a
serious lack of respect to G-d. One has to be extremely careful in this
regard.

T397 1RVOY ROD 7Y
R NYIIW2

through baseless hatred - do you hate a person when you should
really be hating the wrong things that he does?. This distinction is
crucial for the proper growth and development

of Klal Yisrael.

T3D7 MRV RO V)
.03 NRIW3

in matters of "giving a hand" - we have been callous
towards the needs of others. Also, we have sometimes
joined with others in evil.

TR MRYOY RO 7Y
17PN

through confusion - this refers to a diminished faith in G-d caused
by not seeing G-d's hand in everything and by doubting the validity
of the Torah and the authority of halacha.

T30 1IRPOY KU OV
.22% 7innna

377992 ,%37 Prn 317 o ,ninbo 39K 072 B

After enumerating different kinds of sins, we ask for forgiveness of sins according to punishment & style:

For sins which would
require a sacrifice in the
Beit HaMikdash, then for
those which one gets
corporal or capital
punishment from Beit
Din or penalties from
Heaven.

Then we mention sins of
commission and
omission, sins we know
about and those of which
we - but not G-d - are
unaware

DI 72 WA 102 ,7yn X2 nign Y1 ny ngn by .pamy 277,709 17°p0

m’?m nx 1k D1b3 DPRY NXY 137 01937 DY AWY 0P A2 PRY 121,70y

v o 1’39'7 17 0393 DPRY DX 30777y 1’7 12779 1’39’7 DI3K 72 oy

Tt e n‘:ﬁ-n wi'ﬂ‘:\x O mm'ﬁ MRV 272,097

WYY 1o bxwwv'r m‘vo APR D TINTD TUIED mmTeroEN mibyR
JIDR XX n’7101 i 1’77: 17 R Tw’r:m ;7971 797 '7::: KRl
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Inl Kancing Jew

Semichat Chaver Program scv)

Are you looking for a group of guys to learn with?

Do you need thought provoking material that will interest your children?

Jein the fastest growing practical halacha chabura in the waorld!

SCP is a new and innovative halachic program carefully crafted for the needs
of the 21st century. With a specialized focus on the ethical meaning of the
Halacha, the program is rich with content that can easily be imparted to your
family.

Upon completion of each topic and successfully passing a written exam, every
member will receive Semichas Chaver Certificate of Accomplishment signed by:
Chief Rabbi Shlomo Amar and HaRav Hershel Schachter

New zman begins after Sukkos

English speaking locations Hebrew Speaking locations

Yerushalyim Yerushlayim x3

Efrat Ra'anana

Ramat Beit Shemesh Rechovot
Ramat beit Shemesh - 3 Petach Tikvah

Mishkafaim Haifa
Moddi'in Giv'at Ze'ev
Ramot and more

For more information & to register: SemichatChaver@gmail.com
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wslo Olim Guriey 2020 0

OU Israel is conducting a survey of Anglo Olim
of all ages from across Israel
The results of this survey will enable us to help current
and future Olim acclimate and thrive in Israel

Please visit the attached link to participate in this brief
survey: https://www.ouisrael.org/olim2020/

By sharing your experiences,
we can make an impact
Survey overseen by:

Meni Koslowsky, Professor, Ariel & Bar-Ilan (emeritus),
Rikki Liff, consultant at OU Israel

Design: Yael Hauftmann / OU Israel

-

02-560-9100

= ____ 9§
OU ISRAEL CENTER |  WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG |

New week[y Parsha shiur

with Rav Meir Goldwicht
Rosh Yeshiva at Yeshiva University

WEDNESDAYS, 8:30PM ISRAEL TIME

Shiur will be given in easy Hebrew - - : -
Great chance to improve your Hebrew &’g_‘
and be inspired at the same time!!

https://us02web.zoom.
us/i/2244321902

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG W1 Yeshiva University

OU ISRAEL CENTER |
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OU Isvael at ﬂ Online Shiurim & Programs

TUE, SEP 29

SUN, SEP 27 MON, SEP 28

Yom Kippur 9:00 AM
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz
Minchat Chinuch https://zoom.

us/j/89983298537

9:15 AM

Mrs. Shira Smiles is part of the
Tishrei Sukkot seminar (see below)
https://zoom.us/j/87469121375

10:30 AM

Rabbi Shmuel Goldin
Parshat HaShavua https://zoom.
us/j/195174554

Evev Yowm Kippur
No classes

2:00 PM

Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld
Men’s Gemara Chabura https://
zoom.us/j/887981820

5:00 PM

Mrs. Sylvie Schatz(L'Ayla)
Tefillot of Yamim Noraim
https://zoom.us/j/85177782268

Special Events \
9:00AM - 1:00PM

Women Tishrei Sukkot seminar
https://zoom.us/j/87469121375

7:00PM
Mother-Daughter Sukkot
Learning and Art Evening.
Register at

ouisrael.org/sukkotmd for a link
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m tbe comfort of your Home /<7

9:00 AM

Rabbi Shimshon Nadel
Halacha and Medina https://
zoom.us/j/6878683646

10:15 AM

Rabbi Anthony Manning
Contemporary Issues in Halacha
& Hashkafa https://zoom.
us/j/460662359

11:30 AM

Rabbi Alan Kimche

Great Jewish Thinkers https://
zoom.us/j/772450422

7:00 PM
Rabbi Baruch Taub Halacha
https://zoom.us/j/709706986

8:30 PM

Rav Meir Goldwicht
(Hebrew) Parshat Hashavua
https:// zoom.us/j/2244321902

MISSED A CLASS?
You can watch the
recording at
www.ouisrael.org/
video-library

THURS, 0CT 1

10:15 AM

Rabbi Baruch Taub
Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.us/j/615813416

11:30 AM

Rabbi Shai Finkelstein
Unlocking the Messages

of Chazal
https://zoom.us/j/488542635

2:00 PM

Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld
Men’s Gemara Chabura
https://zoom.us/j/887981820

8:00 PM

Rabbi Ari Kahn

Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.us/j/2624570009

\=

ey /)

WATCH US ON ‘ LIKE US ON

YOU TUBE

Niii

e g el

Facesook  Archived recordings of shiurim: https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library/

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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VIRTUAL
MOTHER-DAUGHTER 0
mesukorevent ()| &
wsmme oA et
.

Recommended for girls aged 9-12

Register (FREE) at
ouisrael.org/sukkotmd
and we'lll send you details
N’ E L
g R - WATCH US ON LIKE US ON ~ =
‘5; > YOU TUBE ‘ n FACEBOOK = *s

OU ISRAEL CENTER 22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

VIRTUAL TISHREI SEMINAR FOR WOMEN
SPOTLIGHT ON SUKKOT
e
Tues. September 29, Tishrei 11, 9:00AM - 1:00PM N,w(;
In loving memory of Mrs. Linda Pruwer-Brachfeld a"h AT
597 qoP 1 N3 RURD 7PN N1 FREE
OF CHARGE
9:00—-9:15 Opening Remarks
Zemira Ozarowski 11:00 — 12:00 Not Perfect but Definitely (3;
Wonderful —Lessons of Sukkot \ \\' ,","
9:15-10:15  Spectacular Sukkos Personal Story ‘ NN //
Rebbetzin ShiraSmiles  with Jodi Samuels N 4™
Uy
1 N .(’.\\ah
10:15-11:00 Sharing the Lulav 12:00-12:45 The Secrets of Shemini “(1_'_; ) = 4
and Esrog Experience Atzeret Miriam Brodersen //")7 Tt\\\
Sara Rotenberg i// N
For more information and to register - www.ouisrael.org/tishrei2020
Join us at https:/zoom.us/j/87469121375

OU ISRAEL CENTER | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG | 02-5609110
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To all our Readers and Regular

X1 OU

4 Minim Customers

Please help OU Israel to
continue to bring Torah and
inspiration to so many, even

Due to the new Government

requlations and the Lockdown during these unusual and
challenging times.
This year, we will, unfortunately, To sponsor an on-line class
NOT hold the Annual 4 Minim Sale oreventin hor?or ofa simcha,
in the merit of a refua
*x shleima, orin memory of a
loved one, please contact
Wishing you all the best of health Chana Spivack at
cspivack@ouisrael.org
INNM 1NN NIV MY 050-229-4951
The OU Israel Staff — :
 WWW.0U 's'RAEL' ORG

CHESED4U

Are you an Oleh resident of Jerusalem and feel unconnected? v ou
Would you like a call, a friend or a study partner?
Are you in need of assistance with obtaining food, medicine or

\”

other essentials? We will do our best to assist you. N
Contact Tziporah: (3] ~dl
053-610-0494 or tpronman@ouisrael.org l @

ZOOM4U

Are you missing out on events, shiurim, or social meetings?
Do you have a computer, laptop or smartphone
and internet connection and want to learn how
to use zoom? We have volunteers that will

help you learn.

contact Chana:
050-229-4951/cspivack@ouisrael.org

OU ISRAEL CENTER | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG | 02-560-9110
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THE PERSON

0 you ever hear voices?
I do, especially at this time of year.

Itis now the period of time between
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. This
ten-day period is known as the ten days
of Teshuvah, or repentance. During this
time Jews become more contemplative,
more serious, and more given to internal
dialogue.

It is a time for each of us to look within,
and to give special attention to those inner
voices which call upon us to correct past
mistakes, to redress past offenses, and to
resolve to do better in the year to come.

When I say, “I hear voices at this time of
year,” I am referring, of course, to those
inner voices.

There is another voice, which can be heard
at this time of year, although not many of
us are sufficiently spiritually sensitive to
hear it. It is the voice of God.

Over 1600 audio and video shiurim
for listening and downloading

plus written articles
www.rabbisholomgold.com

YOM KIPPUR

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB

OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

IN THE PARSHA

For you see, the Talmud tells us that this
ten day period is especially propitious for
seeking out the divine and for hearing
His voice. This is a time when God is to be
found, when he is very near.

Chassidim employ the following parable
to explain this wunusual theological
phenomenon. Imagine, the parable goes, a
king who spends most of his year isolated
in his royal castle. It would be no wonder
that he would wish to become more
familiar with his people, and with what
they were all about.

Imagine further, the parable continues,
that he would decide to disguise himself
in ordinary clothing and travel about the
countryside, visiting the common folk
and becoming acquainted with their lives,
their problems, and especially what they
really thought of their king.

