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Torah Wellsprings 1

Parshas Ki Savo

Bikurim maw w3, “Tell the cohenyou
he Midrash statesaren’'t akafuy tovali’ A kafuy
Hashem created the worldovah is someone who claims

for bikurim. he didn’t receive anything at
all. He thinks everything he
owns is by chance, or by "the
strength of his hand." By

We will state four points that
make this mitzvah so unique:

1] Bikurim teaches us thatbringing bikurim one
everything comes from acknowledges that Hashem
Hashem. gave him the land and its

produce. And this awareness
extends to all the good he
enjoys in life. He recognizes
3] Bikurim trains us to be they are all from Hashem.

happy.
PPy Chazal tell us about the very

4] Bikurim brings much more joyous manner bikurim were
goodness from Heaven. prought to the Beis

We will study these benefits,HaMikdash. The = Mishnah
one by one: (ch.? states, "An ox walked in

o front of them. Its horns were
1]  Bikurim  helps  us covered with gold, and it wore
recognize that all good comesan olive-leaf wreathe. A flute

from Hashem. played before them... Officers
It states (26:3)aws 13 oy e C@Me  from Yerushalayim  to
b NS ToN PN omm oes o Ir€et them... The craftsmen of
N> NN% WMAN® 1 opaws WwN PN, Yerushalayim would stand up

“Go to the cohen..and say to for them..."

him, I came to the land....™ o Alshich asks, “Why all
Rashi writes,qrxw :1ox nasy  this joy and excitement over a

2] Bikurim teaches us to
praise Hashem.
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few fruit which costs less thanflowing with milk and honey,
a half-dinar? An even greatelliving comfortably and
wonder is the Midrash thatfearlessly under his fig tree
states, ‘Hashem created thand vine, his home filled with
world for bikurim.”” What is goodness... he may think, ‘I
unique about bikurim thatearned this on my owh
makes it so special? Hashem gave us the mitzvah
of bikurim...” to remember
The Alshich answers, “When athat everything we have is
person is in the land that is from Hashen.

1. (I heard the following story from the baal maaseh, the father in
this story):

A couple was very excited. Their son was about to get engaged to a girl

who seemed to be the perfect shidduch for their son. They planned to

finalize the engagement that very night. But then the father remembered

that no one told his mother-in-law, an almanah, that a shidduch was

brewing. “She will feel slighted and left out if we make the shidduch without

consulting with her” he told his wife. So, he and his wife paid a visit to the

mother-in-law, and during the conversation they told her about the shidduch

in the offing.

The mother-in-law immediately made some inquires, and then said, “In

my opinion, it's such a good shidduch. You should finish it today.”

The parents smiled, because that was exactly what they were planning

to do.

The mother-in-law added, “But | suggest you tell my elderly mother about

it. Visit her, and nonchalantly mention the shidduch. It will be a mitzvah.

She will feel honored.”

When they told the grandmother about the shidduch she said she

remembers that she used to play with this girl's grandmother when she was

a little girl. She also made some inquiries and they were all very positive.

She said, “Grab this shidduch with two hands. In my opinion, finish it

tonight.”

And that is what they did.

That night at the vort, the mother-in-law thought her encouragement made
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The Kav HaYashar (18)Reb Yitzchak Mordechai
writes, “Everyone experiencesSilbersteinshlita (may he have
miracles. Especially in recenta refuah sheleimghwrites in
times, when there is so muchhe introduction to hissefer
strife and hardships in theRimzei Machshavah “My
world, and it is perpetually brothers and dear friends, I'm
getting worse. There are evilspeaking to you from my life
decrees, war, hunger, peoplexperiences: I'm paralyzed for
caught in captivity, distress,five years now. | can’'t move a
various diseases. Wherimb. No one can say, ‘It will
Hashem...saves a person fromever happen to me
all of the above, he shouldbecause...one’s ability to
continuously be thinking aboutmove his hands and feet is a
Hashem’s kindness. Whoevegift from Hakadosh Baruch
is able to live with peace andHu. If he can breathe on his
security and withparnassah, own, that's a gift from
he must praise Hashem.” Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

the shidduch, and her elderly mother was convinced that the shidduch was
made because of her involvement. They didn't know the shidduch would
have happened that night without them.

Later that night, after all the guests left, the father thought about how his
mother-in-law, and her mother, thought their input finalized the shidduch,
and he found it amusing. They were so proud... they didn’t know that the
shidduch would have been finalized that night regardless.

Then the father thought some more and he realized that he didn’'t make
the shidduch either. This shidduch was determined forty days before his
son was formed. The shidduch would have happened even without his
imput. Because Hashem does everything, and it only seems that people
do things.

Chazal say a bas kol announces, 1555 "% 1w 995 =95 nma. Where one
lives, the parnassah one chooses, and all aspects of one’s life are directed
and determined by Hashem. It seems as though we make decisions, but
everything is from Hashem.
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Hakaodsh Baruch Hu doesn’™Now everyone looked up to
owe anyone anything, and in ssee who was throwing stones
moment, everything can stop, at them.

rachmana litzlar’ . .
" The nimshal is: People don’t

Indeed, we certainly have a lotrecognize  Hashem  when

to praise Hashem for, butHashem bestows His kindness

people tend to forget. Theon them. People recognize

mitzvah  bikurim is our Hashem when hardships come.

reminder that the good weBikurim is designed to teach

have is Hashem'’s kindness talis to recognize Hashem in the
us. good times, as well.

