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T H E

HALACHAH
F rom Dassi’s 

disparaging 
description of 

“Someone,” it’s clear that 
she wants his identity 
known. Without naming 
names, her words are 
loshon hora.

If Dassi feels that she 
must vent her feelings 

because she is so 
distressed, she 
may do so, but 

must follow the 
halachos of 
loshon hora 
l’to’eles.

Sefer Chofetz 
Chaim, Hilchos 

Loshon Hora, 
Klal 3:4

FOR QUESTIONS AND  
COMMENTS, EMAIL

Shabbosmenu@cchfglobal.org

You saw something worthy of outrage, and you want to tell your tale. Of 
course you would never disparage a fellow Jew, so you leave the names out of 
the story. Does that prevent it from being considered loshon hora?

Reviewed by Rabbi Moshe Mordechai Lowy. For discussion only; actual halachic  
decisions should be made by a rav or halachic expert on a case-by-case basis. 

‘A Certain Person,  
I Won’t  

Say Who…’

T H E

DILEMMA
D assi works in a small office as a customer 

service rep. The office also includes two 
salespeople, Sam and Beverly, and the 

partners who own the company – Nate and Joe. 
One day, Dassi comes home from work in a sour 
mood. When her husband asks what’s wrong, she 
says, “One of our customers was unhappy with 
his delivery and he canceled the rest of his huge 
order. Someone in the office thinks this is all my 
fault. Someone thinks he knows everything 
about sales and he’s an expert 
on psychology. Someone won’t 
be happy until I get fired and 
his wife gets my job.”

“Someone,” her husband 
quickly figured out, was 
the salesman, Sam. But 
Dassi never mentioned 
who it was, other than 
indicating that her 
subject was a male. Did 
she speak loshon hora?

PARTICIPANTS 
SPEAK

We really enjoy it [the Shabbos 
Menu] – thank you! It makes for 
excellent conversation, especially 

when company is with us. We 
see a positive improvement at 

the Shabbos table and wish more 
people would know about it.

Pessy 
Spring Valley, NY
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people
and pursuing peace,  
 loving 

peace

–  Avos  1 :12

“… Hillel says:  
  Be among the  
disciples of Aharon,  
loving

and bringing  
them close to Torah.”
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at the Chofetz Chaim Heritage 
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Children's 
Line

special your father was.”
A renewed wave of awe and love washed 

over Jack Gold’s bereaved children. 
Their father’s chessed was so much 
more than even Rabbi Pollak knew 
– because Jack Gold did not live 

anywhere near the Rabbi’s mother. Nor 
did he have a yahrtzeit on the same day. 
He had simply offered himself – his time, 
patience, company and conversation – to 
take a little bit of the burden off one fellow 
Jew’s shoulders. 
______________
Excerpted with permission from Stam Torah, by Rabbi 
Daniel Staum

Avie Gold was sitting shiva for his 
revered father, Mr. Jack (Yaakov) 
Gold, in October 1976. Rabbi 

Yaakov Pollack, Rabbi of Congregation 
Shomrei Emunah in Boro Park and a 
maggid shiur at Yeshiva University, entered 
the house and sat down. He said to the 
mourners, “You’re probably wondering why 
I came to be menchem avel, since neither 
Avie nor Jack Gold ever davened in my 
shul. I’ll explain it to you with a story:
“Many years ago an Orthodox Jewish 
man was driving in Queens near a Jewish 
cemetery when he noticed an elderly 
woman standing under a bus shelter. He 
pulled over and asked her in Yiddish where 
she was heading. She answered that she 
was going home to Brooklyn, and she told 
him where she lived. He replied that he 
was heading to the same neighborhood 
and he would be happy to drive her home.
“During the drive to Brooklyn she explained 
that she had yahrtzeit and had come to the 
cemetery to daven. She had been waiting 
for the bus to take her home. They cordially 
conversed until he 
dropped her off 
in front of her 
home. 
“Almost 
a year 
later, 
the man 
called 
the elderly 
woman and 
siad, ‘Since 
we both have to be 
at the cemetery on the same day and 
we live in the same neighborhood, I’m 
going to pick you up and we’ll go to the cem-
etery together, and then I’ll drive you home.’
“The scene repeated itself for a number of 
years, until the elderly woman passed away. 
“Before she died, the woman mentioned 
the story to her son and told him the name 
of the man who drove her to the cemetery 
every year on the yahrtzeit. 
“The elderly woman in the story was my 
mother, and the man was your father. So 
when I heard he passed away I came to 
express my gratitude and to tell you how 

going 
my way

TALK ABOUT IT
What are some of the many lessons about the 
best way to do chessed that we can learn from 

this man’s selfless act?

