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Parashah A CLOSED BOOK

Rabbi Nison Alpert On the Sidrah

.וַ יְ ִחי יַ ֲעקֹב ְבּ ֶא ֶרץ ִמ ְצ ַריִ ם
Yaakov lived in the land of Egypt. (47:28)
Rashi, citing the Midrash and Zohar, asks present itself. Good might spring
why, despite this being the beginning of a new from situations that appear to be
parashah, it is setumah, “closed,” meaning that it absolutely bad, and vice versa.
is not set off with the usual number of spaces in
Nor does man know at what time or from
a Sefer Torah that would mark its being distinct where his true salvation will come.
from the parashah that
 – וַ ִיְחי ֲיַעקֹב ְבּ ֶא ֶרץ ִמ ְצ ַריִםYaakov lived in the land of
precedes it.
Egypt. Did Yaakov ever
LIFE CAN BE
Rashi offers two andream that these years
UNPREDICTABLE
swers. I would like to offer
in Egypt would be
AND
yet another explanation
his best? Did he even
MYSTERIOUS.
as to why this appears as
imagine that he would
a “closed” parashah.
see the face of Yosef
Rav
Nison
Alpert
Life can be unpredictagain? And that Yosef would have remained as
able and mysterious, a
righteous as before – and he in Egypt no less?
“closed” book, its final chapters hidden from
There were many such surprises. At the end
those in its midst. Man, who is “formed out of of the day, there’s very good reason why the Heclay,” to paraphrase Iyov, is left to wonder when brew word for “world” is עולם, which shares its
his end will come to pass, and, when he is in root meaning with העלם, concealment. That is its
distress, from which corner his deliverance will name and so it will be forever, לעולם.

Parashah PASSED THE MIDPOINT
Shabbos Delights By Rabbi Aryeh Leib Lopiansky
.וַ יִּ ְשׁ ַתּחוּ יִ ְשׂ ָר ֵאל ַעל רֹאשׁ ַה ִמּ ָטּה
...then Yisrael prostrated himself toward the head of the bed (47:31).
Rashi explains that Yaakov
Rav Meir Simcha of Dvinsk, Since
Yosef
prostrated himself as a gesture in Meshech Chochmah, explains was destined
of thanks to Hashem that all that Yosef was 30 years old to live 110 years (see 50:26), at
of his children were
when he met Pharaoh this point Yosef had already
righteous — includ(Mikeitz 41:46). Nine passed the midpoint of his
ing Yosef who was
years elapsed [seven life. The Gemara states that a
a king and who had
years of plenty and person who is righteous most
been lost among the
two years of hunger] of his life will be protected by
gentiles for so long.
until Yaakov arrived Hashem for the rest of his life
It seems that Yaakov Rav Meir Simcha of Dvinsk in Mitzrayim. Yaakov against sinning (Yoma 38b).
was confident that
lived seventeen years Therefore, Yaakov was confiYosef would always remain vir- in Mitzrayim until his demise. dent that Yosef would continue
tuous. Why was Yaakov so sure? Yosef was then 56 years old. to lead a sin-free life.
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ACHRAYUS
Inspiration TAKING
Building for Eternity – The Life and Legacy of Reb Moshe Reichmann by Yisroel Besser
A young mechanech once approached Reb Moshe Reichmann
on behalf of a kiruv program he
had started, associated with a particular yeshivah. Reb Moshe had
already given his annual donation
to that yeshivah, but he handed the
visitor a check for $10,000.
“This is a vote of confidence in
what you will do for Klal Yisrael. I
believe that you will one day be a
major marbitz Torah and I want to
encourage you.”
That young man was Rav Nota
Schiller, who would go on to be
one of the founders of Ohr Somay-

Q&A

ach Institutions in Yerushalayim,
and become a rebbi to thousands.
•••••
The man of achrayus had a
unique appreciation for others
who took achrayus.
Rav Chaim Mendel Brodsky,
rosh yeshivah of Yeshivah Zichron

Rav Nota Schiller

TAKE THE CASH

NEW!

What If 5, adapted by Rabbi Moshe Sherrow from the works of Rav Yitzchok Zilberstein

Q. Dr. Woodstein knew that his stay in this world
was coming to an end. He wrote some very large
checks to some major institutions and gave the checks
to the institutions’ collectors. Before the checks could
be cashed, Dr. Woodstein was niftar. May the institutions cash the checks, or since the money in the good
doctor’s checking account has now been inherited by
his children who never pledged the money to tzedakah,
the checks are now worthless?
A. It is a dispute between the poskim if someone
pledges money to tzedakah and subsequently dies,
whether his heirs must honor his pledges. The Bais
Yosef (Responsa Avkas Rocheil, Siman 83) maintained
that they are obligated to honor those pledges, and the
Rema (Responsa Rema, Siman 48, and his comment on
Shulchan Aruch, Choshen Mishpat 252:2) argued that they
have no such obligation. The Ketzos HaChoshen (290 §3)
explains that the dispute between the Shulchan Aruch
and the Rema is dependent on whether or not one who
pledges money to tzedakah creates a lien on his assets.
According to the Shulchan Aruch, the person’s assets
are bound by his pledge, as well as the person himself,
whereas according to the Rema there is nothing binding on the person’s assets.
In our case, Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv responded
that since the sons inherited their father’s money, we
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Rav Chaim Mendel Brodsky

Shamyahu of
Toronto, once
solicited
Reb
Moshe on behalf of a local mosad. A look of amazement
crossed Reb Moshe’s face when the
rosh yeshivah made his request.
“You have the burden of your
own yeshivah finances on your
head, yet you come for someone
else’s mosad?”
Reb Moshe wrote out a check
for $180,000 and handed it to Rav
Brodsky, acknowledgement of this
display of achrayus.