There was a wealthy man whe?] Bikurim teaches us to
felt very lonely, and he sought praise Hashem.

attention. So he went to a high]-he next step after being

roof and threw down COINS 10, a6 of Hashem's kindness is
the people below. He thought, yhank Him. Therefore, the

pgople WOUId_ honor him forTorah states (26:5)kwms
his  generosity, and that:x TN ww RSy ‘moued and

everyone would be talking Rashi writes:

about him. He hoped that

would quench his thirst for nup: “This means one should
attention and a connectiorraise his voice.' sy T8 “N:
with people. But when heand tell Hashem’s kindness...”

looked down he saw the . )
) As the Sefer Chareidim writes,
people scrambling to gather“Bikurim is to remind people

the money and no one looked o oraise Hashem. *
up to see who was throwing P

the money. 3] Bikurim trains us to be

So the wealthy man, desperate happy.
for some connection withThe result of recognizing
people, began throwing stonesdashem’s kindness and
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praising Hashem is happinessieard his daughter upset about
He focuses on all the goodsomething and she moaned.
he receives from HashemThe Rebbe told her that it
and his heart is filled withisnt good to complain,
joy. As the Sefer Chareidim”"Because a sigh brings on
writes, “They  shouldn’t more tzaros and praise brings
complain like the unsatisfied more goodness."
people who cry and complain

their entire lives, as thoughThe Rebbe of Ruzhin told his
they don't have anything...daughter the following story:
Actually, everything in their There was once a wealthy

life is good...” man who always focused on
~_what he didn’t have. Heaven
Therefore, about bikurim itsaid, "you think your

states (26:11),awn 52 e sjtyation is  bad, you'll be

I TN M ms wN, “Be shown what's really bad,” and

happy with all the good that  he |ost all his money.
Hashem gave you...”

o . Now he complained even

4] Bikurim (and its lesson of more. Heaven said, "You think

recognizing HaShem anOlthat this situation is bad, we
praising Hashem) brings dowr'wiII show you what's bad,"

much goodness from HeavenanOI he became a leper. Now

Tzaddikim taught that whenh® wasn't even able to go to

one praises Hashem for thé€ople’s homes to ask for
good he enjoys in life, handouts, because no one let

Hashem says, "Do you thinkhim near. They were afraid of
this is good? Il show you catching his  contagious
what good is!" and Hashemdisease. He complained some

bestows greater kindness of'0'€, anq once again, Heaven
him. showed him that matters could

become worse. He became
The Rebbe of Ruzhiat'l once hunchbacked, and it was hard
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for him to eat. When he hitunderstood with his ruach
this very low level, he said, hakadoshthat it was because
"At least I'm alive." people weren't praising and
, _ . blessing Hashem properly for
Heaven said, "You think thISa” the goodness Hashem
's good, youll ‘be shownpeqios on them... Therefore,
whats really good," and hiSpqiq estaplished for Bnei
hunched back straightened OUlsisrael that they should say

He praised Hashem for this,ne  hyndred brachos each
and therefore he was grante(aay Since then, the plague
another gift. He was healed ’

from his leprosy. Now he

could speak with people, andBecause when we praise

ask them for help. He praisedHashem, Hashem bestows

Hashem for Hashem'seven more kindness. Thus,
kindness. bikurim, which teaches us to

praise Hashem, will earn for

us even greater dividends

from heaven.

ceased."

Heaven said, "You think this
is good, you will be shown
what's really good." Someone

gave him a big loan. HeAlso, even before one praises
reopened his business, and hidashem, just his
financial success returned tacknowledgement that
its original status. So we seeverything comes from
that praising Hashem bringsHashem is conducive to
goodness, and complaintsreceiving Hashem's blessing.

bring on hardships. _ _
The Alshich writes, “When

When Dovid HaMelech wasone thinks his wealth is the
king there was amageifahin product of his own might and
which one hundred peoplewisdom, Hashem will take it
died each day. The Levushaway from him. But when one
writes, "Dovid investigated theknows everything he has was
cause of the plague, andjiven to him by Hashem,
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Hashem will allow him to The Midrash Tanchuma Ki
keep it. This can be comparedsavo 1) teaches, "Moshe saw
to a wealthy person who hiredthat in the future the Beis
a gardener to tend to hisHaMikdash will be destroyed
orchard. When the figs andand the mitzvah of bikurim
grapes of the orchard ripenedwill cease. Therefore, he
the gardener placed them in @nstituted davening three times
beautiful dish and broughta day.” All the lessons of
them to the landowner. Hebikurim are taught to us now
said, 'Look at the sweet fruitthrough the dailytefillos. The
your field is producing. It's praises and the requests of
yours because it grew in yourefillah remind us that all the

orchard...' When the good we have, and all the
[landowner] saw thederech good we need, comes from
eretz of his gardener, he Hashem.

replied, ‘You can keep all the

rest of the crop.” This is the Shabbos Selichos

explanation of the mitzvah
bikurim. We bring the first It states Yeshayah 42:18),

Crops Of Wheat’ barley’ oliveSpWNﬁ& W27 DM Wny  ownann,
and grapes to the Beis“Deaf ones, listen! The bllnd,

Hamikdosh, and we see!” The Chidushei HaRim
acknowledge that it isn't ourztl asks, how can the deaf
own. Everything we havehear? How can the blind see?
belongs to Hashem... AndHe answers, “There are

then, Hashem will allow us tomoments that are so lofty that
keep the rest of the crops.” even the deaf hear and the

blind see.” He was referring
Bikurim in our Generation to those who are deaf and
We learned wonderful benefitsblind to  spirituality. At
of bikurim, but what should aspecial occasions, even they
person do today, when wecan begin to become attached
don’t have bikurim? to spirituality.
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This is applicable for Shabboghat this also applies to an
Selichos. Even if someoneindividual. When klal Yisrael
pushed off doing teshuvah keep two Shabbosim they will
untii now, now everyone ispe redeemed frongalus and
aroused and they want tayhen an individual keeps two
improve their ways. Shabbosim, he will be
This year, we have tworedeemed from his personal
Shabbosim during the days oft'uggles — and  problems.
selichos before Rosh Therefore, as there are two
Hashanah. Chazal say, “If KlalIShabbosim  before ~ Rosh
Yisrael keep two ShabbosimHashanah, Reb Yechezkel
they will immediately be would urge his students to take
redeemed.” Reb Yechezkehdvantage of them, to be
Levinstein zt'l (and also the redeemed and to merit a good
Chidushei HaRimzt'l) teach  year on Rosh Hashanah.

