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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Relevant Halachos During These Trying Times (35)
Lighting On Chanukah When All Alone. Question: Due to
being in quarantine, I'm all alone in a room not open to the
street. I have no way to publicize the Chanukah miracle to
anybody. Does this affect my being able to light with a beracha?
Answer: There are two sources that one can light with a beracha
even though he isn’t publicizing the miracle. Shulchan Aruch ()
and Mishna Berura ) rule that if one is away from home in a
place where there are no Jews, he could have in mind to fulfill the
mitzvah with his wife’s lighting. However, that way he will not
see any neiros and will not make his own beracha on seeing of
neiros. Therefore, it is better to have in mind not to fulfill the
mitzvah with his wife’s lighting and light himself. He can also
time his lighting to be before hers. Either way, we have a
documented case of lighting when all alone. Also, the Chemed
Moshe quoted in Shaar Hatziyon () states that if a person is alone
at home he can light with a beracha and the Shaar Hatziyon adds
that one who wants can rely on that. However, the MG’A in M.B.
there @) says that if one waited too long and cannot wake up any of
his household, he cannot light with a beracha. The MG’A is
talking about someone who lights very late, but someone who
lights at a proper time without a chance to publicize better, could
probably light with a beracha even according to MG’A.
Publicizing To Gentiles. Question: In the above-type case, is
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there any point of lighting in a way that only gentiles will see it?
Answer: There is no clear Gemara mentioning this point. Even
though the time of lighting was when the Tarmedai (a group of
gentiles who sold wood at the beginning of each evening) are still
in the street, it doesn’t necessarily mean that we publicize to them,
but rather we publicize to the Yidden who used to go out then and
buy wood. In sefer Noheg Katzon Yosef p.183 (from the time of
RM’A) it sounds like the idea is to publicize to Yidden. However,
Shu’t Hisorerus Teshuva () says that one should publicize to all
(if there will be no negative results). Perhaps one can add that
nowadays there are all sorts of Yidden in any given place unknown
to us that might have some meaningful thoughts when seeing it.
Husband and Wife Delayed in the Hospital. Question: One
afternoon during Chanukah, 1 had to accompany my wife to the
hospital to give birth. I might be away many hours, or the whole
night. What should I do about lighting Chanukah candles?
Answer: If possible, he should appoint a neighbor to go into his
house and light for him. That neighbor should try to make the
berachos on his own menorah and, without speaking out (709),
go straight over and light his friend’s menorah. If a break must
take place or the neighbor already lit, he should go and light for
the other person and only say the first beracha but not the second
one. This is according to Shevet Halevi ) but according to Rav
Elvashlv ﬂ’ ’l 7 he would not make any berachos.

1D 9T D'NOD — 'PI'N 9IP 72N — D' 2
"rbvgs oy @R PN M N 5v7- The Gemara says that an example of something that needs a beracha before but not after, is ™.
When one smells an enjoyable fragrance he does not make a beracha acharona. Rashi explains that this is because the pleasure is minor.
The Gemara (Berachos 43) asks, where do we know that a beracha is needed beforehand? After all, nothing tangible is being ingested.
The Gemara answers from the posuk, "n-> 95nmn nnwin 95", This alludes to a fragrant smell that only the neshama derives pleasure
from, but not the guf. The Aruch Hashulchan ('~ y"v1) says that since the pleasure is a ruchniyos one, itis called "n»".

Magen Avraham (ow) brings the Kol Bo who says that after one smells the fragrance nothing remains (in contrast to eating where one
remains satiated), a beracha acharona is not recited. What about reciting a Shehecheyanu on the first time one smells it? The M"A says
that it is not required because it is a minor enjoyment and also it is available all year. What if itisn’t available all year? The Mishna Berura
("o "o ,n"7) says we are not noheg to make a Shehecheyanu even on a pleasant smell that isn’t available all year.

