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he Bluzhever Rebbe looked around him. He was 
surrounded by suffering Yidden. The Nazis, 
yemach shemam, were running the slave labor 
camp as cruelly and as inhumanely as possible. 

These were the darkest, blackest times in our 
nation’s long and painful history.

But the Rebbe knew there was one light that could possibly 
pierce the darkness. He looked at the Yidden suffering under 
the backbreaking labor of digging graves, building structures, 
and chopping trees with almost no food and hardly any sleep. 
Their faces were shuttered and sunken. Maybe, just maybe, 
the light of a Chanukah candle could drive away the gloom 
that filled their lives.
But how could he get a Chanukah candle? There was no 
menorah, no oil, no candles, no wicks, no matches...nothing! 
And that wasn’t even the biggest problem—if the Germans 
saw a tiny flicker of flame, they would surely make the 
inmates’ suffering even worse.
But Chanukah was coming. How could it go by without any 
candles? There had to be a way.
His own labor was horrible enough, but that did not stop the 
Rebbe from calling a meeting of his fellow prisoners late one 
night, after work. Under the cover of darkness in the freezing 
barrack, a few hardy Yidden discussed Chanukah.
Everyone agreed with the Rebbe. They all desperately 
wanted to do the mitzvah of lighting Chanukah candles, 

even in the concentration camp. What could they 
use as a candle? They only needed one 

for each night to fulfill the minimum 
requirement of the mitzvah.

One of the men had an idea. “I know 
someone who works in the Nazis’ 
supply department,” he said. “My 

friend’s job is to polish the soldiers’ 
boots every day. The shoe polish is 

comprised of black paint mixed with wax. 

t

What do all the pesukim in Parshas Vayeishev, 
except for eight, have in common? Can you find the 

eight that are different? Which other sefer or parshah 
has the same thing in common for all its pesukim 

except for eight?

About which three people does the Midrash say that if 
they had known that their actions would be written in 
the Torah, they would have done what they did in a much 
bigger and better way? What was each doing?

How much money did the brothers receive for the sale 
of Yosef ? What did they do with it? How do we know? 

(Hint: It is recorded in Navi.) Extra credit: Why did 
they use it for that?

Who was Tamar’s father? (See Rashi.)

Who received an “unnecessary” nes (miracle) 
from Hashem, performed just to show 

His love (three)?
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Answers to this week’s riddles will appear in next week’s issue.

Parshah riddles
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Litvak,  
Chassid, 
Sephardi
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Three different angles on a dvar Torah, one each from Litvish, Chassidic, 
and Sephardic sources. Can be split between the three seudos.

לְחוּ בוֹ לְַמעַן ַהצִּיל אֹתוֹ ר ּבַּמְִדּבָר וְיָד ַאל ּתִׁשְ לִיכוּ אֹתוֹ ֶאל ַהּבוֹר ַהּזֶה ֲאׁשֶ  ַהׁשְ
ָמיִם, ּבוֹ  וְַהּבוֹר ֵרק ֵאין   ,Throw him into this pit in the desert‘“ ,ִמיָָּדם... 
and don’t touch him’—in order to save him from their hands... The pit 
was empty; it didn’t have water” (Bereishis 37:22–24).
 It didn’t have water, but it had“ ,מים אין בו אבל נחשים ועקרבים יש בו
snakes and scorpions” (Shabbos 2a).
The Torah testifies that Reuven suggested throwing Yosef into 
a pit in order to save his life. But the halachah is that someone 
who fell into a pit with snakes and scorpions is considered dead 
since they are poisonous (Yevamos 121)!

Learn. Grow. Join the fun!

Yosef was 17 years old. He was over bar mitzvah, and the beis din 
formed by the brothers could give him the death penalty. But he 
was under 20, so he could not get a punishment min haShamayim. 
Therefore, the brothers could judge him guilty and kill him, but 
snakes and scorpions couldn’t hurt him (since that would be death 
min haShamayim)!

TO BE CONTINUED...

   SERIAL >>  Chapter 8

Rav Chaim ben Attar (Ohr Hachaim) :

Hafla'ah: 

text  

Sefas Kohen: 
The brothers wanted to kill Yosef because of the lashon hara he’d said 
about them to Yaakov. Chazal say that snakes kill people who speak 
lashon hara (Midrash on Koheles 10:11). Therefore, leaving it up to the 
snakes to decide his fate was a good way to see if he was really guilty 
of lashon hara. Reuven was sure he was innocent and would not be 
harmed.

