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Torah Wellsprings
Toldos

Turn Your Eyes to
Hashem

The Torah tells us (26:19-
22) that Yitzchak's servants
dug wells. When the
Pelishtim came and claimed
ownership over the wells,
Yitzchak's servants moved
to another location. This
happened three times until,
after the third well, there
was peace. No one
challenged them there;
therefore, Yitzchak called
this well mar, because
YIND Wy Wb m M ooy,
"Hashem has given us
respite, and we will prosper
in the land."

We are  therefore
surprised when we read
the next pasuk (26:23), 5
yaw 82 own, Yitzchak went
from there to Be'er Sheva."
He finally found a tranquil
place where there was
water, where peace reigned,
and they could find wealth

and success. Why move
on?

Reb Shimon Shwab zt'l
explains that Yitzchak
always wanted to remember
Hashem. Therefore, he
appreciated the challenges
and hardships, as these
were opportunities for him
to turn to Hashem in prayer
and with bitachon.

When everything was
finally peaceful, and there
were no challenges in his
life, he wanted to move on.

The next pasuk states
that Hashem  blessed
Yitzchak, as it says, vox XM
TN D NP ON LN NI 0
MIYI TR DN PN PRI N
Iy DrIaN, "Hashem
appeared to Yitzhak that
night and said... 'Don't be
afraid because I will be
with you, and I will bless
you, and I will increase
your offspring, in the merit
of Avraham, my servant."
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Reb Shwab explains that
Yitzchak  earned  this
blessing because he sought

new  opportunities  to
connect his heart with
Hashem.

Yitzchak blessed Yaakov
(27:28), .opbox P m "And
Hashem will give you..."

The vz of 1 is extra.
Rashi explains that the v,
"and he will give" implies
that m 9w 3, Hashem
will give to Yaakov again
and again. If the bounty
runs out, Hashem will give
him more.

Why is it necessary for
Hashem to give again and
again?  Why  wouldn't
doesn't Hashem give all at
once an amount sufficient
for all Yaakov's needs?

Tzaddikim explain that
the blessing ym wm
means that Yaakov will
always be lacking; he will
always need more. This is
a blessing, as this will force
him to raise his eyes to
heaven continuously.

Our eyes should also
constantly be turned to
Hashem because without
Hashem we cannot manage.

Helps, Saves, and Protects

During the last sheva
brachos of an old man's
youngest  child (after
marrying off ten or fifteen
children), he announced, "I
married off all my children,
and Hashem didn't help
me."

The family was
concerned to hear him say
that. "Is he getting old and
losing his mind? What does
he mean that Hashem
didn't help him?" They
were thinking of asking
him to stop his speech, but
he immediately explained

himself. "Hashem didn't
help me; Hashem did
everything!"

In last week's parashah,
Eliezer expressed concern
that he might encounter
difficulties finding a spouse
for Yitzchak. Avraham
assured him (24:7), P> 1
Mme> PNOD MY NI L.LDBYT,
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"Hashem the G-d of
heaven...He will send His
malach before you..."
Avraham told Eliezer that
he didn't need to worry. A
malach ~ will go Dbefore
Eliezer and arrange
everything. But when Eliezer
repeated Avraham's words
to Lavan and Besuel,
Eliezer changed the words
slightly. He told them that
Avraham said (24:40), =
TN NS moer.., "Hashem...
will send his malach with
you." The implication is
that Eliezer will do his

share, and Hashem will
help him.
Lavan and Besuel

couldn't understand the
concept of msb, that Hashem
will do everything.
Therefore, when Eliezer
spoke to them, he told
them that Avraham said
Hashem would help him
arrange  the  shidduch.
However, in truth,
Avraham said that Hashem
would go before him and

take care of the entire
shidduch.

We say in Shemonah
Esrei pm ywuy my o, "A
King Who helps, saves,
and protects." What is the
difference between these
three  expressions  of
assistance - v ywm [y,
"helps, saves, and protects'?

We finish the brachah
with omax pp. Why do we
specifically use the
expression 1, protection,
in reference to Avraham?
Why not ywum my?

Reb Avraham zt'l, the
son of the Vilna Gaon zt'l
says that the three words
hint at three levels of
bitachon. The first level is
y, "helps." This is when a
person does hishtadlus and
believes that Hashem will
help him and bring blessing
into what he does. A higher
level of bitachon is yww,
saves. This is when one
doesn't even do hishtadlus,
and he trusts that Hashem
will protect and take care
of him. Finally, the highest
form of bitachon is y». This
is when one does something
that can harm himself, but
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he trusts that Hashem will
save him.

p was  Avraham's
Avinu's level of bitachon.
He went into the fire at Ur
Kasdim, he fought a war
against four mighty kings
and had bitachon that
although he was doing
something dangerous,
Hashem would protect
him. Therefore, the brachah
concludes, ommar pn (not My
DIAN or DTN W) because
Avraham's level was 1,
completely  trusting in
Hashem to help him, even
when his actions seemed to
predict danger.

Kibud Av v'Eim

The Chayei Adam (67)
writes, "Honoring parents
means to honor them in
your  thoughts..  You
should  consider  your
parents to be gedolim, from
the most important people
in the world. This is the
primary  obligation  of
honoring parents."

The Torah tells us that
Yitzchak had that type of

admiration for his father,
Avraham. He held his
father in the highest esteem,
and he therefore tried to
resemble his father in as
many ways as he could.