And so the king, totally unidentifiable,
wandered through the countryside and

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

Great Value in Rechavia! Quiet but central,
Abarbanel street, 4 rooms, 90m, 2 floors up.
Great Shape, 2 full bathrooms, private land
3.29mnis

Heart of Old Katamon - Right by the
Shtieblach, ground floor, no stairs. 3.5
rooms,75m, great shape. 2.28mnis

For rent in brand new upscale building in Baka
5 rooms with garden - 9,800nis or a 2 room
4,100nis, Shabbat elevators and private parking.
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visited his constituency. The king was now
close, extraordinarily close, to many of his
countrymen. Few, if any, realized however,
that it was the king who was wandering
among them, and that he was accessible in
a very unusual manner.

The Almighty himself now “wanders”
among us, just as the king of the parable.
During these ten days, the first ten days
of the Jewish New Year, we have the
opportunity to address Him in ways which
were totally unavailable to us while He
was in His royal castle, protected by guards
and requiring appointments, usually
impossible to obtain, often long in advance
of when we needed them.

If we are aware of the presence of the
Almighty in our midst, in this unique way,
during this time of year, it is no wonder
that we might just hear His divine voice.

And what would it say? What does the
inner voice of our conscience say?

I think that these voices, divine or the
better part of our human selves, have a
threefold message; three messages that
apply to every one of us, Jewish or non-
Jewish, religious or otherwise.

The first message that I hear from the
voice is a protest against my tendency,
our tendency, to want gratification now.

Eiferman Properties Ltd.

SALES:

= OLD KATAMON
New On Market! Beautifully renovated
spacious apartment with 3 en suitebedrooms,
magnificent kosher kitchen, 3 exposures,
Succah balcony, Serious Seller!

* GERMAN COLONY
Existing building with a license to build 250
sqm on a large lot: One large family home or
2 - 3 separate apartments!

= HOLYLAND / RAMAT SHARET /
BAYIT V'GAN
Cottage 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah, view,
parking !

= CITY CENTER
4 bedrooms, 115 sqm, renovated, elevator,
balconies, NIS 3,290,000!
Option to purchase adjacent apartment of 75
sqm for a total of 190 sqm.

=ROMEMA
New 137 sqm, 5 bdrms. (2 with en suite
bathrooms) parking, storage, succah, view

= HAR NOF

* Renovated 4 bdrms, bright and airy,
3 exposures, MB en suite, large succah, no
steps to the building !

* Unique Villas for sale, 250- 330 sqm + rental
units, outdoor space, parking, view!
Many options!

* Shlav A - 3.5 bedroom apartment,
3 bathrooms, renovated, succah balcony,
storage room, view, NIS 2,580,000!!

= YAVNIEL
Villa + Rental Units! NIS 2,490,000 !

RENTALS:

= OLD KATAMON
* 6 rms., garden apt. furnished !
* Lovely 2 bdrms, furnished, 3 exposures,
two balconies !

= HAR NOF
* Spacious 2 bdrms. 83 sqm. unfurnished,
immediate.
* Shaulzon St. 3.5 bedrooms + 146 sqm private
garden, option for semi furnished,
long term, view!
« Villa, beautiful 6 bedrooms, view!

02-651-4030
www.eifermanrealty.com
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There is something within us that can’t
wait, that wants our pleasures now and
our hopes realized immediately. But
the inner spiritual voice, more clearly
audible at this time of year, says, “Wait”.
This spiritual voice stresses the need to
postpone gratification, to work long and
hard toward distant objectives, to set
long-term goals and to work toward them
ambitiously. This voice transcends the
present and orients us towards the future
with an attitude of optimism and hope.

The second message objects to the word
me”. It wants to counter the tendency
we all have to be self-centered, to live a
life based upon “me first”. This second
component of our inner voice encourages
ustobe concerned with others. Torealize,
as the sainted Rabbi Chaim of Volozhin

As we prepare for
Yom Kippur,
please remember
the over 200 poor
and needy
et families that we
help for Shabbat and Holidays, all
year long. This will add to your
Holiday joy.

Send your donations to the
Clara Hammer
Chicken Fund
POB 18602
Jerusalem 91185
tel (02) 581-0256
or via Paypal at
chickenladyofjerusalem.com

H1A1Y 11w

writes, that we are placed on this world
not to fulfill our selfish needs, but to help
others achieve their needs. The second
message of the voice wishes to counter
the culture of narcissism within which
we find ourselves. It emphasizes charity,
compassion, and social concern.

And the third message of the voice is
such a simple one. It says, “Be happy”.
It recognizes our tendency toward
depression, sadness, and despair. And it
encourages us to celebrate life with joy, to
cultivate that most important of biblical
emotions, simcha. How succinctly, but how
stirringly, the spiritual genius Nachman of
Braslav put it: “It is a great mitzvah to be
b’simcha, to be happy... always!”

These are the voices that I hear when
I listen carefully during this time of
year. Perhaps these voices are divine
in origin. More likely they are simply
being expressed by a part of me that
intuitively knows what is right and how
I should guide my life in the coming
year.

But one thing is for certain: These voices
are not auditory hallucinations. They are
not signs of madness or insanity. They are
signs of clarity and expressions of valuable
inner truths.

I am sure, dear reader, that you too
can hear these voices if you but allow
yourselves to listen.

Do listen. Follow the messages of this inner
voice. And enjoy each and every one of
you, a happy and sweet, successful and
peaceful New Year.
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Dr. SaritﬁAvraham

The Next Generation of Dentists

Not just another dental
treatment It's time for an
effective dental solutions!

Free Online Dental
Consultation
2" o

Call us now at:
02-6503208
054-9894707

Located in
Jerusalem
city center

7703

The Leak Detectives

Solving Your Water Problems For Good!

The Rain is coming sooner than you think!
/Non-destructive testing using infrared thermal imaging
V/Pipe cameras, Tracer gas detection,

/Balloon testing, Acoustic leak detection
/Professional Friendly Service

/ Certified Trained Inspectors

V/Inspections for insurance claims

+/ Comprehensive Iegal Reports

+/Court Reports

V/Expert guidance on how to fix your water problems.
V/Full home inspection before you purchase

V/ Along with all the repair services needed

Luzon

lsraeli Center
For Leak and Water
IDamage Detection

The Leak Detectives is now in cooperation with Luzon - The Israeli
Center For Water Damage, who has been leading the industry serving
ALL of Israel for over 35 years!

Now Certified Internationally by InterNACHI!

YK

REAL ESTATE

Professianal Friendly

New Listing

Newest Sale Listings In Jerusalem

Archltecturallv Renovated Apartment

in the Pinsker Building
2 Bedrooms, 2 Full Baths, 107 sqm, Small Balcony,
Fully Furnished, Wheelchair Accessible

;
AL

Excellent Apartment
in the Heart of Talbiya

4.5 Rooms, 130 sgqm, 2 Balconies, 3 Exposures,
Shabbat Elevator, Full of Light and Air
A

Duplex Garden Apartment in
David's Village
Excellent Location Between Citadel Hotel and the
Old City, 3 Bedrooms, 131 sqm, Large outdoor
area/garden, Private Parking, Storage

Apartment in the New
'Ramat Baka' Project
120 sgm, 5 Rooms, 2.5

Bathrooms, Central A/C + Floor
Heat

Yitchak Kowalsky
\, 054-766-0338
X Yitzchak@yykrealestate.com
@& www.yykrealestate.com

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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hat does the Kohen Gadol pray

for when he enters the Kodesh

Hakedoshim? What does he
request when he enters the Holy of Holies
as part of his Yom Kippur service? What
message does he convey from the Jewish
people to the Almighty?

His time is limited, as he does not want
to keep the people waiting, and raise
concerns that he has met his death in this
most sacred of places on this sanctified
day. He must choose his words wisely
and contemplate the significance of each
entreaty, each request, each supplication.
Towards the conclusion of his pleas he
asks God to ensure that no woman should
miscarry. Out of all of the potential prayers,
this is what he asks for.

The Gaon of Vilna explains our daily
prayer, “that we should not struggle in
vain, nor give birth to futility”, that there
are two types of fertility challenges.
Some find it hard to get pregnant — their
struggle to have children should not be in
vain. Another type of fertility challenge
is maintaining a pregnancy; this latter

YOM KIPPUR

Machon Puah for Fertility and
RA B B I G I D EO N Gyar::et;rl‘ogl:lain ::coerdarlu‘:/eavr\‘lith Halacha
WEITZMAN

group experiences the pain of giving
birth “to futility”. Their pregnancy ends
prematurely and they are left with pain,
lacking and sorrow, but no child.

It is this second type of grief that the
Kohen Gadol mentions in his prayer. We
have prayed for children and spoken of
the importance of pregnancy and birth
throughout Rosh Hashana. We now turn
to face those who suffer miscarriage.

One miscarriage can be a tragedy, but it
is not a rare occurrence. However, some
couples face recurrent miscarriages and
their hopes and dreams for a successful
pregnancy are broken time and again, as
they miscarry numerous pregnancies.

The Kohen Gadol prayed for peace,
sustenance, health and that women should
not miscarry. He asked God to heal this
pain and his prayer is a message for us as
well. We need to recognize the pain and
anguish of the couples who experience
miscarriage, who come home from the
hospital with no baby, no mazal tov
wishes, just pain. We need to make sure
that as a community we take care of them
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and empathize with them.

In addition, says the Gaon of Vilna,
we can see this as a parable for all our
lives. We pray to God that we should be
successful and that when we make the
effort in important pursuits we will find
success and accomplishment.

We must learn the message of the Cohen
Gadol’s prayer- to feel the other’s pain
and to ask God for success in all that
we do.

Shanah Tovah. m

Fun gifts for Chag and great activities for during lockdown

The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem - =
and helps couples from all over the world ‘ ;ﬁ 3
who are experiencing fertility problems. v 11 2
. >

Offices in Jerusalem, New York, Los

. Follow the FUN! 3 Status 054-474-8425
Angeles & Paris. Contact (Isr) 02-651-5050 A APRITIRY  50r ONLN > wnw workoffu.co
(US) 718-336-0603 www.puahonline.org il e

Y NEVE sHALEM |

THE "SENIORS"

BouTiQUE RESIDENCE

e ] 4 =

Te | . * § 2‘ 0%, Neve Shalem, a Boutique retirement Home in Arnona, Jerusalem.

At this old and prestigious neighborhood, our home offers high
Kore Hadorot 27 standard apartments with gardens and terraces, professional medical
www.neve-shalem.co.il | services, wide variety of social activities and devoted staff members.
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DIVREI TORAH FROM
YESHIVOT AND SEMINARIES

YOM KIPPUR

Toral Tidbits is proud to bigb[igbt the many outstandin, Rabbis and
teachers that lead the various Yeshivot and Seminaries Ggeve in Isvael.