Animals do not have bechirah (free will) and cannot hurt someone 
unless Hashem decreed so. But people are given the gift of free will, 
which means they can kill someone even if Hashem did not decree it 
(Hashem will work out the fairness of it in the long run).

Ramban: 
They could not see the bottom of the pit because it was too deep. 
Therefore, they did not know about the snakes and scorpions. (Others 
add that they couldn’t see them because the pit was 20 amos deep; this 
explains why the gemara in Shabbos that says that the pit had snakes 
and scorpions brings the halachah that Chanukah candles may not be 
20 amos high because people won’t see them.)

text  

Rebbe Menachem Rozenberg: 
Our job in this world is to do the best we can and leave the rest up to 
Hashem. Even if we don’t see how things can work out, let that not 
stop us from trying. Reuven didn’t have a plan to save Yosef from the 
snakes and scorpions, but at least he could buy some time and stop 
the brothers from killing him; Hashem would take care of the rest. 
Similarly, the Chashmona’im on Chanukah did not have a plan to 
defeat the Greeks, but they did all they could anyway.

Moishe Yudah begins relating his life story to Reb Beirish, explaining how 
the bandits that frequented his father-in-law’s hotel first began using him to 
judge their disputes.

oishe Yudah sighed deeply. “I 
tried to get out of it, Berish’l; 
believe me, I tried. I was 
horrified by these men and 

the crimes they committed. 
But I couldn’t get out—I knew 

too much. They couldn’t let me be free; 
they were scared I would go to the police. 
They only kept me around because they 
needed me. If I would become useless to 
them, they would surely get rid of me. I 
could not escape.

“One night, after everyone had gone to 
bed, I heard knocking on the window of 
my bedroom. I awoke with a start and 
looked through the glass. At the window 
was a panicked, terrified face. It was one 
of the bandits.

“When he saw me, he gestured frantically 
for me to open the window. I lifted the 
sash and pulled up the window, still in 
my nightclothes. The goy was breathing 
hard, as if he had just run a long way. He 
was filthy and disheveled, and blood ran 
down the side of his face from a cut above 
his eye.

“‘What is going on? What happened?’ I 
asked.

“‘Come quickly,’ he gasped. ‘You’ve got to 
help us! You are our only hope!’

“‘Why? What’s the problem?’

“‘The boys and I were waiting in ambush 
tonight, as usual. We knew Sir Frederick, 
bank manager at Kiubi Bank, would be 
passing through the area with a sack 
of money. We staked out a spot about a 
kilometer from here, where we planned 
to jump him, take the goods, and finish off 
him and his driver.’

“‘So what happened?’

“‘They were ready for us! Sir Frederick 
had a few men with him, armed and ready. 
He, his men, and his driver are battling 
the boys right now in the woods about a 
kilometer down the road. It’s going badly! 
We are losing! If we don’t overpower them 
quickly, we will all be killed, or worse—
arrested!’

“Secretly, when I heard these words, I was 
thrilled. Maybe these monsters would go 

away, after all. Halevai they should all be 
arrested and leave me alone forever!

“But my nighttime visitor had other ideas.

“‘What do you want from me?’ I asked. 
“‘I’m just a rabbi. I don’t know how to 
fight.’

“‘We don’t trust anyone, but we trust you! 
You must come save us! Grab a weapon, 
and let’s go!’

“He must have seen the incredulous look 
in my eyes, or maybe the look of hope, 
because his tone suddenly changed. 
‘Listen, you know what will happen if 
we get arrested, right?’ he asked. ‘Guess 
who else will be arrested. You! Everyone 
will testify that you are one of the gang. 
We have papers with your signature 
and records with your name appearing 
hundreds of times. You were clearly 
involved in all our business. You’re one of 
us! If we go down, so do you! If we lose this 
battle, you will spend the rest of your life 
in jail with thugs and lowlifes like me as 
your only company!’”

At this point, Moishe Yudah stopped 
talking and heaved a great, heavy krechtz. 
“Oy, Beirish’l!” he said. “Oy! I wish I would 
have listened to him and heard what I was 
supposed to do! He told me I was going 
down with him, and I should have agreed! 
I should have gone down! I wish I would 
have spent the rest of my life in jail, rather 
than what happened next! Oy!”

Tears rolled down Moishe Yudah’s 
hardened, scarred face. He put his head 
between his hands and sobbed, shoulders 
shaking.

