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T H E

HALACHAH
L etting Rochel know 

how the decision 
was reached – even 

if Penina simply states that 
“I supported you but I was 
outvoted” – violates the 
laws of Shmiras Haloshon.

Sefer Chofetz Chaim, Hilchos 
Loshon Hora, Klal 2:11

FOR QUESTIONS AND  
COMMENTS, EMAIL

Shabbosmenu@cchfglobal.org

You’re part of a committee. You’re involved in a decision that affects your 
friend. The decision doesn’t go in his favor…and he wants to know why! He 
wants to know who said what. He’s angry that you didn’t do more for him. 
May you tell him how hard you tried?

Reviewed by Rabbi Moshe Mordechai Lowy. For discussion only; actual halachic  
decisions should be made by a rav or halachic expert on a case-by-case basis. 

“I Thought You 
Were My Friend!”

T H E

DILEMMA
Y aakov and Rochel found a condominium 

for their growing family. They had the down 
payment and a mortgage commitment; they 

needed only the acceptance of the “Condominium 
Committee,” a group of residents in charge of 
approving new residents. 
Fortunately, Rochel’s coworker Penina was a 
longtime member of the committee. However, 
despite Penina’s assurances, most of the committee 
members thought that five children were too many 
for the apartment, and the result would be noise, 
disruption, and wear and tear on the common areas.

Try as Penina might, she couldn’t convince the other 
committee members that Rochel’s family was 
orderly and well-behaved. When Rochel found 
out the result of the meeting, she turned to her 
friend angrily.

“I want to know who said what,” she said. “I 
have a right to defend myself. What is this, a 
dictatorship?”

Penina would say only that “it was nothing 
personal.” But Rochel harangued Penina, 
accusing her of being two-faced and 
uncaring. In such a circumstance, where 
a friendship is about to break up, may 
Penina at least let Rochel know that she 
voted in her favor?
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F O O D  F O R
T H O U G H T
T O  S P A R K
C O N V E R S A T I O N

S U C C O S

PARTICIPANTS 
SPEAK

My family and I are inspired 
and awed by the Shabbos Table 

Machsom L’Fi movement. Every 
week in “Participants Speak,” 
we see a different community 

somewhere in the world 
dedicated to focusing on positive 

speech. Klal Yisrael worldwide 
working together on such a 
crucial undertaking is very 

inspiring. Tizku l’mitzvos!
Ben Blumenfeld 

Zürich, Switzerland

Z
ü

r
ic

h

rectified

 The festival of Succos therefore  
corresponds to the final redemption  
 because at that time, the sin of 
 loshon hora will be

–Vi l na  Gaon ,  c i t ed  i n  Nacha las  Dov id ,  
de rush im ,  de rush  10

“The mitzvah of succah 
  is to

.”

subdue
the yetzer hara of loshon hora…  
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Children's 
Line

special your father was.”
A renewed wave of awe and love washed 

over Jack Gold’s bereaved children. 
Their father’s chessed was so much 
more than even Rabbi Pollak knew 
– because Jack Gold did not live 

anywhere near the Rabbi’s mother. Nor 
did he have a yahrtzeit on the same day. 
He had simply offered himself – his time, 
patience, company and conversation – to 
take a little bit of the burden off one fellow 
Jew’s shoulders. 
______________
Excerpted with permission from Stam Torah, by Rabbi 
Daniel Staum

Avie Gold was sitting shiva for his 
revered father, Mr. Jack (Yaakov) 
Gold, in October 1976. Rabbi 

Yaakov Pollack, Rabbi of Congregation 
Shomrei Emunah in Boro Park and a 
maggid shiur at Yeshiva University, entered 
the house and sat down. He said to the 
mourners, “You’re probably wondering why 
I came to be menchem avel, since neither 
Avie nor Jack Gold ever davened in my 
shul. I’ll explain it to you with a story:
“Many years ago an Orthodox Jewish 
man was driving in Queens near a Jewish 
cemetery when he noticed an elderly 
woman standing under a bus shelter. He 
pulled over and asked her in Yiddish where 
she was heading. She answered that she 
was going home to Brooklyn, and she told 
him where she lived. He replied that he 
was heading to the same neighborhood 
and he would be happy to drive her home.
“During the drive to Brooklyn she explained 
that she had yahrtzeit and had come to the 
cemetery to daven. She had been waiting 
for the bus to take her home. They cordially 
conversed until he 
dropped her off 
in front of her 
home. 
“Almost 
a year 
later, 
the man 
called 
the elderly 
woman and 
siad, ‘Since 
we both have to be 
at the cemetery on the same day and 
we live in the same neighborhood, I’m 
going to pick you up and we’ll go to the cem-
etery together, and then I’ll drive you home.’
“The scene repeated itself for a number of 
years, until the elderly woman passed away. 
“Before she died, the woman mentioned 
the story to her son and told him the name 
of the man who drove her to the cemetery 
every year on the yahrtzeit. 
“The elderly woman in the story was my 
mother, and the man was your father. So 
when I heard he passed away I came to 
express my gratitude and to tell you how 