[\
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Yeshivat Har Etzion is a Hesder Yeshiva located in the Judean Hills of
Gush Etzion. At Yeshivat Har Etzion, the pursuit of personal growth
is intimately bound up with a dedication to serving Israel and the
Jewish People. The Yeshiva endows its students with a mastery of

Torah, a love of the Jewish People and the Land of Israel, and the ability to engage the
contemporary world and be enriched by it, strong in their beliefs and uncompromising in
their commitment. By training a new generation of dynamic religious leaders, by fostering
Torah education and strengthening Jewish unity, Yeshivat Har Etzion enhances Jewish life

throughout the world.

. Rabbi Moshe
. Taragin

) Ram Yeshivat
Har Etzion

The Color of Teshuva

Evidently sin has a color!! Yeshaya
encourages us to perform teshuva by
whitening the “red” in our lives: “If your
sins are like scarlet whiten them like
snow; if they are crimson red, wash them
as white wool.” Red is the “color of sin”-
it evokes passion and blood, and is also
visible from afar. Part of the mortification
of sin is the embarrassment that others
perceive our shortcomings. It’s difficult to
conceal the scarlet letter!

By contrast, white is the color of teshuva,

as it suggests a return to a more primitive
state of native purity. In urging us to
“whiten” our souls, Yeshaya employs two
metaphors: snow and laundered wool.
How do these two metaphors capture the
experience of teshuva?

Laundering clothing underscores that
teshuva is an incremental process
stretched across our entire lifetimes.
Often teshuva is exasperating becomes
it feel duplicitous; aware that so many
teshuva pledges will fade, we feel two-
faced. Recidivism is, sadly, part of human
behavior and this indisputability haunts
our teshuva. Indeed, sometimes teshuva
launches dramatic and long term overhaul,
but, often, our sincere plans for change fail
in the face of long-bred habits. Often we
feel trapped in a harsh cycle of teshuva,
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failure, and subsequent teshuva; this can
dispirit us and often deflates the process
of teshuva before it ever begins. No one
wants to feel like a hypocrite!

One response to this trap is the realization
that teshuva is a life-long project. Even
if we regress, our negative habits have
been softened, our religious sensitivity
heightened, and our recoverability
augmented. The next round of teshuva
should be easier and hopefully more
successful. This “incremental” effect of
teshuva is highlighted by the metaphor
of laundered wool: cleansed wool will
inevitably be dirtied again; however,
the initial laundering will facilitate
subsequent rounds of laundering. Even
if our sins resurface down the line they
are more easily tackled after previous
routines of teshuva. Snow falls and melts
and one snowfall doesn’t always augment
a future accumulation. Cleansing wool
carries long term impact even after the
wool is re-soiled.

The teshuva of snowfall isn’t incremental,
but it is superior to the teshuva of wool in
two aspects. Laundering wool requires
exertion and human labor - especially in
an era before washing machines. Without
question, teshuva requires exceptional
emotional effort: the honesty to admit
failure, the wisdom to plan recovery
strategies and the courage to commit to
a different lifestyle. Teshuva entails the
boldest implementation of our bechitah
chufshit or freedom of choice. For this
reason, the Rambam pivots his section
of Hilchot Teshuva upon the principle of
unlimited freedom of choice. Successful

RESIDENCE

Located in Talbiyeh,
one of Jerusalem’s
most exclusive
neighborhoods,
close to everything!

PACIOUS PENTHOUSE

For Further information:
Reuven: +972-50-523-1478
Moshe: +972-50-714-7744

boblouis48@gmail.com

R

LINCOLN
RESIDENCE KNS

DUCHANOV
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teshuva is an extraordinary expression
of religious will and courage- much like
scrubbing dirty linens, it requires much
emotional scouring.

Teshuva is an opportunity for
personal introspection

By contrast, snow coats our world
“effortlessly” through Divine action. As
much as teshuva is centered upon human
struggle, it is also assisted by G-d. We invite
G-d into the process of teshuva: we ask him
to sprinkle waters of purity upon us and
even to serve as our mikvah. We ask him to
remove our emotional callousness — even
though we are commanded to perform
that act ourselves. We ask him to help us
daven, just as he led the first documented
tefillah of the 13 middot of His mercy in the
empty desert. We ask him to help clear our
minds, open our hearts and, furthermore,
we expect Him to walk us through the dark
and confusing forest of sin. By comparing
teshuva to snowfall, Yeshaya reminds us to
invite Hashem into the process of teshuva
rather than shouldering this immense
burden on our own.

Secondly, snow is different from laundered
wool in that no color transformation has
actually occurred. Dirtied wool is black
or brown, and, through laundering,
its color transforms into white. By
contrast, snow doesn’t alter color - it
merely carpets the ground with a white
plate. The land underneath hasn’t been
converted, yet the surface appears pure
and undisturbed. Ideally, we all strive for

transformational teshuva —which reforms
behavior, eliminates sin, and prompts
character metamorphosis. However,
teshuva comes in many varieties and
sometimes we must be satisfied with
partial teshuva or teshuva she’einah
gemurah- even as we dream of perfect
teshuva of teshuva gemurah. One form
of partial teshuva is to ‘cover’ our failures
with our great love for G-d, just as snow
covers the landscape. Self-improvement is
crucial to any successful relationship, but
sometimes, in a relationship, we ignore
differences and irritants because of our
deep love. Teshuva is an opportunity for
personal introspection, but also a chance
to celebrate and bolster the great love
between G-d and his devoted people. On
Yom Kippur we don’t only seek to launder
our sullied personalities; we also expect
snowfall- we hope that our love for G-d
will cover up many of our misconducts.

Laundering wool and snowfall present
two very different imageries of teshuva.
Laundering wool reminds us that teshuva
is incremental and a lifelong process.
Snowfall reminds us of the Divine role
within the teshuva process, but also
comforts us: even if we can’t transform,
we can ask G-d to love us as we are and
despite our limits.

Finally, both snowfall and laundered wool
depict an important aspect of teshuva- the
need to broaden the process. Typically,
teshuva is a ‘detailed’ religious inventory
inspecting and hopefully improving
particular aspects of our lifestyles. A
superficial inspection of our lifestyle will
“miss” important dark spots and cripple
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our teshuva. However, though this micro-
analysis is vital to teshuva, the process
must be stretched beyond specific actions
and particular sins.

Teshuva must address the entirely of our
lives not just the sins and betrayals. Just
as no one would launder a single strand
of wool, teshuva must cleanse the entire
“garment” of our personalities. Ideal
teshuva demands systemic character
transformation: Can we alter our middot?
Can we adjust our views and opinions and
better calibrate them to Torah values? Can
we become more sensitive, more honest,
more selfless, more idealistic, more
courageous, and more compassionate
people? Can we clean our “wardrobe” and
clothing and not just whiten an individual
strand of wool?

Just as “white wool” extends teshuva,
similarly “snow” stretches the process.
Snow doesn’t fall on a particular patch
of land but covers an entire region and a
broad topography. Teshuva obligates us
to consider the state of the entire world
and not just our own small cubicle. The
world itself is in need of change and
spiritual advancement and our particular
teshuva contributes to this global saga-
the drive of humanity and of the entire
universe back toward G-d. Can we look out
across a world- a world which is clearly
broken- and imagine a better world, more
spiritual, more communal, less hostile
and less polarized? Can we pray for snow
to fall upon humanity and heal it? On
Yom Kippur can we imagine snowflakes
walfting to this broken world and carpeting
it with a radiant gleam? m

] B ‘ Serviced Offices inl Central Jerusalem
[ ] [ )

RENT PRIVATE OFFICES
BY THE HOUR, DAY, MONTH or YEAR
IN THE HEART or JERUSALEM
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YOM KIPPUR

TOWARDS MEANINGFUL #

NP8 I

hough most of the piyutim will be

skipped this Yom Kippur due to

corona constraints, the piyut of minn
apn (which we also say on Rosh Hashana)
will surely be kept in, as it really defines for
us the essence of the day. The Chazan starts
out by announcing in a very dramatic
voice - O NI NIl '3 0P NWTP qpA nnn
this is a most important and scary day.

omnl m3 1TY1 YT 11 T NI AN T 0

190 AN NASN MWD Y3 N30m anm 19107
NI 1YINDIITIT

In this Tefilla, we paint in very real
and tangible terms what is happening
behind the scenes. We picture Hashem
(in whatever way we can) putting on His
judge’s cap, opening up and reading from
His nnnat 190, His accounting book of
memories, in which He has meticulously
recorded every single action we’ve done
over the course of the year. Sometimes
it is hard for us to really feel that we are
being judged, because after all, we are not
in a courtroom and we can’t see the judge
or the lawyers. Everything is very abstract.
So the Chazan has to take a moment to
illustrate the scene for us.

We then go on to say 12 o~ 93 T omm —
every single one of our signatures are

TE FI LLA BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI

Director of OU Israel Ayla Women'’s Initiative

KO

Women Reaching Higher

signed in that accounting book! We can’t
argue with anything written in that book,
we can’t plead innocence, because we
ourselves have already signed that we
indeed committed everything recorded
there!

oONYD1 UDW! AT APDT Pl VP T3 8w
NTON TTUN S e

Rav Soloveitchik explains that a shofar
will be blasted and all of our false illusions
will smash into pieces as we recognize
ourselves for who we really are and
stare at our faults head-on. We, and the
malachim appointed in our defense, will
be overwhelmed with a feeling of “n
Ty, trembling and terror, as we come
to the realization 110 or mn it is the day of
judgement, and we have nothing to say in
our defense! 1711 7771 12 NY 1, there’s no
natural way that we can possibly come out
innocent.

The Chazan continues —J1nay' oY1 i 72
111 110 7997 Every single person will pass
before Hashem like bnei maron. What are
bnei maron? There are three explanations
given in Gemara Rosh Hashana 18a -

1. 7o is based on the Aramaic word
NN which means sheep. Rashi
explains that when the farmers would
count out how many sheep to separate
as maaser, they would have the sheep
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go through a small opening, one at a
time, so they could count the sheep
accurately.

2. 1n is referring to the city of Meron.
Rashi explains that when people
would travel to Meron, they had to
climb up through a very narrow path
in order to get there. This path was so
narrow that only one person could fit
through at a time.

3. 1 refers to the 17 mayw mYymn, to the
soldiers in Dovid’s army who were
counted one by one every time they
went out to war.

