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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Relevant Halachos During These Trying Times (47)
Taste Changes From the Virus. Question: My son recovered
from the virus, B"H. However, one abnormality remained. Many
people lose their sense of taste and then get it back. In his case, a
condition developed and when he drinks any fruit-based drink; it
has a bitter taste. Even tea and coffee can be problematic. What
does he do about Kiddush, Havdalah and Arba Kosos?

Ways to Avoid the Problem: There are ways to avoid most of
these issues. He could recite Kiddush over wine and give it to his
family members to drink, preferably »on5 801 - one cheekful of
wine (about 1.6-1.8 0z.), to one listener and a taste to the other
listeners. If that won’t work, he could combine the drinking of a
number of listeners to make up a 5 8O0, This is similar to what
some people do for Havdalah of Shabbos Chazon when they
make Havdalah and a child drinks the wine. If the wife makes
Kiddush and is motzie him, this works. For Havdalah, he should
be motzie her and she should drink, and although there is a
Kabbalistic preference for a lady not to drink from the Havdalah
cup, in cases of necessity, she can. For Arba Kosos on Pesach, he
must drink the wine or grape juice himself. For the berachos
before and after each kos, he could ask another adult at the table to
be motzie him, but see further why this is not even necessary.

Halachic Answer to the Problem. The above are ways to avoid
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the problem, but if possible, it is important to try to determine the
correct halacha to the problem. The source for such an answer
would seem to be in Kitzur Shulchan Aruch ay: “A chazan who
slurps down a raw egg yoke to help clear his voice recites a
beracha on the egg yoke, because even though he has no pleasure
from the taste of the yoke, he has pleasure from the nutritional or
filling quality of the egg. From here it seems clear that even if one
doesn’t have a good taste as long as he eats via mouth a food that
is nutritionally beneficial to the body, he still makes a beracha.”

A Possible Proof. One can possibly prove the above from the
Gemara (2) where it says that although there is no taste to water
(which is why we don’t make a beracha when drinking to clear
one’s throat), if one drinks water to quench his thirst, he has to
say a beracha. One could understand this in two ways. 1) When
thirsty, it is a tasty item, or 2) removing thirst, even if it is not a
taste issue, is such a big pleasure that Chazal equated it with the
pleasures of taste to require a beracha. Shu’t Hilchos Ketanos 3
learns like the second way. If so, removing hunger is also as big a
pleasure as removing thirst and one should make a beracha even
if he has a bitter taste from it, see Shu’t Bigdei Chamudos ).
Conclusion. Your son who has a bitter taste from the wine, can
make the berachos and drink himself. If he doesn’t want to have
the bitter taste, he can do the above-mentioned suggestions.
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YRS TN e R - The w'Ne [ D)"a] says "Ry XD ;N on N2 Don O Therefore, if one ate his nxy mmo or drank the yaaN
mo without leaning, he is not xxy & must drink the y or eat the o again. The X' [2yn '0] paskens the same way.

Mo ¥ 10 v PN he quotes the Rambam "nawmn it 10 2090 DN NZIN INYY MO N NN TP NYON NYWA,NDON PN TINY.
The 1" explains that n>on mxn is its own mitzvah, but the a7 were y1yp that the mitzvah of n2>on be done on the first 7o of nxn.
Therefore, the Rambam says that if one leans for the whole nmyo it is praiseworthy because navon is a y71 for all the eating, not just no»x
nyn. Consequently, if someone ate his nxn vs without n2von he need not eat again since leaning isn'tintrinsic to being xsw matzah. v'y.