The Torah (26:18) tells
us, o MIND ON 95 PR 2
DWOIDM PAR OFIAN 3 1IOM WN
T NI DA M NN onwho
IR O NI WK Dmws oy,
"Yitzchak dug anew the
water springs that were
dug in the days of his
father, Avraham (which the
Pelishtim sealed wup after
Avraham's death) and
Yitzchak called the wells
the names that his father
called them."

The Rabbeinu b'Chaya
explains that he didn't
change the names of the
wells. He wanted to call
the wells the names his
father called them. "He did
this to honor his father. If
the Torah tells us about
this, it is apparently
counted as one of Yitzchak's
merits. We should do the
same for our parents.
Yitzchak didn't even want
to change the names that
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his father gave to the wells.
Kal wvachomer we should
follow our parents' good
customs and ways."

As the Chayei Adam
teaches, we should honor
our parents in our hearts.
We should consider them
as the most important
people in the world. And
when we have that
admiration, we will try to
emulate their good ways.

The Rabbeinu b'Chaya
concludes, "Perhaps this is
the reason Yitzchak's name
wasn't changed, unlike the
other avos."

pax  was changed to
omman; Yaakov became Sxw».
However, Yitzchak's name
remained the same.
Yitzchak didn't want to
change the names his father
chose; therefore, he

deserved that his name
remained the same, too.!

Eisav also honored his
father; however, the Yaaras
Dvash (Yaaras Duwash pg.70)
says that he honored him
in action and speech, but
he didn't honor Yitzchak in
his heart.

To prove this, consider
that Eisav brought to
Yitzchak dog meat! As the
Targum  Yonoson  (27:31)
writes, "Hashem prevented
Eisav from finding kosher
game. So, he found a dog,
killed it, made a meal from
it, and brought it to his
father. He said, 'Father, get
up and eat from your son's
game.""

He wouldn't have done
that if he honored his father
in his heart.

1. The Torah tells us that Yaakov Avinu prepared tasty food (27:31)
vax> xan'"...and brought it to his father." The two words 1ax - 8”21
have the same letters, only in the opposite order. This hints that
if you will honor your parents, your children will honor you back.
Your good deeds will be returned to you.
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Furthermore, Rashi
(Bereishis 29:11) tells us that
Eisav sent his son Elifaz to
kill Yaakov! He wouldn't
do that if he cared for his
parents, for how would
they feel if Elifaz actually
carried that out.

And in this week's
parashah (26:35) it states, Pim
P pry oo, that
Eisav's  wives  caused
Yitzchak and Rivkah much
distress  because  they
worshipped avodah zarah to
spite and to anger Yitzchak
and Rivkah. Fisav didn't
stop them. He honored his
father with his deeds and
with his speech, but the
primary aspect of honor
was lacking.

Yet, Eisav was rewarded
for his kibud av v'eim. One
reward was the strength
and power that was passed

over to his grandson,
Amalek.

Reb Yehonoson Eibshitz
zt'l  writes, "Amalek's

power comes from Eisav's
merits because he honored
Yitzchak. As it states (22:28),

wy o8 pry anNn,  'Yitzchak
loved Eisav...' But it was
all o2 73, from Eisav's glib
tongue, because Eisav
didn't honor Yitzchak in
his heart. He didn't do
anything from his heart,
only with his mouth..."

And since his honor
was only in deeds, we can
cancel and revoke Eisav's
merits when we honor our
parents with our deeds,
with our speech, and with
our thoughts, too. This
perfect form of kibud av
v'eim will annul and cancel
Eisav's merits for his
imperfect kibud av.

Additionally, Reb
Yehonoson Eibshitz says
that if we serve Hashem
with all our heart, we can
also annul Eisav's strength.
Since Eisav's good deeds
were only in action, when
we serve Hashem with our
heart, mind, and soul, it
cancels out all of Eisav's
credit.

Reb Yonoson Eibshitz
laments the fact that we
lack heart, and especially
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during tefillah. He writes,
"I talk about this matter all
day and all night, and I
don't stop speaking about
itt A Yid should serve
Hashem with his heart,
with kavanah. He shouldn't
serve Hashem by rote, due
to custom... especially
tefillah, because tefillah is
avodah shebalev, the primary
service of the heart. But
due to our many sins,
people got into the habit of
mumbling their tefillos...
The lips and tongue move
by habit, and his heart is
thinking about business
and other matters. Woe to
him for the day of judgment!
When he is old, there won't
be more than two or three
proper prayers that he said
with kavanah his entire
life... The same is with
kriyas Shema. How many
weeks and years pass, and
we don't say kriyas Shema,
the three parshiyos, with a
whole  heart, without
interspersing other
thoughts?! Woe to us! This
empowers our enemies
because we are in galus
under Eisav's domain, and

their merit comes from
their forefather [Eisav]
whose power was with his
mouth (vo3 7¥). If we serve
Hashem with our hearts,
he loses his strength. But if
we will be like them and
only serve Hashem with
our mouths, Eisav's merit
remains in its place."

The Yaaras Dvash adds
that this is the intention of
the pasuk (27:22), 3py> Sp "pn
wy oM, "The voice is the
voice of Yaakov, and the
hands are the hands of
Eisav." This means, that if
all we have is the app 5p,
the voice of Yaakov, such
as the sound of Torah and
tefillah, but it is without the
heart, then wy v om, Eisav
still has power over us.