In Yeshiva Torah Vodaas, on Yom Kippur, they would pass around an esrog with besomim cloves stuck in it for everyone to smell. Rav Yisroel
Belsky zt"/ would say that since the esrog is the vy and the cloves are the 990, one should recite "ma5 210 N W A" ()N D1 PY).
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R’ Aharon Perlow of Karlin z¢”l (Bais Aharon) would say: WY1
“Pharaoh dreamed about seven fat cows and seven skinny cows. Yaakov Avinu (in Parshas Vayeitzai) dreamed
about angels going up and down a ladder. Both were unusual dreams. The difference is that when Yaakov awoke, his
first words were: ‘How awesome is this place.” When Pharaoh awoke, the first thing he did was ... 1”

go back to sleep!
R’ Avraham Moshe of Pshischa z¢”’l would say:
“OnN 09x N M Y19 N’ - Of all the possible accusations he could level against them, why did Yosef accuse his
brothers of espionage? The answer is that Yosef was afraid his brothers would utilize their visit to Egypt to investigate
his whereabouts. By accusing them of being spies, he prevented them from asking too many questions. For no one who

is accused of espionage is likely to make too many inquiries about a head of state....”
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Pharaoh, the supreme ruler of Egypt was drawn to the wisdom and intelligence of Yosef on account of the manner in
which he interpreted his dreams. He also recognized the innate Fear of Heaven that Yosef Hatzaddik possessed, as Pharaoh
said to him, “After G-d has revealed to you these interpretations, there is no one as understanding and wise as you,” showing
that even Pharaoh was able to recognize G-d through Yosef. It seems that whatever happens to Yosef in this week’s parsha,
he attributes it to Hashem. Whether it was a matter of being able to interpret dreams or escaping from prison, Yosef makes
sure that it is abundantly clear that every event that befell him was directly from Hashem. This trait is not so common, as the
instinctual reaction to the events that befall us is to view them as happenstance. It would certainly behoove us to attempt to
emulate this trait of Yosef in our lives and recognize how everything that happens to us is directly from our Maker.

R’ Avraham Genichovski z¢’/ related an amazing story that happened to a talmid chacham who was careful with regard
to saying berachos. This talmid chacham was diagnosed with a serious illness, and the doctors in Israel had no cure to offer
him. They recommended that he travel to the United States to see a doctor who specialized in treating this particular illness.
The talmid chacham was deeply distressed by this recommendation. Traveling to the United States for treatment would mean
that he would have to leave his family for an extended period, and in addition, he did not have the money to pay for the
treatment and subsequent operation. But this talmid chacham possessed a great deal of emunah, and he scheduled a flight
to the United States, trusting that Hashem would help him procure the necessary funds to cover the treatment.

Before the flight, he took care of a related issue that was weighing on his mind. The doctor he was scheduled to see was
a world-famous specialist, and the falmid chacham did not know whether he was required to recite the special blessing of
"D WY MNoNN MY - Who gave of His wisdom to a human being, upon seeing him. This question was actually more
pressing to him than the question of how he could afford to pay for the treatment.

This talmid chacham was the type of individual who never allowed any question in halacha to slip away from him
without being carefully researched, and before he left for the United States he sat and studied the relevant halachos in
depth. Finally, he concluded that he was indeed required to recite the blessing, and he was gratified when several leading
poskim concurred with his conclusion. Having resolved his question, he felt more secure getting onto the plane, even
though he still had to think about how to pay for the treatment, whose cost could be tens of thousand of dollars.

The talmid chacham landed in the United States, and made his way to the hospital at the appointed time. When he
arrived in the doctor’s waiting room, he stood outside his office, waiting eagerly for the moment when the door would
open and the doctor would emerge, so that he could recite the blessing. When the door of the office opened and the doctor
indeed came out and called the talmid chacham’s name, the man stood up, closed his eyes in concentration, and recited the
blessing "0T w125 nnonn ymv” with great intent and fervor.

