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T H E
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S 
ince he doesn’t 
want to disparage 
Nachum but simply 

wants to help get him on the 
right track, the comment – if 
true – would not be loshon 
hora. However, Menachem 
did not verify his information 
or speak to Nachum before 
giving the negative report – 
which was not in fact true – 
and therefore his words are 
pure loshon hora. 

Sefer Chofetz Chaim,  
Hilchos Loshon Hora 8:1

Reviewed by Rabbi Moshe Mordechai Lowy. For discussion only; actual halachic 
decisions should be made by a rav or halachic expert on a case-by-case basis. 

Speak with 

Caution

T H E

DILEMMA

N 
achum and Menachem are “twin cousins,” 
born the same day to two brothers. Now 
they have gone to Eretz Yisrael together 

to learn in the same yeshivah. Menachem is the 
more serious of the two, and he fears that Nachum 
is starting to look for a little freedom and adventure 
6,000 miles from home. They have different circles 
of friends, and Nachum’s group likes to get out 
and see different parts of the country whenever 
possible. In truth, Nachum isn’t doing anything 
wrong. 

Menachem’s father calls one Erev Shabbos to 
speak to his son.

“So how’s Nachi doing?” he asks.

“Honestly, I think it was a bad idea for him to come 
to Eretz Yisrael,” Menachem replies. “He’s got 
a bad group of friends. They’re always running 
around.”

Did Menachem speak loshon 
hora about his “twin” cousin?

Rabbeinu

FOR QUESTIONS AND  
COMMENTS, EMAIL

Shabbosmenu@cchfglobal.org
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PARTICIPANTS 
SPEAK

–  Se fe r  Shmi ras  Ha loshon ,  

Shaa r  HaZech i rah  ch .17

“We should learn  
 from the ways of Moshe 

to make peace.”

    who went to the tents of  
 Dassan and Aviram in an 
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We love “Impressions”! 
Each edition is well written, 

pertinent (some 
even to our secular 
teachers), and with 

a great lesson.  

Thank you! We 
look forward to 

another great year 
of inspiration.

All the best,

Susan Rich 
Mesorah High School  

Dallas, Texas

Sometimes one relative sincerely despairs of another’s conduct. Can he speak 
up about it without stumbling into loshon hora? 
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S 
ome students need  

 a deft touch, and  

 in one yeshivah  

 high school, 

those students are often 

entrusted to Rabbi W. 

One day before class, 

Rabbi W. noticed that a 

challenging student was 

holding in his hand an item that was 

absolutely forbidden in class: a cell 

phone. He quietly approached the boy 

and asked him to hand over the 

contraband.

“I don’t give anyone my phone!” 

the boy responded brazenly.

“This is not allowed. Please give 

the phone to me,” the rebbi repeated 

calmly, his hand outstretched to 

receive the phone.

“No!” the boy answered. “No one 

touches my phone!”

Rabbi W. had two choices — follow 

this boy further into the drama he 

was creating, or start the class and 

teach Torah. He decided on the latter. 

However, as he gave his shiur, he 

remained close to the boy, keeping his 

hand outstretched. The message in his 

gesture was, “Whenever you’re ready 

to give me the phone, I’m ready to 

receive it.”

The shiur went on for another few 

minutes with the rebbi’s outstretched 

hand still silently beckoning his 

student. At last, without a word, the 

boy placed his phone in the 

rebbi’s hand.

Later, Rabbi W. asked 

his student what motivat-

ed him to hand over the 

phone.

“I gave it to you because 

you showed me respect,” 

the boy explained.

“It’s not that I showed you respect. 

You showed yourself 

respect,” the rebbi 

told his talmid.

We say on Yom 

Kippur to Hashem 

“Yemincha peshutah l’kabeil 

Giving Our Students a Hand

shavim — Your right hand is 

outstretched to receive those who 

return.” When a mechanech reaches out 

his or her hand to a wayward student 

and patiently waits for the student to 

grasp it, that educator is emulating 

Hashem in the most humble 

and loving way.

Maximizing Your Impact

• The rebbi kept his pride completely out of the picture.

• Not only did he handle the situation with patience and insight, but he also 

made his own victory secondary to that of his student. He helped the boy 

recognize his moment of greatness instead of accepting the boy’s accolades 

and feeling self-satisfied.