The ¥"w ['n >0 DW] paskens "10n MON 127 185 PoN”. Based on the above v that if one ate without leaning he must eat again,
what is the halacha if one forgot to lean & while eating again, his Rebbi walks in? Since it’s forbidden to lean before one’s Rebbi, is there now
a point o eat the mo again? Since he won't be leaning anyway? R’ Yitzchok Zilberstein shlit'a [onoa 1on simwn] compares this scenario
to one who forgot xva» nby on n™ by mincha. Should he say 2 nywy nywaw by Maariv to make it up or since there is no xa» by anyway
(bec. n"is over) what's the point? In this case we say to daven again [ymown) so by nxin also, he should eat again even though there will
be no npon. In won 9 Y noa Yw 1N (pg 78) R’ Elyashiv explains that even according to the N leaning is 25y only if one can lean,
but doesn't. So, in our case, since he has a s when in front of his Rebbi, there is no avn to lean, so there is no yon of not leaning & he
should eat the mm»>. This helps explain why in cases of 5185 mNas & 127 %95 one is NN Y2 &y, Since he can't lean, he’s patur. Also,
the gemara [35 m>12] says "Nx» 1D Yoo VYY", If the o5 would gather a 1o from the nan & eat it on Noa, they would be xx»
Dy o, R Elyashiv says that they were xsv even though naow is nsya N elnd they couldn't lean, because if one can'tlean, it's not 1oyn.

... 1PDIR NN XRIN P N2 By e
R’ Shlomo Ephraim Luntschitz z¢#”’l (Olelos Ephraim) would say:

“nwn Snp»' - Rashi tells us that this 'onp» occurred the day after Yom Kippur. Even after Yom Kippur we still need
DN - coming together in unity. While it’s important to act properly between Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur, it’s perhaps
just as important to act properly between Yom Kippur and Rosh Hashana (rest of the year). The same applies to after Purim,
the day of unity as we give Mishloach Manos, Matanos L’evyonim, and the like. After all, Purim is compared to Yom
Kippur as it is called Yom KiPurim. It is, of course, no wonder that Parshas Vayakhel usually falls out soon after Purim.”

A Wise Man would say: “Don’t wrestle with a pig. You’ll get dirty, but the pig will enjoy it.”] MazelTovtoMoshe & Tzippy
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Ona quiet little street in Petach Tikva, lived R’ Aharon Beifus z¢”’l, a local Rav, a tzaddik and outstanding talmid
chacham, who possessed a gentle spirit and love of every single Jew. Sadly, he and his wife were never blessed with
children of their own, yet if one were to peer into the Beifus’s home at any time of the day or night, it would reflect a home
that truly was a piece of Olam Haba. R’ Aharon and his Rebbetzin were so sincere about their Avodas Hashem that their
mere presence affected the people around them and inspired them to strive for closeness to Hashem.

Petach Tikva was the first city of what is now modern-day Israel. It is a thriving, dynamic city, which is integrated in
every sense of the word. Residents hail from every ethnic background and level of religious observance. In the building
next door to the Rav, lived a family that prided themselves on their liberal, secular ways and were far from Torah and
mitzvah observance. One Shabbos morning, the father was on his porch with a power drill, shattering the peace and
tranquility of the neighborhood with ear-splitting noise. Unable to bear the scene of blatant chilul Shabbos, R’ Beifus
climbed the stairs to the neighbor’s fourth-floor apartment, knocked on the door, and when the man answered, said in his
sweet, sincere manner, “Please, it is Shabbos. People in the neighborhood are going to shul or returning from shul. Could
you please wait until after Shabbos to use your drill?” His words were so genuine, his appeal so innocent, that the
neighbor, a proud secularist, actually acquiesced. Yet, the true effects were only manifest in the coming weeks. The man
was so impressed by the Rav that he decided to go to shul the following Shabbos, and the Shabbos after, as well. One
mitzvah led to another, and ultimately, the entire family returned wholeheartedly to Torah and mitzvos.

Rebbetzin Beifus passed away several years before her husband. In his final years, R’ Aharon began to deteriorate
physically and suffered from mild dementia. In his last weeks, when he was already very weak and ill, his nephews took
turns sitting with him at his bedside and tending to his needs. One evening, when it was only a matter of time until his
soul’s departure from this world, the Rav suddenly sat up in bed and to the surprise of his two nephews, announced in a
loud, clear and coherent voice, “Ich hub gekoift kartelach far di pruste concert.” (I purchased tickets to the immodest
concert.) With those words, he lay back down, closed his eyes, and returned his neshama to Shamayim.

Aghast by their righteous uncle’s final words on earth, the two nephews began to search the apartment looking for
tickets to a concert. They could not find anything of the sort and thought he might have been hallucinating before his
death. They decided not to repeat it to anyone, but somehow the story leaked and spread rapidly.

