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Kashrus in the Kitchen (36). Separation of Meat and Dairy.
Sharp items (cont). We have been discussing the laws of sharp
items which can transfer taste when combined with the pressure
of a knife, crusher or blender [duchka desakina)]. This means
that an onion or radish cut with a meat knife becomes fleishig.

Pressure Between a Knife and Cutting Board/Plate. The
Chochmas Adam (1) and some other opinions (2 write that if one
cuts an onion or another sharp item with a parve knife on a meaty
plate, cutting board or counter, the sharp item does become meaty.
Even though the knife that is cutting through is not meaty, and the
meaty plate does not cut through the onion, still the pressure point
of the knife banging onto the plate with some onion residue will
cause a transfer of taste, and the onion will become meaty. Sefer
Yehoshua (3) argues and says that duchka desakina does not apply
here, since the parve knife pushes the onion halves to the sides and
bangs down on the plate with a minimal layer in between, thus, no
taste is transferred to the onion and it remains pareve. Both Rav
Elyashiv z#”’l and R’ Shmuel Wosner z#’”/ ruled that preferably
one should avoid the issue and not cut on a fleishig surface unless
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doesn’t necessitate throwing out the food or kashering the utensils.
Sharp Items Without Cutting or Crushing Pressure. A sharp
item without any pressure will not absorb taste. Therefore, if one
places a dry radish onto a clean meat plate, the radish remains
parve. However, if the sharp item is wet or damp, there is an
opinion @) that even without cutting pressure it can absorb a taste.
As a result, one should not put a wet pickle onto a fleishig plate if
he plans to eat it with dairy, and if he did, he should not eat it with
dairy since he could treat it as a meat item. In a case where it
actually was mixed with dairy, it would not have to be thrown
out, and the vessels would not need kashering, because once it
has reached this point, we rely on the lenient opinion that even
wet items do not absorb a taste without pressure.

Using a Horseradish Jar. According to the above, one should
not remove horseradish from the jar with a meat or dairy spoon if
he might use the remainder for the opposite type. Certainly one
should not leave the meat or dairy spoon sitting in the horseradish
jar for 18 [or possibly a lesser amount of 6] minutes because the
following rule might apply. A food or utensil soaked in a vinegar
he will use it as fleishigs. If it was done and mixed with dairy it _solution for the above time-span might cause a transfer of taste ().
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"mepb Sz NS mpny” - The Mishnah says if one has a child & dies, even if it is a <wan, this child will exempt his widow from nssm o1,
Additionally, this mamzer will be a»n if he hits or curses his father. Why is the mamzer yax n551 non by 2»n? The father is a yw! The
Gemara answers that the father did nawn. But how is Teshuva possible - isn't this a npno 5130 89 Tmyn? The Gemara answers that xnwn”
Ty Nwyn neny N - presently (after his teshuva) he is considered a Ty nwyn Ny and this is why the mamzer must respect him.

The Gemara [:na 2"2] says one who steals from customers by not having proper measurements, is more <mon than being oiver m»y,
because on m»y one can do teshuva, but stealing from the o»1is difficult to repay because one doesn't know all the people he stole from.
"o says [onn n"7) the m»y we are talking about is one that did not produce a mamzer & that's why it's n2ywna won for if it did produce a
mamzer, no teshuva would be possible. He then quotes Rav Chaim who says teshuva will help by a mamzer, but since stealing needs to be
returned to the rightful owner & even though we say he should do "©27 %" as some sort of returning, itis still not a xm»Syn Nawn.

Y8y ©2)92 KXY 930 w31 snynw that since the father did teshuva (although it can’t remove the xon from his record), he is still
considered "y nwyn nwy' since he did everything in his power. We can leam from this that even on aveiros that teshuva won't correct, one is
still obligated to be a navwn Yya thus removing his status as a yen. See nyn ¥ 19 Mk XD 'O as he explains the chiddush of teshuva.

The N9 [ »o,N "0 ¥'1N] paskens that if one has a won he is xxw the mitzvah of yam y19. The w0 nnom 'n mn '~ M) asks how is
this possible? Why isn't it a npaya xan msn? He answers that y"amn is only when at the time that the mitzvah is being done there is also an
aveira being done. In our case, though, the aveira (m»y) was done prior to the mitzvah (1 v19) being completed, so it's not a y"ann.