At first glance, when you look at these
three explanations, they seem to be three
different ways of getting to the same
conclusion - each person will walk before
Hashem individually (like each sheep, like
travelers on the way to Meron, and like the
soldiers as they go to war) and be judged
one at a time.

But on further analysis, there is actually a
very big difference between the three.

The first explanation means that we are
being judged like sheep. As human beings,
we often act with a “herd mentality”
in which we simply follow the herd,
doing whatever everyone else is doing.
Unfortunately, this can also affect our
Avodat Hashem, causing us to act in a
certain way not because we think it’s
right or wrong, but because that’s what
everyone else around us is doing. We are
all very “united” but have lost all sense
of individuality. Rav Soloveichik says that
we ask Hashem to therefore judge us like

‘Write it

T ‘v.

Down...
Before it’s
Too Late

If you don’t write down your
parents’ stories, they’ll be
forgotten in a generation or two.

Don’t know where to start?
No time?
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Let me do the work for you!
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For Sale in Dekel
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For Sale in Dagan -

Stunning modern
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sheep — to recognize that in some ways,
we have the intelligence level of sheep,
we don’t always know how to think for
ourselves, so we ask Hashem to please
have rachamim on us.

Hashem looks at what unique
role we play in that army and
judges us in that sense, but at
the same time, He looks at the
army as a whole

In the second approach, we are behaving
like individual travelers. We are each
trying to push forward as fast as we can
on our individual paths to Meron. We
don’t care about the other travelers, we
just care about accomplishing our own
personal goals. Hashem here judges us
as individuals. How are we faring on our
own distinct paths? On this level, we think
for ourselves and shape our own paths,
but unfortunately, there is no unity and
cooperation between people.

According to the third approach, the ideal
approach, we are judged as an army
in which yes, we are each judged and

counted individually, but ultimately, we
are all on the same team, and all part of
the same army. Hashem looks at what
unique role we play in that army and
judges us in that sense, but at the same
time, He looks at the army as a whole,
and judges us based on how we function
and perform together as a team, with one
common goal.

Though we started off the paragraph
with scary thoughts of how it is virtually
impossible that we will come out
innocent, we end off with beautiful
imagery of Hashem as a shepherd who
lovingly counts his sheep n 73 wo1 mpam
and examines each one’s soul from all
sides, trying to find a way to judge each
one favorably mma %37 naxp yinnm and
only then apportions what He feels each
individual needs for the coming year.

We continue with the awe-inspiring
words of i M9 oY 0131 AN MW wNa.
Hashem wrote down our verdict on Rosh
Hashana and now, on Yom Kippur, He
will sign that verdict. And we go through
all of the different decrees Hashem is
deciding upon at this point, words which
are always chilling, but somehow even
more real and poignant this year — who

Dr. Anthony Goldberg

MBBS, MRCS LRCP, MPharm, FFPM

Licensed Medical Hypnotherapist
For English-speaking adults: Comprehensive therapy for stress, anxiety states, tension,
inability to relax, chronic pain, side-effects of medication, IBS, preparation for surgery,
enhancement of post-operative recovery, insomnia, lack of confidence, and much more.
Jerusalem area (and Netanya, by appointment)

For initial enquiries: 0545744978 or goldberganthony@gmail.com
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will live and who will die, who will die at
the end of his lifespan and who will die
early, who will die by other means and
who will die by plague and sickness, who
will have a calm year and who will suffer.
Somehow, I don’t think there will be a dry
eye as the congregation (however hig or
small it might be) recites these words this
year, as we recall all those who said these
words last year without realizing just how
much they might affect them personally.

We somehow conclude though on a
positive note, as the congregation cries
out — all is not lost, it’s not all bad. nnwm
77T Y1 AN 7'un apTyn a7'9m Despite
the fact, that on the books, we are all
guilty and should be given a bad decree,
Hashem is ready and waiting for a reason
to overturn those decrees. All we need is a
few moments of real thoughts of Teshuva,
a few minutes of tear-filled Tefillot, a
decision to deal kindly with others and
Hashem will be thrilled to tip the scales
and seal us for a good year ahead. 87
7'M 12770 171w Ox 2 N mna yiann Unlike
a regular judge, Hashem is not looking
to punish us for our misdeeds, rather
His most sincere desire is for us to do
Teshuva, to get on the right track, and to
be forgiven.

May we all take these words to heart, call
out to Hashem in real teshuva, and be
inscribed for a year of health and bracha!m

Jonathan Rosenblum, bpM
050-595-5161

Pediatric and Geriatric Foot Care, Bunions,
Hammertoes, and Diabetic Wound Care

Talbieh: 4 rooms, good
exposures elevator, parking.

Katamon: 5 room apt. 130 sq. duplex

with roof terrace, Car park, Quiet st. 4.5
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Talbieh: 5 rooms. Luxury apt. in a small
building, renovated, 4 exposures, succa,
parking, elevator.

Katamon: Garden apt. 5 rooms 3 baths.
renovated, parking, Centrally located to shops,
transportation.

Rechavia Wolfson towers: 5 rooms 2.5 baths
Renovated. Shabbat elevator, Knesset view.

Pinsker building: 3.5
rooms, views, terrace,

High floor, Shabbat Elevator,
parking, long term.

Talbieh: 5 rooms Well kept Shabbat elevator,
parking, Immediate.
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CHESED FUND

In this pre-Chagim
Corona period
Help to make Chagim happy and
sweet for the 40 needy
individuals who turn to us.
Make checks (Israeli only) payable to
"The Chesed Fund"
and send to

ISRAEL CENTER CHESED FUND
att. Menachem Persoff
POB 37015 Jerusalem 91370
or contact us at 050-570-1067
to make a bank transfer.
Thanks to all who have helped during
the Corona

Dr. Eliezer Rosenblum
NYS Licensed and Board Certified

Chiropractor

Offices in Jerusalem, Ramat Beit Shemesh
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Ohr Meir & Bracha

i The Terror Victims Support Center
w=m ) office@terror-victims.org.il 02-5824630 / 0504197775 9

Ohr Meir and Bracha the terror victims support center is

there for 400 families on a weekly basis. Please partner
with us in fulfilling the mitzvah of feeding our brothers and
sisters who are in need. There are many weeks where our

food baskets do not contain chicken. Each chicken costs
approximately $10.00. With 400 families that is $4,000.

Please donate now so that these families can have peace
of mind knowing they will have food on their Shabbos and
Chag table for their families and themselves.
Please consider giving the money used for Pidyon Kaparot

to Ohr Meir & Bracha the terror victims support center.
This way we can buy chickens for the families for Shabbos
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Tnsights and Tnstruction for Nrtilat
Lulav

Even though LULAV is only one of the Four Species - it is the
most prominent; it is named in the BRACHA and the mitzva
referred to as N'TILAT LULAV.

*Remember: Lulav & Etrog are not taken on the Shabbat during
Sukkot.

The mitzva of the Four Species [L&E] is fulfilled while STANDING.
The mitzva of L&E is to take the Four Species in hand together.
Therefore, one gets ready to do the mitzva by holding the Lulav
“bundle” in the right hand and the Etrog in the left, but does not
hold them together, and preferably has specifically in mind NOT
to fulfill the mitzva YET; then says the bracha (AND shehecheyanu
the first time as well), and THEN holds the L&E TOGETHER and
UPRIGHT with the intention of fulfilling the mitzva.

After the bracha/brachot and the joining of the L&E, the mitzva
is done. The custom is to wave the L&E in six directions. Keep the
L&E upright; hold them close to the chest and then extend your
hands forward. With the L&E in front of you, gently shake them.
Bring your hands back to your chest. Repeat in the same direction
two more times. Now do the same thing three times to the right.
Then three times behind you. Try not to turn too much in the
direction of the NA’ANU’IM (waving); rather face front as best as
possible and move the L&E in the different directions. Then to the
left three times. Up three times. Down three times. Extend, shake,
retract. Three times in each of the six directions.

Another custom for the order of directions for NA'ANU'IM:
SOUTH, NORTH, EAST, UP, DOWN, WEST

\.@
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Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim 5:47 6:58 5:38 6:49
Aza area (Netivot, S'derot et al) 6:05 7:00 5:56 6:52
Beit Shemesh / RBS 6:05 6:59 5:56 6:50
Gush Etzion 6:02 6:58 5:54 6:50
Raanana/ Tel Mond/ Herzliya/ K. Saba 6:03 6:59 5:54 6:51
Modj'in / Chashmona’im 6:03 6:59 5:54 6:50
Netanya 6:03 6:59 5:54 6:51
Be'er Sheva 6:04 6:59 5:55 6:51
Rehovot 6:04 6:59 5:55 6:51
Petach Tikva 5:47 6:59 5:38 6:50
Ginot Shomron 6:02 6:58 5:53 6:50
Haifa / Zichron 5:53 6:59 5:54 6:50
Gush Shiloh 6:02 6:57 5:53 6:49
Tel Aviv / Giv’at Shmuel 6:04 7:00 5:55 6:51
Giv'at Ze'ev 6:02 6:58 5:53 6:49
Chevron / Kiryat Arba 6:03 6:58 5:54 6:50
Ashkelon 6:05 7:00 5:56 6:52
Yad Binyamin 6:04 6:59 5:55 6:51
Tzfat / Bik’at HaYarden 5:55 6:57 5:46 6:48
Golan 6:00 6:56 5:51 6:47
Rabbeinu Tam Jerusalem 7:38 7:30
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Upon Entering the Sukkal

When entering the Sukkah we invite the
Ushpizin - guests to join us.
Customs vary regarding these prayers.
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continued on next page...
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Before leaving the Sukkah for the final time at the end of Hoshana Rabah one
can recite the following prayer:

NIV SNNPY OV 1IN FPINY WPIN N P99 1L )
ADNY SY 17IY 1903 380Y XA MY NN 12 1 N3
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NI DIIND NI ©IN MINN 37D DR T M N2V MY
00Y 19N2Y 1Y 1032 ,N29D 1 NN MY NN 00 M)
7292 NDNZ) TYTR YN NIVIY NPRYINIY PRn 700 ,00Un
;02999 NaY mVIINND MY MY 5219 DY) DI¥)9 Y21 1Y) NON
/NI NINND DHND TTIYZ NV YIN) OVIHN M 1029 NI
09999 NYIN TN, 09 1YY AYITPD THIN PNRINI NN TN
TV NIVND PIN NIV 1Y IR PINDOY 1T TNy N0 MY
233 23 1IN WS %73 IHNTY INYY NI N9 WK 52 17D 7397
I DINYIN DIVT DY) DORPY N 1IN 87N INEM 13
PN ISP PN INTY? 013 D2 292 210D 1% NN NN OWD

DTN INL N P97 237 11N 22

Toraly Readings for Sukkot
and Shwini Atzeret

Sukkot Day 1 Shmini Azeret/
Simchat Torah

Kohelet is read as there is no

Shabbat Chol HaMoed this

year.