Upon hearing the story, one of the rabbanim of Petach Tikva explained that he knew what the words meant and why R’
Beifus would pronounce them in the moments before his petirah. Several years earlier, a massive concert featuring a
world-famous celebrity was to take place in one of the huge venues in Petach Tikva. It was the talk of town and when R’
Aharon heard about the upcoming event, he was horrified at the thought of the blatant prirzus in his city and the thousands
of residents - religious and secular alike - who, unable to resist the temptation of attending the concert, would stream en
masse to the hall and stumble in numerous prohibitions. Without saying another word, he ran straight to the box office and
using all the money he had on him, he purchased every available ticket to the show! He took all the tickets and hid them in

his house and indeed, it was reported later, that during the actual event, the theater appeared to be mostly empty!
Shortly afterward, R’ Aharon visited the Steipler Gaon, R’ Yaakov Yisroel Kanievsky z#”’/, and confessed to his “crime”
of purchasing all the tickets to an event that breached every boundary of #znius. He looked to the Steipler for guidance.
Replied the Steipler, “These tickets are your entrance tickets into Gan Eden!” For this reason, R’ Beifus yelled out
these words - just as he was punching his ticket into Olam Haba! (Source: Rav Shlomo Levenstein - Umatuk Haor)
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In this week’s Haftorah, Yechezkel HaNavi details the

various sacrifices that will be offered during the seven-day
inauguration ceremony of the third Bais HaMikdash. He then
mentions the offering that will be brought on the 14th day of
Nissan in the Messianic Era which reflects the theme of
Parshas Hachodesh where Moshe Rabbeinu instructed Bnei
Yisroel to prepare and bring the Korban Pesach in Egypt.
Interestingly, while detailing the actual service, Yechezkel
HaNavi states that, “the prince shall enter with them [the
commonfolk] when they enter [the Azarah] and leave when
they leave.” This seems to be an innocuous statement, so
why was it even mentioned?
The Chasam Sofer z¢”l explains that Yechezkel HaNavi

A PENETRATING ANALYSIS OF THE WEEKLY
HAFTORAH BY R’ TZVI HIRSCH HOFFMAN

explicitly mentioned this in order to teach Klal Yisroel the
valuable lesson of how one should act before Hashem. There
are some who “make it” in society and they expend inordinate
amounts of money and time making sure people know of their
elevated social status. Unfortunately, artificial honor and
prestige leads to feelings of entitlement which have no
substance and they will undoubtedly be lost in due time. Chazal
predict that such a person will surely become distant from
Hashem, since “there is no haughtiness before the Almighty.”
Thus, although a Nasi deserves extra honor in other arenas,
in the Bais HaMikdash, before Hashem, no one person is

rest of his fellow brethren as a show of deference to Hashem.
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Throughout the parshiyos dealing with the construction of the Mishkan, the Torah states that numerous parts of the

"C, Mishkan and its keilim were covered in gold or made from solid gold. If so, might we ask, why were the adanim, the very

foundation of the Mishkan, covered only in silver and not good? One would assume that this foundational aspect of the

R Mishkan deserves the highest quality, right? Assuming the question is legitimate, I would like to propose the following

machshava. The Baal HaTurim says that the 100 berachos one should recite daily, correspond to the 100 adanim (sockets).

M What is the deeper meaning behind this correlation between adanim and meah berachos b’chol yom? As we know, the

concept of meah berachos was instituted by Dovid HaMelech to halt a mageifa, a deadly plague, that had become an

"C}‘T“' existential threat to the Jewish people. The reasoning was that through the recital of 100 blessings each and every day, a Yid
can strengthen his emunah and realize Hashem'’s presence in the world, thus dispelling the need for sickness and death.

The foundation of Yiddishkeit is Emunah B’Hashem. Thus, the adanim and the purpose of the meah berachos share a

"C, common theme. They are both foundational. Gold is a precious commodity; more rare than silver. Silver is more common.