The sound of the blessing resounded throughout the corridor, and the doctor approached the Israeli patient in surprise
and asked for an explanation. The talmid chacham replied pleasantly that Jewish law requires a special blessing to be made
on a particularly wise person, and he eloquently explained the details of the halacha. The doctor stood and listened,
nodding his head with pleasure, entranced by the talmid chacham’s words.

When the man finished his explanation, the doctor was deeply moved, and he said to him, “As a sign of appreciation for
the blessing you gave me, I am hereby making you my personal guest, and I will try to make your stay here as pleasant as
possible, until the conclusion of the treatment.” The talmid chacham thanked the doctor for his warm words, but the doctor

was not finished yet. “On top of that,” continued the doctor with a warm and embracing smile, “Since you have caused me |

so much pleasure, I have decided to treat you and even operate if necessary free of charge!”
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The “special” Haftorah for Parshas Mikeitz — since it is

seldom read, deals with royal dreams and their inter-
pretations. Following Shlomo Hamelech’s ascension to the
throne at age 12, Hashem allowed him to ask for whatever he
desires. Shlomo chose wisdom and Hashem told him in a
dream that He would also endow him with riches and honor.
Shlomo’s wisdom was first borne out when two women
came to him, both claiming to be the mother of one baby.
Shockingly, Shlomo declared that he would split the baby in
half and give both sides an equal share. This seemed absurd,
and his royal advisors began to doubt the young king’s ability
to rule altogether. Suddenly, one of the women began to cry
and begged Shlomo to let the child live even if it means

A PENETRATING ANALYSIS OF THE WEEKLY
HAFTORAH BY R’ TZVI HIRSCH HOFFMAN

giving it to the other woman. It quickly became clear that the
compassionate woman was the true mother and Shlomo’s
brilliance was revealed to the world. But, how could Shlomo
have been so sure of himself to have taken such a risk?

R’ Avraham Pam z#”’], based on the Malbim, explains that
after both women’s arguments were made, Shlomo realized

who the rightful mother was, but needed “proof” to prove it to [

the world. When the true mother made her case, she said,
“my son is the live one and your son is the dead one,” while
the liar said, “your son is the dead one and my son is the live
one.” Shlomo was sure he knew who was who, but to prove
it undoubtedly he was forced to demonstrate his superior
wisdom by ensnaring the lying woman in her own words.
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The Medrash comments that the meal preparations Yosef had arranged were done on erev Shabbos. The Chasam Sofer

"C, zt”’l explains that Yosef was being meticulous with regard to the halacha that one must not begin a seuda too close to Shabbos.

Thus, Yosef said, "0 n¥2 owInmaN MMN 2" - they shall eat with me at midday. Conversely, the Medrash itself implies that

¥ the preparations were actually done in honor of Shabbos. As it says, regarding Shabbos "> TWN NN W',

The Medrash on Parshas HaNesi’im, which we read on Chanukah, explains that the Nasi on Shabbos was specifically

W from Shevet Ephraim. In the zechus that Yosef was shomer Shabbos in Mitzrayim, he merited that his shevet was the one that

brought their korbon on Shabbos. Yet, even so, the question seems obvious: was Yosef Hatzaddik the only person who was

"C}‘T“' shomer Shabbos? Presumably, if the Avos Hakedoshim were mekayem kol haTorah kula, so were the shevatim. If so, what
made Yosef Hatzaddik more of a shomer Shabbos to merit this? My machshava here is, that the Torah saw something unique

in Yosef. Yosef was zealous and scrupulous in his honor of Shabbos. According to the Chasam Sofer he made sure to eat early

"C, on Friday afternoon. And according to the Medrash, he made special hachanos (preparations) for Shabbos. Yosef didn’t rush

into Shabbos (as we sometimes do). Rather, he made an extra effort to accord the highest significance to Shabbos, and its

X %] preparations. So while they all kept Shabbos, Yosef, says the Torah, waited with bated breath for its arrival.