When we serve Hashem
with our heart, Eisav's
merit will be canceled, and
Amalek and the goyim
won't have any power over
us.

Also, when we honor
our parents in our hearts,
recognizing their greatness
and desiring to emulate
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their good deeds, that will

annul FEisav's merit of
kibud av v'eim.
The Avos

In addition to honoring
and admiring our parents,
we should recognize the
greatness of the holy avos,
patriarchs and the
matriarchs, and seek to go
in their ways.

As Tana d'Bei Eliyahu
(Rabba 25) says, TInN) TN oW
WYH WP MDD 2 SNWD
YN PR DINAN OMAN wynd,
"Every Yid is obligated to
say, 'When will my deeds
reach the deeds of my
forefathers, Avraham,
Yitzchak, and Yaakov."

Tzaddikim explain that
we will never reach the
levels of the awvos, but
everyone is obligated to
yearn that w», that our
deeds should at least touch
and have a resemblance to
the ways of the avos.

The Ramchal zt'l (Derech
Eitz Chaim) writes that every

day one should ask himself
the following questions:

"Who am I?"

"Why did I come to the
world?"

"What is the King of
kings Hakadosh Baruch
Hu asking of me?"

"What did the avos do
that Hashem loved them so
much?"

"What did Moshe
Rabbeinu do?"
"What did Dovid

HaMelech and all other
tzaddikim before us do?"

Then ask  yourself
whether your deeds are
like theirs?

Ask yourself, "Where
are you, compared to them?
Are you following the path
of tzaddikim, or not?

"These contemplations
are the most powerful
remedy against the yetzer
hara. They are easy to do,
and the results are great.
Think about these matters
for at least an hour a day
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when your mind is free
from all other thoughts.
Keep  thinking  these
thoughts, and you will
succeed in all your ways.
You should spend at least
some time, each time - long
or short - considering these
matters, and you will
succeed in all your ways."

Certainly, when we
read the parashiyos that
discuss the holy avos and
imahos, we should study
their righteous ways and
ask ourselves what we can
do to emulate them.

Joy

The Sfas Emes zt'l says
that Yitzchak's face was
always shining with joy.
He was happy all his life,
and therefore he was called
pny, which means joy.

Yitzchak is also
renowned for his fear of
Hashem, and he is therefore
called pry 7mp. The Sfas
Emes zt'l says that fear isn't
contradictory to joy. "They
actually go  together
because no one is happier

than the person who
doesn't fear anyone other
than Hashem."

Chazal (Brachos 54.) say,
N Dw2 Ay 5y 7% DIN 207
mawn Sy A, "You o are
obligated to bless Hashem
for the bad [just as joyously
as] you bless Hashem for
the good."

Rebbe  Shmelke  of
Nickolsberg ~ and  his
brother, Rebbe Pinchas, the
Hafla'ah, asked the Magid
of Mezritch zt'l, "How does
one bless Hashem for the
bad joyously? How can he
be happy with the bad?"

The Magid instructed
them to ask Rebbe Zusha
of Honipoli zt'l.

Rebbe Zusha was sitting
in the Magid's beis medresh,
and they asked him their
question.

Rebbe Zusha replied, "I
don't understand why the
Magid sent you to me? I
never experienced bad in
my life. I recommend that
you ask someone who
actually has experienced
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bad. Ask him how he
thanks Hashem with joy
even then. But how should
I know? I never experienced
anything bad."

Rebbe Shmelke and the
Hafla'ah  received their
answer. If you don't even
recognize the bad, you will
be able to praise Hashem
with joy. Rebbe Zusha was
extremely poor, and there
were days that he went
hungry. He didn't have an
easy life. But he didn't
notice the difficulties in his
life.

How did Rebbe Zusha
reach that level? How does
one not recognize the bad?

We'll answer that in two
ways. One is with emunah.
When you have emunah
that everything is pure
chesed, you will never
complain.

Or, because he focused
so much on the good, he
hardly saw the bad.

We will explain this
concept with a mashal:

There was a person who
always complained. He
focused on the half-cup
that was empty. Nothing
was good enough for him.

His mentor, wanting to
change his outlook on life,
handed him a cup of water
and threw in a handful of

salt. "Drink  it," he
instructed.
"T can't," the student

replied. "It's bitter."

The mentor brought the
student to a river, threw in
a handful of salt, filled a
cup with water from the
river, and said, "Drink
this," and this time, the
student drank it.

" don't wunderstand,"
the mentor said. "I put the
same amount of salt into
the river as in the cup.
Earlier, you didn't want to
drink the water, but now
you did drink it. What's
the difference?"

The student explained
that a handful of salt is a
lot of salt for a cup of water.
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But a handful of salt in a
river is insignificant."

At that, the mentor
explained that the same is
true with life. A person
who focuses on all the good
in his life will not be
bothered by bitter
experiences as much. The
bitterness will be batel and
almost not recognizable
among all the good.

Chinuch

As we wrote above, the
Ramchal says that everyone
should ask themselves,
every day, "What did the
avos do that Hashem loved
them so much?"

In parashas Vayeira, the
Torah reveals the reason
Hashem loved Avraham.
(18:19) NN MY WK WD Yy D
YD T TIT MR INN P N P
vowm P18, "'l love Avraham
because he commands his
children and his household
to follow the ways of
Hashem to do charity and
justice...

