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PERFECT GIVE
AND TAKE

t was midnight at the Kosel. Avrumi
was deep in prayer, oblivious to his
surroundings. Suddenly he saw a

hand reaching out in front of his face.

He turned to see who had approached
him, and there stood an elderly man with
a long white beard.

“Tzedakah, tzedakah,” the man
beseeched.

Avrumi dug into his pockets, checking
one after the other and coming up empty
each time. Didn’t he even have a coin

to give the old man? Apparently he was
carrying nothing but his bus pass.

He turned to the main earnestly and said,

“I'm sorry. | don’t have any money on

”

me.

“Oy! No money!” the elderly man cried
with empathy. He surely knew what that
felt like. Then he reached into his own
pocket and withdrew a shekel, no doubt
a product of his night's work. He gave
the coin to Avrumi.

Then the man extended his hand
again to Avrumi and resumed his plea:
“Tzedakah, tzedakah!”

Avrumi took the shekel he had been
given and dropped it into the man’s
hand. The man broke into a warm smile
and said, “Thank you!”

The elderly man knew poverty; he knew
what it was like to need and to beg.
However, he also knew that giving is
one of life’s greatest pleasures, and
his heart ached for the young man who
stood there with nothing to give. His
solution — to give Avrumi a shekel —
surely didn’t make
him any richer.
But it illustrated
poignantly that
everyone has
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[RON-CLAD PROTECTION

The Torah instructs us how to build an altar for the Mishkan. The precise
instructions are vital, because having a proper altar is vital. On it are
placed the sacrifices that bring us into a close, harmonious relationship
with Hashem. This is the most essential relationship the Jewish people
can possibly have. It's the vehicle for bringing Hashem's blessings into

the world, so we have to do it right.

The first step in the construction process is to choose the building
material; the Torah requires that the altar be made of stone. Next,
we need tools. Here, the Torah tells us what not to use, which is any
implement made of iron. The chisel, the axe, and the hammer are all

forbidden, even though using them would appear to be the most efficient

way to cut and shape stones.

Rashi explains this prohibition. He says that iron is the material of which
weapons are made. The same material that kills and maims may not

be used on the stones that will create the ultimate shalom between Klal
Yisrael and Hashem. Because the stones are there to make peace, they
cannot be subjected to the violence of iron.

From this Rashi, we can see
clearly that Hashem has set
down a formula: That which
makes peace cannot be struck
with instruments of destruction.
It’s not just for stones; it’s for us,
as well. When we devote our
lives to bringing peace to the
world, we protect ourselves from
harm. Hashem will not allow
an instrument of destruction to
touch us.

How can a person live in a way that brings
peace between Klal Yisrael and Hashem?
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TALK ABOUT IT

Do you think Avrumi felt better giving the man back his

shekel than he would have felt giving him nothing? Why or
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