2. Itisn't too late to do teshuvah. Although most of Elul passed, we can
begin now.

Our custom is to blow shofar every day in Elul. The shofar rouses us to

do teshuvah. If one didn't wake up to teshuvah on the first day of Elul, we

blow shofar the second day. Perhaps he will do teshuvah then. And if he

wasn't roused, we blow shofar the next day, too, because we always give

another chance to do teshuvah.

3. A mashal is told about a supervisor whose job was to check the
hostels for the mentally ill. He came to one hostel and asked the

person in charge how he determines who is mentally ill and needs to be

hospitalized?

The home manager replied, “We put him near a bathtub, and we give him

a spoon, a pot, and a bucket and we tell him to empty out the water from

the bathtub. We watch what he does, and then we can determine what

treatment he needs, and whether he is insane or not.”

The supervisor found this technique intriguing. “I understand” he said,

smiling broadly. “If he takes the water out with the bucket, that means he

is wise and well. But if he uses a spoon or a pot, he is a fool.”
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The First Day of Selichos mam o mnm mans of  Rosh
Hashanah begins on the first

The sefarim write that the . .
night of selichos

yamim noraimbegins on the
first night of selichos Rebbe Motzei Shabbos, the first night
Uri of Strelisk zt'| said, “The of selichos we say thepiyut

“By the way” the hostel manager said to the supervisor, “we have a very
modern facilities, and you may want to spend some time living here...”
“What are you talking about!” the supervisor said. “I am well, baruch
Hashem.”

“But you failed the test” the manager said. “If you want to take the water
out of the bathtub, all you have to do is take away the plug.”

The nimshal is, the Torah says ppax5 n%w nx onbm, “Circumcise your
heart.” If a person wants to improve his ways, have good middos, love
Torah, etc., the counsel is simply to “circumcise the heart.” Take away the
plug that is preventing your heart from opening up, and then everything will
naturally fall into place.

The old custom (before the event of alarm clocks) was that the shamesh
of the beis medresh would go from home to home, knock on the window,
and shout “Wake up for selichos.”

There were those who woke up on their own, even before the shamesh
came. If the shamesh saw a light on in the house, and heard them getting
ready to go to selichos, he would pass that home without knocking on their
window. Some people heard the shamesh knocking on their neighbor’'s
window, and that awoke them.

But when the shamesh came to a house where everyone was sleeping, he
would bang on their window.

The nimshal is:

Sometimes afflictions come to awaken people to do teshuvah. The
fortunate people wake up and do teshuvah; they don't need punishments
to rouse them. There are people who are aroused to teshuvah when they
see their neighbor’s suffering, chalilah. However, those who aren't aroused,
they may a need knock on their window, afflictions may chalilah come, to
rouse them to teshuvah. It's best when one awakens himself, without
yesurim, chalilah.
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“aman wema.” This prayer is on the first day of selichos
written according to the orderis more intense than his
of the alef beis. As it statesx service on Rosh Hashanah

Sn omwps ey pee, the first and Yom Kippur.
word of this phrase is am,
and then it statesmwn Ty pwa For generations, Belzer

Sx ven, beginning with a’a. chassidim have the custom to
Similarly, each phrase beginsay the entirelTehillim on this
with the next letter of the alef day, in beis medreshy ama.
beis. The exception of this rule

are the lettersiand o, as they When Rebbe Yissachar Dov
are written in two words, ass was old and not well, his

pap, instead of two phrases. gaba’imtried to convince him

_ . that he shouldn’t sayfehillim
Rebbe Pinchas of Koritztl j, peis medresh on the first

explained that this is because day of selichos But he came

'® spell o3, miracle, and we {5 the peis medresh with
don’'t want to separate themasirus nefesiHe said, “How
since the days obelichosare -5 you prevent me from the
mesugalfor miracles. greathisorerusand hislahavus
of saying the py~ = after
Tehillim with the
congregation?”

The letter'n of this selichosis
Mo ey em onn,  “show
them Your miracles..."

Because during these days of _
selichos we want Hashem Rebbe Dovid of Lelov went to

should show us miracles, and"'S Rebbe, the Chozeh of

grant us our heart's desires. Lublin ztl, and since he was
poor, he had to travel back

Some people fast on the firshome to Lelov by foot.
day of selichos some say the Someone stopped his horse
entire Tehillim. Rebbe and buggy next to Rebbe
Yissacher Dov of Belzzy’a Dovid, and asked him where
said that hisavodas Hashem he was heading.
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“To Lelov.” medresh for selichos Why

“Come aboard. | live in a shouldn’t | go?”

village nearby.”

