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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Relevant Halachos During These Trying Times (58)
End of Our Unique Series. For more than a year (58 issues
which began on Parshas Vayikrah 5780), we have been
discussing many of the halacha questions that have come up
during the period of this terrible virus. Thanks to Hashem
Yisborach, most of our communities, both in Israel and
elsewhere, have been able to ease their restrictions and return
to normal life. We still have to have in mind during our efillos,
that certain places which are still in crisis should soon be able
to join the rest of us, and be safe, healthy and not suffer from
necessary or unnecessary lockdowns.

There are a number of matters that we should keep in mind
at this time, and remember them well. How Klal Yisroel rose
to the occasion in the fulfillment of many mizzvos that became
much harder to fulfill under the rare and unique circumstances.
How Klal Yisroel found ways to continue shiurim and Yeshiva
learning during periods of lockdown. How we returned to our
shuls with the resolve to daven better and behave better as we
stand before Hashem in His place of worship. We must put as
much communal effort as we can into seeing that all of these
improvements should not be short-lived.
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hardship and loss that we as a community suffered. These
tragedies have to bring out a response from each person,
examining himself, recognizing where he can improve in
Torah, avodah and Gemilus Chasadim. We cannot allow
ourselves to just “go back to normal” - there has to be at least
small concrete upgrades, with which a person states, ‘“This is
my response to Hashem’s call. This is my plan of action to
minimize the tzaar of the Shechina and to bring an illui neshama
for those who were niftar.”” We should be going back to a better
normal. May Hashem bring the Goel Tzedek very soon.

New Series. Before starting the previous series, we had been in
middle of discussing many aspects of the greatest mitzvah of all
- Talmud Torah. We finished many sections - but not all of
them. For now it was decided to go to a new series about
Kashrus and the Kitchen. This will B’ezras Hashem include
laws of Basar V’Chalayv - “Meat and milk,” kitchen mix-ups
and mistakes, kashering and immersing food vessels, gentile
food and help (gentile wine, milk items, bread and cooked
items), trusting a gentile, etc. It will not include topics that are
given over to the many efficient Kashrus organizations and
administrators. An effort will b/”’n be made to keep the laws

We also cannot forget the Middas Hadin, as well as the short and practical, yet still provide the logic behind them.
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IS ST TN ST NS BTN RN BMaaw Man nae 1w - The Gemara later on (v aow) discusses a nponn between ynv 4 and
wpH v, if nmnn ya mox v ssn. This is regarding noax »mox. The question is, since the myw to be 71y is a o, if one only ate a
half of a ypvo, is it MON? The 6"319 ) 'On 2" My nrvaw] paskens like v 3 that nmnn yo nox My >sn & if for example, one ate a »xn
3 of ¥y on Noa he's 12w (but doesn't get no, only 1w o). There is a discussion if just like my»w >sn is Mo regarding ooN,
will myow >xn work also to be o»pn a nwy mxn? For example, if one only has a half 7o of nxn should he eat it anyway, or since it is not the
requisite my>w there is no point? The oY Nawn [N PoaN"a NN 'Y holds that Mysw »sn does not help by a nwy mxn.

The 0 nnan [2-75p] brings a proof from (vb) N that myww ssn does not help by a nwy mxn. There, it says that during the 40 years
180 Pwnow was the 577 09, there was such beracha that even if a kohen only received a small piece of the o390 onb that was the size of
a bean [9], he was still satiated from it. After pr1xin ywnw was w9, the beracha was lost & there was only enough to give a bean size of
the o an onb to each kohen. The Gemara says that the pywx didn't fight for a piece (Y™ yowm) since it was less than a mwa. Says the
Twn g, if Myww »§n helps to be o a msn of noax then the Py should've taken a bean size piece even though it's less than a !