Hashem loves those
who teach others to go in
Hashem's ways. Therefore,
being a melamed is a great
privilege, but it is also a
great responsibility because
the children's future lies in
their hands.

The Baal HaTanya hired
a milamed (a student of the
Magid of Mezritz zt'l) to study
with his son, Rebbe Dov
Ber (the Mittele Rebbe ztl),
when his son was still a
child. The Baal HaTanya
said to the melamed, "Be
aware that you are doing
71 ond, Hashem's service,
and it is mwss »7, matters of
life and death, because
your students' spiritual life
is in your hands, and the
spiritual life is far more
critical than the physical
life. If you do your service
well, you will earn the
children's merits and the
merits of their children and
grandchildren forever. But
WS ymw mnN g %oy, if you
don't teach well, the
children's failure is due to
you.? Everything is in your
hands. Think about this
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before you begin to teach,
and Hashem will help you
establish and mold good
students. Your portion will
be together with the great
tzaddikim."

The Baal HaTanya said
this to a melamed, but it also
applies to parents. They
have to know thateverything
is in their hands. If they
educate their children well,
their children's and
grandchildren's success
will all be accredited to the
parents. But if they are
negligent, they will be held
responsible.

When the Torah writes
np, take, in reference to
people, Rashi explains that
it means to take them with
encouraging words and
inspire them to want to go
with you.

Hashem told Moshe
Rabbeinu (Devarim 27:18) rip
ywronTe, "Take Yehoshua..."
and appoint him to be your

successor after your
demise.

Rashi  explains that
Moshe should take

Yehoshua by telling him,
opn Sow M3 »mnd o PN,
"You are fortunate to be
granted the merit to lead
Hashem's children."

Reb Shlomke Zvehiller
zt'l said that a bas kol says
these words to each
melamed, every day, and
sometimes (when the melamed
needs more chizuk) the bas kol
will say it to him twice a
day: 55w vma »mnd mow PN
opn, "You are fortunate
because you were granted
the privilege to lead
Hashem's children."

2. Reb Yosef Chaim Zonnenfeld zt'l once dismissed a melamed
who wasn't fit for the position. The melamed complained, "What

will T eat?"

Reb Yosef Chaim replied, "Would you rather eat the children?"
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We add that the bas kol
also says these exact words
to parents: »mnb mow PIwN
opn 5w m3,  "You are
fortunate because you were
granted the privilege to
lead Hashem's children."

Rebbe Shlomke
Zvehiller said that a daf
Gemara on Shabbos is
equivalent to five hundred
blatt Gemara on a weekday.
A chapter of Tehillim on
Shabbos is equivalent to
five hundred chapters of
Tehillim on a weekday.

We add that an hour of
singing zemiros with the
family on Shabbos is
equivalent to five hundred
such hours on the weekday.

One of the antidotes
against the yetzer hara is
zemiros, to sing songs to
Hashem. The joy and
inspiration of a nigun
overpowers the lure of
gashmiyos. Singing with the
children on Shabbos is five
hundred  times  more
powerful and influential
than when we sing on a
weekday.

Sing with the family
and show them the joy of
Yiddishkeit. This is one of
the ways we teach our
children to go in Hashem's
ways.

Reb Yonoson Chever
Shlita, son-in-law of the
mashgiach Reb Dov Yafo
zt'l, tells that one Shabbos
morning, he was saying
pesukei d'zimra in a room
near the beis medresh and
he paid attention to two
young children who were
pretending that they were
learning Gemara. These
five- or  six-year-olds
opened large Gemaras and
were singing the Gemara
(although they couldn't yet read
the words).

One child sang, mox o8
sox. The second child
asked, =8 TB8 TO8? And
the other boy replied, more
forcefully this time, 1ox 0N
sox! "Forbidden. Forbidden.
Forbidden."

That week, Reb Yonoson
Chever ate the Shabbos
seudah in the home of his
father-in-law, Reb Dov
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Yafo, and he repeated this
episode; thinking it was a
cute story of two young
children.

Reb Dov Yafo became
very upset. He stood up, 'l
must speak with their
father now."

Startled by this reaction,
his rebbetzin and the family
tried to explain to Reb Yafo
that it was just two children
playing. But Reb Yafo
wasn't calmed.

The rebbetzin said, "But
if you go to them now,
while he is eating his
seudah, he will be startled.
If you feel you must speak
to him, better push it off
for later."

Reb Yafo accepted her
advice.

Later he spoke with the
father, and he explained to
him that a child mustn't
consider Yiddishkeit as miox
Tox MoR,  everything s
forbidden. He needs to
think about Yiddishkeit
more positively. He should
associate Yiddishkeit with
joy and sweetness. If he
has a negative, stifling view
on Yiddishkeit, that could
chalilah result in a "child at
risk."

The father didn't take
Reb Dov Yafo's counsel
seriously. Eventually, both
children went off the derech,
and became irreligious, r'l.

Boundaries

Yaakov was (25:27) 2w
N, sitting in the tents of
Torah, while Eisav was wn

3. Certainly, there are things that are forbidden, and there needs
to be boundaries, and especially in our generation. But to focus

[Pl

solely on the "no's" without emphasizing all the good, can leave
the child with a negative view on Yiddishkeit, chalilah.

