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LAY I'T ON
THE LINE

You are seeking information about someone for a legitimate purpose. You know

that if you disclose the reason for your questions, the person you are asking
is likely to be more diplomatic and less forthcoming. May you withhold your

purpose so that you will get candid information?

T H E

DILEMMA

inchas had to shut down his business
P because of COVID-19. He has been

desperately searching for a new source of
parnassah ever since. When Levi decides to hire

a sales manager for his growing medical mask
company, someone suggests Pinchas.

“Yeah, but how do | know that he’s competent?”
Levi replies. “Maybe it was COVID that killed his
business, or maybe he made some bad moves.”

He decides to call a customer who had also done
business with Pinchas. He casually brings up
businesses that were shuttered because of COVID.
“You know, Pinchas couldn’t get back on his feet
after the lockdown,” Levi says.
“I wonder if it was COVID or

if the business was failing

anyway. Did he talk to you o
about it?”

The customer
begins revealing
the unflattering
inside story

of Pinchas’
bankruptcy. Is
this conversation
loshon hora?

T H E

HALACHAH

evi must reveal
the reason for his
questions, even

if doing so might water
down the information

he will receive. Without
meeting that condition, the
customer who is giving the
information is speaking
loshon hora, and Levi has
violated the mitzvah of “Do
not place a stumbling block
before the blind.”

Sefer Chofetz Chaim,
Hilchos Loshon Hora 4:11

Reviewed by Rabbi Moshe Mordechai Lowy. For discussion only; actual halachic
decisions should be made by a rav or halachic expert on a case-by-case basis.

PARTICIPANTS
SPEAK

Can I subscribe to the Shabbos
Menu newsletter? I live in
Chicago and a rebbi who works
with me gets it and showed it
to me.

Rabbi A.
Chicago, Illinois

Ed. Sure, we will sign you
up. You can also easily
sign up for The Shabbos
Machsom L'Fi Program at:
powerofspeech.org/shabbos
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FOR QUESTIONS AND
COMMENTS, EMAIL

Shabbosmenu@cchfglobal.org

Rabi Masya ben Charash says:

“Always be
B (74,

to say shalom to

20/ 0.

person.”
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his living delivering flowers all around Yerushalayim.

Traveling his route by bike each day, from stores to There’s a saying that “Everyone has his price.” It’s a cynical statement

homes to hotels, he became a familiar sight to the local suggesting that people will stick to their principles only until the reward for
people. betraying them becomes tempting enough. On the other hand, what if the

One day the young man visited a local coffee shop reward was being given not to abandon your principles, but to stay true to
frequented by both Arabs and Jews. As he sat at a table them?

engaged in conversation with an Arab acquaintance, Boruch knew a secret — a deep, dark secret. It was about someone well known, someone
the door opened. The Arab who walked in projected people looked up to. The subject of this secret was often quoted. His name often appeared
a threatening presence, with his dark, cold eyes and in conjunction with various charity organizations and yeshivos. Whenever that person’s
leathery face, marred by a deep scar. name came up in conversation, Boruch felt like exploding.

Surveying the room, the Arab set his eyes on the young “If people knew what I know,” Boruch thought, “they’d be running this guy out of
man’s table, strode over, pulled out a chair and sat town.”

down. One evening Boruch was heading out to his son’s yeshivah’s dinner, at which the man
“Are you the one who delivers flowers by bike all over with the secret was among the long list of honorees. Without telling his wife the details
the city?” the Arab asked. of the information or to whom it pertained, Boruch told her about his difficulty keeping

“Yes, that's me,” the young man answered nervously. the secret.

“I know there’s no purpose in telling this to people,” Boruch said. “And it doesn’t even
matter. The guy does a lot of good things. There’s no doubt about that. It’s just that I
know he’s no saint.”

“I want you to know that you shouldn’t be alive now,”
said the Arab. The young man jumped back in his
seat, preparing to run if necessary. But the Arab’s tone
softened as he began telling a story. His wife gave him advice. Every time he felt like spilling the secret, he should imagine

He revealed that he belonged to a terrorist organization their marriageable-age daughter walking down the aisle.

that was dedicated to driving the Jews from “Think of the merit you have by keeping quiet,” she said. “Think of it helping Shani to
Yerushalayim. “Our commanders decided to carry out find the right guy and get married.”
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