going 
my way

TALK ABOUT IT
What are some of the many lessons about the 
best way to do chessed that we can learn from 

this man’s selfless act?

What are the dangers of making 
a big, dramatic change? What 
are the benefits?

TALK 
ABOUT 

IT

Question: “My yetzer hora never quits! How can I ever 
conquer loshon hora for good?”

Answer: “Just tell him you’re not really giving it up. You’re just 
holding off for now.”
The answer comes from Dovid Hamelech, who would set out for the beis 
medrash with the yetzer hora tagging along, saying, “You’ve got a million 
things to take care of! Who’s got time to sit and learn?”
“Oh, you think I’m going to learn?” the king would reply. “I’m really going 
to take care of some important business.”
The yetzer hora, thinking he had won, would go away long enough for Dovid 
Hamelech to direct his feet to the beis medrash.
In His kindness, Hashem allows this ruse to work whenever we’re faced with a 
challenge. The truth is, it’s not the yetzer hora that falls for the trick, it’s we who 
fall for it, because we’re falling in the direction in which we really want to go.

sage advice
fool the yetzer hora

ORDER CDs 
of the Convention 

TODAY!
845.352.3505 ext 116

How many tempers have been lost on Erev Shabbos, when time is 
short and children are uncooperative? How many business owners 
have spoken sharp words when the busy season is upon them and an 
employee has made a mistake? With so much pressure on us, we tell 
ourselves, who has time for sensitivity?
But that’s not what Hashem told the Jewish army as it prepared for 
battle. Parashas Shoftim names three categories of soldiers who are 
dismissed from service: those who have built a house and not yet lived 
in it, are engaged but not yet married, or have planted a field but not 
yet redeemed it. 
A fourth category is also exempt: anyone who fears battle, because 
fear is contagious and might infect his comrades. Unlike the other 
categories, this one is impossible to measure objectively. 
Chazal explain that this vague category is the purpose of the other 
three. The fearful soldier saves face as he returns home among those 
who are leaving for other reasons. 
Through this merciful rule of war, the Torah teaches that there’s no 
excuse for stomping on others’ feelings. If we must be sensitive on the 
eve of battle, certainly we must be sensitive amid the pressures of our 
daily lives.
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Teen 
Line

he went to Shamayim he was still guarding, 
still asking all of us to be careful with our 
mouths, because the entire world and our 
lives depend on it.”

Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser was invited 
to address the renowned Manchester 
Yeshivaj. Arriving at the airport, he 

asked his hosts to make a stop before taking 
him to his hotel; he wanted to daven at the 
kever of the great Manchester Rosh Yeshivah, 
Rav Yehudah Zev Segal, zt”l, the tzaddik who 
was known for his unwavering devotion to the 
mitzvah of Shmiras Haloshon.
Rav Segal not only guarded this mitzvah 
himself, but he created the Shmiras Haloshon 
Yomi calendar designating two halachos 
to be learned each day. He would give this 
calendar to those who came to him in their 
darkest times, guaranteeing that learning the 
halachos would bring a yeshuah. When the 
time came for Rav Segal to leave this world, 
he asked that his calendars be buried with 
him; they were his “passport to Olam Haba.”
Upon arriving at Rav Segal’s kever, Rabbi 
Goldwasser began to recite a perek of 
Tehillim on behalf of  a troubled individual 
who had asked him do so. “I realized after I 
began that I was saying the wrong perek,” 
Rabbi Goldwasser relates. “Instead of saying 
38, I was saying 39.” However, since he 
had already started, he felt that he should 
continue to the 
end and 
then 

say 
38.  As he 
continued, he 
was struck with 
amazement at 
the words that had been “accidentally” placed 
in his mouth: “I will guard my ways from 
sinning with my mouth. I will guard my mouth 
with a muzzle.”
“I realized the power of the Rosh Yeshivah,” 
said Rabbi Goldwasser. “Not only did he 
stand guard for the mitzvah of Shmiras 
Haloshon while he was alive, but even after 

keeping 
the watch

TALK ABOUT IT
What reason might there be for Rabbi Goldwasser 

to be the recipient of Rav Segal’s “message”?  