After a long while, he continued. “I was 
brave, but not brave enough to face myself. 
The gangster at the window scared me 
more than anything. I did not want to go to 
jail. I quickly got dressed and pulled on a 
coat and mask with holes only for the eyes. 
I grabbed a big knife from the kitchen and 
a hammer from the toolshed and slipped 
them into the pockets of my coat. I closed 
the door to the apartment in which my 
wife and children slept peacefully and 
headed out into the cold night alongside 
the thug, on the way to help the people 
who were now my comrades in arms.

M

Cholent Story
A story told in parts, designed to get children to come 
back to the table for the main dish!
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Chanukah is about 
finding the light of Torah in the 

darkness of exile.
The nights of Chanukah are the longest 
and darkest of the year. Greece is called 
choshech (darkness). The rise of the Greeks 
coincided with the lights going out on 
prophecy and the waning of our natural 
connection to spirituality. We entered the 
long, seemingly endless exile with no overt 
communication from Hashem.
Chanukah actually began in the first year 
of the universe. Chazal teach that Adam 
Harishon made an eight-day Yom Tov 
when the sunlight stopped shrinking and 
the sun began shining for a longer time.
Chanukah was our last national miracle. 
It tells us to be strong, to shine the light 
through the galus. Hashem is still here.

Chanukah also bridges the gap in our 
personal avodah. It is the leg that supports 
the jump from the Yamim Tovim of Tishrei 
to the Nissan season.

Parshah summary
Parshas Vayeishev is also about the 
beginning of Klal Yisrael’s descent into 
darkness and the reminder of Hashem’s 
hidden presence through it all.
The groundwork for the slavery in Egypt is 
laid as Yosef descends to Mitzrayim, sold 
by his own brothers. We are still paying 
the consequences for that sin. Yehudah 
encounters suffering and mortification with 
his children and daughter-in-law. Yosef is 
bounced from prison to prison, innocent but 
unable to prove it.
Through it all, the seeds of redemption and 
love are being planted. Yosef ’s troubles 
in Egypt are laying the groundwork for 
his coronation. His presence there will 
eventually save the world from hunger, and 
the riches he will amass will eventually 
belong to Shlomo. And Yehudah’s troubles 
are planting the seeds of the ultimate 
redemption as he fathers the line that will 
produce Mashiach.

1. It is time to renew our love of Hashem and our trust in His behind-the-scenes guidance. Sit 
with the Chanukah candles for at least 10 minutes each night and contemplate the chessed 
of Hashem and His miracles.

2. Set aside family time for stories of hashgachah pratis (Divine providence). Prepare at 
least one good story per night and emphasize that Hashem loves us and we love him.

riddle answers:

Personal 
growth 
avodah of 
the week

This section views the procession of parshiyos and 
Yamim Tovim as a ladder for personal growth. It 
identifies a theme in the parshah and a related area 
that needs growth, and assigns a weekly mission based 
upon it.

AVODAH OF THE WEEK:

All the pesukim in Parshas Vayeishev begin with the letter vav except eight (there are actually nine, but it is brought 
in Rishonim that there are eight, possibly because two of the nine begin with the same word). Megillas Rus also has 
only eight pesukim that begin with a letter other than vav.
The Midrash says that had Reuven known that his attempts to save Yosef would be recorded in the Torah, and if 
Aharon had known that his happiness upon greeting Moshe when he returned from Midyan would be written in 
the Torah, and if Boaz would have known that the way he took care of Rus would be recorded in the Torah, they 
would have performed the act in a much bigger and better way.
The brothers sold Yosef for 20 silver pieces (see Bereishis 37:28). They used the money to buy shoes (Amos 2:6). 
One possible reason is that they made a cherem (excommunication) against anyone who would reveal what had 
happened, and someone in cherem cannot wear shoes. So they all got shoes to show that they would not violate the 
cherem.
Tamar’s father was Shem; Rashi explains that that is why her “punishment” was sreifah (burning). (Sifsei 
Chachamim says she was a later descendant of Shem, but others prove that she must have been Shem’s direct 
daughter.)
The Pnei Yehoshua says that the miracle of the Chanukah oil was unnecessary because they were allowed to use 
tamei (impure) oil; the nes was just to show love. Yosef received a similar nes when the Yishmaelim were carrying 
good-smelling spices. Dovid Hamelech was shown that love when Golias fell forward, not backward, so that Dovid 
would not have to walk to cut off his head. Moshe also received a special miracle in that Basyah chose his own 
mother to be his nurse.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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Haftorah summary
The haftorah for Shabbos Chanukah is the same as that of Parshas 
Beha’aloscha. It is read both times because it includes an in-depth 
description of the menorah being filled with oil.
The haftorah takes place shortly after the Purim story, as the kohen 
gadol, Yehoshua ben Yehotzadak, and the governor of the new Jewish 
settlement in Eretz Yisrael, Zerubavel ben Shaltiel, struggle to 
organize the rebuilding of the Beis Hamikdash (with permission from 
Darius II of Persia, son of Esther). Zecharyah Hanavi encourages them 
to continue. He relates a prophetic vision of the menorah flanked by 
olive trees (representing the two leaders) and standing in the new 
Beis Hamikdash. The menorah is being filled with oil by Shamayim—
no one is around. A malach tells Zecharyah that the message is that 
Hashem is the One Who decrees success or failure, and He will grant 
success where he sees fit—not necessarily to the mighty or strong.
He also shares a vision of Yehoshua Kohen Gadol dressed in filthy 
clothing, symbolic of sin, standing trial before the beis din shel ma’alah 
(Heavenly court) while the Satan tries to cause him to lose his position. 
Hashem defends him and replaces his clothing with clean ones.
The haftorah is introduced with several lines promising the true, 
ultimate redemption in the days of Mashiach, for the second Beis 
Hamikdash is not the ultimate goal.