What are the dangers of making 
a big, dramatic change? What 
are the benefits?

TALK 
ABOUT 

IT

Question: “My yetzer hora never quits! How can I ever 
conquer loshon hora for good?”

Answer: “Just tell him you’re not really giving it up. You’re just 
holding off for now.”
The answer comes from Dovid Hamelech, who would set out for the beis 
medrash with the yetzer hora tagging along, saying, “You’ve got a million 
things to take care of! Who’s got time to sit and learn?”
“Oh, you think I’m going to learn?” the king would reply. “I’m really going 
to take care of some important business.”
The yetzer hora, thinking he had won, would go away long enough for Dovid 
Hamelech to direct his feet to the beis medrash.
In His kindness, Hashem allows this ruse to work whenever we’re faced with a 
challenge. The truth is, it’s not the yetzer hora that falls for the trick, it’s we who 
fall for it, because we’re falling in the direction in which we really want to go.

sage advice
fool the yetzer hora

ORDER CDs 
of the Convention 

TODAY!
845.352.3505 ext 116

There’s a famous story of a person who sat next to a well-known 
rabbi on a flight to Israel; he was shocked to see that the rabbi didn’t 
make brachos on his food and that he spent his time reading secular 
books. Coincidentally, this person’s good friend was a loyal follower 
of this rabbi. The observer was sure that he had discovered what a 
phony the rabbi was and felt that he should tell his friend what he 
saw. On landing, however, he found out that the rabbi had come for 
his father’s burial. Since a mourner is not allowed to do mitzvos or 
learn Torah between the time of his relative’s death and the burial, 
the rabbi’s “bad behavior” was in fact completely proper. 
Context matters. When something is taken out of context, the bare 
facts may be true but the meaning implied by the words or actions 
might be totally false. For example, imagine someone said, “My 
neighbors handed their son over to a man who stabbed him in the 
stomach.” You’d say, “Call the police!” That is, until you discovered 
that the child had appendicitis and a doctor performed surgery.  
Because context is so vital, the rules of to’eles teach that a story not 
only has to be true, but it must be true in context. We may not like 
what we see others do, but to repeat it l’to’eles, we have to know 
why they did it. Might their action have been justified? Were they 
permitted or even required by halachah to do it? Without knowing 
these details, we might be using facts, yet telling a false tale.

CHOFETZ CHAIM HERITAGE FOUNDATION 361 SPOOK ROCK ROAD, SUFFERN, NY 10901 TEL: 845-352-3505 EXT. 104 FAX: 845-352-3605 SHABBOSMENU@CCHFGLOBAL.ORG
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Teen 
Line

he went to Shamayim he was still guarding, 
still asking all of us to be careful with our 
mouths, because the entire world and our 
lives depend on it.”

Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser was invited 
to address the renowned Manchester 
Yeshivaj. Arriving at the airport, he 

asked his hosts to make a stop before taking 
him to his hotel; he wanted to daven at the 
kever of the great Manchester Rosh Yeshivah, 
Rav Yehudah Zev Segal, zt”l, the tzaddik who 
was known for his unwavering devotion to the 
mitzvah of Shmiras Haloshon.
Rav Segal not only guarded this mitzvah 
himself, but he created the Shmiras Haloshon 
Yomi calendar designating two halachos 
to be learned each day. He would give this 
calendar to those who came to him in their 
darkest times, guaranteeing that learning the 
halachos would bring a yeshuah. When the 
time came for Rav Segal to leave this world, 
he asked that his calendars be buried with 
him; they were his “passport to Olam Haba.”
Upon arriving at Rav Segal’s kever, Rabbi 
Goldwasser began to recite a perek of 
Tehillim on behalf of  a troubled individual 
who had asked him do so. “I realized after I 
began that I was saying the wrong perek,” 
Rabbi Goldwasser relates. “Instead of saying 
38, I was saying 39.” However, since he 
had already started, he felt that he should 
continue to the 
end and 
then 

say 
38.  As he 
continued, he 
was struck with 
amazement at 
the words that had been “accidentally” placed 
in his mouth: “I will guard my ways from 
sinning with my mouth. I will guard my mouth 
with a muzzle.”
“I realized the power of the Rosh Yeshivah,” 
said Rabbi Goldwasser. “Not only did he 
stand guard for the mitzvah of Shmiras 
Haloshon while he was alive, but even after 

keeping 
the watch

TALK ABOUT IT
What reason might there be for Rabbi Goldwasser 

to be the recipient of Rav Segal’s “message”?  

