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Selected emails from our listeners

Answers to the Questions

Shalom aleichem and a kesiva vichasima letova

For the answer to the first riddle, I think it is because by bedika, you already
started the action by collecting a bit of chamtetz, but by shofar, since we
don't know which combination of sounds to blow, and that's why we blow all
the combinations, it could be you were not yotzei yet when you hear some,
so you can't talk until you hear all and are sure that you are yotzei.

Yoni Tabibov

1) In chutz l'aretz, we keep two days of Yom-Tov, because there is a safek
which day is really Yom-Tov. Therefore, the halacha is to make a
shehechiyanu on both nights of Yom-Tov, since we treat each day as if it is
the real Yom-Tov.

2) There is a machlokes Rishonim how to regard the Yom-Tov of Rosh
Hashana. Perhaps it is like every other Yom-Tov, and they’re considered two
separate days of Yom Tov. On the other hand, maybe they are a single unit,
and are considered like one long day of Yom-Tov. The nafka mina is whether
you have to say the beracha of shehechiyanu on the second day of Rosh
Hashana. If it's considered one day, you wouldn’t say shehechiyanu again.
However, if it's considered two separate days, then you would say
shehechiyanu again.

3) The Shulchan Aruch paskens that should either wear a new suit or place a
new fruit on the table during kiddush on the second night of Rosh Hashana,
in order to say shehechiyanu. This way, even if Rosh Hashana is really one
long day, and there is no chiyuv to say shehechiyanu again on the second



night, it still won’t be a beracha I'vatala, because the shehechiyanu would be
going on the suit or the fruit.

4) Rav Shlomo Zalman asks a strong question on this halachah. Imagine if
someone would do this on a regular Friday night. He would wear a new suit
or put a new fruit on his table. Then, after he says kiddush, and makes the
borei pri hagafen and the beracha of mekadesh hashabbos, he would say
shehechiyanu on his new suit, before drinking from the wine. Certainly, this
would be a hefsek between kiddush and the drinking. Additionally, it would
be a hefsek between the borei pri hagafen and the drinking, and it would be
considered as if he drank without making a beracha!

5) If so, asks Rav Shlomo Zalman, what have the chachomim accomplished
for us on Rosh Hashana? If the two days of Rosh Hashana are considered
one day, and the shehechiyanu is only going on the news suit, then it is a
hefsek for the kiddush?

6) To answer this question, he quotes another, related question. The Magen
Avraham discusses a case where someone made kiddush on water, thinking
it was white wine. He paskens that the kiddush was not valid and must be
repeated. However, if he planned on drinking more wine during the meal, he
does not have to repeat the beracha of borei pri hagafen, because the
beracha is not just for the wine of kiddush, but for all the wine he plans on
drinking.

7) Here, too, there seems to be an issue with hefsek. As Rav Akiva Eiger
points out, if the beracha of mekadesh hashabos was not valid, then it was a
hefsek between the hagafen and the drinking. Making an invalid kiddush
should be no better than talking after making a beracha, and we should
require a new borei pri hagafen?

8) From both of these cases, Rav Shlomo Zalman infers a great chiddush.
Let’'s analyze the entire idea of a hefsek. Why does talking after a beracha
ruin it? This is because the person had hesech had’aas, and his mind



wandered to other topics. If his mind moved on to other things after making
a beracha, then the beracha does not connect to the eating afterwards.

Rav Shlomo Zalman suggests that this is only if the person knew that his
words were unnecessary. For example, if a person spoke about an unrelated
topic after making a beracha. However, if the person thought that he was
obligated to speak after the beracha, such as if he made kiddush after the
borei pri hagafen, then this is not a hefsek. Even if he was wrong, and the
kiddush was not valid, his mind was not on other matters. Since he thought
he was making kiddush, his words were not a hefsek. This is the pshat in the
Magen Avraham. When the person made kiddush on water, he thought he
was being yotzei the mitzva of kiddush. Even though it was not valid, his
mind did not stray from the matter at hand. Therefore, it is not considered
hesech had’aas, and he does not have to repeat the borei pri hagafen.

9) Rav Shlomo Zalman gives another illustration of this yesod. If one makes
the beracha of hamotzi and then he realizes that there is no salt on the
table, he’s allowed to say, “bring me the salt.” This is not considered a
hefsek since he needs the salt for the seuda.

Now, what is the halacha if someone asks for the salt, and then he realizes
that the salt was in front of him, all along. Will we say that this is a hefsek?
According to Rav Shlomo Zalman, the answer is certainly not. It turned out
his words were unnecessary, but he thought he needed the salt. Therefore,
there was no hesech hada’as. The reality of the situation is not important.
Rather, his perception of the reality determines whether his mind was
wandering or not. In this case, he was occupied with the meal, and so it is
not a hefsek.

10) Rav Shlomo Zalman explains that this very same principle answers the
shehechiyanu on Rosh Hashana. Since we're not sure if we should be saying
shehechiyanu the second night, we take a new fruit, as well. Even if there is
not din to make shehechiyanu, and the beracha is only on the fruit, it is not
a hefsek for the kiddush. Since the halacha of kiddush itself requires us to



make a shehechiyanu, in case it is considered two separate days, it is not an
act of hesech hada’as. Even if in reality the beracha is only on the fruit, he is
making the beracha in case the kiddush does require it, and so his mind has
stayed on the kiddush, and it is not a hefsek.