Torah #1- V’zot HaBracha,

Devarim 33-34

Torah #2- Bereshit 1- 2:3
Vayikra 22:26 - 23:44

Torah #3 Mafti
Maftir Bemidbar 29:12-16 r 1

. Bemidbar 29: 35 - 30:1
Haftorah Zecharia 14:1-21

Haftorah Yehoshua 1
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— Kidoush for Sukkot and Shwiini Atzeret -

S ROMER RO
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VYL DIPYN N2

2027 123N NP 210

11931 299 KNN3 0N 729 PIN /N NN T2

72 1Y) BY 521 93 NI YN ONYD TN WPIR N AN PI2
O NNNY MNIY) NANNI IOPIN /N 1T 1DM PIMLN NYTP YUY
(01 NN) NI NIYN) O NN .PYYH 0NN 0N .ANHYY DITN

On Sukkot:
NNNNRY IT.ATD MIPD N
On Shmini Atzeret:

INDNAY 1T 7D NN PNY

.....

NANND 1 NAYY) TYTIR YTYIN (N3VY) :NaVD) .0MmYN Y DVTR
NNININD PYY NNV (N¥ID

ST YT NPINVINNR)INNDY BN 720 99PIN /N NN 973
On Sukkot only recite:

257 MM NN NYTR WYX .ONYD T2 PN N DO T2
i bl-kF]
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Kidoush for Day
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On Sukkot only recite:

TN BN TIRIPIN N NIR T
11293 3U0Y M) PRI NYTR

OU ISRAEL CENTER 83



— Hoshanot

The Hoshana prayers are recited with the Arba Minim in hand (except for on
Shabbat). The Ark is opened and a Torah is removed and held at the Bimah.
One may say Hoshanot at home as well.

Hoshanot, for Shabbat
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Hoshanot for Chol Hamoed
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Fourth Day CH (Wed Oct. 7)
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Fifth Day CH (Thur Oct. 8)
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First Day CH (Sun Oct.4)
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Second Day CH (Mon Oct. 5)
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The following is said after each day's Hakafa (Shabbat has its own), and after the
7th Hakafot of Hoshana Rabba. It is said back at one's seat in shul.
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Hoshana Rabbah: Please see your Machzor for the extensive Hoshanot for Hoshana
Rabbah which falls on Friday Oct. 9
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES

Sukkot As
A Tikun

ts beauty is striking, its smell

exhilarating. The etrog carries deep

meaning and valuable lessons. Let
us explore the profound message of this
special fruit that we are commanded to
take as part of the arba minim on Sukkot
and apply its directive to our lives.

Rabbeinu Bechaye maintains that the etrog
was the fruit that Adam Harishon ate;
taking it on Sukkot as part of a mitzvah
forms a tikkun for this sin.

Rav Shapira in Chazon Lamoed explains
a deeper significance in this idea. The
root of Adam’s sin lay in using his own
power of reasoning and neglecting to
have complete obedience to Hashem.
He contended that eating from the tree
would be an ‘aveirah leshmah’, although
he would be defying the word of Hashem
he felt it would create a greater kevod
shamayim in the world. Adam’s rationale
mirrored that of the ground on the third
day of Creation. On that day, contrary to
Hashem’s command, the ground produced
trees whose bark did not taste like the
fruit of the trees. The trees asserted that if
the bark tasted like the fruit people would

Faculty, OU Israel Center

cut down trees to eat the bark and there
would be a shortage of trees. The one tree
that fully obeyed Hashem’s instruction
was the etrog tree, whose bark and fruit
had a similar taste. This tree was the ‘etz
hadaat’, as the Rosh explains, that should
have been a model for Adam to follow
Hashem’s will unconditionally.

Am Yisrael wanted to create
a medium for Hashem’s
Presence to rest in this world
since Moshe Rabbeinu had
left

In light of this insight we can understand
the segulah quoted by the Yaffe La’levav
for women who have difficulty in labor
to eat (or bite off the pitom) of an etrog
used for the mitzvah of arba minim. The
pain and suffering of labor and childbirth
is included in Chava’s punishment for
eating this fruit. When one takes an etrog
and uses it as a tikkun for this sin, the
etrog then becomes a protection from the
fallout of the sin.

The gemara (Shabbat 88b) notes that by
saying “naaseh venishmah” in acceptance
of the Torah, the Jewish people likened
themselves to the ‘tapuach’ tree whose
fruit appears before its leaves. Tosafot
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comments that the ‘tapuach’ is a
reference to the etrog tree. At Har Sinai
the Jews returned to the high spiritual
level of Adam before he sinned; they
once again had the quality of the etrog
tree, complete ‘temimut’ with Hashem,
following His ways without question.
This level was reduced by the sin of the
Golden Calf. In a certain respect, this
sin was similar to the sin of Adam. The
Beit Halevi explains that Am Yisrael
wanted to create a medium for Hashem’s
Presence to rest in this world since
Moshe Rabbeinu had left. Their fault
lay in making their own calculation to
create a way of serving Hashem, yet it
was contrary to Hashem’s will.

Thus we can appreciate the Mishna
Berurah’s (quoting the Ari z’l) mention
of the minhag to bentsch lulav and etrog
in the sukkah. We take an etrog that
symbolizes the tree that was obedient to
Hashem, and do a mitzvah with it in the
sukkah, the place that reminds us of the
Jews’ faithful sojourn in the desert, how
they followed Hashem unquestionably;
“lechtech acharai bamidbar beeretz lo
zarua’.

Sukkot, a tikkun for the sin of Adam and
the sin of the Golden Calf, is a time for
‘temimut’. On Sukkot, we take the etrog,
the model of complete compliance to
Hashem’s word and use it as part of a
mitzvah, inspiring us to follow Hashem’s
will unconditionally. As we shake the
arba minim in all directions, we remind
ourselves to crown Hashem as King
in all areas of our lives; living a life of
‘temimut.’ |

Mitzvot from the Torah applicable in our times based on the Chofetz Chaim

Be happy on festivals
Rest from work on the day of Shmini Atseret
(the eighth day of the assembly)

SIGN UP TO RECEIVE A DAILY MITZVAH

Baka — Penthouse 220sqm, private
entrance, private elevator, 4 exposures,
central, quiet — 7,700,000nis

Baka —Stand alone arab house
200/255sgm + building rights —
9,900,000nis

052-3202488
Michael

N

3 e

n”Y1 D010 D)MW 71 "R
IG FINANCIAL SERVICES LTD
YW1 10 01W1 201D

NPMR1°2 NPRPI2 NNV ,D’W’?ﬁ DPw,n"vn nann
CURRENCY EXCHANGE, USD CHECKS,WIRE TRANSFERS

—

5 Currency Exchange Service UJ

10 Kanfei Nesharim,

Jerusalem
Phone 02-5023673

Also pickup and delivery -
door to door service
at no extra charge
Hours: 9am - 6:30 pm
Friday 9am-12:30pm

Ml & -1

ﬁ

Over 20 years in the business, excellent
rates, prompt reliable service

o Give us a call! m'
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[SIMCHAT SH

ne of my favorite times of year are
the few days leading up to the Yom
Tov of Sukkot.

Sukkot is also referred to as z’man
simchateinu, the time of our joy. There
are two primary rituals associated with
the holiday of Sukkot, which contribute
in some way to distinguish this festival as
the ‘time of our joy; specifically to dwell
in the Sukka and the joining together of
the arba minim- the four species.

For me, the few days leading up to
Sukkot are particularly meaningful. For
many years, I had the good fortune to
assist in the selection of the finest, most
beautiful sets of arba minim for members
of my hometown synagogue. There is
something indescribable, almost magical
when you find that perfect etrog for Mr.
Goldstein, or that lulav that seems to call
out Mr. Simon’s name! Of course for the
past several years, I have also tried to
be available to assist our friends here in
Yerushalayim in the selection of etrogim
and lulavim from the Shuk Arba Minim
we have traditionally held here at the OU

Please note: Deadline for ads for
Shabbat B'reishit, issue 1390-
Monday October 12

Please call Ita Rochel - 02 5609125 or
email ttads@ouisrael.org

MUEL

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

Israel Center, which sadly we will miss
out on during this most unusual year.

Obviously, when I share these sentiments
with people, often they look at me a little
funny. What exactly is it about the arba
minim- the four species, that speaks to me
so vividly? What exactly are we to learn,
experience, and feel while performing
this seemingly odd mitzva- of holding
together a lulav (palm frond), an etrog
(citron- a citrus fruit indigenous to the
Mediterranean area), hadassim (myrtle
branches) and aravot (willow branches)?

In Parshat Emor (Vayikra 23:40) we read;
“Ulekachtem lachem bayom harishon, pri
eitz hadar, kapot temarim, va’anaf eitz
avot, v’arvei nachal, usmachtem lifnei
Hashem Elokeichem, shivat yamim.” “And
you shall take, yourself, on the first day (of
the festival) the fruit of the beautiful tree,
palm fronds, boughs from thick trees, and
willows of the brook, and you shall rejoice
before the Lord your G-d for seven days.”

There are many, many questions that
can be asked about this one simple
verse, but I'd like to focus on one specific
question. Why the apparent redundancy-
“Ulekachtem, lachem- And you shall take,
yourself...?”

Our Chazal in Masechet Sukka, explain
the verse to teach us that the arba
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Tip the Scales for Rav Dovid Frid
Father of 8 With ALS

MERIT the Bracha of the venerable
Tzadik of Jerusalem, Harav Hagaon
Rav Gamliel Rabinowitz
"Make a donation to
safeguard your family's health"

Donate Now online:
bit.ly/fatherof8

Tax Deductible - Specify for both options
Fund #2605: Rabbi David Frid
By Phone: 1888-587-2842 -24 hours a day,
Bank Transfer: Bank Poalei Agudat Yisroel,
Branch #188, Account #621498

BB SHLOMO SEALING & ROOF

Advanced sealing system
Repair of tiled roof

> Licensed sealer
> 23 years of experience
> Warranty on every job

We specialize in sealing roof and
building walls, constructing and
repairing roof tiles, constructing and
repairing drainpipes, sealing balconies,
basements and pools.

Our company uses only Sli-certified
approved by Ministry of Health.