Even the boundaries should be viewed as gates to protect a
precious treasure. They should be viewed in a positive light, and

not as stifling prohibitions.
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71, an outdoorsman. The
difference between a tent
and the outdoors is that the
outdoors doesn't have any
walls or boundaries.

This accurately describes
the difference between
Yaakov and Eisav. Yaakov
erects walls and boundaries
to stay inside the realm of
holiness, while Eisav lives
without any limits. In his
mind, everything is
permitted.*

Boundaries are essential,
especially in this generation.
Reb Dov Yafo said that
Yiddishkeit can't be viewed
as ToN MoN mox,  that
everything is forbidden,
and that's true. We need to

generate in our children a
positive view on
Yiddishkeit. How good
and sweet it is, and not
how stifling and limiting it
is. Children should be
taught that boundaries and
limitations are like gates
protecting a great treasure.
Because when the emphasis
is on the treasure we
possess, we will embrace
the constraints and limits
so that we don't lose it.

An important rule of
chinuch is that it should be
without anger. A mashal to
someone who owns the
only supermarket in the
city. He doesn't need to
refrain from shouting at his
customers  because no

4. The Yeitav Leiv said this in his hesped on the Maharam Shik zt'l
that the Maharam Shik followed Yaakov's footsteps, and didn't
breach any boundaries of halachah or tradition.

5. The roshei teivos of Sxw» is: 7mm® nymN 8139 0w v, “There are
600,000 letters in the Torah”. Each member of 587 33 is represented
by a letter of the Torah. The letters of a sefer Torah need to be
separated with white parchment (> spw). The white parchment
hints to the boundaries, limits, and precautions the Jewish nation
accepts on themselves, so they will remain within the realm of

kedushah.
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matter how he treats them,
they will come back to his
store. They have nowhere
else to go.

But when  another
supermarket opens in the
area, he will begin treating
his customers with respect
because he knows that if
the consumers feel slighted,
they will take their business
to the competition.

The nimshal is, in our
generation, children have
options. If parents don't
show them love, and
instead, they experience
their parents' wrath, they
might decide to find solace
elsewhere, outside the
house.

Positive Influences

When a child is in his
mother's womb, he learns
the entire Torah with a
malach.  We,  therefore,
wonder why Yaakov Avinu
wanted to leave  his
mother's womb to go to the

beis medresh of Shem and
Eiver (see Rashi 25:22).

Rebbe Yissachar Dov of
Belz zt'l answers that
Yaakov desired to leave
the womb so as not to be in
the company of Eisav
because one needs to avoid
bad influences and bad
neighbors.

As the Rambam (Deios
6:1) writes, "The way of
man is to be drawn after
the thoughts and deeds of
his friends, and he behaves
like the people of his
country. Therefore, it is
essential to befriend
tzaddikim and to dwell
near chachamim so that you
can learn from their ways.
Distance yourself from
resha'im who go in the
darkness. Don't learn from
their deeds. As Shlomo
HaMelech  (Mishlei  13:20)
says, 1y DO DWROM NN T
y ooy, 'The one who
walks with the wise will
become wise. And the one
who Dbefriends the fools
will be bad."®

6. A doctor asked his patient, "Why do you smoke? It is unhealthy."
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A bachur once told me
that he wanted to leave
yeshiva. "I'm not learning
anyway," he explained, "so
why should I stay in the
yeshiva?"

I told him the following
mashal: Someone was in a
traffic jam. The cars weren't
moving. But it was
sweltering outside, and the
car was air-conditioned.
He won't leave his car
because he doesn't want to
suffer the summer heat,
although he isn't going
anywhere. He'd rather
remain in the car with the
air-conditioning, along
with the music or shiur he
is listening to.

Anyway, the traffic will
let up sooner or later, so it
is best to be in a place that
will bring him to his
destination.

"T don't smoke."

The nimshal is, even if
you aren't succeeding in
yeshiva, the yeshiva is the
best place to be. You are
among Torah scholars,
among people who are
growing in Torah, among
tzaddikim. Even the air of
the beis medresh is holy.
Besides, in the yeshiva, you
will eventually open a sefer
or a Tehillim... But even if
not, just being there is a
mitzvah.

It's a mitzvah to be in
the beis medresh, even if
heisn'tlearning or davening.
Just sitting there is a virtue.
As it states in Shulchan
Aruch (151:1), "Sitting in beis
medresh is a mitzvah, as it
states, 773 2wy MwN."

Also, in Shulchan Aruch
(155:1) it states, "After
[shacharis in beis kneses] go
to the beis medresh [where

"Your x-ray shows that your lungs are black! Surely you smoke!"

"I work next to people who smoke", he replied.

So, we see how much a person is influenced by his surroundings.
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people learn Torah]." The
Mishnah Berurah (6) writes,
"Even if he doesn't
understand what they are
learning, nevertheless,
spending time in beis
medresh is a mitzvah.
Certainly, it is a mitzvah if
he can understand what
they are learning..."

The Rema MiPano
writes, "From all the merits
that Yaakov had - his
Torah, his good deeds, they
were so many - the Torah
doesn't mention [any of
these] other than that he
was, oonxawy, that he would
sit in the beis medresh.
Because sitting in the beis
kneses and the beis
medresh is very great, even
if one just sits there and
doesn't study Torah or

pray."

T2 vy mwr, fortunate
are those who sit in the
beis medresh, even if all
they do is sit there. my, all
the more so, Mo %% are
for those who praise
Hashem there.