Rabbi Moshe Oelbaum

Shalom Aleichem,
Here is my try at this week's riddles of the week!

1. Why is speaking after beginning bedikat chametz is it not
considered a hefsek, but during the tekiyot it is?

I would say the following:

A. Bedikat Chametz is an ongoing process -- every moment of bedikat
chametz is a mitzvah -- whereas tekiyat shofar is a single maaseh
mitzvah with a set number of 30 kolot. By shofar, one must hear every
shofar blast (however many it may be) - if one only hears fewer than
that number, they have not fulfilled the mitzvah. By bedikat
chametz, however, there is no set humber of pieces of chametz one
must pick up. The point of the bedikah is to make sure the house is cleared
of chametz, but even if one knows there is no chametz in the house at that
time, one still does the bedikah with a berakhah (on a de-rabbanan level,
unlike tekiyat shofar which is de-oraita). This suggests that the bedikah and
the act of collecting a certain amount of chametz on some level are detached
from one another. The bedikah, then, is really a moment of checking,
without a defined period - if one does more, tavo aleihem berakhah -
but it's a special mitzvah and the mitzvah is just to do some act of
checking. For this reason, once the berakha is chal on an act of checking,
that is sufficient and one may, if necessary, talk - but ideally one does not
and they continue with the mitzvah act. (Unlike the Rosh, the Taz as



explained by the Har Tzvi, believes that until the end of the bedikah of the
whole entire house, one has not fulfilled the mitzvah may disagree with this
position. However, the Taz does not hold one must start over and make the
berakha again in such a case)

B. There is another question, not asked in the Riddle, about why we can't
talk between the tekiyot de-meyushav and me-umad. Rav Levi ben Chaviv
makes an argument that since chazal made a takanah to hear shofar twice,
this suggests that it's like two mitzvot, and just like we are not mafsik
between tefillin shel rosh and shel yad, we would not be mafsik between
these two sets of tekiyot either.

2. Why isn't Shehechiyanu on a Pri Chadash during Kiddush
considered a hefsek? There are a number of answers one could offer:

A. Shut Pri HaSadeh notes that since there is a safek whether one needs
to do say Shehechiyanu or not on second day RH, the Shehechiyanu here is
not a hefsek, and he proves this from (OH 167:6) where if one makes a
beracha, then tells someone the animals need to be fed, and then they eat,
that speech act was not considered a hefsek. In this case, since the person
thought they hadn't fed the animals (i.e there was a safek, even if he
was mistaken in his assumption), it wouldn't be a hefsek to tell
someone to feed them. Pri HaSadeh compares this to our case - since
there is a safek if Shehechiyanu needs to be said at at all, saying
Shehechiyanu is not a hefsek.

B. R Chaim Palagi notes that, in any event, a shehechiyanu is warranted on
the second night of Rosh Hashanah. Related to this, Shut Pri
HaSadeh above notes that even if there wasn't a fruit, one would still
say Shehechiyanu (on the day), so the whole inyan of the pri, really, is
just to satisfy those who are mesupak.

C. R Shlomo Zalman Auerbach (Minchat Shlomo 1:20) explains
that hefsekim in berakhot are only when there is hesech ha-daat.



Regarding the Shehechiyanu on second night of RH, the kavanah of the
berakha of Shehechiyanu is really on kedushat hayom and not on the
pri (if it was on the pri, it would indeed be a hefsek -- he notes one should
ALSO have intention on the pri just to avoid a possible berakha le-vatala).
He notes that even if Eliyahu HaNavi would come and say it was one long
day and therefore no shehechiyanu was needed, it would still not be
considered a hefsek as the person's intention at the time - however
mistaken - was kedushat hayom and therefore not a hesech ha-aat.

Loren Berman

Hi,
Some answers to the riddle of the week:

1) To the extent there is a material difference between shofar and bedikas
chametz (in both cases the shulchan aruch says not to talk during the entire
performance, but if one does he is yotzei b'dieved and a new bracha is not
required), the Nodeh B'Yehuda (Orach Chaim 41) explains that a
difference is that in the case of bedikas chametz (at least according to the
Rosh) one is fully yotzei as soon as he inspects the first spot in his house,
while in the case of shofar he hasn't fully completed the mitzva until he's
heard the full shiur of kolos.
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2) The Avnei Neizer asks this question, and answers that only a
"reshus gamur" (but not a safek or minhag) is a hefsek.
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Another answer, given in an extensive teshuva by R' Shlomo Zalman
Auerbach (Minchas Shlomo, Chelek 1, Siman 20). is essentially that since
the person making the bracha thinks it's required, we don't care whether it's
actually required or not (in other words, we don't look past his intentions to
the fact that it's a safek and may not be required) and it isn't considered a
hefsek.
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In a similar vein, R' Ephraim Greenblat answers in the Rivevos Ephraim
(Orach Chaim, Siman144, Part 11) that the reason that we concerned about
hefsek--namely, that a person will lose focus--doesn't apply if he is inserting

something in m'safek.
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Best,

David Birnbaum

1. T think that the difference is quantity - there is no shiur for bedikat
chametz so after finding 1 piece you are yotzeh.