cannot force them to pay, but they
would have a mitzvah to fulfill their
father’s wishes. Therefore, if the children are over the age of bar mitzvah,
it would be appropriate for them to
fulfill their father’s will, but if the
children are minors, they would have no such mitzvah.
Elsewhere (Kovetz He’aros, Vol. 1, Siman 200), Rav
Elyashiv is quoted to have said that nowadays, when
checks are so widely used, when one gives a check as a
gift, that gift is binding due to situmta (any action that is
customarily used to signify that a sale is final, such as a
handshake or wishing mazel uberachah).
In regards to Shemittah, if a borrower repaid his loan
with a check before the end of Shemittah, Rav Moshe
Feinstein (Igros Moshe, Vol. 2, Siman 15) and Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach (Minchas Shlomo Tinyana 2:12)
ruled that a check is considered as if the loan has already been collected, since the lender can receive the
check’s value immediately. It may also be equivalent to
a collateral, which would prevent the Shemittah from
canceling the debt. Rav Elyashiv argued (Shemittas Kesafim Kehilchasah 10:8) that a check is no better than a
loan contract, and as long as it is not cashed, Shemittah
would still have the power to cancel it.
According to Rav Elyashiv’s opinion continued on page 3
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יוֹסף ֶבּן ֵמ ָאה וָ ֶע ֶשׂר ָשׁנִ ים
ֵ יָּמת
ָ ַו
.ישׂם ָבּ ָארוֹן ְבּ ִמ ְצ ָריִם
ֶ ִוַ יַּ ַחנְ טוּ אֹתוֹ וַ יּ
And Yosef died at the age of one hundred and ten years; and they embalmed
him, and he was placed in a coffin in Egypt (50:26).
Why does the Torah mention here that when Yosef
died, he was 110 years old? Earlier (v. 22), we already
learned יוֹסף ֵמ ָאה וָ ֶע ֶשׂר ָשׁנִ ים
ֵ וַ יְ ִחי,
And Yosef lived 110 years. If he
lived 110 years, obviously that
was the age at which he died.
Why the apparent redundancy?
Rav Chaim Kanievsky explained that the Gemara (Sotah 13b) tells us that the lives of
Rav Chaim Kanievsky
tzaddikim are very dear
to Hashem, so He makes
HIS LAST
sure that their allotted
YEAR WAS AS
lifespans are as full as posCOMPLETE AS
sible by having them pass
away on their birthday, so ALL THE REST.
their last year is also complete. The pasuk repeats Yosef’s age to tell us that he
merited this special treatment: He lived 110 years, and
died at 110 years of age — his last year was as complete
as all the rest.
Rav Chaim added a concealed hint to this fact: The
Midrash Tadshei (Ch. 8) tells us that Yosef was born on
the 21st day of Tishrei, which is Hoshana Rabbah. The
words  ֵמ ָאה וָ ֶע ֶשׂרend with the letters hei and reish, an
acronym for הושענא רבה, to reveal that he died on that
very same day.
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continued from page 2

regarding Shemittah, we understand why he rules
that one is not allowed to cash the check of the deceased without permission from the heirs. According to Rav Moshe Feinstein and Rav Shlomo Zalman
Auerbach, who maintain that when one is given a
check it is as if the loan was already collected, then
the institutions have already collected their donations, and perhaps they would be allowed to cash the
check without any further ado. V’tzarich iyun.

Be united in learning with thousands of people
• Perfect daily learning program for people of all
ages and backgrounds
• Opportunity to bond with your child
or grandchild as you study together
• Learn Zeraim and Taharos, which are not studied in
the Daf Yomi cycle
• Enjoy the feeling of accomplishment as you complete a
seder of Mishnah every year

ALL IN UNDER 10 MINUTES A DAY!
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Parashah for Children
פרשת ויחי
The Funeral

Y

aakov Avinu’s funeral was one of the most amazing events
the world had ever seen. Yaakov was honored not only by
Egypt, but by the nations of Canaan, Eisav, and also the
descendants of Yishmael. The greatest honor of all? Even the
Presence of Hashem was there!
Yaakov’s body lay on a golden bed surrounded by all kinds
of jewels. The body was
covered with a sheet
made of the finest linen.
Next to Yaakov’s head
was a magnificent golden
crown. Though it was a
clear day, a cloud was floating over the bed. It was
the Presence of the Shechinah, which also came to
be at the funeral!
Ten of Yaakov’s sons, and also Menashe and
Ephraim, carried the bed, three on each side. Levi
walked behind the bed, and Yosef rode in a carriage
out in front. He was not wearing his crown. That was
the crown on Yaakov’s bed.
Pharaoh’s servants, magicians, and wise men led
the funeral procession. Pharaoh also sent a team
of chariots and horsemen to protect the crowds.
Servants threw nice-smelling spices and flowers all
around to give the air a pleasant smell.

WIN A $36L
ARTSCROL !
GIFT CARD

THE WEEKLY QUESTION
Question for Parashas Vayechi:

Who was the first of the 12 shevatim to die and who was the last?

Kids, please ask your parents to email the answer to shabbosquestion@artscroll.com by this Wednesday to be entered into a
weekly raffle to win a $36 ARTSCROLL GIFT CARD! Be sure to include your full name, city, and contact info. Names of
winners will appear in a future edition. HINT: The answer can be found in The Jaffa Family Edition Weekly Parashah.

The winner of the Parashas Vayeishev question is: CHAIM AMINIFARD, Wickliffe, OH
The question was: How could Yosef’s dream be true? The moon, Yosef’s mother, couldn’t bow down to him, as his mother, Rachel, had already died.
The answer is: The moon was not a symbol of Yosef’s mother, Rachel, but Bilhah, who raised him after Rachel died. She would bow down to him in Egypt.
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