Tam

In this week's parashah,
Yaakov Avinu is called an
on wR, as it states (25:27),
LON TR YT RN WY T DM 0TN
ooaN awy on N gy 1w, "The
children grew up, and
Eisav was a hunter, a man
of the field, and Yaakov
was a tam, someone who
sat in the tents."

Rashi  explains that
Eisav was = y1, which
means he knew how to
trick his father. He would
ask, 'Father, how does one
separate maasar from salt
and straw?' His father
thought he was cautious
with the mitzvos."

In contrast, Yaakov
Avinu was a on. Rashi
explains, "He wasn't an
expert in all these ways.
He said what he thought.
Someone who isn't cunning
to trick others is a tam."

It wasn't that Yaakov
wasn't clever, chas v'shalom.
It was that Yaakov didn't
seek to be cunning. He was
oban awr; he wanted Torah.
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Nothing else interested
him.

The meforshim say that
Yaakov was an bon N,
which implies that he was
an wN, in control of his
temimus. When the need
arose, he could be very
clever. As Yaakov Avinu
told Rachel (Rashi 29:12), ox
NI PIN IN DI NI N TINGDTD,
"If Lavan wants to trick
me, I am also his brother
in trickery." But this wasn't
his default lifestyle. He
wanted to live with
simplicity in the tents of
Torah. All he wanted to
know was Torah, and
everything else didn't
appeal to him.

Noach is also called a
tam, as it states (Bereishis
6:9), onn P wR ™, but
when the Torah discusses
the flood, he is called p3
alone (see 7:1 and see Rashi).
As it states, »» .70 58 N3
I M7 305 P8 TPNT TN

We can explain that in
the generation of the
mabul, Noach couldn't be a
tamim anymore. The world

was filled with avodah
zarah, theft, adultery (see
Rashi 6:11), and Noach had
to know what was going
on to protect himself and
his family from bad
influences.

Noach couldn't be a
tamim.

Because one of the
aspects of tamim is to be a
simpleton and not overly
clever. But, when the
generation is corrupt, you
have to be very clever, or
you (or your children) might
be drawn after their ways.

In this generation, there
are simple people, oin,
who only want Torah and
mitzvos. They never saw
the internet before, they
don't know what it is, and
don't want to know. They
weren't brought up with
it, they never experienced
it, and they are proud of
that.

This is a quality and a
form of temimus, but
when you have children,
you can't be naive. You
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must know what's going
on. You can't hide your
head in the sand and think
everything will be fine.
You have to know which
gadgets can connect to the
internet, the dangers, and
how to shield your children
from them.

Olam HaBa

Yaakov and Eisav were
fighting in the womb over
who will inherit this world
and who will inherit the
next world. As it states
(25:22), w3 and  Rashi
explains, m oy m DM
2y o nema o, they
were fighting over the two
worlds, who gets Olam
HaZeh and who gets Olam
HaBa.

They reached a
compromise: Yaakov gets
Olam HaBa and Eisav
Olam HaZeh.

The Toldos Yaakov
Yosef zt'l (Toldos 1) says that
this compromise is alluded
to in their names. 3py’ comes
from the word 32py, heel,
and it means Yaakov's

focus is on the end, on
Olam HaBa. wymeans "to
do," implying immediate
action, without considering
the future consequences. If
something is good right
now, he takes it without
thinking about what he
will lose in the future world
because of his choice.

Wesee Eisav's disinterest
in Olam HaBa when he
willingly sold the bechorah
to Yaakov.

The Yesod HaAvodah
zt'l described what the
division between Yaakov
and Eisav probably looked
like:

Eisav cameinto Yaakov's
tent one Shabbos and saw
Yaakov seated with his
students, enjoying a five-
course meal. Eisav was
indignant, "We have an
agreement! Olam HaZeh is
mine!"

Yaakov explained to
him that Shabbos is o5y py»
Nxa1 1/60% of Olam HaBa,
and therefore, he has a
right to enjoy Shabbos.
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Sunday, Eisav returned
to Yaakov's tent and found
Yaakov and his students
enjoying a meal once again.
"What happened today? Is
it Shabbos again?"

"Today is rosh chodesh
when everyone receives a
7 M, a spirit from Olam
HaBa. So it's also like Olam
HaBa..."

Thursday, Eisav
returned to Yaakov's tent,
and he saw Yaakov and his
students eating a wonderful
meal. "What's today? "

"Today, we are
celebrating a siyum for
masechta Bava Kama. If you
want, join us tomorrow
when we Dbegin Bava
Metzia. When we finish,

there will be another
siyum."
The following day,

Eisav came to Yaakov's
tent and tried to learn Bava
Metzia. They were
discussing mow3 MMy o,
and he quickly realizedod
what he would have to put
up with in the beis medresh,

and he picked himself up
and ran away.

Eisav ran to his uncle
Yishmael and said, "What
should I do with my
brother, Yaakov? We made
a deal that I get Olam
HaZeh, and he gets Olam
HaBa, but I see that he's
taking both worlds."

Yishmael said, "Tell
Yaakov that as you know
you won't be getting Olam
HaBa you aren't even able
to enjoy Olam HaZeh. So,
you aren't getting your fair
portion."

Eisav followed
Yishmael's counsel, and he
told Yaakov that he is not
getting  either = world
because he is always upset,
knowing that he won't
receive Olam HaBa.