Connection to Chanukah
The essential message of the Chanukah story—that Hashem’s decree, 
not weapons or physical strength, is what brings victory—is the 
message of Zecharyah’s vision. The menorah being filled with oil from 
Shamayim also reflects the miraculous fueling of the menorah in the 
Chanukah miracle.
Yehoshua Kohen Gadol’s “trial” and soiled clothing are also included 
in the haftorah because the Chashmona’im, who were kohanim, were 
considered to have sinned when they crowned themselves kings in 
violation of Yehudah’s sole right to kingship.
The introduction is also an important reminder that the Chanukah 
story was not a permanent solution. Much fighting and suffering 
continued for about 20 years after the Chanukah miracle.

Connection to the parshah
Parshas Vayeishev also refers to apparent sins, on some level, of 
tzaddikim. Like the haftorah, it shows that Hashem’s Hand in world 
events is all that counts.

Ripped from the headlines
Some worry about the changing US administration and how it will 
affect the security of millions of Jews living in Eretz Yisrael. What 
will happen to the peace deals? Will Iran return to being an existential 
threat? The haftorah stresses, “Lo v’chayil v’lo v’choa’ch ki im b’ruchi 
amar Hashem Tzevakos—Not with might and not with strength 
but only with My Spirit says Hashem Tzevakos” (Zecharyah 4:6).

If he could sneak out a bit of shoe 
polish each day, after a few days we 
could have enough for a candle that 
can burn for half an hour!”
The other Yidden liked the idea, and 
the plan began to take shape. For a 
menorah, they would use a potato 
that someone would steal from the 
kitchen. Food was scarce and hard 
to come by, and a potato was a great 
treasure. But it was also the easiest 
thing to hollow out and use as a little 
cup to hold the shoe polish.
Each man went about his work, 
excitedly planning for the Chanukah 
candle. By the time Erev Chanukah 
arrived, the hollow potato was 
ready, standing on a spot of honor 
in the barrack as a proud menorah, 
filled with gleaming, shiny shoe 
polish wax. The Rebbe pulled a few 
threads from his prisoner’s uniform 
and rolled them into a wick. 
Someone got his hands on matches, 
and all was ready.
On Erev Chanukah, word spread like 
wildfire through the barracks: the 
Bluzhever Rebbe had a Chanukah 
candle, and he was going to light it 
that night! All were invited to watch 
and be yotzeh! The very idea brought 
smiles to people’s faces, light to 
their hearts, and a lift to their steps. 
There would be Chanukah light!
Late that night, the barrack in which 
the little menorah stood filled with 
people. A crowd of prisoners, careful 
not to attract the attention of the 
Nazi guards, assembled around the 
bunk that held the menorah. The 
Rebbe held the match aloft, struck 
it, and in the light of its glow, began 
to recite the bracha.
“Baruch Attah Hashem,” he recited. 
He continued the bracha, thanking 
Hashem for the special mitzvah of 
Chanukah. Then he said the next 
bracha, thanking Hashem for the 
miracles that took place in times 
of old and in current times. How 
true it was, many of the assembled 
thought. Every Jew still alive in 
those terrible years had experienced 
numerous miracles to allow them 
to survive so long. Hashem still did 
miracles!
The Rebbe completed the bracha, 
and it was time for the third, 