When they arrived at Lelov,He drove to the Lelover

Rebbe Dovid thanked him andRebbe’s beis medresh. This

said, “I have a beis medresh inime, when the Rebbe came

Lelov. Come there on the firstoyt, he saw him and

night of selichos’ immediately began saying

The man thought to himself, “I selichos

did him a favor, and now he

wants to take advantage of meatterwards, he told him, “You

to make certain he has &g me a favor this year, and

minyan in his beis medresh for; \yanted to give you a

selic_hos One thing is for SUr€: hrachah | asked you to come

| will not go to his beis oy the first day of selichos
medresh forselichos since it is a greaeis ratzonin

: : : heaven, and thérachostake
On the first night ofselichos effect. | bless you that you

Rebbe Dovid entered his beis

medresh and looked around?Nd Your descendants should

The person who gave him a'2ve Imlmen?e wealth  and
ride wasn't there yet, so he ong lives.
went back to his room. _ _
This story was told by this
A few times he entered theMan'’s descendant to my

beis medresh, looked aroundgrandfather — Reb  Moishe
and returned to his study. Mordechai of Lelov. He said,

“I'm his great-grandson, and |
At this time, the one who gavecan testify that thebrachah
him a ride was in his village.was fully materialized. All
He thought to himself, “Rebbesubsequent generations had
Dovid is a holy man. He askedwealth and everyone lived
me to come to his beis long.”
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The Tur (581) writes, “Most Shulchan Aruch(Yorah Deah
people fast on the first day245:17) that amelamedmust
of selichos “ The Imrei sleep well. Perhaps | shouldn’t
Pinchas (445) writes thatgo to selichos because that
Rebbe Pinchas of Koritzt'l would mean that | must
“ was very machmirto tovel awaken early, and | won't
on the first day ofselichos have enough sleep.”

early in the morning, andReb Yosef Chaim Zonnenfeld
also onerev Rosh Hashanah,replied, “I don’'t see anyheter
early in the morning and onfor you not to wake up for
the two days of Roshselichos These are special
Hashanah... Although he waslays to pour our hearts out
lenient [with mikval]... before the King and to request
nevertheless, he was more for our lives...”
stringent with theseevilos”

Reb Yaakov Landawtl, the

rav. of Bnei Brak, would
generally contain his emotions
But on the first night of
selichos he was thechazan

He beganAshreias usual; his
voice didn't show his

In the past, many people
fasted during the days of
selichos The Leket Yosher
(Hilchos Taanis 12, p.114)
writes, “Once | asked my
rebbe, the Terumas HaDeshen,
to permit me to eat during the
eidays of selichos so | could
0 m romn until the end of €&M well, Ilke.all days of the
. : : year. He replied, theomp,
selichos he cried copiously. It
: : scholars of the past, also knew
was almost impossible to hea{
: : hat a fast makes people weak
his voice, because he was :
crying so much and disables them to learn
' well, nevertheless, they
Selichos instituted the custom for
Someone asked Reb Yosegbeople to fast during
Chaim Zonenfeldztl: “I'm a selichos... Therefore, | can’t

melamed and it states in permit it.”
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We don't fast in our When he brought the letter to
generation; however  wethe king, the advisor would
should remember that thes¢ell the king to ignore the
aren’'t regular days. These aréetter, claiming he wasn’'t an
special days for repentancehonest and deserving citizen.
for rousing Hashem’s .

compassion, for introspection' "€ man realized that he

and seeking ways to improve.ShOUIdn’t wait for the king’s
birthday to ask his requests,

A kind king used to ride down because the king’s advisor will

the main streets of his capitafP€ak slander him. The only
city on his birthday. Solution was to come earlier.

Multitudes of citize.ns woul'd The following year, this man
stand on the road side, wavingyant to the king's palace
ecstatically, as they celebrate@efqrathe king's birthday, and
the king's birthday. At this ghoke directly with the king.
special time, everyone hadrne king's advisor wasn't

permission to come up to thearound, and the kind king
king’s chariot and give the filed his request.

king their letters. Their letters
would praise the kind king andThe Yeitav Lev told this story
state their requests. The kingluring the days ofselichos
read all their letters andand then the Yeitav Lev cried
granted them their requests.out, “Beloved Yidden! On
Rosh Hashanah Hashem is
There was one person whaurrounded by prosecuting
would give his letter directly angels who speak out against
to the king’s hand, every yearus. They claim we don't
but his requests were nevedeserve a good  year.
fulfilled. He investigated the Therefore, every year on
matter and discovered that th&kosh Hashanah, we have the
king traveled with an advisor.mitzvah of shofar, which
That advisor hated this citizenprotects us from their
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protests. We will be wiser if days to check himself from
we speak with Hashem facell blemishes and sins, and to
to face now, during the daysdo teshvuahon them” so he
of selichos Our adversarieswill be a fitting korban on
aren't around, and Hashem Rosh Hashanah.

will answer our prayers. Now

is the time to beg Hashem for _ _
health, parnassah nachas Before selichosof m »» (said

and all your heart's desires. £ couple of days before Yom
we will do so, Hashem will Kippur) the Beis Aharon said
have mercy on us and granf® his chassidim, “Don’t say

us a sweet and successfui€lichosas if it were a custom
new year.” or routine.” We are asking

Hashem for forgiveness, it
jsn’t just words that we have a
tradition to say.

Remorse

There are always at least fou
days of selichosbefore Rosh
Hashanah. ~ The Mishnah Once, beforeselichos Rebbe
Berurah (581:6) writes, “One Aharon of Belz zt'l told the
of the reasons is becausehazan “pma v P,
korbanos are checked [for daven loudly! This will rouse
blemishes] for four daysthe tzibur to sayselichoswith
before they are sacrificed. kavanahand with hislahavus
On Rosh Hashanah, ondon't be afraid that you might
should consider himself asbecome hoarse, because there
though he is sacrificing are other people who can take
himself. So he needs four your place."

4. Parashas Pinchas lists the korban mussaf of the yomim tovim. By

almost every korban mussaf it states, a%w onaapm, “You shall sacrifice
a korban olah...” The exception is the korban mussaf for Rosh Hashanah.
There it states, m5w onwyl, “You shall make an olah.” This means, one
should make himself a korban to Hashem.