Yaakov replied, "Don't
worry. After you die, you
too will get Olam HaBa."

Eisav was very happy
with this answer. He can
enjoy Olam HaZeh and
earn Olam HaBa too.
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When Eisav died, the
malachim wanted to bring
him to Gehinom. "No! No!"
Eisav shouted. "I made a
deal with Yaakov. I get
Olam HaBa too."

The malachim told him,
"He only said that you will
get Olam HaBa so you
could enjoy Olam HaZeh.
Now that you've fully
enjoyed Olam HaZeh, your
place is in Gehinom." And
they took him to Gehinom.

This story reminds us
that Yaakov gets both
worlds. His primary focus
is Olam HaBa, but he gets
Olam HaZeh, too.

Eisav received Olam
HaZeh, but that isn't much
at all. As it states in Pirkei
Avos (4), "One moment of
pleasure in Olam HaBa is
better than the entire Olam
HaZeh."

Even in Olam HaZeh,
Yaakov has a much better
portion. As it states (ibid.)
"Teshuvah and good deeds
in this world are better

than the entire Olam
HaBa..."
Additionally,  Yaakov

lived with emunah, and
with emunah life is always
good. For these reasons,
Yaakov has a better life,
even in this world.

It states (at the beginning
of the parashah), NN 7 DN
pny. Reb Aharon Yosef
Luria zt'l (Avodas Pnim)
explains that Avraham
represents emunah and
Yitzchak means joy. The
pasuk is saying, DTN,
emunah, pry’ N8 M1, leads to

JOy-

So, Yaakov received the
best portion in Olam
HaZeh and Olam HaBa.
Ashreinu mah tov chelkeinu!”

7. If a person does sin, there is always the option of teshuvah,

which rectifies everything.

It states (25:17), Sxynwr »noww 798y, “These are the years of Yishmael's
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Chinuch for Torah

Pirkei Avos (2:8) teaches,
UanpIMRS 7N U B = BT U B
"Fortunate is his mother."
The Ra'v Bartenura
explains, "Some explain
that his mother made him
wise. Because [when she
was pregnant with this
child] she went to the batei
midrashim of her city and
asked the chachamim to

the beis medresh, so his
ears will hear nothing other
than divrei Torah."

As the Yerushalmi
(Yevamos 1:6) tells us, "When
Reb Yehoshua ben

Chananya was young, his
mother carried him in his
crib to the beis medresh so
he could hear the divrei
Torah."®

Reb Noson Gestetner

daven for the child in her
womb that he become a
talmid chacham. And from
the day her son, Reb
Yehoshua was born, she
didn't take his crib out of

zt'l writes (0my 13 vol.1 310)
that when his mother was
in labor with him, his
father, Reb Amram zt'l,
told the midwife that when
the child is born, she

life.” Similar words are written about Sarah, 79w »r »w, and Rashi
writes there 72w5% pw 121, that all her years were good. How can we
say that about Yishmael's life, when we know that he had many
sinful years?

The Baalei HaTosfos answer that Yishmael did teshuvah towards
the end of his life. Teshuvah turns sins into mitzvos. Thus, it could
be said about Yishmael that his entire life was good.

8. The Gemara (Pesachim 96: and Yevamos 79:) tells that Reb Yehoshua
said, "I heard [a certain halachah, which he repeated to them] but
I don't know what it means." Reb Chaim Kanievsky Shlita (Derech
Sichah Vayeilach) says that perhaps Reb Yehoshua was referring to a
halacha that he heard as a young child, when his mother brought
him to the beis medresh.
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shouldn't speak for the first
few minutes.

When the child (Reb
Nosson Gestetner) was born,
the midwife was silent,
while Reb Amram was
studying Gemara aloud in
the next room. He did this
because he wanted that the
first sounds his son hears
should be the sound of
Torah study.

The Gemara (Succah 42.)
says, "When a child knows
how to speak, the father
should teach him Torah."
And Shulchan Aruch (Yorah
Deiah 245:5) explains, "When
does one begin teaching
Torah to his son? When he
begins to speak, teach him
to say, mwm mwn wS My M0
3y n>np, and the first pasuk
of Shema. And then teach
him gradually until he
reaches six or seven years
old, and then bring him to
a melamed."

We want the child's first
words that he hears and
that he speaks should be
words of Torah.

We have this devotion
for Torah because our
portion is Torah and Olam
Haba. That is the focus of
our lives.

Try

The Targum Yonoson
(25:27) writes, 92 wy mm
PDI T2 M PEW TR PPN
wHwm Ty o5 93 3pYn..bpn
TOoTP 1 1PN Yan ayT el
"Eisav was a person who
wasted his time. He hunted
birds and animals... and
Yaakov was a person with
perfect deeds; he served in
the beis medresh of Ever,
and sought Torah from
Hashem." This delineates
the difference between
Eisav and Yaakov. Eisav
wasted his time, while
Yaakov invested his time
in Torah study.

But notice a primary
difference between Yaakov
and Eisav.

The Torah (ibid.) writes,
LON TR YT WON WY T DI 0TN
oonN awy on weN apy 11w, "The
children grew wup, and
Eisav knew how to hunt,
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he was an outdoorsman,
and Yaakov was a
wholesome man who sat
inside tents."