Among our clients: the Jerusalem
municipality, Bezeq, Ben Gurion Airport,
house committees and more.

visit and consultation - no strings attached

FAIREST PRICE GUARANTEED!

Email:’ gagotshlomo@gmail.com
Shlomo: 050-266-9766 g
Office: 052-774-3343 §

.

Gabai

GabaiRealEstate.com

Jerusalem
BAKAA, Heart of Bakaa

NOTYETLISTED, on a quist and pastoral street, near
the First Station, K. David St and the Old City. A split-
level penthouse, 160sqm, 4 bdrms, 3 baths, elevator, &
Sukkah balconies in excellent condition. Priced to sell!

OLD KATAMON, Rachel Imenu

134 Sqm, elevator, private parking, 3 beds (2 are en-
suites), 3 baths, plus a sukkah porch!

OLD KATAMON, Palmach St.

Boutique 60 sgm apartment, renovated, high quality,
3 rooms with a succah balcony on the second floor.

BAKA, K. Galuyot

102 sqm, 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, bright, airy,
succah balcony and gorgeous view. 2,390,000 NIS

GERMAN COLONY

New building,gorgeous 120 sqm apt 3 beds spacious
living space, customizable kitchen, view, Sukah porch,
Sh. elevator, parking & storage

Efrat
DEKEL Halamed Hey

Private freestanding house 350 sqm, gorgeous views,
6 beds, 4 baths.

Zeit Shemen, Zayit

Beautiful 3 beds, 2 baths, laundry room, large Sukah
terrace, overlooking park. ONLY NIS 1.490.00

M. Hakramim, Rimon

Freestanding house! Over 350 sqm, rental unit,
excellent layout, large backyard. Only NIS 3.280.000

Yaniv: 052.614.1442

" Yaniv@gabairealestate.com

Elia: 052.862.9208
EliaGabai@gmail.com
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minim should ideally belong to the
person wishing to fulfill the mitzva, thus
excluding a borrowed or stolen set of the
four species as a valid option.

Many of the Chasidic Masters suggest
that the verse is teaching us that there
is actually room within this mitzva for
subjectivity and individuality; that Mr.
Schwartz might find an oval shaped,
bumpy bright yellow etrog to be most
beautiful, while Mr. Levy is more
concerned that his lulav be somewhat
shorter, so that his grandchildren may
have an easier time carrying it to the
synagogue with him.

We must select and take from the four
species in a way that most resonates with
our own individual senses and needs. Rav
Moshe Wolfson, shlita, in his beautiful
work Emunat Etecha, explains that the
four species are meant to represent the
four letter name of G-d.

Rav Wolfson explains further:

‘Perhaps the verse also means join
yourself to the four species, allow the
depth of your soul to connect, to become

one with the Divine.’

The mitzva of the arba minim thus
becomes a paradigm for how ideally
we need to view each and every
mitzva - as opportunities to manifest
our relationship with G-d, within the
physical reality that is the world we live
in. Perhaps then we can understand
the second part of the verse as well:
“usmachtem lifnei Hashem... “And you
shall rejoice before G-d...”

In the words of Rebbe Levi Yitzchak of
Berditchev zy’a-“What greater joy could
there be, then to feel the existential pull of
the Divine Spark?”

The beautiful lesson inherent in the
mitzva of the arba minim, is that each
one of us in our own unique way has
the ability to become one with G-d, has
the capacity to find our own unique
path, to what Reb Levi Yitzchak calls
the “great joy of the existential pull of
the divine...”

Yehi Ratzon, may each of us be blessed to
feel that great joy this Yom Tov, and each
and every day.....Chag Sameach! m

A journey through Judaism's
most controversial issues...

“A remarkable new philosophical approach to Jewish faith...
This is the work of a major new talent in Jewish thought.”

- Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks

www. JudaismReclaimed.com
~ R
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BY RABBI MOSHE BLOOM

en.toraland.org.il

The Institute for Torah and the Land of srael

an Etro

Eatin e
Segula for an Easy Childbirth

and the

Eating the etrog

We see that the etrogwas commonly
eaten in the times of the Mishna and
Talmud. The Mishna (Sukka 4:7)
tells us that on Hoshana Raba, after
having performed the mitzva of taking
the arba minim for the last time and
beating the aravot, 1tumw mpian TR
"N 179181 102717 NN - “Immediately,
the children would throw away
their lulavim and eat their citrons." In the
Gemara in Kiddushin (70a), R> Nachman
suggests that R’ Yehuda eat his etrog. It is
pretty clear that the etrog was the first
and most prominent citrus fruit in the
Middle East.

The Gemara cites certain medicinal
qualities of the etrog (Shabbat 109b),
saying that eating a sweet etrog filled
with honey is an antidote to poisonous
snake bites. The Rambam writes that
“the etrog peel strengthens the heart and
its seeds serve as an antidote to poisons"
(Pirkei Moshe Barefu’a).

Segula for an easy childbirth

Today there is a popular segula for

an easy childbirth of eating etrogjam
made from etrogimused for the arba
minim, especially when great rabbis
made a beracha on them. This segula is
ascribed to Rabbi Rachamim Nissim
Yitzchak Palagi (c. 1813-1907; Izmir,
Turkey), son of the renowned Rabbi
Chaim Palagi. The segulais associated
with the opinion that the Tree of
Knowledge was an etrog tree, and after
Chava ate from it she was cursed with
painful childbirth. It follows that eating
an etrog that was used for a mitzva and
blessed (especially by great rabbis) on
Sukkot, and thereafter undergoes a
sweetening process to turn it into jam,
serves as a rectification for Chava’s sin
and can help ease childbirth. m

Photo: Rabbi Moshe Bloom
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8 Thoughts
Under the
S’chach

Freedom

Sukkot is the chag of Faith. We leave our
homes, we don’t know what the weather
will be, and we feel just like Bnei Yisrael
in the desert, under G-d’s wing. This
year we understand this more than ever.
Since Purim we have been participating
in a “Sukkot Workshop” - relax, let
go, understand you’re not in charge.
Lockdown and quarantine, no shul, none
of our regular frameworks, schools,
shows... our beloved routine. This year it’s
easier for us to relate to the chag, and fulfil
the wonderful pasuk in Tehillim: 1w 1970
o'7x DR 12 — ‘chill out’ and know that I
am G-d.

Between Yom Kippur and Sukkot

We tend to think the highlight of the
chagimis Yom Kippur, Neilah, and then we
come back down to earth. But no, the peak
is now. To fast all day like angels is not the
ideal. There’s something even higher, and
it’s called Sukkot.

Yes, the holiday with the wood and the

Lz | WDJ:VUN@A BY siVAN RAHAV-MEIR
PORTION

nails and the sheets and the branches. Yom
Kippur is only one day, when everything
stops. The aim is to draw strength from it
for the other 364 days of the year. To take
the messages and energy of this special
day into our lives, into nature, into the
world. Thus writes Rav Kook: “Those days
between Yom Kippur and Sukkot were
given to educate us about returning to the
matters of this world.” In other words,
one needs to build a sukkah. One needs
to go to the market to buy arba minim,
and yes, there are family meals that need
to address everyone’s preferences and
dislikes, and yes, sometimes the noise from
the neighbor’s sukkah is annoying, and
yes, you need to juggle all the kids, etc. But
when you take what you've gleaned from
Elul, Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur,
and apply them to all these seemingly
mundane assignments... that’s the ideal.
Life itself.

Family

These are very much family-oriented days.
Here’s one idea, from the well-known
Israeli parenting counselor, Ziva Meir
(who also happens to be my mother-in-
law): “Notice that many of the most moving
songs in the world are about “Mother.” In
all styles. In all languages. “Umi” in Arabic,
“Mama” in Yiddish, everyone worships
Mommy. How did Deborah the Prophetess
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say it? “Until I, Deborah, arose, I arose as
a mother in Israel.” Ynw'a oN, a mother
in Israel, is a concept. A Jewish mother
should be proud of who she is. She does
not need to put herself down. Mom has
often become a focus of guilt. We blame
her for anything that’s not okay —we blame
her for her impatience in the evening after
being with the kids all day, or we blame
her when there’s no food in the fridge. Or
we just blame her for the sake of blaming...

Mothers! At this time of year, find out who
you really are. Don’t follow the external
needs of others but connect to yourselves.
After all, the world is lying to us all the time:
at work, it’s easy to glean compliments and
at home, you can work hard all day every
day and after all your effort, your child can
give you a generous mouthful of chutzpah.
Outside you receive feedback and praise,
inside everyone is not always happy. Your
work is sacred but not appreciated: why
keep the house in order if it’s just going to
be chaos again tomorrow?

So we all blame the mothers and they
blame themselves. Who can correct this?
The mothers themselves. “Eim BeYisrael”
— mothers need to value themselves and

what they do. They're full of self-criticism,
taking on more and more assignments and
constantly frustrated and unhappy. I urge
them to connect inwards, give themselves
a pat on the back for being who they are
and doing what’s right for them. Do that
from the inside and everything outside
will change as well.”

Know to Differentiate

On Shabbat during Sukkot we read Megillat
Kohelet. In our crazy times, the profound
words of Shlomo HaMelech carry a lot of
significance: “Everything has its season
and there is time for everything under the
Heaven: a time to give birth and a time to
die, a time to plant and a time to uproot...
a time to cry and a time to laugh, a time
to eulogize and a time to dance... a time to
hug and a time to avoid hugs...”

In our confusing reality, we try to do
everything at once. Career and family and
marriage and relationships and studies
and hundreds of WhatsApp messages
in between all that. Kohelet reminds
us of a simple truth: one needs time for
everything. Stop creating chaos in your
reality. There are times for that, and
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there are other times. There’s permitted
and forbidden, right and wrong, and it’s
important to discern the difference and be
cognizant of what you're doing and when.
For each area of our lives to blossom and
flourish we need to learn to differentiate
and distinguish between what’s important
and what’s more important.

Arba Minim

Here’s a short piece by Rav Erez Moshe
Doron on the arba minim, which reminds
us of the significance of the lulav, etrog,
hadas and arava. He expands on the
famous symbolism of each of the species
representing a different type of Jew:

“As we know, the arba minim symbolizes
unity, but it’s not only the unity of different
parts of the people, but unity within
us — unity between all the parts and all
the situations Jewish souls can possibly
encounter. Each one of us could be a rasha
or a tzaddik. And what is our call as we
shake the arba minim? First, connect to
Am Yisrael. It doesn’t matter who you
are or what you’ve done or do, you have
a connection too; you can come closer to
being a tzaddik as well. Second, it’s not
only “connect” but also “wake up!”: we
are shaking the arba minim to the four
corners of the earth and up and down,
and the message is: whoever, whatever,
wherever you’ve been thrown or fallen, do
not despair. You can come back and come
closer from absolutely anywhere in the
world.”