The Torah is teaching us that our emunah must be in abundance, like silver - as well as clean and pristine as silver.
In addition, the adanim were comprised of the machatzis hashekel, which was the people’s donations. This symbolizes that
emunah is critical for each and every yid. Emunah is the fuel we need to actualize our dreams and destinies. We say in

Bk davening, in Ahava Raba: T2 noaw wman Maya" - the prerequisite for Matan Torah was bitachon and a true belief in

Hakadosh Boruch Hu and the strength He gives to each one of us. By strengthening our emunah through increasing our

rt“,“"" kavana in our daily berachos, may we then merit "IN PPNY YOI INN 10N - as we read Parshas HaChodesh this week.
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= ;'"3, 7om: 1t is said in the name of certain prominent chassidim

that the Sefer Noam Elimelech does not contain a section

X on Parshas Vayakhel, since the holy Rebbe, R’ Elimelech

of Lizhensk z#”l, passed away during the week of this

X4 parsha (21 Adar). This hints at the idea that Moshe

Rabbeinu is not mentioned in Parshas Tetzaveh since he

| asked Hashem to remove him from His “book.” Similarly,

when the Noam Elimelech left this world, that week’s

? parsha is not included in his “book.”

The Chozeh of Lublin z¢t’l and the Ohev Yisroel of

S : Apt z¢”’l always spent Simchas Torah with their Rebbe, R’
&l Elimelech, in Lizhensk. One year, they could not come for

Yom Tov, and the Rebbe was very distraught. His son, R’

“We still have many other distinguished Yidden and
Tzaddikim spending Yom Tov with us,” said R’ Elazar.

R’ Elimelech answered, “My son, I am in the midst of
building the Heavenly Temple, vessel by vessel. I need my
best and brightest falmidim to work with me together, in
unison. When I say the posuk, "“Tnmm> 'n o' - ‘Arise,
Hashem, to the place where You rest,” my disciples are
bringing the Aron Kodesh into the Sanctuary. Now I have
no one here who is like them who can do this holy task.”
Ywm3: Achdus, the idea of unity and togertheness, is one that
manifests itself in so many areas of Avodas Hashem. There
is almost nothing Hashem loves more than to see His
children, Brei Yisroel, acting with unity in every aspect of
their lives. We, too, are building the third Bais HaMikdash
and every single Jew is needed to pull his weight. Let us see

"Ci‘r" Elazar, asked him why he was so distressed. to it that our achdus is what brings our ultimate redemption.
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The great liberation that takes place every year on Pesach actually begins on Rosh Chodesh Adar. Chazal teach us that there

% is a four step process to real spiritual growth that is the real preparation for the great and lofty heights we are meant to achieve
% | on Pesach. The secret code to spiritual greatness is S-Z-P-H. The S stands for SHEKALIM. When Rosh Chodesh Adar comes
c *| along, we read Parshas Shekalim. It discusses the machatzis hashekel that every single Jew had to donate to the Mishkan no
%, | matter who they were and how much money they had or didn’t have. It is the very first step in raising yourself up and that is
> | accomplished through giving. A Jew must see himself as a half-shekel, a half-made person. By being humble and other
<& focused, a person will set into motion the first of the four steps to true greatness and liberation from his personal Mitzrayim.

Step Two is ZACHOR. The Shabbos before Purim, we read the portion of the Torah that tells us to remember what Amalek

3| did to us and to obliterate him from this world. Amalek represents all of the evil forces in this world. Amalek is anything and

everything that takes us away from having a real relationship with Hashem. So, before Pesach, we need to make a great effort

% to figure out who Amalek is in our personal lives and then get rid of him. This will automatically take us to the next level.

Step Three is PARAH. We read about the Parah Aduma, the ashes that brought about purification to the impure. Getting

¢ ready for Pesach means ourselves. On Pesach, we have so many mitzvos that revolve around the mouth. Eating matza and
¥ | telling over the story of Yetzias Mitzrayim. In order to be able to do this properly, we must purify our thoughts and our speech,
A5 turning PE-SACH, our speaking mouths, into PE-TZACH, a sparkling clean, and purified mouth that is used for words of Torah.

more honorable than another, and he must enter alongside the |3

By doing this, we will be ready for Step Four, HACHODESH - rejuvenating ourselves (re-JEW-venating) and raising

1 ourselves up before Pesach to be a great and holy nation and achieving the freedom to become the greatest people we can be.