For Eisav, the Torah
says % y1, that he knew
how to hunt. But for
Yaakov, the Torah doesn't
say 70y, that he knew
Torah. Instead, it states awv
obnn, that he sat and studied
Torah in the beis medresh.
Reb Shmuel Wosner zt'l
explains that our obligation
is to sit and learn. And
when we do so, we will
succeed.

He said, "When I was

studying in  Yeshivas
Chachmei Lublin, a rav
came to speak to the
yeshiva. He said, 'I met
many great talmidei
chachamim; most of them
weren't outstanding

geniuses. They were of
average intelligence. This
is because the primary
factor to succeed in Torah

isn't a genius mind. Success
in Torah is primarily the
product of hasmadah and
effort.” Yaakov Avinu is
therefore praised for awv»
obny,  for sitting  and
studying in the Dbeis
medresh. We talk about his
hasmadah, not about how
much he knew, and not
how Dbrilliant he was,
because hasmadah is the
primary  criterion  for
success in Torah.

In next week's parashah,
Yaakov Avinu meets three
shepherds sitting near a
well whose opening was
blocked by a large stone.
Yaakov asked them why
they weren't giving water
to the sheep, and they
explained to him that there
was a large stone covering
the well, and they needed
to wait wuntil all the
shepherds  arrived to
remove the stone together.

9. Reb Wosner zt'l said that he also noticed this. It was the
masmidim who became great in Torah, not necessarily those who

had great minds.
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The Imrei Emes zt'l
asked: Yaakov saw the
large stone. Why did he
ask them why they weren't
giving water to the sheep?
Did he not understand that
they couldn't move the
stone themselves?

The Imrei Emes replied:
Yaakov asked them, "Why
don't you try to remove the
stone? I understand that it
looks impossible, but why
don't you at least try?"

Because a person must
try, even when matters
seem impossible. And
when one tries, Hashem
helps him succeed.

Throughout his life,
Yaakov Avinu tried to
accomplish the impossible.

One example began
when he was still in his
mother's womb. When his
mother passed a beis

medresh (25:22), o337 w3
73773, and Rashi writes that
Yaakov Avinu tried to
leave the womb so that he
could go to the beis
medresh. The Divrei Yisrael
zt'l asks, why did Yaakov
try to leave the womb?
Eisav was in front of
Yaakov in the womb (see
Rashi 25:26). He couldn't
leave the womb with Eisav
still there. So why did he
try?

The answer is one must
try to do good, even when
it seems impossible.

As the Zohar (vol.l, 69:)
states, "Whoever desires
and strives to know and to
see [spirituality], although
he is unable to fulfill his
desire, everyone praises
him immensely, because
he is trying.""?

10. The Divrei Yisrael concludes, "[Yaakov Avinu's] descendants
inherited this trait.” He explains that sometimes they are working,
and they can’t leave their job. Nevertheless, they yearn and wish
they can learn Torah. That yearning is very precious to Hashem.
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And
answers their desires and

often, Hashem

grants their wishes.

For example, Yaakov
was born holding onto
Eisav's ankle because he
wanted to be the bechor.
Rebbe Moshe Mordechai of
Lelov zt'l explains that he
was trying to accomplish
the impossible, but it paid
off in the end. Thirteen
years later, Eisav sold the
bechorah for a bowl of red
lentil soup to
Avinu. He wanted the
bechorah, and he received
it because when one tries,
Hashem helps."

Yaakov

Bitachon

A Yid bought a forest
near Brisk to sell the lumber
(for firewood, furniture, and
cooking purposes), earning a
lot of money. Then, he
purchased another section
of the forest and another
section until all forests
around Brisk belonged to
him. He thought he would
become very wealthy, but
a fire broke out in the
woods, and he lost
everything.

The Beis Halevi zt'l
heard this man say, "O
forest, because of you I lost
all my money."

The Beis HalLevi
corrected him, "You didn't

The Tchebiner Rav zt'l was a renowned rav and rosh yeshiva, but
there was a period in his life when he worked for a living. He said
that his growth in Torah took place primarily during those working
years. Since he had less time to learn Torah, he was always
thirsting for Torah. When he managed to learn, he swallowed the
Torah like someone who didn’t drink water for three days. This
brought him tremendous success in Torah.

11. The Rebbe of Kotzk zt'] taught that there's never reason to lose
hope because with Hashem helps, there is no limit what one can

accomplish.
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lose money because you
invested in the forest. You
invested in the forest
because you had to lose
your money. It was decreed
in heaven that you should
lose money, and therefore,
Heaven prompted you to
make this investment so

Rebbe Pinchas Koritzer
answers: They don't regret
their aveiros. Instead, they
regret the poor financial
choices they made in life.
Their conscience taunts
them, "Why weren't you
more careful? Why did you
invest here or there?"

that the loss should occur."?
They are called resha'im

because they don't believe
everything is bashert. Why
are they upset? Those bad
decisions were also pre-
destined by Hashem."

The Gemara (Nedarim 9:)
states, Mo DN Dy,
resha'im are always
regretting. Rebbe Pinchas
Koritzer zt'l asks: If they
regret their bad deeds, why
are they considered
resha'im?

Generally, when one
goes hunting, it takes some

12. Tzaddikim said, when one has a hole in his pocket and loses
money, he didn't lose money because of the hole. The hole was
there because he needed to lose the money.

The Meor Einayim (Va'eschaan) writes, "Every Yid must believe w