Shehecheyanu, thanking 
Hashem for bringing us to 

this wonderful time. But the Rebbe 
did not continue. He was silent as 
the match spluttered and burned 
closer to his fingers.
The people wondered what was 
going on. What was the holdup? 
Every moment’s delay increased the 
risk of being caught by the guards! 
Still, the Rebbe waited. He seemed 
stuck, frozen in time. No one moved; 
no one made a sound. Hardly anyone 
breathed.
After what seemed like forever, 
the Rebbe turned from the potato 
candle and, in the light of the match, 
looked at the people surrounding 
him. Something seemed to break, 
and in a whoosh, he said the bracha 
and lit the candle. The light of 
Chanukah burned brightly in the 
frozen darkness. Everyone breathed 
again, deeper and more fully than 
they had in a long time.
Many years later, when the 
Bluzhever Rebbe was an old man 
living in Brooklyn, someone who 
had been in the camps with him 
visited him for Shabbos Chanukah. 
The two were talking about times 
gone by when suddenly, the man sat 
bolt upright.
“Rebbe, what happened that night 
with the candle?” he asked. “Why 
did you stop for so long?”
The Rebbe smiled. “Ah, that night,” 
he said. “I’ll tell you what happened. 
I said the first two brachos and 
felt them deeply. But the third, 
Shehecheyanu, thanking Hashem 
for the joyous time...I couldn’t say 
it. The times we were living through 
were so horrible; mankind had never 
seen something so evil. How could I 
truly be joyous about the time and 
say the bracha? I was stuck.
“Then I looked around and saw the 
eager faces of the Yidden around 
me. They had been through so 
much, they had lost so much, and 
they’d suffered so much. Yet they 
were there, risking everything to 
be yotzeh the mitzvah of Chanukah! 
Through it all, they were close to 
Hashem and would do anything for 
Him! That was a reason for true 
joy! It was an amazing, inspiring 
sight. With that, I was able to say 
Shehecheyanu—on all those Yidden! 
I thanked Hashem for the privilege 
of witnessing that sight.”

Haftorah from 
the headlines

Did you notice that the story of the haftorah, besides relating to the depth of the 
parshah or day, usually sounds like it is right out of current events?



The Daily Doughnut
There is a mitzvah in the Torah to pay a 
worker on the day they finish the job, and an 
aveirah if one does not do so. The worker can 
absolve their employee of the obligation to pay 
them that day (if they are over bar or bas mitzvah), 
and the employer won’t get an aveirah, but they 
still miss out on the mitzvah. However, this is only 
applicable in the case of a worker, not someone 
who is selling something to someone else. In our 
story, Racheli made the doughnuts with her own 
ingredients. Therefore, she is not a worker; rather, 
she is selling the doughnuts to Perri.
Therefore, there is no mitzvah for Perri to 
pay the same day.

5
Learn. Grow. Join the fun!

See this week’s Circle magazine for the 
full comic story and halachic dilemma.

Rabbi Gershon Eliezer Schaffel is the Rov of Young Israel of Skokie, a writer and editor for the Business Halacha Institute (BHI) and has been 
studying Choshen Mishpat for 20 years in the Chicago Choshen Mishpat Kollel.  The content of this column has been culled from questions received 
on the BHI Hotline and articles originally published in the popular weekly newsletter, Business Weekly published by the Business Halacha Institute.
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This 
date in 
Jewish 
history

On the first day of Chanukah 1862, in the heat of the Civil War, General 
Ulysses S. Grant committed the worst official anti-Semitic act in US history 
when he signed General Order No. 11, which expelled all Jews from Kentucky, 
Tennessee, and Mississippi.
Grant was frustrated with the fact that illegal Southern cotton was being 
smuggled to the North and traded on the black market. Lincoln had made 
him responsible to license the trade of cotton, and it was distracting Grant 
from the key battle for Vicksburg—if the Union would win the battle, it would 
control the entire Mississippi River and cut the Confederacy in half. He was 
wrongly convinced that most of the black market traders were Jews.
In November 1862, Grant ordered that “no Jews are to be permitted to travel 
on the railroad southward,” nor were they to be granted trade licenses. On 
December 17, Grant issued Order No. 11: “The Jews, as a class violating every 
regulation of trade established by the Treasury Department…are hereby 
expelled from [Kentucky, Tennessee, and Mississippi] within twenty-four 
hours.”
Grant’s men immediately notified the Jewish communities in Holly Springs, 
Mississippi, and Paducah, Kentucky, that they had 24 hours to leave. Some 
had to walk 40 miles to evacuate the zone. None were traders; some were US 
Army veterans.
A group of Jewish activists immediately began working on canceling the 
order. By January 3, 1863, influential Jewish Republican Adolphus Solomons 
and Cincinnati Congressman John A. Gurley had an audience with President 
Lincoln at the White House. Lincoln studied copies of General Order No. 11 
and ordered Grant to revoke it. He did so three days later.
Grant later undid his anti-Semitic reputation. He claimed the order had 
been prepared by an assistant and he had not read it. Most Jews voted for 
him when he ran for president in 1868.

