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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Important U Chanukah Halachos: Q & A
Question: As we know, it is more mehudar to use olive oil to
light the Chanukah Menorah than candles. What about solidified
oil that is sold pre-packaged today? Is this the same as candles?
Answer: R’ Shmuel Wosner z¢’7 rules () that since its entire
purpose is to melt down to a liquid form, it is the same as oil.
Additionally, one can fulfill the preference of lighting with a
silver Menorah (see Be’er Heitev »2yn) if he uses glass inserts
or the solidified oil which comes in these containers ().
Question: Is there an obligation to sit by the lights of the
Menorah for any specific amount of time?

Answer: There is no obligation. Yet the Mekor Chaim (3) writes
that it is praiseworthy to stay by the lights and occupy oneself
with Chanukah topics for half and hour. The time period after
lighting is considered an y¥1 1y (an opportune time for prayers
to be answered). Looking at the Chanukah lights also has the
power to cleanse one’s eyes from undesirable sights he may
have seen, and can also help one see the light of Torah when
combined with serious learning. This does not apply to Friday
afternoon when one is usually in a hurry to accept Shabbos.
Question: Chanukah “parties” have become widespread today.
Is there any basis in halacha for this custom?
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Answer: Unlike Purim, there is no absolute obligation to
celebrate and thank Hashem for the miraculous military victory,
with a festive meal or party. Rather, according to the Shulchan
Aruch @), salvation from the spiritual danger prompted the Sages
to set up Hallel, Al Hanisim and Menorah lighting as suitable
expressions of celebration and thanks. It is proper at some point
to celebrate with a meal or party for a number of reasons:

1) Bnei Yisroel had finished building the Mishkan in the desert
in Kislev and planned a feast of celebration immediately.
Hashem wished it to be in the month of Nisan and that is
when the Mishkan was inaugurated. Since the original idea
was to hold a feast of gratitude in Kislev, we do so now by
celebrating on Chanukah in this same month ).

2) After the Chanukah miracle, Klal Yisroel rebuilt and reded-
icated the Bais Hamikdosh with great celebration. We, too,
celebrate with a meal as a commemoration of their simcha ).
Some (7) argue on the Shulchan Aruch and hold that Chazal

did indeed intend for a Yom Tov-like celebration during

Chanukah. Such celebratory parties should consist of praise and

song to Hashem 8 with Divrei Torah discussing the miracles and

halachos of Chanukah, and should not become a source of
improper activities for this defeats the whole purpose of the party.
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"mran i 5o 53 %5 vl SN wrawn’- The wn nnn ['0] klers ah shaila, if in order to be o»pn the nwy mxn of ywawn (eliminating
our Chametz), it is necessary to do a nwyn of nnawn, i.e. buming, or is the mxn not one of Nwyy oy, but rather achieving an ultimate goal
of not having any chametz in one’s possession when Pesach starts. This would mean that it's a nwym 5z aw & if | happen to not have any
chametz in my house prior to Pesach and didn’t have anything to do ymawn on, | am still xxv the mitzvah, because ultimately | don't have
any chametz in the house. This would be in contradistinction to the mitzvah of s, If one doesn’t own a 4 comner garment he’s not 12wy
anything, but is not xy anything either. To be Nxv he would need to purchase a garment & place tzitzis on it. In our case, the fact that there is
no chametz in the house one was Yotzei nwyn bx awa yywawn & one need not purchase chametz in order to then perform ymawnonit.

Or maybe the nwy of yrawn is a nwy o, similar to Tzitzis. Just like to be o»pn the mitzvah | must purchase a garment & place tzitzis
onit, here too, If | don’t own any chametz prior to Pesach, | must purchase chametz & perform ymawnonit.

