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THREE CANDIES
AND TESHUVAH

young man from Bnei Brak left his
parents and took up residence
with a secular uncle in Tel Aviv.
Gradually he drifted farther
from his Jewish identity, until one day he
announced his engagement to a non-Jewish
girl.
Even the young man’s uncle was shocked.
Unable to change the boy’s mind, the uncle
told his nephew, “You need to tell your
parents face-to-face what you’re doing.”

The boy called his father and told him he
would like to come home for Shabbos, but
on his own terms. On Shabbos afternoon, as
he sat scrolling through his smartphone, his
father asked, “Do you want to come with me
to Rav Aharon Leib’s (Shteinman) shiur?”

The boy agreed. After the shiur his father
brought him to greet the gadol. “My son is
no longer shomer Shabbos,” the father told
Rav Aharon Leib. The Rav asked the young
man how long ago he had stopped keeping
Shabbos. “Two years,” he replied.

“In that time, have you ever thought of
teshuvah?” Rav Aharon Leib asked. He
answered that he had had such thoughts four
times.

“And how long did you think about this each
time?” Rav Aharon Leib continued.

“About 10 minutes,” said the boy.

“So in the past two years, you've spent 40
minutes in teshuvah, at a level that even a
tzaddik can’t reach. | envy you!”

This was the turning point in the boy’s life. He
broke the engagement and gradually came
back to a full Torah life. Still, his family often
wondered, why had he agreed to go to the
shiur in the first place?

He later explained: In fourth
grade, his class went to Rav
Aharon Leib to be
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THE PRINCE

OR THE PAUPER?
Living Up to Our Title

You're invited to join the royal family for a catered kosher dinner at
Buckingham Palace. You're introduced to the Prince of Wales. “Whooo-hoooo!”
he shouts in a thick Cockney accent. “Great to meet a real American Jew!
Wanna join me for a poker game after supper?”

Is this really the prince? He surely doesn’t speak like one.

As the Rosenbergs walked to their cousins’ house for Shabbos lunch, Eli Rosenberg

began to regret accepting the invitation. At the table, the conversation was just what
Eli had feared: a critique of the rabbi’s speech, snide remarks about the neighbors the
cousins had seen in shul, the children’s nasty impressions of their classmates, and so

forth.

As the Rosenbergs walked home from their cousins’ house, five-year-old Danny spoke

up. “Is cousin Yaakov’s food kosher?” he asked.

“Of course, Danny! Why would you ask that?” his father answered.

“’Cause it doesn’t feel like a Jewish
place,” he answered simply.

Our Jewish neshamah, the Divine
spark that sets us apart, gives us
royal status. Someone who “dishes
the dirt” is like a pauper in prince’s
clothing. He might look the part,
but from the moment he opens

his mouth, he casts doubt on his
identity.

candy for his correct answer. This boy,
however, got the answer wrong. The Rav
tried two other questions, and the boy
failed both times. As everyone began to
leave, Rav Aharon Leib called this boy
back and told him, “With Torah, you don’t
just get credit for your answer. You get s
credit for your effort. The other boys tried
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one question and got one candy. You
tried three.” He dropped three candies
into the child's hand.
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