Ushpizin

The Ushpizin, the guests we invite into our

sukkot, are seven fathers of the nation —
Avraham, Yitzchak, Ya’akov, Yosef, Moshe,
Aharon and David. There are many
profound and kabbalistic explanations for
this custom, but in “Be’er Miriam,” I found
an historic reason I've never thought of
before: our national fathers were largely
nomads. Avraham left his birthplace and
came to Israel, and then to Egypt, and back.
Yitzchak went to the land of the Philistines
during the famine, and then to the western
Negev, to Beer Sheva and Chevron. Ya’akov
fled to Charan, returned to Cana’an, and
emigrated to Egypt. Yosef was sold as a
slave, Moshe and Aharon wandered for 40
years in the desert and Moshe had already
been in Egypt as a child. David too fled
from Shaul and Avshalom.

Their lives were lives of sukkah, not of
permanent homes. They well understood
how much the permanent reality is
transient, and how much flexibility, faith
and creativity one needs in life. And,
despite all the inconveniences and troubles
mentioned here, each one of our ancestors
built himself up and led and educated.
We too can take our circumstances and
become better people. That’s another thing
to think about in your sukkah.

Simcha

You can’t miss it. Simcha is supposed to
be the central element of Sukkot — nnnw
now N M ana — and you shall rejoice in
your holiday... and you shall just be happy.
The Rambam tells us that in Jerusalem
on Sukkot there was “excess simcha” and
writes that simcha on Sukkot is a “great
service [of G-d],” while in our siddurim
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Sukkot is referred to as 1'nnnw 117, the time
of our joy.

So what’s the connection between joy and
Sukkot? The big testin our times—generally
—is not one of poverty but of wealth. Not
of lack but of plenty. Nevertheless, most of
us are not content. Chag HaSukkot offers
an alternative: we leave our comfortable
homes for a shaky hut, which reminds
us of the wanderings in the desert. That’s
how our ancestors lived. And it is precisely
out of this minimalism and simplicity
we remember the great historical story
and everything we’ve been through. We
look at nature anew (s’chach, lulav, etrog,
etc.), and renew our bonds with our
families and community during this week
of celebration. We learn to appreciate
everything we have around us all year
long... and be happy.

Starting Over

Meals, dancing, candy bags, laundry, and
suddenly, we’re starting over again. The
Shabbat after Simchat Torah is Shabbat
Bereishit, on which we read the first
parasha of the Torah again. Yet we notice
something intriguing: the Torah does not
spend too much time on the Creation of the
World. Rather than describing the details
of the cosmos and the stars and the oceans
at length, it stops and details the first sin of
the first human being. As it continues, the
Torah does not report on all the peoples
and kingdoms that rose and fell during
those times, but it does stop to record how
Avraham Avinu welcomes guests into his
tent, or how Rivka quenches the camels’
thirst near the well.

Why? Because that’s what’s important. The
Torah is not a book of science or history.
The word min comes from the word fnTn
— to teach, to guide, to educate. These
“small deeds” are the most significant and
influential.

This idea can also add flavor to everything
we’re doing at this time of year: the effort
and the running around - the sukkah, the
house, the meals, the little conversations,
the family moments — all of these are the
foundation stones of simcha, solidity and
stability. Chag Sameach!m

SHIUR SPONSORS

Tuesday, September 29 - Rabbi Breitowitz’s shiur
is sponsored by Herby and Debi Dan
in memory of their parents: ~Debi’s Father
Tsvi Hersh ben Menachem Mendel z“1 - 32nd
yahrzeit - the 4th of Tishrei (he was the Danville
Va. Aetz Chayim Congregation President for many
years) ~ Herby’s parents
Chana bat Tsvi Hersh a”h - her 16th yahrzeit
on the 5th of Tishrei (she was the Memphis Baron
Hirsch Synagogue secretary for over 25 years)
Avraham Yisroel ben Shlomo Zalman z”1-
33rd yahrzeit on the first day of Succot

Tuesday, September 29 - Rabbi Breitowitz's shiur
is sponsored by Mrs. Geri White in memory of
her dear parents, Hena Rivka bat Bluma &

Yitzchak a”h and
Yosef Ben Gitel & Yehoshua z"l

Wednesday, September 30 - All Shiurim today
are sponsored by Rabbi Azriel & Chaya Heuman
[n memory of their parents:

Mrs. Chava Heuman n“y
Rabbi Yakov Chaim 7T and
Mrs. Devorah Hilsenrath n“y

OU ISRAEL CENTER 99



Real Life Rescues TIN'R

Saving A Choking Guest 17Xl

L1221

On a recent Friday evening, United Hatzalah volunteer EMT Yonatan Isaacs was in shul in Tevaria
when his United Hatzalah communications device alerted him to a medical emergency nearby.
A family was visiting their friends for Shabbat when their infant began to choke. The dedicated
medic quickly and discreetly exited the synagogue and ran to his ambucycle that was parked
nearby. Jumping on, he flew to the address in just 30 seconds. Upon entering the home, he
found near pandemonium as hysterical parents, children, and guests were crying and screaming
as a 6-month-old baby gasped and coughed incessantly.

The experienced and cool-headed medic quickly approached the infant and examined his
airway. Yonatan saw at the very back of the mouth, what looked like a wet piece of challah.
Surmising that the unseen part of the challah was intruding into the baby’s airway and causing
the blockage, the medic carefully inserted his fingers and grabbed the end of the challah.
Yonatan proficiently pulled the relatively long piece of doughy material straight out of the
infant’s mouth. Instantly, the baby gulped down deep breaths of fresh air. The crisis was over.

The mother scooped up the now stable child, tears of fright turned to joy streaming down her
face as she hugged him tightly. Yonatan took vital signs and carefully monitored the baby as they
waited for an additional 10 minutes for the ambulance to arrive. Those 10 minutes could have
been the difference between life and death.

Yonatan reflected on the rescue that had taken place. “To be able to save this child was a great
feeling for me. As a father, | know the pain and panic one feels when your child is sick or having
a medical emergency. The panic one
feels at an instance of choking is
tangible. Knowing that | was able to
help alleviate that pain and fear of
the parents and the distress of the
baby is incredibly meaningful to me.
Even though | rush out to medical
emergencies on a regular basis, it
still gives me a push every time | do
so and am able to help someone.”

After Shabbat, Yonatan’s wife
received a phone call from the
woman whose house the choking
incident took place in. “I just wanted
to tell you that your husband
is amazing. He saved the life of
my guest’s baby today and | am
so thankful that you live nearby
and that he was able to help. He
prevented a tragedy for us all today.”
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OU KASHRUT

BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center
for Kashrut Education

here are two factors to consider

in determining who may immerse

utensils. Firstly, by classifying
the status of the mitzvah as biblical
(deorayta), it would require a higher
level of fulfillment. The second factor is
regarding intent, which is not required
for the proper fulfillment of the mitzvah
of tevilat keilim. These two factors are
essential in determining who is permitted
to immerse utensils.

Relying on others to immerse utensils

Most authorities rule that immersing
utensils is biblical. As such, one may
not send a child (below the age of bar
or bat mitzvah) to immerse utensils.
This is the ruling of the Shulchan Aruch
(YD 120:14) and all later authorities
(see Sefer Hakashrut 4:39). The Pri
Megadim (OC 451:6) and other authorities

1YY N9
19977 12 NN NN

discuss whether a child may immerse
glass utensils. While metal utensils
are considered deorayta (biblical), the
Gemara (Avodah Zara 75:B) states
that the immersion of glass utensils
is rabbinic. The basis of the Sage’s
additional requirement to immerse glass
is based on the similarity of the melting
and fusing process to the manufacture of
metal utensils. If immersing glass utensils
is classified as a rabbinic obligation,
logically a child should be permitted to do
so. However, the Pri Megadim states that
even for glass utensils children are not
to be relied upon for immersion. As long
as the utensil hasn’t been immersed, it is
considered a prohibited object (chezkat
isur). As the act of immersion permits
its use, a child may not be entrusted
with halachically changing its status,
even when the obligation is rabbinic.
Many authorities bring proofs against
the Pri Megadim’s claim. As many later
authorities (Pitchei Teshuva 120:14, Aruch
Hashulchan 120:13) are lenient and
permit children to immerse glass dishes,
one may follow that halachic ruling.
Children above bat and bar mitzvah are
fully permitted to carry out the mitzvah
of tevilat keilim.

In addition, one may not rely upon a non-
Jew to immerse any utensils on his behalf
(Biur HaGra YD 120:39), even glass utensils.
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The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field

Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

Immersion with supervision

Regarding intent, halachic authorities
discuss whether a child or non-Jew may
immerse utensils in the presence of a
Jewish adult. Early authorities bring
proof from the Talmud that since intent
is not required for immersion, a non-
Jew or child may immerse utensils in
the presence of a Jew who is obligated
in the mitzvah. However, certain poskim
(see Ben Yisrael L’amim 12:30) rule that
one should preferably not have a non-
Jew or child immerse even with adult
supervision, as no bracha may be recited
in such a situation. Ideally, the owner of
the utensil should perform the mitzvah
himself. However, in a case where it is
difficult for an individual to immerse his
own utensils, he may be helped by a non-
Jew to immerse utensils in his presence.
In order for a bracha to be recited, the
owner should immerse the first utensil
himself and the remaining utensils may
be immersed by the non-Jew.

In a case where a Jew is unable to leave
his house to immerse, a Jewish religious
adult should be sent to perform tevilat

Convert Old Movie Reels / Video
Quality Transfer to Digital
Photographer for Special Occasions
Michael: 052.286.8626
facebook.com/Idorotphotography
Preserve and capture your family history

keilim on his behalf.
To summarize:

Children who are not yet obligated in
mitzvot are not permitted to immerse
metal utensils. However, one may be
lenient to allow a child to immerse glass
utensils.

A non-Jew may not perform the mitzvah
of immersion without being properly
supervised by a Jew.

Under a Jewish adult’s supervision, a
child or non-Jew may immerse utensils.
However, it is preferable for the
supervisor to immerse the first utensil in
order to enable the bracha to be recited.

If an individual needs assistance to
immerse his utensils, ideally he should
immerse the first utensil with a bracha
and then a non-Jew or child may immerse
the remaining utensils in his presence.