The 7 nnn says there could be another nyn xp 9, depending on how you leam. Normally, if one “Chapps” [9von] a mitzvah from
someone, he is liable to pay him oy nwy. According to the first view, if one chapped someone elses chametz & destroyed it, he would
not have to pay the 10 zehuvim as the mitzvah is not the “eliminating” but the result of not having chametz & the owner now doesn't have
chametz & was xxw the mitzvah nwyn 95 awa. According to the second view, the yawn S nwy is a nwy ovp that was chapped away
from him & he must then be reimbursed the 10 zehuvim. Another 193 could be if one found 1N on Pesach & in order to do ymawn he ate
the chametz. If we say the mitzvah is nwy o3, then he wasn't o»pn the mitzvah, according to those that hold &y N9 nwaya nxan misn.
If we say the mitzvah is not the act of nnawn, just not having chametz, then it wasn't done naya (maybe only the 9won) & he's xxv.
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R’ Shimshon M’Ostropoli z¢£”’l (Nitzotzei Shimshon) would say: BYNR (8 2 S50
“The Gemara mentions seven celestial bodies: DTN ,PT NNV ,MAY 251 ;M N - the Sun, Venus, Mercury,
Moon, Saturn, Jupiter and Mars. The Rambam states (0212 n ) that four of these N2yn Yy O, indicate good -
P18 25 ;7 N - and three indicate bad - >Nmaw 0780 ,MA5. These three bring destruction - 'Nnav o the
ody, MY to one’s Torah, and ©* 10 to money, financial loss. Rashi comments on "05w 2py> X2 that Yaakov came

body 9t ’s Torah, and t y, fi 11 Rash t oV 3j that Yaak

intact physically, financially, and in Torah learning. Therefore, "0ov" spell the first letters of o TN® ,M2Y PNnaV!”

A Wise Man would say: “The difference bet
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stones is how you use them.”
Dedicated in Honor of the 50th
Birthday of ... YouKnowWho!
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It was a bleak Friday night many decades ago. A blaze had broken out on the deck of a U.S. naval ship not long after
the conclusion of the Second World War, with flames shooting up so monstrously high that the rescue helicopters were
unable to fly close enough to the ship to save the crew. A disaster of epic proportions, on that night, three hundred navy
officers and personnel perished at sea. It was one of the worst naval tragedies in history.

During seudah shlishis the day after the fire, R” Yisroel Chaim Kaplan z¢”’l, venerable mashgiach of Beis Medrash
Elyon in Monsey, entered the yeshivah dining room to deliver his weekly shmuess to the bachurim and began with a
question that caught his falmidim by surprise. “Did you hear about the fire on the navy ship?” When the bachurim replied
affirmatively - the news had traveled fast - the mashgiach continued, “What did you do when you heard about the fire?”

The bachurim exchanged puzzled looks and stared bewildered at their revered mashgiach. Would could they possibly
have done, especially when they were nowhere near the ship?

R’ Yisroel Chaim gazed at his bachurim in anguish. “Of course you could have done something! Do you know what I
did? Throughout the night, I didn’t sleep a wink. Instead I wept and recited Tehillim, begging Hashem for mercy in case
there is even one Yid on that boat. Who knows? Perhaps because of my tears and zefillos, that one young Jewish soldier
will be spared. Perhaps he’ll marry and bring a Jewish child into the world, and that Jewish boy or girl will return to our
people and bear generations of children who are Yirei Shamayim and ovdei Hashem?”

The bachurim listened, absorbing the gentle rebuke of their saintly mashgiach. Yet, only many years later, did one
alumnus of the yeshivah discover how Rav Kaplan’s words had truly been on the mark. Here’s the rest of the story .....

A young man (the one who tells this story) relates that he was once discussing his parents’ wedding with his father and
his father told him that at one of his sheva berachos, his paternal grandfather, also a talmid of R’ Yisroel Chaim Kaplan,
was deep in discussion with his mechutan. In the course of the conversation, the new mechutan revealed that had been a
sailor on a navy ship and was one of the survivors of that deadly fire. The grandfather, who still recalled his mashgiach’s
compelling words on that fateful Shabbos afternoon, couldn’t contain his amazement and requested the permission of the
guests to speak. He repeated the long-ago episode, the mashgiach’s musings that his fefillos may have saved the life of a
Yid, and concluded that the Yid he saved is sitting right here in the room! In fact, it is the mechutan himself!