Torah Wellsprings - Xi Savo 15

Selichosis to sincerely regretdon’t really mean it when |
our sins and to make asay | forgive you.”
commitment to work towards“I'm  sorry” has many
improving our ways. Without meanings, depending on the
regret, and without inspiration,circumstances. Sometimes it
a major component in theconnotes very sincere regret, at
selichosis lacking. other times it could mean
almost nothing at all. When
There was a misnaged you want to pass, you might
(someone who opposed thsay, “Sorry, can | pass,
ways of chassidim) whoplease.” And if you want to
caused a lot of trouble forknow the time, you might
Rebbe Boruch of Mezhibuzhapproach someone and say,
zy'a Before Yom Kippur, he “I'm sorry, do you have the
came to Rebbe Boruch’l andtime?” They say I’'m sorry, but
said, "l really don’t have to there is no regret at all. We
ask you formechilah because seek to say selichos with
everything | did was asincere regret. When we say
mitzvah. [He thought it's a“I'm sorry, % r%, Hashem
mitzvah to oppose chassidinwill reply, =215 °nrbo, |

and their tzaddikim.] forgive you, for | see you are
Nevertheless, | thought thatincerely seeking My
since it's erevYom Kippur, | forgiveness.”

should ask for your

forgiveness." Reb Shalom Shwadronzt'l

Rebbe Boruch’l replied,*#n%c said: When somebody knocks
T273.” The implication of his on your door, you can decide
response was, “l forgive youwhether you want to answer
in the same spirit you arethe door or not. But when you
asking for forgiveness. Youhear someone pounding on the
don’t really mean it when youdoor, you understand that the
say you're sorry, and | alsoperson is desperate, SO you go
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to see who is at the door andlire need we have to receive

what he wants. You might Hashem’s compassion.

find a pauper who says, ‘I

need food now, or [I'll die
from hunger.”

When a poor person asks a
wealthy person in beis
medresh for a donation, he

Reb Shalom Shwadron said"i” sometimes respond that he

this is the reason we saynb- aoesnt haveh montehy on him.
opM NN 5% NI oM D wpen owever, when he - pauper
cuon, “We pound on Your comes to his door, the wealthy

door, O’ compassionate OnePerson can't excuse himself
: "that he doesn’t have money.

We don’t have us leave empty
handed.” We aren't merelyThis is hinted at in the words,
knocking on Hashem’s dooryx; upst 01, we came to Your
(wpu). We are banging anddoor, msbn opm uawn S¢ please
pounding on Hashem’s doordon’t let us leave
desperately begging that hempty-handed. We are at Your
bless us with salvations and aloor, You have the ability to
good year. give us all our heart’s desires,

please answer ouefillos.
We also say, on the first day

of selichos oya orrny myn  Lhirteen Middos of Rachamim
mo%a, “Accept their pleas, asThe Gemara Rosh Hashanah
they awaken to pray beforel7:) states, “If the pasuk
You at night...” nmnpy means wouldn’t have said it, we
many prayers (seeRashj wouldn’t be permitted to say
Toldos 'm ¥ =mpm). This is it. Hakadosh Baruch Hu
because we don’'t ask Hashemvrapped Himself like a
only once or twice for life and shaliach tzibbur(chazan and
for a good year and forHe showed Moshe [the
atonement. We ask again anthirteen attributes of mercy].
again, because we recognizelashem said to Moshe,
our utter desperation, and théWhenever Yidden sin, say
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this before Me, and | will The Rebbe of Gustaniret'l
forgive them...” said that it is a mitzvah to
review the tosfos (Rosh
Hashanah 17, in  the
hagahal) which teaches the
meaning of the thirteen
attributes ofrachamim

The Gemara sayspmms nma
MR N oem Sw oM
opm, Hashem made abris
(pact) with the mm »», that
they will always be effective.
They will always arouse Tysfog writes,

' _ ‘hin means
Hashem's compassion.

Hashem has mercy on those

The Rabbeinu B'ChayaWhO are going through hard
(Shemos  34:6) writes. times... [because Hashem
"Whoever knows the says], 'l am compassionate,
translation of the thirteen@nd | can't see them suffer...

attributes, and says them witi®n &lso meansmn mine, - an
kavanah his tefillah will be undeserved gift..." These are

answered — unless he ha¥ery  encouraging  words.

aveiros that prevent it. Now Hashem has compassion on
that we are ingalus we don’t €Veryone, even on those who
have acohen gadolto atone dont' deserve it, “because "|

mizbeiach to bring the

karbanos All we have are our B€fore we say thewm y» we

tefillos and the thirteen S&Y B=M 803 oy v o 5N,
attributes of mercy..." However, each night, the first

time we say themm i, we

The Shaarei Teshuvah (581:13ay a different prayer, called
writes, “One must say o 5N,
selichos mmox  proway pm,
pleasantly, without rushing,On Yom Kippur, we only say
and with kavanah It is ..owmm xos 5 e 5m 58, "The
forbidden to say the thirteenKing who sits on the throne of

middoswithout kavanah’ compassion...” We don’t say
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Ty 5%, What is the Although that makes matters
explanation for these customsfinancially easier, and there is

_ _ a good bus system,
The meforshim explain that nevertheless, it can make

each night ofselichoswe must traveling long and tiresome.

first say themm »» at least sometimes, a person can
once, and then Hashem getspend most of his day on the
up from His throne of pys.
judgment and sits on Hisgych happened to a
throne of compassion. Weyyngermanfrom Kiryat Gat.
can’t begin with the tefillal’s  after he davenedshacharisat
Dnm we> oy e T, because the netz (daybreak)he took the
Hashem isn't on that thronefirst bus to Yerushalayim, to
yet, until after we say the firsthe menachem avel friend. As
set of theowm w mm 3™ SO soon as he sat down in front
we begin with a prayeb’s » of his friend, he got a phone
Tw, etc. and we say thecall. He would have ignored it,
thirteen attributes. NOow put it was his father, so he
Hashem sits on His throne ofyent to the back of the room
compassion and we saf >%  and answered the phone.
DM ND3 5 3w
Yo Ki bedin with “I have to have a medical
om Kippur we begin with-x .o cequre done in Ramat Gan
oM D3 oy awr on, and We yoqa - around  noontime. |

don’ﬁ Sahy' the bprayenm: P ™ \want someone to be there with
at all. This iIs because on Yom me. Can you be there?”