The apy npon ' 'o N discusses a case where a boy became mixn ~1a on the second night of nos, but has only one 1 of nxn.
Should he eat it on the first night which is & no9 but only a a7 2vn for him, or the second night, which is a7 nos, but he is a xavn 12
N INT? He brings the ©"w9ihm who says the nimbnn in our Gemara about blood that spills in middle of the nay, where 0 ™ says to start
over & v N" say to bring more o7 & continue where you left off, hinges on this mionn if we say a myw >xn has a mbn when it comes to a
vy ornot. X & v hold that half of the nmay of on numa were Sn so they need not be redone. The Tanna Kama holds nay »snis nothing.
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R’ Asher Zelig Rubinstein z¢£”’l (R”’Y Toras Simcha) would say:

“np NP’ - Korach failed because he was a taker. A person has to be a giver, but Korach took instead. As a Levi,
Korach was supported by the rest of the nation. Perhaps this is why he became a taker, but with the right perspective, he
would have realized that he was giving the zechus to others to support avodas Hashem. A person can give by taking and
take when giving. It all depends on how he looks at things. If one is only able to see things from one perspective, then his ‘T’
will mislead him and he will be led down the path of Korach. If, however, he can appreciate other points of view, then he

can become a great leader like Shmuel, Moshe, and Aharon who saw with both ‘eyes.’” Special Mazel Tovio Mr& Mrs
. N N .. . . ' endyKofman & Rabbi & Mrs
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The Medrash Tanchuma states: “Moshe sent to summon Dasan and Aviram, but they said, ‘We will not come up.” ‘We
will not go’ or “‘We will not come’ is not written here, but ‘We will not come up.’ As it says, ‘A fool’s mouth is his ruin!’ (Prov.
18:17:) They opened their mouth for a calamity, by saying that they would die by going down and not coming up. Just as they
spoke, so did they die. Moshe said, ‘Inasmuch as they did not want to come [to me], I shall go to them. Perhaps they will be
ashamed and repent.” When they saw him they began to curse and blaspheme, as stated, ‘and Dasan and Aviram came out
standing.” Does one go out sitting, or lying prostrate? It is simply to teach us that they went out cursing and blaspheming.”

There was once a couple that was experiencing shalom bayis problems. Counseling and therapy sessions did not help
and it was decided that a divorce was necessary. Inquiries were made and a date and time was set for the husband and wife
to appear in Beis Din, however, the woman refused to attend. She was bitter. She felt she was terribly wronged in the
process and insisted that she would not accept a get under any conditions.

The husband arranged for the ger to be written in the Beis Din of R’ Moshe Feinstein z¢£”’, on the lower east side of
Manbhattan, and afterward, R’ Moshe appointed one of his talmidim to serve as a shaliach, a messenger, to deliver the get
to the woman in the presence of two witness who were to accompany him.

The group set off for the woman’s apartment, located in one of the more seedier sections of Manhattan, but when they
arrived, she refused to let them in and absolutely refused to accept the ger. She yelled and screamed at them, but would not
let them in. They had no choice but to come back to R” Moshe and report that their mission was unsuccessful.

R’ Moshe was undaunted. In a flash, he grabbed his hat and coat and headed out the door, telling the messenger and
witnesses to follow him. Together, they traveled back to the woman’s apartment, navigated through some unwelcome
aspects of the city, and traipsed up four flights of stairs as the building elevator was not in service. R> Moshe was not a
young man and this trip was a bit arduous for him, but he never complained even once the entire time.

They knocked at the apartment door and a man opened it. It was her father. He saw the group of rabbis standing there in
rabbinic garb and immediately let loose a barrage of insults, profanity and vitriolic words, in essence telling them to get
out of here and his daughter was not going to listen to them. R’ Moshe just stood there and waited for the man to finish.
When he finally did, the Gadol Hador gently explained that if he would allow them a few short minutes, they would be
gone right away. It took some more convincing but eventually, the man allowed the group into the apartment.

The woman emerged from a side room and recognized R’ Moshe. She listened to him calmly explain how tragic it
would be for so many people involved if this situation would continue to linger, and how important it is for her to accept
the get and move on in life. His words struck a chord, and it wasn’t long before she willingly accepted the get.