Rabbi Lowy, shlita answers, a Shabbos Table Machsom member’s questions 
on the halachah in issue 42.
THE DILEMMA : You are one of two salespeople in a store. Both you and your 
coworker use the cash register to ring up sales. After a customer leaves, you hear the other 
salesperson tell a stock-boy, “Uh-oh. I thought those shirts were on sale.” At the end of the 
day, your boss finds a shortage and blames you for it. May you tell him that it was your 
co-worker who made the mistake?

THE HALACHAH: The answer is complicated. If a person makes an innocent mistake 
(and you are therefore not obligated to inform the storekeeper, as you would be if he stole 
the money), you are not allowed to name the person who did it just to clear your name. You 
are, however, allowed to say that you did not do it. If there are only two possible culprits, 
as in this case, you can make that denial only if the other person’s actions were, in fact, 
improper; for instance, if the cashier had been negligent in making the error. In general, 
accepting the blame is considered a meritorious act, unless you will be unjustly penalized. 

May I speak against someone in order to vindicate myself?

Question: If there are only two people and the person is not allowed 
to say "Not me," what can he or she say? 

Answer: The best way out is to try to 
justify what happened to minimize negative 
fallout by explaining that “I know that it was a 
mistake. It wasn’t done intentionally. No harm 
was meant.”

Question: What is considered 
"unjustly penalized"?  

Answer: Anything that would 
compromise his present or future job 
prospects or his status at work would be 
“unjust.” He is not obligated to suffer any 
financial loss and is even allowed to name the 
culprit to prevent any loss on his part.

sage advice
Halachah Clarified
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realized he had 
made a mistake. 
The engagement 
was announced a 
short time later.

Concluding 
his story, Rav Chaim told 
Rabbi Holtzman that when a 
person trusts in Hashem to 
determine whatever justice is 
due to him – even when his 
heart cries out at the injustice – Hashem 
repays his trust. 
Adapted from Stories for the Jewish Heart by 
Binyamin Pruzansky.
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sage advice

 לע״נ חיים יחיאל מיכל בן
רפאל פייוועל שניאור ז״ל

 נלב״ע ערב שבת קודש
 י׳ אלול תשע״ז

ת.נ.צ.ב.ה.

TALK ABOUT IT
What do we gain in our own strength and middos 
when we choose to overlook a wrong someone 

has done to us?

TALK ABOUT IT
How can you be sure that 
you’re not taking words or 

actions out of context?

‘That’s a Different Story’After five years of devoted service as 
a rebbi, Rabbi Holtzman’s* principal 
informed him that he would not be 
rehired for the coming school year. The 

news shocked him, but he wasted no time dwelling 
on it. He began to search for a new job. Two weeks 
later, when Rabbi Holtzman was still jobless, the 
principal called him. The school had found a new 
rebbi for his class but needed someone to teach 
one class in Navi. Was Rabbi Holtzman interested?
The rejected rebbi was shocked once again. How 
could the principal fire him and then ask for a favor 
two weeks later? But upon further thought, he 
realized that saying “no” out of wounded pride might 
transgress the Torah’s law against taking revenge. 
He went to Rav Chaim Kanievsky for advice. Rav 
Chaim told him that refusing the job would not be 
revenge, but then he told the rebbi this story:

Shlomo and Chavi were dating and seemed headed 
toward marriage. However, since Chavi’s father 
was in the hospital, the father and Shlomo had not 
yet met. Shlomo took it upon himself to go alone to 
the hospital and introduce himself to Chavi’s father. 
For some reason, the father's impression was 
unfavorable, and he told his daughter that he did not 
approve of the shidduch. Chavi broke it off.

Shlomo was disappointed, 
but he respected the father’s 

wishes. However, out of his 
high regard for Chavi, 
he decided to pay one 

more visit to the father and 
let him know 
that he bore 
no resentment 
and wished 
him a complete 
recovery. A 
few days later, 
the father was 
surprised to find 

his would-be son-in-law standing 
in his hospital room offering him his 

good wishes. The boy’s generous 
spirit impressed the father and he 

Let the Judge  
Be the Judge