Kippur, Hashem sits on His
throne of compassion eVencertainly. ’m in

before we say them= 3. yeryshalayim now, but I'l be

) there as soon as | can.”
The Greatness of the Mitzvos

Many yungerleit in Eretz He apologized to his friend
Yisrael don't own a car.that he can't stay longer, he
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was menachem el quickly, could use the restroom. The

and he left to catch the next storekeeper readily agreed.

bus to Bnei Brak, from where

he would take yet another bu
to Ramat Gan.

The yungermanasked, “Can |
Jeave this bag with you for a
moment until | come out?”
On the bus to Ramat Gan, hig

father called to tell hlm. that hethe bathroom with you? That
is already done with the )

: way, you can watch it
procedure. His son doesntourself”

have to come anymore. SO a have my talis and tefillin in

it turned out, half the daythiS bag, and it isn’t proper to

assed on the bus, and all he . ) )
Ead to show for it was a brief>nd them into the bathroom.

nichum aveilim— much shorter The storeowner eyes sparkled
than he planned. from interest. “Can | put on
your tefillin?” “Of course! It
will be my privilege.”

Why don’t you take it into

He immediately got off the
bus. It was time to start
heading home. He would takeWhen he came out of the
a bus back to Bnei Brak, andbathroom, he found the
then a bus to Kiryat Gat. Theirreligious Yid wearing tefillin
automated sign at the bus stowith a small kappel on his
showed the next bus wouldhead. His tattooed arm was
arrive in a half hour. He hadwrapped with thetefillin shel
some time to refresh himselfyad and his totally
He went to a conveniencebald-shaven head was wearing
store, and asked thethe tefillin shel rosh The
non-religious storekeeper if hestoreowner said, “Although

5. He will also be rewarded for traveling to mitzvos, and for trying to do
mitzvos, nevertheless, as it appeared to him, most of the day was
wasted, and little accomplished.
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I'm not religious, | put on the value of every mitzvah,
tefillin every morning. Today, performed byany Yid. It is to
| didn’t have time to put on let us know that one deserves
tefillin in the morning, so | endless respect for each

came to work without tefillin. mitzvah he performs.
| prayed that Hashem help me
wear tefillin today. | was The mitzvah of bikurim is a

certain Hashem would help.relatively easy mitzvah. It isn’t
And as you see, | am nowexpensive. The first phase of
wearing tefillin." this mitzvah can even be
performed in one’s thoughts.

The yungemran thought he |f gne thinks, “this fruit should
traveled for nothing, but hepe pikurim” it becomes
traveled to help this Yid wearpjkyrim. The immense honor
tefillin. Let this story remind they received teaches us the
us how Hashem desires thgalue of every mitzvah, and

mitzvos of every Yid, no even the value of an intention
matter which level he is on. to do a mitzvah.

Bikurim teaches us this Iessor)a\S

the Yismach Yisrael
as well.

writes, “The honorancohanim
The Mishnah Bikurim 3:3) and the gizbarim of the beis

states, “When the IC,eo|0|el'1aMikdash came out to greet
bringing bikurim arrived near thém, to show them that even
Yerushalayim...the  [elders? Simple mitzvah from the

from Yerushalayim] came outMOSt simple person — and
to greet them... All craftsmen€Ven just a good thought — is
in Yerushalayim stood up foraccepted by Hakadosh Baruch
them and greeted them..’Hu ~ with  desire  and

They received immense honorcompassion. Allmalachimput
many crowns on his head...

The Yismach Yisrael$avol) Each person, no matter who he
explains that this is to teach uss, can getchizuk from this.
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Even if in his entire life he No matter who he is, if you
only performed one mitzvah orhelp him come a drop closer
had one good thought, it isto avodas Hashemit is a
also enough [to praise Hashem great merit.

for this great opportunity]. Reb Yisrael Salanter zt'l

And,  he  should  be taught: The Torah has very

embarrassed that he lost, . :

" strict laws regarding aron
opportunities to serve Hashem -
. mm (someone who incites
in the past. Now that he sees )

. others to worship avodah
the vast value of the mltzvos,Z ral). He is killed in beis
he should be embarrassed thadi.a

n in, and unlike all other
he lost out on opportunities to__ . .
s aveiros about this sin it states
perform mitzvos.?