R’ Moshe led the group of men outside and they began to walk back to his home. One of the men could not contain his
curiosity and asked, “Rebbi, please forgive me for asking, but why did the Rav have to come in person? He is a widely
respected Rosh Yeshivah and the head of the Beis Din. He could have sent numerous people, an unlimited amount of
messengers until the job was done; yet he went himself and was made to suffer the indignity of insults, the strain of
traveling and the effort of climbing so many flights of stairs. It is surely beneath his kavod to do these things.”

R’ Moshe stopped walking and looked at the man. “I don’t understand your issue. Do you think that in these types of
situations, I need to be concerned with my own kavod? What about kavod shamayim? What about the honor of Hashem
Yisborach? If she were to not accept the getr and later got married again, can you imagine the disrespect to kavod

shamayim that would bring? Is there a greater level of indignity and insult than that?”
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In stark contrast to his ancestor’s rebellious actions in

contesting the leadership of Moshe Rabbeinu, Shmuel
HaNavi devoted his life to correcting Korach’s malfeasance
by always making sure to present the proper Torah
perspective in everything. Interestingly, while giving his final
farewell speech, Shmuel warned Klal Yisroel that if they
were to disregard the word of Hashem, “the hand of Hashem
will be against you and against your fathers.”

R’ Eliyahu Steinberg shlit’a (Vayochach Omesh) quotes
Chazal (Yevamos 63b) that this punishment of the hand of
Hashem would bring about the desecration of Klal Yisroel’s
father’s graves. He explains that the Radak understands the
word "D>nax1”’ — “fathers” to be a a figurative reference to
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the king as we have seen with regard to Yosef HaTzadik’s
assertion of his relationship with Pharoah, King of Egypt
(Bereishis 45:8). Says R’ Eliyahu, what’s fascinating is that
the numerical value of the words "D3nax2) 052" (plus two to
account for the words themselves) is 545 — the exact
gematria of the words "om1apn YY", Remarkable as this

may be, why should the previous generations have to pay [

posthumously for later generations wrongdoings?

R’ Chaim Dov Rabinovitz z£”’l (Daas Sofrim) explains
that part of the blame for Klal Yisroel’s sins is placed on the
ancestors of previous doros for having not properly prepared
foundations for the next doros. As such, it is the m»InX of the
present generation to set the course for generations to come.
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At first glance, the word "op" (“he got up”’) seems superfluous here in the posuk - of course, if Moshe Rabbeinu was

"C, sitting down, then he obviously got up. It would have sufficed just to say "nen 75" - and Moshe “went to them.”

My machshava here is twofold. Sometimes when diverse opinions collide, machlokes r”l ensues, with each side

g believing that they are 100% correct and the other side is totally in the wrong. Each side is waiting for the other to

acquiesce. The Torah says that while you may be right, take note and remember that "nwn op»" - Moshe was the one who

M initiated the conciliatory process. Moshe Rabbeinu, the paradigm of humility and anava was showing the Jewish people

how to deal with our differences. Furthermore, we find in Parshas Chayei Sarah, the Torah uses the words, "nTvn op»".

© | The word "D’ connotes an aliya, an elevation of sorts. The Torah is teaching us that if you promote shalom - peace, by
¥4 ] being the one to give in, by being the mevater, then "> mm nmpn" - you will experience an elevation. You will rise to a

new, exalted level. You will be like Moshe Rabbeinu. As the expression goes: “You can be right or you can be happy!”

—
5

"C, That is perhaps why the Torah chose this particular word - "0p»" - to impart this lesson to us.

The letters of the name Korach also spell "nvp" - cold ice. Korach set up a cold front between himself and Moshe

X %| Rabbeinu. To thaw this icy feeling that machlokes breeds, Moshe tried to initiate warm feelings through warm words.

