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E 
ven though the 

speakers are 

permitted to 

report the information for 

constructive purposes, the 

fact that there are two of 

them does not convert their 

story into believable truth. 

The validity of testimony 

from two or 

more witnesses 

applies only 

in a beis din 

proceeding. 

You are 

allowed to 

suspect that 

the information 

is true and be 

on guard.

Sefer Chofetz 
Chaim,  

Hilchos Loshon 
Hora 7:3

Reviewed by Rabbi Moshe Mordechai Lowy. For discussion only; actual halachic decisions should 

be made by a rav or halachic expert on a case-by-case basis. 

Witnesses 
Without  
a Court

T H E

DILEMMA

Y
ou’re the new manager at a gift and candy 

store. The two men who create your store’s 

lavish candy platters come to you on your 

first day at work and tell you, “You should know 
that Pinchas (a young man who refills the bins 
of loose candy) grabs handfuls of everything he 

stocks. He’s the old manager’s nephew, a kind of 

messed-up kid, so everyone leaves him alone. But 

we thought you should know.”

May you believe 

the workers? After 

all, there are two 

witnesses reporting 

Pinchas’s wrongdoing, 

which would seem 

to make their report 

valid testimony. Also, 

there is a constructive 

purpose, and as 

long as the men 

are speaking the 

truth, they are not 

considered resha’im. 

sweet

FOR QUESTIONS AND  
COMMENTS, EMAIL

Shabbosmenu@cchfglobal.org

healing
–  Mish le i  16 :24

“Pleasant words  
 are a honeycomb, 

to the bone.”

to the soul and 
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For one full year in the teivah, Noach 
worked non-stop taking care of the 

animals Hashem created.

To create a new world, non-
stop chessed was the necessary 

ingredient. And if that was Hashem’s 
command to sustain the animal 

world, how much more so should we 
learn from this to exert ourselves to 

help and care for the crowning jewel 
of Hashem’s world—your fellow Jew.

The information is l’to’eles and there are two witnesses giving you the 
same report. They’re not doing an aveirah – they’re just trying to warn 
you. May you believe them?
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How do you know what something is? 
You know it by what you call it. If you tell someone, “That flower is 
poisonous,” they’ll steer clear. If you tell someone, “That flower smells 
like heaven,” they’ll come close. We’re still doing the job G-d gave to 
Adam, defining reality by naming everything in it.
When Moshe started his job, the first coworker to befriend him was Dovi. He was 
warm and talkative, just what Moshe needed to ease his way into a new situation.
A few months later, Moshe attended a marketing meeting. His coworker Aaron 
suggested an online campaign for a new product. Moshe suggested Dovi to head 
the project.
“Who wants to work with him?” Aaron said. “He’s chronically awkward and he 
never stops talking.”
Those few words were like a little capsule 
of red paint that lodged in Moshe’s brain 
and stained his image of Dovi. Instead of 
the nice guy who reached out to Moshe 
when he needed a friend, Dovi became the 
awkward guy who glommed onto Moshe 
in hopes of finding a friend.
It doesn’t take much to change 
someone's image of another person. 
For better or worse, people will see it 
as you call it.

There’s a Word  

for That 

Why Labels Matter

n   
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He had simply offered himself – his time, 

take a little bit of the burden off one fellow 

dropped her off 

this man’s selfless act?

are the benefits?

yetzer  never quits! How can I ever 
conquer 

“Just tell him you’re not really giving it up. You’re just 
holding off for now.”
The answer comes from  who would set out for the 

with the yetzer hora tagging along, saying, “You’ve got a million 
things to take care of! Who’s got time to sit and learn?”
“Oh, you think I’m going to learn?” the king would reply. “I’m really going 

yetzer hora, thinking he had won, would go away long enough for Dovid 
Hamelech to direct his feet to the 
In His kindness, Hashem allows this ruse to work whenever we’re faced with a 

yetzer hora that falls for the trick, it’s we who 
fall for it, because we’re falling in the direction in which we really want to go.
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Our Mission
at the Chofetz Chaim Heritage 

Foundation is to inspire Jews around 
the world to grasp the life-enhancing 

gift of shmiras haloshon, ahavas 

Yisrael, and shalom, and to provide 
easy access to a wide array of options 

designed to spark personal growth.
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worked his entire life on refining himself could 

n   

he first volume of the Frankel Rambam

Rav Shabse dedicated an 

utmost accuracy of the “Frankel Rambam.” 

At one juncture, Rav Shabse was told about the 

of Rambam’s 

Finally, the museum 

for an exorbitant price. Rav Shabse 

manuscript was finally in his possession. 

He entered his office with the precious, newly 

Astonishingly, Rav Shabse didn’t flinch. He 
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If you were given ten seconds to offer mean
ingful advice to a 

 what do you think you would say? 

HaGaon HaRav Aharon Leib Shteinman

insults, belittles another is one which must be addressed by 
professionals. Such a situation is defined as abuse, and it must 

201.855.8255, 212.596.8255

Teen 
Line

n   

the watch

day, your boss finds a shortage and blames you for it. May you tell him that it was your 

“unjust.” He is not obligated to suffer any 
financial loss and is even allowed to name the 
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 לע״נ חיים יחיאל מיכל בן
רפאל פייוועל שניאור ז״ל

 נלב״ע ערב שבת קודש
 י׳ אלול תשע״ז

ת.נ.צ.ב.ה.

sage advice

great leaps of faith is entirely 

worthwhile, because when 

we judge others favorably, 

Hashem does the same 

for us in the Heavenly 

Court. Therefore, it always 

pays to err on the side 

of the other person’s 

innocence.

O 
n a visit to the Vizhnitzer 

yeshivah in upstate New York, 

Rav Osher Zelig Greenberger, 

zt”l, the Rosh Yeshivah of 

Yeshivah Shaar Ephraim, received the 

honor of an aliyah at the Monday-morning 

minyan. When Rav Greenberger saw the 

baal korei, he recognized him as a former 

student of his yeshivah. Surprisingly, the 

young man showed no sign of recognizing 

his former rebbi – not even a nod.

Rav Greenberger found the cold reception 

disturbing. The boy had been a very 

successful talmid and Rav Greenberger 

had enjoyed a warm connection to him. 

Why was he giving him the cold shoulder 

now?

Several weeks later, Rav Greenberger 

met the young man again and decided to 

express his concern. The boy was puzzled 

by the story. “Rebbi, I’ve never been to the 
Vizhnitzer yeshivah in my life!” he said. “I 
think the person you saw was my identical 

twin brother. He never met you and would 

not have recognized you.”

The mitzvah of judging others favorably 

calls upon us to search high and low for 

any merit that might explain 

behavior that outwardly 

seems to be dead 

wrong. This story shows 

how difficult that can 
be. It also shows that 
what we might 

consider a 

far-fetched 

excuse can 

very easily 

be the 

truth. The 

Kedushas 

Levi tells 

us that 

making 

these 

Who Would 
Have Thought?

TALK ABOUT IT

Can you think of a time that you judged someone 
wrongly, only to find out that the situation was completely 

innocent? Has that ever happened to you?