(Devarim 13:9), v5p Swnn 85,
The  Yismach  Yisrael Don't have pity on him.”
emphasizes the value oftashi explains,mz;z span x0,
shemiras hamitzvpseven of ‘Don't seek to make him
lowly people. As he writes, lghteous and innocent.” And

he is..even if he only €xplains, “Don’tlove him. The

performed one mitzvah hisTorah obligatesp=a 375 nans,
entire life or had one goodbPut this person you mustn't

thought, it is also enough...” love.”
These extremely severe

Therefore, we understand thahalachos apply even when the
it is an extremely great meritnmm non didn’t accomplish
to help Yidden believe in anything, because no one paid
Hashem and keep the mitzvosattention to his call to worship

6. The Beis Yisrael zt'| says the mitzvah of bikurim is written at the end

of the Torah to tell us that even if a person transgressed the entire
Torah, he can begin his avodas Hashem from now. Just as the new fruits
become a mitzvah, his avodas Hashem can begin anew, now.
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avodah zarah He is hatches and grows into a
nevertheless harshly punishedhicken, they will have meat
for trying. to eat. But the mother had

. other plans. “We won’t eat the
The reward for good deeds S hicken. We will let the

always proportionately greater_, .
than the punishment for bac-hicken lay eggs, and the eggs

) will turn into chickens, and
deeds. Reb Yisrael Salante :
, : hen we will have more eggs.
zt'l said that we can therefore )
) ) . And then we will sell all the
be certain that if one tries to | .
chickens and buy some

influence others to believe in )
oats... and then we will sell

Hashem and to serve Hashen, N
the goats and buy land...

his reward will be
exceptionally great. As she spoke, she waved her
Kabalah Tovah hands in excitement and joy.

o _ Suddenly, the egg dropped,
The Divrei Chaim of Tzanz g9 all her dreams ended

zt'l told the following story: right there.

A poor woman found an €99-the Tzanzer Rebbet! told
Her children saw the egg andy;s siory to describe how

were happy, because theyoosie often make grand plans

thoughht_ they ~would havej, g1y how they will improve
somet Ing nutritious to eat.in the upcoming year, and

But she had other plans. Shg, + they will do, but nothing
gathered her children, an aterializes. They tell

raised the egg and told themy,oyqelves  that  this year
We will not eat this €99. We yings il be different, but

W'Iij gIVE Ik: to our Inelg_hbor(sj, within a few weeks they revert
and ask them to place it under i, yhair nast routines.

one of their hens, to incubate.”

The children were happy oncéVhat can we do to keep the
again, because theyteshuvahprocess going? One
understood that when the eggdea is to take on small
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kabalos They seem small tohis friend in a dream. He said,

you, but they are really great'When the court reviewed my

in Hashem’s eyes, and theydeeds, they said everything

will bring you to your was perfect, but | had one sin.
desired success. Once, while serving aav beis

din, one of the parties placed

A bachurtold me that he has - :
money into my pocket without
a problem. Each Shabbos, hg . yknowing P about. |

buys the magazines that havﬁnwillingly and accidentally

pictures of Rebbes in themy ,nqqressed theaveirah of
and he goes through eacly,chaq the prohibition for a

page. This takes a lot of hiSjudge to take a bribe. For this,

time, and he doesn't KNow| s toid | would need to go
how to break the habit. to Gehinom.

advised him to leave out a

page or two that he wOn'tw o4 the court that I don't
look at. Shortly afterwards he,,5nt 1o go there, so they

came back to me to tell mebrought me to a very large
that he was completely Cumdouilding, gave me a small
from his addiction. Because,ammer and said.  'Break
when one refrains a little bit, youn this building with this
this gives him momentum tOgmal hammer. When you
refrain even more. finish, you can go to Gan
Rebbe Mottele Slonimery'a Eden.
writes (Maamar Mordechai
p.342): Two tzaddikim made a | Was devastated. How could
pact that whoever dies firstt demolish —a  gigantic
would come in a dream to hisPuilding . with —a  small
fiend, to tell him what hammer? It will take many

happened in his judgment. years before | finish.

One of them wasniftar, and "But then | thought: ‘My
soon afterwards, he came tentire life | sought to do
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Hashem's will. Now, it's how to get to his destination.
Hashem's will that | shouldThis is a reminder that no
destroy this large buildingmatter which situation a
with this hammer. So | will person is in, Hashem is with
do so with joy — even if it him, directing him on the
takes me many years. right path.
Joyously, | raised the hammer
and swung it at the buildingAnother lesson we can learn
with all my might. The entire from the GPS is how to deal
building collapsed, and | waswith people who aren't acting
swiftly brought to my place in properly, and even though we
Gan Eden." rebuked them, they don’t
accept our counsel. When a
This story reminds us thatperson takes a wrong turn, the
teshuvah sometimes seemsGPS doesn’'t shout at him. It
impossible — like it will take just tells him what to danow.
many years to accomplish. BuSimilarly, we shouldn’t
if you try, and take even justbecome angry at our children
one small step in the rightor at our students who err,
direction, Hashem will helpand who don’t listen to our
you and you will attain your good advice, rather we should
goals much quicker than youshow them what to do now, to
can imagine. help them reach their
destination in life.
Everything in this world can
be used as amashal for Finally, the GPS reminds us
avodas HashemOne of the that teshuvahis always an
rather recent wonders ofoption. It's never too late.
technology is the GPS. OneEven if he was driving the
lesson we can learn from it iswrong way for many years,
bitachon No matter where ahe can always find his way to
person is, the GPS shows him his destination.
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Kedushah everything will work out. As it
_ . States Tehillim 23), 95 - o
The Kenesiyah HaGedolah Ny e D 10 v 85 rasby som,

thtenréla’d bE|UI T8N ] v;/_as “Even when | go in the valley
attended Dy manygedolim ¢ geath 1 am  not

among them: the Chofetz .y ocause You are with

Chaimzt'l and the Imrei Emes , i
of Gur zt'l. The ezras nashim me. However it — states
' (Devarim 23:15), 7% 1

was a balcony, one flight up,

around the sides of the hall F™ 277 73 s 33 s
The gabaim of the Imrei TN NS v Tann -r:e?
Emes came in and said thal %° 31 131 my, ‘Hashem is
their Rebbe can't come to thedINg Within your camp to
meeting until there are curtaing@ve You and to give your
covering the ezras nashim enemies before you. Your
Some people opposed, saying@MP must be holy, there
that it wasn't necessary, sincénould not be seen anything
the women were a flight profang, fgr then  the
above. They decided theyShechlnah will leave vyou.’
would ask the Chofetz Chaim'he worst scenario is when the
and do whatever he advisesShechinah leaves us. What
The Chofetz Chaim replied,causes Hashem to leave Klal
“According to halachah it isn't Yisrael? ganse xn 231 m,