However we know the gemarah calculates how we get to 100 shofer blasts
from the initial 30 - whether the primary are the 30 sitting, or the 30
standing, and the question of whether a teruah is 9 blasts, a 3 note



shevarim, or a shevarim teruah. Once the rabbanim were metaken 100
blasts then we have to be quiet for all 100 shofer blasts and thats why
people are careful.

Riddle 2 - With Rosh Hashana yom arichta question - both kiddush is for the
kedushat hayom and shehechaynu are said for the Kkiddushat
hayom. Because of the safek of Yom Arichta we have either a new fruit
available or a new suit - but the shehechayanu is said for the day. In fact if
a shayla is asked if someone forgot to buy a new fruit or have a new suit
available halachically the person still says the shehechayanu in kiddush -
again because both kiddush and shehechayanu are on kiddushat hayom
there is no hefsek.

Edward Stroh

1. Speaking during tekias shofar: The chalos of the bracha goes on all 100 of
the tekios during davening.

2. Shechecheyanu on pri chadash during kiddush:

a. There is no hesek das because the reason for the bracha is to resolve a
doubt about the kiddush itself. The bracha is made |I'tzorech the kiddush.

b. Speaking between the bracha and the action is only a hefsek when the
speaking is a “rishus.” In noheg to make shechecheyanu, it is not a rishus.

c. Rosh Hashana is in reality two days. The Shulchan Aruch says to make the
bracha even if you don’t have a new pri or begged.

These terutzim are brought down in the relevant simanim in the Dirshu
Mishna Berurah.

Matt Kaliff
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1. The taz explains that the primary tekeos are really the latter sets, as the
earlier ones are only "learev hasatan". Therefore it's not even considered a
"haschala".

2. R' Shlomo Zalman Aurbach explains that since the shehacheyonu is being
made "le'tzroch" the Kiddush, it is no different then any hefsek done
"le'tzroch ha'brocha" in which the halacha is that it's not considered a
hefsek. Although on the tzat that it's "yom arichta" it will come out that
truthfully the shehacheyonu was on the fruit and completely irrelevant to the
kiddush, still in all since after all said and done the only reason we're making
the shehacheyonu in the first place is to be me'kayim takanas chazal on how
to remove ourselves from a sefak bracha, this is therefore considered a
"tzroch ha'brocha" , which is not dependent on what is actually a "tzroch" in
the real world, rather on if the doers intentions were "le'tzroch ha'brocha".



Comments on the Shiur
Gutt voch

My only heara on the esrog episode is that I understand the hechsher is on
the pardes, but they sell the esrogim in categories such as kasher Ibracha,
mehudar, mehudar aleph or mehadrin min hamehadrin if the hechsher isn't
also responsible for that, who is categorizing the esrogim into level of
hiddur?

ksiva vachasima tova
kol tuv

Rafi Goldmeier

Dear Dovid,

I only recently started listening to the podcast. Already it greatly enhanced
some long drives I made this summer with my wife and children. Moreover,
this episode spurred me to research the answers to the riddles. Therefore
you get zechus for increasing my time in learning!

Gemar chasima toval!

Matt Kaliff



Shiur Suggestion
Hi,

A topic suggestion: whether women can and/or should serve alongside men
on shul, school and other organizational boards of directors. Currently, many
boards of frum organizations that serve both men and women
(and, sometimes, only women, as in the case of girls' schools) are composed
entirely of men, a practice that flies in the face ofthe latest
research and lawmaking around corporate board gender diversity but may
have a halachic basis (see, e.g., an article on the topic from Contemporary

Halachic Problems Volume II).

If you do decide to address the topic, I would be curious to hear from 1)
experts in halacha regarding the history of the relevant halachos and their
current applicability to various types of boards; 2) board chairmen or
executive officers of organizations whose board either does not allow
women, does allow women or (perhaps most interestingly) have switched
from one to the other, 3) women who serve on boards, and 4) corporate
governance scholars who can speak to the issue of board gender diversity
generally and the benefits or detriments that may result.

Thanks, and g'mar chasima tova.
Best,

David Birnbaum


https://corpgov.law.harvard.edu/2020/10/11/board-diversity-no-longer-optional/
https://corpgov.law.harvard.edu/2020/10/11/board-diversity-no-longer-optional/
https://corpgov.law.harvard.edu/2020/05/12/states-are-leading-the-charge-to-corporate-boards-diversify/
https://www.sefaria.org/Contemporary_Halakhic_Problems%2C_Vol_II%2C_Part_II%2C_Chapter_XII_Women_on_Synagogue_Boards?lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Contemporary_Halakhic_Problems%2C_Vol_II%2C_Part_II%2C_Chapter_XII_Women_on_Synagogue_Boards?lang=bi
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