Ge
ma

tr
ia ים ִסּ .And he made him a striped shirt” (Bereishis 37:3)“ ,וְעָָשׂה לוֹ כְּתֹנֶת ַפּ

פסים = 910 = קץ
This hints to the fact that Yaakov shared with Yosef the secret of the end of days (which 

he tried to reveal to the other brothers but was blocked from doing so). Also, the slavery in 
Mitzrayim, which can be traced back to the כתונת פסים, was shortened by 190 years.

פ-סים = 80 - 110
This is a hint to the fact that Yosef would reign as a king for 80 of the 110 years of his life.
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What is the procedure for lighting on 
Erev Shabbos Chanukah?
If possible, one should daven Minchah on 
Friday before lighting Chanukah candles. 
This is because the korban tamid was always 
brought before the lighting of the Menorah 
and because Minchah is part of Friday, 
while the Chanukah candles are being lit 
for Shabbos. If there is no early minyan, 
it is better to daven with a minyan after 
lighting candles. Chanukah candles should 
be lit before Shabbos candles but as close to 
Shabbos as possible (leaving time for tosfos 
Shabbos); the family should begin lighting 
Chanukah candles in time to complete the 
task by Shabbos candle-lighting time. They 
may not light before plag haminchah. If it is 
late, a woman may light Shabbos candles as 
soon as her husband has finished lighting; 
she does not have to wait for the rest of the 
family to finish. Haneiros Halalu should be 
said quickly, and Maoz Tzur can be delayed 
until the seudah.

For how long should the candles 
burn?
The neiros should contain enough oil to 
be able to burn for at least one hour and 

45 minutes. If the oil and candles cannot 
possibly burn that long, one does not 
fulfill the mitzvah at all according to some 
opinions.
Enough oil must be placed in the menorah 
before it is lit. It is not enough to add oil after 
lighting. If there is not enough oil at first, as 
long as Shabbos has not arrived yet, one may 
put out the flame, add oil, and relight without 
a bracha.
Children should light on Erev Shabbos as 
well as during the week. Even if their candles 
will not burn for enough time, they may still 
light with a bracha.

Where should one light?
The menorah should not be placed in a 
spot where opening or closing a door may 
fan or extinguish the flames. When going 
away for Shabbos, one lights in the home in 
which he sleeps. If one is staying in a hotel 
or multiroom building and he may not light 
in his room, he is faced with a problematic 
situation to which there are varying 
approaches and should consult a rav.

Which Chanukah objects are muktzeh?
A menorah that was burning on Shabbos is 

muktzeh, even after it has gone out. While 
it is burning, it should not be moved even 
in a permitted manner of moving muktzeh. 
A dreidel is not muktzeh but should not be 
played on Shabbos, even without money.

What is the procedure after Shabbos?
Candle lighting after Shabbos must take 
place as soon as possible after the end of 
Shabbos. Those who wait 72 minutes to 
end Shabbos all year round should do so on 
Shabbos Chanukah as well, but those who 
wait 72 minutes only on occasion should 
not wait 72 minutes on Motza’ei Shabbos 
Chanukah. Chanukah candles in shul are 
lit before Havdalah. At home, some have 
the custom of lighting Chanukah candles 
before reciting Havdalah (after saying 
“Baruch hamavdil bein kodesh l’chol”), 
while others light them immediately after 
Havdalah. One should hurry home from shul 
and immediately recite Havdalah or light 
Chanukah candles.
A Shabbos guest who can get home quickly 
should leave immediately after Shabbos 
is over and light at home. If he cannot, he 
should light at the home of his host and eat 
melaveh malkah there (or stay until Sunday 
morning).

Chanukah
minhagim

"Doing hishtadlus for parnassah is like hammering 
a nail. When it starts to go crooked, you stop!"
—Chazon Ish

The last word
A one-liner worth 

remembering
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