Rabbi Lowy, shlita answers, a Shabbos Table Machsom member’s questions 
on the halachah in issue 42.
THE DILEMMA : You are one of two salespeople in a store. Both you and your 
coworker use the cash register to ring up sales. After a customer leaves, you hear the other 
salesperson tell a stock-boy, “Uh-oh. I thought those shirts were on sale.” At the end of the 
day, your boss finds a shortage and blames you for it. May you tell him that it was your 
co-worker who made the mistake?

THE HALACHAH: The answer is complicated. If a person makes an innocent mistake 
(and you are therefore not obligated to inform the storekeeper, as you would be if he stole 
the money), you are not allowed to name the person who did it just to clear your name. You 
are, however, allowed to say that you did not do it. If there are only two possible culprits, 
as in this case, you can make that denial only if the other person’s actions were, in fact, 
improper; for instance, if the cashier had been negligent in making the error. In general, 
accepting the blame is considered a meritorious act, unless you will be unjustly penalized. 

May I speak against someone in order to vindicate myself?

Question: If there are only two people and the person is not allowed 
to say "Not me," what can he or she say? 

Answer: The best way out is to try to 
justify what happened to minimize negative 
fallout by explaining that “I know that it was a 
mistake. It wasn’t done intentionally. No harm 
was meant.”

Question: What is considered 
"unjustly penalized"?  

Answer: Anything that would 
compromise his present or future job 
prospects or his status at work would be 
“unjust.” He is not obligated to suffer any 
financial loss and is even allowed to name the 
culprit to prevent any loss on his part.

sage advice
Halachah Clarified
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O ne year during World War I, the 
Chofetz Chaim was not living in Radin, 
but in a village in Russia. As Succos 
approached, community leaders began 

to worry. Commerce between countries was at 
a standstill because of the war. How would the 
Chofetz Chaim procure a lulav and an esrog? 
They used every connection they could find to get 
one complete set of the four species. Naturally, the 
people of the village saw it as the Chofetz Chaim’s 
lulav and esrog. The Chofetz Chaim, however, 
saw it as the community’s possession. He decided 
that it would remain at the bimah so that everyone 
would have a chance to make the blessing and 

shake it.

Still the lulav and esrog have more 
roles to play. They are shaken 
during Hallel and carried aloft during 
hakafos around the shul. In those 
capacities, the townspeople insisted, 
the lulav and esrog should be in the 
Chofetz Chaim’s hands. Once again, 
he refused to exercise any ownership 
over these hard-won items. 

“But why?” the Jews of the village 
wanted to know. “We all agree that you 
should have it!”

The Chofetz Chaim’s reasoning provides 
a glimpse into a heart saturated 
with ahavas Yisrael and proposes 
a viewpoint every Jew can emulate. 
Taking the lulav and esrog in hand and 
saying the brachah is a mitzvah, he 

explained, and therefore he was obligated 
to do it. Shaking the lulav for Hallel and 
carrying it around for hakafos, on the other 

hand, are minhagim [customs]. Although 
minhagim are holy, he said, they are still 

minhagim. “If I were to hold the lulav and 
esrog, I might inadvertently cause someone 

to feel deprived. It’s not worth it to me to fulfill a 
minhag if I might cause another Jew pain.”

Such sensitivity does not come naturally. It 
comes from thinking before we act or speak so 

that we can consider the 
feelings of those in front 
of whom we are speaking. 
The Chofetz Chaim 
shows us that when our heart is inclined 
toward our fellow Jew, our mind will 
follow its lead.
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sage advice

 לע״נ חיים יחיאל מיכל בן
רפאל פייוועל שניאור ז״ל

 נלב״ע ערב שבת קודש
 י׳ אלול תשע״ז

ת.נ.צ.ב.ה.

TALK ABOUT IT
What are some situations that demand special 

sensitivity when we speak?

TALK ABOUT IT
Do you know someone 
who never loses his (or 
her) temper? What traits 

does that person have that 
keep him calm?

The Minhag That 
Was Too Costly

Grace Under Pressure