As we usher in the month of Tammuz in which the sad days of Bein Hameitzarim commence, it would behoove all of us

"\ %] to learn from the example that Moshe Rabbeinu set forth for us, teaching us how to make shalom, end our sinas chinam,
o | and pave the way for us to be zoche to the haaros panim of Hashem through the binyan Bais HaMikdash b’karov, Amen!
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2om: There is a legend that is told about the great Chacham

,“ and chief rabbi of Constantinople, Turkey, Rav Shlomo

Eliezer Elifandry z¢#”’l. Throughout his tenure in Turkey

Y| and before he moved to Syria, he was at the forefront of the

battle against the Maskilim, who used their influence to

"C, destroy the religious values of the Turkish communities. Rav

Shlomo Eliezer took them head on and would not budge an

| inch, in preserving the tenets of Torah-true Judaism.

The Chacham was once invited to the Bar Mizvah of the

"C, son of a wealthy individual, who also invited some of the
¥%.| more prominent Maskilim of the city. During the lavish

meal, a scientific conversation broke out among the

w‘;‘? assembled, and a few of the “enlightened” members were

pontificating on the topic of earthquakes and the scientific

much talk of fault lines and underground plates, was bandied
about. The Maskilim enjoyed the attention, proving their
superior knowledge to the rabbis of the old guard.

Suddenly, Rav Shlomo Eliezer stood up and declared,
“You think you understand why earthquakes occur? You
think you are safe from earthquakes? Believe me, if Hashem
wanted to split open the earth and swallow up all you wicked
people, He does not need your reasoning to make it happen!”

Just as the Chacham uttered these words, a terrible hue
arose from somewhere in the city as an earthquake took
place and caused a great deal of damage. The people were
shaken up by the power of the Chacham and even the
Maskilim were terrified of him after that story took place.
Yems: Hashem created a new creation specifically to swallow
up Korach and his cohorts. These wicked people knew quite
well that they were starting up with the Almighty, but their
arrogance led them down the path to their own destruction.

"C, reasons why they occur. Each person presented his data and
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What a shame it is, what happened to Korach! Korach had it all. He was from an illustrious family, he was a great Torah

5| scholar, he was wealthy, dynamic and looked up to. But it wasn’t enough: he turned his gains into pains! The wicked Haman
#2 | was no different. He, too, had it all. He was rich, powerful and respected by the King. He had the entire world bowing down to
¢ | him - everyone, that is, except for one Jew named Mordechai. What did Haman say? "9 mw WX m 99" - “Everything I have is
wm| worthless,” if I don’t have the ONE thing that I want. Haman did not see that everyone else was bowing down to him; all he

saw was that Mordechai was NOT! Very often this kind of behavior stems from "mp” (jealousy), "mxn” (lust) and "mad"

] (honor). These three negative traits are so terrible that they can cause a person to not only go out of his mind, but even go out of|

his world! In other words, the person does not even see all the good things in his life and in the world around him.
Perhaps, though, the underlying root of all three issues is really one, and we can suggest a simple and practical solution
for all three. There is a well-known segula of saying Perek Shira. It is a beautiful fefilla that quotes posukim, from all over

rt, Tanach, which are proclaimed by the animals, the birds, fish and the entire creation including the sky, earth, and everything

in it. Each creation sings a song of praise to Hashem with it’s own unique verse. Why is this so effective? What is it all

"' *] about? R’ Gamliel Rabinowitz shlit’a explains that the main point of Perek Shira is about APPRECIATION. It is to think
,‘“‘"ﬁ .| to oneself, “The mountains and oceans are praising Hashem - what about me? What is MY special shira, MY unique
S| gratitude to Hashem for all that He has given me?” The segula is not in Perek Shira; the segula is in the heightened
Y& awareness of hakaras hatov, gratitude and appreciation to Hashem for what we have - not focusing on the things that we

don’t! The greatest way to truly be “in this world” is by working on appreciating everything Hashem has given us.