Rav Elchanan zt”I '~ /& "o 7] brings this dwp & Yy and Klers if the existence of the mamzer is an mnsy »9a npay because it's
a mpno 5o &Y mivn and it's happening at the same time. Therefore, shouldn't it be considered a naya nan mxn? He bleibs v's.

Tosfos [.v n»n] says that really a n¥yyand a o3 233 should also be considered "ypnb 55v 80" since they are both uncorrectable! But

since a mamzer is seen to the world, it is a constant reminder & embarrassment to the father, and therefore, this makes it a8 "ppnb 99v 85",
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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense
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R’ Nosson Tzvi Wachtfogel z¢”l (Lakewood Mashgiach) would say =L JuE i e e el
“TYIN YND 1WA MY 7P 1IN IN DNAD IN NNY IV YA i OTN' - There is a commonality in the 7 things that cause
Negaim. They all lead a person to decide not to be a fair partner with the world. As a result, the person thinks that
everything is his and that others lack real value in his life. Thus, the person speaks negatively about others, does not lend to
others, etc. He can only see that which is his and believes in his mind that all is his. This is the ‘Tzaras Ayin’ of Tzaraas.”

A Wise Man would say: “Sometimes being a friend means mastering the art of timing. There’s a time for silence. A time to

let go and allow people to discover their own destiny. And a time to prepare to pick up the pieces when it’s all over.”
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Many have heard stories of people who performed Bris Milah in Communist Russia, despite threats of a 10-year Siberian
sentence. And the story of the woman who risked her life in a Nazi Labor Camp to circumcise her 8-day old son is amazing.
But seeing this same devotion and commitment to Bris Milah in Grass Valley, California, in 2018 by an Israeli woman is
nothing less than incredible. “I won’t be able to live with myself if I don’t give him a Brit on the 8th day,” was what she said.

Rabbi Nochum Yusewitz, Director, Chabad of Grass Valley, recalls that Galit told him she just had a baby after he sent her
an invitation on Thursday to a Shabbos dinner geared to Israeli families. She was so happy that he reached out to her, as her
baby was born on Tuesday and she wants to give him a Bris. Only one problem: her husband, a non-believer, is opposed. She
wanted to make sure that she doesn’t need to worry later on about losing custody of the child or being sued for doing a Bris.

We began making phone calls, said Rabbi Yusewitz, first to the Mohelim in the area to check availability and then to ask
for advice in her situation. We kept hearing again and again — the father needs to agree. We also had no reassurance for her
that she won’t get into legal problems. But by that time, Galit had already made up her mind, she was going to do it no matter
what it took! Her baby will not grow up uncircumcised. No matter at what price or consequence, this was not up for
discussion. In fact, she was so disgusted that her husband opposed the Bris — something that is so dear to her. With no clear
information from Mohelim, we turned to a frum attorney we knew. We asked him if he can direct us to an attorney who might
be able to give some reassurance to the woman, to the Mohel, and to us, that we can go ahead with it. Of course, as many
Jewish attorneys as were asked, that’s how many different opinions we got. From “definitely don’t do it” to “absolutely
nothing wrong with it”. Within a few hours, we found an attorney who was committed to see the Bris happen, and in its proper
time! “I would be honored to represent her pro-bono and would do whatever research needed to get up to speed,” he replied.

We put Galit in touch with Yaakov Delshad, an attorney from LA, who reassured her that the law is on her side. We don’t
know much of what he told her, all we know is that when she called us afterward, she and her mother were in tears, touched that
an attorney, many miles away, cared about her and had her back, supporting her courageous decision to do a Bris.

Sunday evening, after speaking to Galit, Mr. Delshad sent a message to a group of attorneys, and then to family and friends:
“The Bris will cost over $1,000 (Mohel, transportation, etc.). If anyone is interested in giving Tzedaka to help with the cost,
please let me know. When the Shulchan Aruch says that the Bris obligation is on Beit Din, it literally means that the obligation
falls on all Jews to help. With a little Ahavas Chinam ... may Hashem repay our kindness with the coming of Moshiach!”

Over the next few hours, donations starting coming in on our website from attorneys, and others whom we’ve never met.
"IN Ty " - within 24 hours, the entire Bris was paid for — including the Mohel’s plane ticket!