The posuk says, "On7To ... NMAWN IR SR 1 e If you want the effects of Shabbos to have an everlasting impression on

au your family, you must wait for Shabbos. ""v' means to wait, as we find in last week’s parsha, "270 NN 70 PINY".

Create a ruchniyusdike Shabbos matzav, and the impact on the children and the entire family will be immeasurable.
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3 Yom: There was once a gathering of Torah leaders in the
,.“ home of R’ Chaim (Brisker) Soloveitchik z#”’I, which
<& | took place on one of the days of Chanukah. The Rabbanim
Y:%] were convened to discuss an important matter pertaining to

the klal and the lively discussion went on for hours.
As shekia approached, R’ Chaim turned to the Rabbanim
and excused himself citing the minhag HaGra of which he

| was makpid to keep, about lighting the Chanukah menorah
at shekia. His menorah was already set up, so R’ Chaim

simply donned his hat, washed his hands, took a candle in

‘v;"z: his hand and with no fanfare or preamble but great

concentration, he recited the berachos and lit the menorah.

=y 25 Then, he said the words of “Haneiros Halalu,” stared at the

flames with longing for an extra moment and returned to

The Slonimer Rebbe, R’ Avraham Weinberg z¢”l, was
present at the meeting and when he returned to his town, he
recounted to his chassidim with awe precisely how R’
Chaim had stood up and lit the menorah, like a soldier
attending to a military maneuver. He wanted them to know
what a true servant of Hashem looks like and he explained
that R” Chaim was exemplary in his mitzvah performance.

One of the younger chassidim didn’t seem impressed and
made a comment that R* Chaim does not follow the ways of
the Baal Shem Tov, or the great “avodah” that he did. The
Slonimer Rebbe looked at the man and said, “Young man, do
you think that before the Baal Shem Tov, Gan Eden was
empty, and after the Baal Shem, Gan Eden remains bare?”
%om3: There are many pathways in avodas Hashem. It’s not a
one size fits all. Some focus on the mitzvah itself and leave the
trappings to the side. Others consider “hechsher mitzvah” a big
part of it. It’s all good as long as we make Hashem proud.

"C, the table with the other Rabbanim to continue the meeting.
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As we know, dreams are usually a reflection of something that one was thinking about during the day, and most dreams are

2% meaningless. Why did a silly dream disturb Pharaoh so much? R’ Shimon Schwab zt”l explains that Pharaoh believed that
¢ | power is everything. With enough might and military strength, he believed he had the power to conquer anyone and anything.
c "I When he dreamed about the emaciated cows eating up the fat cows and the withered stalks overpowering the full ones, he
¥ | knew this was not a regular dream, because he would never have such kinds of thoughts. He became panic-stricken because he

thought that his gods were sending him a message of impending rebellion. He was so disturbed of the concept that the weak

= ;‘".:1, overcame the strong and the many overcame the few, that he had to call all of his wise men to tell him what this means.

Parshas Mikeitz usually falls out during Chanukah, when we celebrate the great miracles Hashem has done for us in all

f‘m ;‘q"\‘.— generations by delivering the “many into the hands of the few and the mighty into the hands of the weak.” We know that our

strength doesn’t come from physical power or materialistic achievement. "ny» M vyn' - My salvation is the strength of my

VG Rock, my Hashem who sustains His beloved nation in a supernatural way. Pharaoh was one of many great and mighty rulers
o | who believed in his own power and strength, and was shown in no uncertain terms, like Nevuchadnezzar, Haman and Hitler,
| that we are a people who defy the natural course of the world. We have survived and we will always survive, not because we
;"'":;, are strong and powerful, not because we are cultured and intelligent, and not because we are rich and mighty, but because we
5 | have Hashem on our side. We are a spiritual people, not bound by the “cause and effect” of this world, thus, the many are
¥ 5] overpowered by the few and the strong are overtaken by the weak. The light of Torah and mitzvos gives us the zechus to endure

and overpower all our enemies until we are zoche to the real “Mikeitz” - the true end to this bitter exile, May it be very soon!