• This rebbi recognized that chinuch encompasses everything that happens 

between the rebbi and the student. Rather than viewing the misbehavior as 

an obstacle that had to be eliminated before the child could learn, the rebbi 

viewed it as a vehicle of learning and growth.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT: Although there is certainly a time and place for 

“strict justice,” how might this scenario have played out if the rebbi had used 

more conventional methods of dealing with contraband and chutzpah?

“I don’t give  

anyone my  

phone!” the boy  

responded  

 brazenly. 



Rabbi David Ashear retells this mashal: A tree is asked to explain why, 
when hit by an axe, it does not scream, but when a metal pole is hit by 
the same axe, its scream resonates for miles. The tree explains that it is 
wood and the axe is metal. Therefore, when the axe strikes, the tree feels 
no connection and the strike doesn’t hurt much. However, the pole is 
metal, just like the axe. They are brothers, and there is no pain as great as 
being hurt by a brother. 

This expresses a fact everyone can readily recognize: The closer a person 
is to us, the more vulnerable we are to their hurtful words or deeds. That 
makes family members particularly prone to machlokes and loshon hora. 
We think of family members and even close friends as a part of ourselves, 
and when they do not seem to act with our best interests in mind, we 
feel betrayed. A stranger, by contrast, is expected to offer nothing but an 
accepted level of civility. 

This tells us that when 
we find ourselves taking 
offense at something a family 
member has said or done, it’s 
time to stop and assess the 
situation. Are we screaming 
because the person has 
wounded us so grievously, 
or are we screaming because 
this person is so close to us 
that we expect him to be us? 
If we can give our loved ones 
the same margin of error that 
we give people who are only 
peripheral in our lives, we 
can ensure that they remain 
our “loved ones” for life.

Too Close  
for Comfort

n   

THE SHABBOS TABLE 
MACHSOM L'FI 

Visit: powerofspeech.org/shabbos
or in the USA, text: shabbos to 313131

To Join

He had simply offered himself – his time, 

take a little bit of the burden off one fellow 

dropped her off 

this man’s selfless act?

are the benefits?

yetzer  never quits! How can I ever 
conquer 

“Just tell him you’re not really giving it up. You’re just 
holding off for now.”
The answer comes from  who would set out for the 

with the yetzer hora tagging along, saying, “You’ve got a million 
things to take care of! Who’s got time to sit and learn?”
“Oh, you think I’m going to learn?” the king would reply. “I’m really going 

yetzer hora, thinking he had won, would go away long enough for Dovid 
Hamelech to direct his feet to the 
In His kindness, Hashem allows this ruse to work whenever we’re faced with a 

yetzer hora that falls for the trick, it’s we who 
fall for it, because we’re falling in the direction in which we really want to go.
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Our Mission
at the Chofetz Chaim Heritage 

Foundation is to inspire Jews around 
the world to grasp the life-enhancing 

gift of shmiras haloshon, ahavas 

Yisrael, and shalom, and to provide 
easy access to a wide array of options 

designed to spark personal growth.
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sage advice

A 
wealthy man died and left his 
fortune to his children. However, 
the vast majority of the money went 
to his one son, while the daughters 

each received a far smaller share. They and 
their families burned with resentment at the 
injustice. How could their brother just walk 
off with such a huge inheritance, with no 
consideration for his sisters?

The brother saw what was happening. He 
understood his sisters’ disappointment, but 
he reasoned that the decision had not been 
his. This was what his father wanted, and they 
would just have to accustom themselves to 
the reality. So he thought… but that’s not what 
happened. Instead of adjusting, the family 
began to fall apart. 

At that point, the brother knew that he had to 
make a decision. Would he keep the money 
and lose his family, or lose the money and keep 
his family? The answer was clear. No amount 
of money would compensate for a machlokes 
in the family, which would sap all the joy out of 
life and drive away brachah. He hired a lawyer 
and charged him with the task of redividing the 
estate evenly among the siblings.

When the new arrangements were final, this 
man had lost $7 million that was rightfully his 
under his father’s will. Nevertheless, he had 
no regrets, because the warm, close family he 
knew and loved was reunited. Not only was he 
pleased with the results, but apparently Hashem 
was pleased as well, because within that year, 
he made a business deal that earned him $7 
million in unexpected profits. The message from 
Above couldn’t have been clearer.

TALK ABOUT IT

In this story, we see a complicated situation that was 
resolved without actually figuring out who was right. Did 

it matter? Why or why not?

Gaining by 

Losing

Today, this man repeats his story 
to all who will listen: Keeping 
shalom keeps the Shechinah 
in our life, and the Shechinah 

brings brachah.

As heard from Rabbi David Ashear