Galit was overwhelmed with gratitude. Emotional and speechless. For us, as Chabad Shluchim in a remote city, this entire
story reminded us what a caring extended family we have! The day before the Bris, Galit mentioned something about the
beautiful Bris pillows they have in Israel. She was wondering where she can buy such a thing. We located a beautifully
embroidered Bris pillow and arranged for it to be picked up. Galit couldn’t believe it — a real Bris! Turns out the Bris pillow
had just been donated to some Shluchim a few weeks prior and Galit (to whom it meant the world) was the first one using it.

At 8:00 on Tuesday morning, 27 Tammuz, Michael Or had his Bris at Chabad of Grass Valley. The grandparents were in
tears and Galit happily danced out of our house, overjoyed to hold her “Kosher Baby”! It was a day to remember for all!

P.S. Unknown to us until later, Galit had slipped out of her house 2 days before the Bris with the baby (to a hotel) so that her
husband shouldn’t stop her from going to the Bris. Her husband then took her to court for custody on the day after the Bris, and
the Bris was brought up to use against her. The judge instantly dismissed it. “It’s a done deal, there’s nothing to talk about!”

"C, and has still not merited having children.

'| manner: “Put out a sefer,” said the Tzaddik. Undaunted, the
$% | man immediately set out to accomplish the task at hand.

28 good news to share: they were expecting a child!

,G humbly replied, “Miracle? It’s a Gemara in Chulin 59b.”
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In the opening words of the Haftorah, Yechezkel HaNavi meant to be a one-time offering. In fact, year in year out, on
declares, “In this contribution [terumah], the entire the first day of the month of Nisan, the Nasi will offer this

population must join with the Nasi of [Bnei] Yisroel.” While korban, which obviously begs the question: what for?

this seems straightforward, Chazal argue about whether Klal
Yisroel are meant to join the Nasi in his personal contribution
or if they are to join together in a communal one.

R’ Don Yitzchak Abarbanel zz”’l (Mashmia Yeshua)
explains that Yechezkel clearly states "oxera nowb” - which
literally translates as “to the Nasi in Yisroel.” As such, it
must be that Yechezkel meant that the Nasi is to act as an
emissary for the Nation and it is therefore, incumbent upon
the whole population to join with him in his contribution.

The Abarbanel continues that this contribution is not

The answer, says the Abarbanel, lies in the significance of
the month of Nisan. Nisan is known as the month of freedom
and Chazal repeatedly stress the importance of the month and
how, if utilized properly, can ultimately change a person’s life
for the better. Yechezkel’s declaration that in the times of the
third Bais Hamikdash everyone is to join with the Nasi in a
communal contribution to Hashem, is meant to serve as a
reminder for us in our times, that although a person may
make a personal contribution, it’s the communal acts of
chessed that make the ultimate difference in our lives.
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There are a number of points to ponder in this posuk. Firstly, why was it necessary to say "9t 79 ywn » nwN'? It would

"C, have sufficed to say "ot 701 NWN", which is the normal way to read it. Secondly, why does the posuk change its tense from

present - "y, to future - "NT5o""? And finally, why does it say the word "wN>" twice? (See the Ohr Hachayim Hakadosh)
As this week marks the third yahrzeit of our Zaida 7”1, the Baal Machsheves Halev, I would like to offer a pshat that is
clearly in his style. Klal Yisroel celebrates Yamim Tovim. We have a 9oNn dn (a festival of gathering) and a »¥pn

e (festival of cutting). But what about a Ny »n (a festival of planting)? Shouldn’t planting be an important thing to celebrate?
g | After all, you cannot cut and gather unless you first plant! So why don’t we commemorate this event like we do the others?

I once saw a fantastic pshat which says as follows: When a person tills and seeds his soil, he cannot know what the

¢ | outcome will be. The same goes for planting. How can one know? Will it turn into a bumper crop? Will it succeed? It is only
at the time of harvesting that one may reap the benefits of his labor. For this reason, we don’t celebrate a ny»wn .