When his father told him this incredible story, the young man was inspired to learn that his own zaida was on the ship
and right then and there resolved that he would name his next son after R* Yisroel Chaim Kaplan, as an expression of
hakaras hatov to the tzaddik whose tefillos had spared his maternal grandfather. One year later, he was blessed with a son.
As he cradled his newborn in his arms, he recalled the decision he had made a year earlier. There was just one problem. As
the day of the bris approached, he realized that the yahrtzeit of R> Chaim Shmuelevitz z¢”’I, who had been his father’s
rebbi muvhak (main teacher) and the spiritual guide for their entire family for years, fell precisely on the day of the bris.
He really wished to name the baby Chaim after the venerable Rosh Yeshivah of Mir, and to name his next son, im yirtzeh
Hashem, after the mashgiach. Then, it hit him that it was impossible, since both Gedolim were named Chaim....

Ultimately, after much deliberation, he decided to name the baby for R’ Yisroel Chaim Kaplan, in whose merit his
entire family is alive. Indeed, he felt vindicated when after the bris, his father asked him how he came to this decision. He
confessed that it had been a tough decision, but he believed that had he been able to ask R’ Chaim Shmuelevitz himself,
the Rosh Yeshivah would have responded that hakaras hatov takes precedence.
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Esav saw the children and asked Yaakov “Who are these to you?” Rashi adds that Esav was asking, why are you deserving of
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"C, these children? I once heard from one of my Rebbeim, Reb Mordechai Affen, in the name of baalei mussar, the following

machshava. Esav’s issue here was that Yaakov wasn’t keeping his end of the bargain. “I am to get Olam Hazeh and you, Olam

R Haba. 1 get the gashmiyus and you, the ruchniyus.” So when seeing Yaakov’s children, Esav said, having such a beautiful family

is clearly a violation of our agreement. Yaakov replied: Your mistake, Esav, is that children are not a luxury. Their purpose is

EH not for parents’ self-aggrandizement. "©pON PN WN 07190" - They are the continuity of the Yiddishe Mesorah. They are kulo
g | ruchni, and having them is not a violation of our deal. Au contrare! Having them is a sacred mission, an Olam Habadika task.

Esav tried a different tactic. Let’s travel together. Hoping that his influence will penetrate Yaakov’s spiritual armor and

negatively affect him. But Yaakov saw right through the subterfuge and said, "©>7 ©7>1" - maybe I can withstand the
o | nisayon of your influence, but the children are soft. They can still be molded - "y 9y - the future descendants will be
"C, lost for all eternity. That is 92y SNy x> and I cannot allow it. Esav knew that for him to ultimately win, the target must be the

children. The Sar shel Esav grasped this as well, and when it saw it couldn’t conquer Yaakov, it went after 57 92", Yaakov’s

X %] pure and innocent children. This is a siman [’doros. Our children and young adults are under attack. The satan is utilizing all

sorts of machinations to entice us to enter his “web”; e.g. technology, substance abuse, etc... We have no other choice but to

R follow in Yaakov’s footsteps and, tefillah notwithstanding, prepare for war, by overriding any enticements or policies that
w% | infringe upon the tahara of Klal Yisroel. With this objective, we will b’ezras Hashem be zoche to much yidddishe nachas.
&

give to your sefer?” he finally asked, cautiously.

NARIT MNATH NP7 7D
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¢ ’ Yom: A young man spent many untold hours preparing a
uw| manuscript of Torah topics for print and when he was

finished, he proudly showed it to R Meir Leibush Malbim

Ym| 22771, to receive an approbation - a haskama, on his sefer.

The Malbim received the young man cordially and

(t accepted the the manuscript. However, after reading a few

short pieces, it became abundantly clear that there were no

& '| original thoughts or Chiddushim to speak of in the sefer.
o .| Rather, the young man basically quoted from many different

sources and intended to pass it off as his own. R’ Meir

%] Leibush spent a few more minutes perusing the manuscript

and came to the realization that there wasn’t much to publish

= S| there and the young man was basically wasting his time.

“Tell me, have you come up with an appropriate name to

The young man nodded enthusiastically. “My name is

Yaakov, so I thought of calling my sefer "2py wny.”