necessary. But since there art&ck of tzniusand similar sins
those who request it, we mustelated tokedushahWe need

acquiesce.” Hashem’s help and protection,
and therefore we should be
The Chofetz Chaim zt'l machmir”

explained, “The worst thing

that could possibly happen tolhis story was told many
the Jewish nation is thattimes by Reb Avraham
Hashem abandons them. A&almanovitz,nasiof Mir, who
long as Hashem is with us,was present at that gathering.
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His son, Reb Shraga Moshes a shomer sachara guard
Kalmanovitz zt'| said that the who is paid for his services.
Chofetz Chaim taught aOne of the differences
chiddush in this lesson. He between ashomer chinanmand
revealed that there area shomer sacharis that a
numerous degrees of theshomer chinamcan say, ‘I
extent Hashem’s presencelon't want to guard this
resides with the Jewish nationanymore” and return the item
It isn’t either Hashem is with to the owner. No one is paying
them or He isn’'t. There arehim, so it is up to the guard to
numerous levels. Because alecide how long he wants to
that gathering, themechitzah do this service.

was kosher, albeit not the most

mehudar The Shechinahwas Hashem is ashomer chinam
certainly present, but thebecause no one pays Hashem
Chofetz Chaim revealed thato guard over us. When does
the Shechinahwill be even Hashem saychalilah, that he
more present when they argloesn’t want to watch us
more cautious with theanymore? That's when there is
guidelines of kedushah And  Tmnx» 2wy 127 mp, when there
the more kedushah and the is a slack inkedushah
greater presence of the

Shechinahthe more protection A mashgiachof a yeshiva told

there will be for klal Yisrael. me that he was speaking with
a bachurabout the importance

Reb Elchanan Wassermat'l of steering away from
heard the Chofetz Chaim saymproper technical devices,
the following: Hashem is ourand thebachurwasn’t getting
guardian, as we saypy v the message. Thbachur was
Ssw». There are different kindssaying that he is cautious, and
of shomrim There is ashomer he doesn't go to sites he
chinam someone who guardsshouldn’'t. As they spoke, two
something for free, and thergpeople were walking down the
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street. One was wearing a hatpeg. The wealthy man
the other was wearing solely aunderstood that it was his peg
yarmulke kappe). A strong now, and he had the right to
gust of wind lifted the hat of use it as he desired.
one of them, and thkappelof
the other, and they wentEvery day the pauper kept
scrambling to pick them upcoming back to the wealthy
again. The mashgiach said, home to hang up another
“You see, the one who haditem, or to take something
two coverings remained with adown. One day, he came
covering on his head. Thewith a carcass, and he hung
other one doesn't haveit up on the peg. After a few
anything on his head. Becausbours the wealthy residents
when one adds onto hiscould not stand the stench
kedushah he is further away and they all fled the house.
from sinning.” That's how the entire house

became the pauper’s.
The Toldos Yaakov Yosett'l

told the following mashai The nimshalis, theyetzer hara
A poor person knocked on thecomes to a person and tries to
door of a wealthy man’s homeconvince him to sin with
and asked to buy one of thesomething relatively small.
pegs hanging in the foyer. TheThe person keeps pushing the
wealthy man told him it's not yetzer haraaway, but after the
for sale. But the poor persornyetzer hara bothers him so
kept coming back again andmany times, he gives in to that
again, asking to buy the peg:‘small thing.” He figures that
Finally, the wealthy personif he gives in, theyetzer hara
agreed. The pauper paid avill leave him alone. But now
large sum, the wealthy marthat the yetzer hara has a
wrote out a contract. The nexfoothold with you, he will
day, the pauper came backeep coming back, until he
and hung some clothes on thavill bring very stinking sins,
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and rule over you. This isruns away. He doesn’t want to
Chazal's intention $habbos take a chance with his life.
105:), “This is the craft of the
yetzer haratoday he tells you
to do this, and tomorrow he
tells you to do that, until he
tells you to worshipavodah
zarah and he does so.”

Later on he hears about
another desert traveler who
came to that Arab’s home to
get a drink of water and was
murdered. When he hears this,
he begins to cry because he
The Gemara%uccahb2.) tells realized with a certainty from
that in the future, Hakadosh what he was saved.
Baruch Hu will slaughter the
yetzer hara To the tzaddikim
the yetzer haralooks like a
mountain? and they will cry.
Why will they cry?
We can explain it with a
mashal

The nimshal is related to
modern technology. Modern
technology has uprooted many
homes, and has spiritually
harmed many men and
women, of all ages. When
people, who are cautious with
A person was travelingthe internet, hear (or see) these
through the desert, and needepainful stories of devastations,
a drink of water. He comesthey cry. Their tears are tears
across a home, and knocks aif gratitude, thankful that they
the door. An Arab opens theare protected from all of that
door, and the traveler quickly chaos.

7. It states, 717 20 DY 21, “Much have you gone around the mountain.”

Let us focus on the words =01 2o, "around 2n." The letters around Ai
spell wrtp. (Because around the letter 1, from either side, is a "1 and a .
And around the " there's 'p and 'w. Together, these spell wrp.) The A,
mountain, represents the yetzer hara (as we quoted from the Gemara
Succah 52., that to the tzaddikim the yetzer hara appears like a mountain).
If a person ~am 210, puts boundaries around the mountain to be guarded
from sin, the result is wrtp, kedushah, holiness.
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