With the word "mN>", the Torah is telling us - the men - and again, a second "wN>" for the women of valor - that we reach

o | the stage of "N NWN" - when we have invested endless hours of fefillah and tears for our children. However, what we are
Y&l davening for may not yet be evident. We cannot yet see if our efforts are producing that “bumper crop” - the children of our

dreams. Thus, says the posuk, "2y N7 - the future still holds hope. Our aspirations will Bezras Hashem materialize.
Never give up - keep on davening for their hatzlacha. Keep on watering your seedlings by showering them with love. And
may we all celebrate our own personalpoxn i and the 5551 i en masse in this Chodesh Nisan naw2 w9y Nan.
NRIT QTN ﬂ@l'?/ ?/@J@ Well, not exactly, but sort of. The Gemara relates that due
(3-2) ... 3% FO™ PR D N to his vast Torah learning, Rav Shmuel ben Rav Avahu knew

"G Yom: As much as he desperately wanted to just sit and learn, it was permitted to eat the fat of the karkoz goat. He said
%] R’ Chaim Kanievsky z¢”/ gave away many hours of his about himself, "1 yawn vwn >0 Man” (3-n “wn). In other

precious later years to help people with their problems. words, Torah learning is referred to as "yva »9" (offspring).
One very distraught man came to R’ Chaim in tears. He R’ Chaim humbly pinned the “miracle” on Chazal!

explained how he was married for a number of years already A little while later, an updated edition of the sefer was
produced and they merited a second child! With a third edition,
R’ Chaim listened patiently and responded in a cryptic came a third - and with the fourth edition, a fourth child!

R’ Chaim related that when R’ Isser Zalman Meltzer zt”’
put out the last volume of Sefer Even Ha’azel, he exclaimed
A few months went by and the man worked diligently to those around him, “Mazel Tov, I had another child!”

";"3 until he felt ready to release his hard work. Sure enough, it ‘7&m3: Writing a sefer, or taking part in such a lofty

didn’t take long after it’s release and the married couple had accomplishment, is a powerful form of spreading Torah.

Chazal tell us, "2 ™5 NN Y. This tremendous

When this “miracle story” was told to R’ Chaim, he mitzvah is equal to all other mitzvos in the Torah. Hence,
every word of Torah is a merit for the one who spreads it.

N7 TRINT 2T N 22D MR wrn

(2-2" M - WM SRMD) .. SR TN D:5 53:’-T:’l;nl;"A‘::‘;:“;E;Té‘gﬁM’ﬂzE’zﬁ\:&ﬁ;Egag ﬂﬂ]gm! !T‘!];.l_j.lT

Parshas HaChodesh has arrived! The culmination of the 4 parshiyos that we read from erev Rosh Chodesh Adar until Rosh

*| Chodesh Nissan. 1t is the preparation for the Geulah! Hashem says to us, his future kallah, “HaChodesh Hazeh Lachem,” T am
. | giving you, my dear kallah, the ability to be in control of time. You can choose how to use your time. You have the power to be
5 | mekadesh it and make the most of your days! You also have the power to start again if you make a mistake. Just as the moon
¥ 5] renews itself every month, I give you the chance to always renew yourself and our special relationship. This is the gift Hashem

gives us on that “last date” before the engagement, because that is all we need to know before we jump into this special kesher

»“ ;‘”m} with Hashem. If we know we can always start again when we make mistakes, then as long as there is a way to restart ourselves
& | and get back on track, we really have nothing to worry about. This is the culmination of the month of Adar, the month of joy!

And this is what leads us right into the Yom Tov of Cheirus, of freedom to truly love Hashem. It is the time of our
engagement when Hashem says to us, “V’erastich li I'olam” - You are engaged to me forever! Now, what do you tell an

| ‘rt,"“ engaged couple? May you be zoche to build a BAYIS NEEMAN B’YISROEL! So, this really is our beracha to ourselves, and
% | this is what Pesach is all about! It is about being ne’eman. Being loyal to Hashem and having EMUNAH in Him. One thing
"' *| we are certain about is that Hashem has emunah in us. We say it every morning in Modeh Ani - “Raba Emunasecha”! How
R%.| great, Hashem, is Your emunah in me! Hashem gives me back my neshama every day and believes in me that I will use it well.

Now, OUR job - and this is what the entire Yom Tov of Pesach is for - is to empower us with real emunah in Hashem, and that

% %] is the way to truly be b’simcha. This was the message all along in Shekalim, Zachor, Parah and HaChodesh. The message that we

are completely in Hashem'’s embrace of love - to truly be happy and enjoy all the gifts Hashem has given us in this world.