“Splendid! A perfect name,” exclaimed the Malbim. “This
name could not have been more appropriate!” The young
author’s eyes shone from happiness. But the light quickly
dimmed when the Malbim explained. “You see, you're
manuscript reminds me of a posuk in Parshas Vayishlach,
where it says the words "2py> 9N - ‘And Yaakov said’ - but
we don’t find that Yaakov actually said anything!”
w3 The posuk in question was Yaakov responding to the
Sar shel Esav’s query, “What is your name?” to which
Yaakov simply said “Yaakov.” In the context of the posuk,
though, the word "N"" usually means a statement is being
said. Here, though, the Malbim alluded to the fact that just as
Yaakov didn’t say anything, neither did the young man!
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When Yaakov Avinu went to meet his brother Esav, he feared the worst. He prepared with war tactics, gifts and lots of
prayer that he and his family should remain unscathed. Yaakov set up his family in such a way that the shefachos and their

His father became emotional. ““Yes, that’s exactly what R’ Chaim would have said!” (Adapted from R’ Tzvi Nakar’s book: Tfutza Pub.)

A PENETRATING ANALYSIS OF THE WEEKLY
HAFTORAH BY R’ TZVI HIRSCH HOFFMAN

(R-8 ™12%) .. T2 N

In this week’s Haftorah, Ovadiah HaNavi describes an
encounter with Hashem who addresses the Nation of Edom’s
arrogance and charges them for their violent actions against
Klal Yisroel. Ovadiah was an Edomite convert to Judaism
and yet, all his prophecies portray the utter destruction of
his birth nation. Interestingly, Chazal note that unlike the
other prophets who began their prophecies with mentioning
their father’s name or the place from which they hailed
from, Ovadiah did neither. What is the reason for that?

R’ Moshe Feinstein z¢”l (Darash Moshe) explains that
when the Torah details the descendants of Esav, it first
mentions them by name, and then they are called by the
names of the provinces in which they lived. The reason for

this, says R’ Moshe, is to teach us that just as the children of
Esav were given respect and prestige based on their locality,

they represent a powerful institution or organization, and not
because they truly deserve the respect given to them.

Therefore, even though Ovadiah was a convert to Judaism
who had no personal lineage to glean respect from, nor did
he hail from a prestigious place; nevertheless, his life was
an example unto others, since he was a self-made man. He
proved that although “Yichus” helps, one does not need a
prominent past to get close to Hashem, and in fact, such a
person can even reach the highest levels of closeness to the
Almighty which are only reserved for a holy Navi.

NNLSN 7V faxn NN

“N& | children were up front, Leah and her children were behind them, and Rachel and Yosef were at the back. Why did he put
g% | Rachel last? Explains Rashi, “Acharon Acharon Chaviv.” They were the most beloved to him. From this Rashi, it seems that

c *| Yaakov Avinu is playing favorites. Could it be that Yaakov put the shefachos and their children first because he loved them the
RS %] least? Can we assume that Yaakov treated his wives and children differently, even putting the least favored ones in danger?

The Divrei Yechezkel, R’ Yechezkel Halberstam z¢’I explains with remarkable clarity, that since the sons of the shefachos

more times than not, people are given respect only because = 3| were called “children of maidservants” by the rest of the shevatim, a somewhat derogatory title, they felt humbled and scorned,

as they felt looked down upon by their brothers. This caused them to be in the category of one who is a “Lev nishbar v’nidke,

f‘m & Elokim lo tivze,” one who is made fun of, ridiculed, or looked down upon, is considered “broken-hearted and pushed away.”

Such a person has a special shmira (protection) from Hashem. Hashem envelops those people who are mistreated and made to

rt feel low. They have a special place in His eyes and He shows them extraordinary protection and love. This, explains the
o%_| Shinover, is why Yaakov Avinu put them first. It was not because he loved them least ch”v - it was because he knew they had a
| special shmira and nothing bad would happen to them. Hashem would show them His special protection. Since Rachel and
:"'",\,7 Yosef were the most beloved to him, they had the least protection from Hashem and therefore he put them last.

Sometimes in life a person finds himself in a situation where he feels scorned or ridiculed. It is truly bothersome, but instead

¥ 5| of reacting with anger, he should tap into the special relationship this creates with Hashem and the protection it provides.

Remember, if you feel you are being mistreated, don’t try to get EVEN, try to focus on getting EVEN closer to Hashem.