Someone who is restricted to his home or
is unable to immerse his utensils should
have a religious adult Jew immerse the
utensils on his behalf.

Kashrut Questions in Israel?

Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at
050-200-4432

OU ISRAEL CENTER 103



V'Z0T HABRACHA

RA B B I AA RO N Editor, Torah Tidbits
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Generatipn to
Generation

s we conclude the reading of

five books of the Torah we pause

to contemplate its paramount
teachings.

Indeed, the Sages of the Midrash pondered
this very notion when examining the
final sedra of the Torah. They interpreted
Moshe’s final blessing to the nation, V’zot
Habracha (Devarim 33:1), within a wider
framework. Namely, Moshe’s blessing
to his flock is actually a continuum from
Avraham’s blessing to his son, Yitzchak;
Yizchak’s blessing to his son Yaakov;
and Yaakov to his twelve sons. (Devarim
Rabbah 11:1)

What is the deeper idea being articulated
in this midrashic teaching?

The Sages in this passage carefully note
that each one of these leaders began
their blessing with the precise word
where the leader before them left off.
Each of the forefathers, and even Moshe,
utilize the very same term which was
used previously to commence their
own blessing. For example, Avraham
concluded his blessing to his son with the
word 11 (Bereshit 25:20) - and following

in his father’s footsteps,Yitzchak launched
his blessing to his son Yaakov with the
identical word, jnu (Bereshit 27:28).

The Sages cite a halachic ruling
regarding prayer that they attach to this
particular gesture of the forefathers. In a
circumstance where the sh’liach tzibbur
(prayer leader) loses his train of thought
and is unable to continue, what does
the halacha dictate? (Parenthetically, in
ancient days often one would recite this
passage without a text in hand and it
was not uncommon for this occurrence
to happen). The Midrash states that the
person who steps in “begins with the
blessing where the prior prayer leader
left off.” In other words, the person who is
relieving the first prayer leader does not
start from the beginning. If the mistake is
made in the 8th blessing of the amidah,
for example, it is at the 8th blessing where
the reliever begins (and he does not go
back to the beginning).

Interestingly, the Midrash claims that
this law regarding prayer is based on the
fact that our forefathers continued their
blessing from where the prior figure had
left off. We emulate their way when we
adhere to this practice when presented
with the issue of blessings of the amidah.

How are we to conceptualize this law?
What is the deeper significance of the
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concept of ‘Beginning a blessing where
the other left off?’

Three noteworthy insights:
Mesorah:

The message of the Midrash touches on
the importance of parents and teachers
connecting the younger generation to
the entire Mesorah going all the way
back to Mount Sinai and the beginning
of our peoplehood, commencing with
Avraham.

Although one is blessed with
fortune and great success and
therefore one’s life has been
enhanced, yet, it is improper
to lose a grasp on one’s
humility and modesty

The notion of Mesorah, is a bedrock
principle of Judaism. The very first
Jew, Avraham Avinu, is praised by the
Almighty who successfully passed his
teachings and his unique vision to his
child. Hashem says: “For I have loved him,
because he commands his children and
his household after him that they keep
the way of Hashem...” (Bereshit 18:19).

The Rav, Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik
zt”] was enamored with this power of
Mesorah - transmitting the tradition from
one generation to the next. Not only does
the Rav often emphasize this idea in his
teachings, but he spoke of it as one of
his earliest and lasting memories. He
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recalled from his days in cheder as a
young boy that his Rebbe was teaching
the episode of Yehuda confronting Yosef.
The Rebbe questioned why Yosef asked
the brothers if they had a father. He was
already aware of the fact that his father
was alive. What then did he mean? At
this point the melamed launched into a
poetic reading of the text in which Yosef
was really concerned with the issue
of the brothers perceiving their father
not only as a biological parent but the
very source of their lives. “Do you look
upon your father as branches look upon
the roots of the tree? Do you regard
your father as the foundation of your
existence?...Do you believe that the old
father, who represents the old tradition,
is capable of telling you something
new, something exciting, something
challenging that you didn’t know before,
or are you arrogant, insolent, vain,
and demand independence from your
father? (Joseph B. Soloveitchik, Concepts
in Jewish Education, 1975).

A Link In The Chain:

Rabbi Chaim Zaitchik (Mayanei HaChaim
1, Toldot), a renowned contemporary
teacher of Mussar (1905-1989), posited that
the Midrash is spotlighting the uniqueness
of the forefathers and of Moshe Rabbeinu
in their wholehearted dedication to
preserve the accomplishment of their
predecessors. Often, new leaders are apt
to demonstrate their own talents and
genius; they prefer to make a name for
themselves. Merely perpetuating the work
of the earlier generation is perceived by
the new head as being shameful.

This was not the case with these righteous
figures of our faith. The midrash
emphasizes that the great individuals
mentioned in the midrash minimize their
own contributions and were dedicated
to giving credit instead to their ancestors
who paved a way for them to follow.

These great personalities preferred to
place their personal ambition aside. They
strove to stay on the course that was laid
out for them.They aspired to become
another link in the chain stretching from
the earliest founding of our people to
the end of days. The blessing that they
received from the earlier generation was
a treasure in their eyes that required
utmost care and supervision so that it
remained fully intact and pure.

Expand and Embellish:

Perhaps the most novel reading of this
midrash is found in the writings of the
Shem MiShmuel, Rebbe Shmuel Bornstein,
the beloved Sochotchover Rebbe (1855
-1926).

Each great figure mentioned in the
Midrash, in the words of the Rebbe,
“widened the gate that was bequeathed
to them from the prior generation.” Their
greatness was not merely carrying on the
tradition but enriching and expanding on
that which was inherited from the prior
generation (Shem MiShmuel 5672).

The Midrash is quick to point out that
when conveying the blessing, they also
added a new word of their own. Indeed,
the blessing they received was given
new form and meaning. In other words,
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each subsequent forefather enhanced
and upgraded the blessing that they
received.

The Rebbe carefully examined the text
of this Midrash. The specific term each
figure chose to implement in their
blessing contained significant meaning.
Let us cite the following examples:

Avraham gave the blessing to his son
Yitzchak employing the term jnu (Bereshit
25:20). To give in this way is comparable
to giving a gift (matana and the word
yiten). One does so with the pure intent
of bestowing on another, deserved or
underserved, additional favor.

When Yitzchak blessed his son Yaakov
he opened with the word, jnv , where
his father left off, but then concluded
his blessing with the word nx=p? , which
means to call upon. The Rebbe of
Sochotchov says that this term suggests a
quality of blessing that intends to enrich
and elevate that person’s station in life.
In this way Yitzchak’s blessing added
a dimension not found in the original
blessing of Avraham.

Yaakov picked up where his father
Yitzchak left off. He employed the word
ax1p but then concluded his blessing
with another word: nar, °this’. The Rebbe
suggested that this alludes to the idea that
although one is blessed with fortune and
great success and therefore one’s life has
been enhanced, yet, it is improper to lose
a grasp on one’s humility and modesty.
“This” and nothing more. Yaakov adds
to the prior blessings the dimension of
humility, modesty and groundedness

which must remain the most noble
aspiration of a Jew and the nation of
Israel - even amid accomplishment and
achievement.

In sum, the Rebbe of Sochotchov suggested
that the final sedra of the Torah represents
the exquisite aspiration and desire of every
generation to provide the next generation
with richness of blessing - even more
abundantly than what was experienced in
their lifetime. This ambition is one of our
people’s loftiest conceptions. Throughout
time and our history we as Jews strive
to steadily enhance and improve one
generation to the next. We are committed
to spiritual ascent; to building on our
successes.

A beautiful example of this idea can be
seen perhaps in the numerous families
who make aliyah to Israel. In many cases
the parents know that it will be quite
challenging to accomplish their own
personal goals in a new and somewhat
foreign setting but their true intent and
objective in making a new home in Israel
is in order to provide their children and
generations to come with a more noble
and elevated life.

May we be zoche to bequeath to our
children and grandchildren blessings
even more robust than we received in
our lifetime, and thereby continually
bring more light and sanctity to the
world - one generation standing on the
shoulders of the ones who came before
them. Le’dor va’dor nagid gadlecha. ‘From
generation to generation we will declare
Your greatness.” m
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This is the silent cry of thousands of Israel’s unborn children, imploring us to help their
mothers before crippling financial constraints drive them to end their pregnancy.

For the past eight months, we have been
experiencing an unprecedented pandemic,
bringing mortality, illness and financial loss
to hundreds of thousands.

Social workers report that a rise in the
number of women seeking authorization
from abortion committees on the grounds
of their untenable financial situation. With
no government support available in these
circumstances, social workers have been
referring  women to
EFRAT for assistance
with practical help and
emotional support, so
that a woman feels able
to keep her baby.

As a result of the
current financial crisis
in Israel, social worker referrals to EFRAT
have risen by 55%. However, EFRAT itself
receives no government support.

It is only the generosity of its partners that
allows EFRAT to continue its life-saving
work. These individuals have the foresight to

As we approach the Days of Awe, when
the Creator of the world decides who
will live in the coming year, we all seek

ways to guarantee life.

Our Rabbis teach us that Hashem treats us in
accordance with our behavior.

realize that their contribution to EFRAT is
the best possible investment. The bank notes
that they donate to EFRAT are transformed
into eternal life.
With this support, EFRAT has been
privileged to save close to 78,000
children, some of whom have already
established their own families.
At EFRAT we hear of many miracles that
occur to our donors and their families: lives
that have been saved
miraculously,  women
who have had a child
after many years, etc.
These are no surprise
to us. Hashem runs the
world ‘measure for
measure’ and just as
these donors have saved the life of a child, so
Hashem is merciful with them.
In the merit of saving the lives of Jewish
children, may EFRAT’s donors, together with
all of the Jewish people, be written and
sealed for a good life.

Dr. Eli Schussheim

40,000 unborn babies undergo what is described in this diary
According to the Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics in 2018 - 19,543 women turned to the Abortion Committees
99.2% applications were approved.

In addition, an estimated over 20,000 illegal abortions are performed yearly.

With $1,200 USD you can save a baby - Make the best investment in your life

Partner with EFRAT who saved

W unborn babies to date

NTY TA1D NTY
Save a Life - Gain Yours

E F RAT = C. R.I . Bo U.S.A. 1274 49th St. Suite 569 Brooklyn, NY 11219

Committee for the Rescue of Israel’s Babies Tel: 718-697-7022 efrat@efrat.org.il MECLELIENIIEETEATE I

Donations by credit card can be made through our secure website at https://en.efrat.org.il/
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