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Halochos compiled by HaRav Chaim Bleier — Translated from the Hebrew edition by R' Zerachya Shicker
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Seven-Branch Menorah/Leich

Seven-Branch Menorah

Model of the Menorah

1.

There is a relatively little-known halachah that one may not make
a menorah modeled after the Menorah in the Beis Hamikdash, just
as one may not build a house with the dimensions of the Heichal,
Ulam, or Azarah of the Beis Hamikdash (n"o xp »o 7" y"v).
Source. The Gemara derives from the posuk “131°nx 1wyn X" that
one may not make a house in the form of the Heichal ... or a
menorah in the form of the Menorah (:n"> mmn M 1,773 71™M).
However, some understand this issur as an outgrowth of
“1RP N0 >wTPM,” the mitzvah to fear not the actual Beis Hamikdash
but the One Who gave the commandment (,X"177n2n "2 "0 07am
>71). They understand that included in this mitzvah is an issur to
“use the King’s scepter” (1"a11). Since this is the source for the
issur to make a likeness of the Menorah, they do not cite the issur
under the mitzvah of “pwyn XY” (0™ mxn Prn 777 A712Y 2D 07M).
Issur d’oraisa. In any event, the poskim explain that this issur is
d’oraisa (7po DW N"NND 77N TIOR XY 777 2"V 20 7 1"Y 'OIN).

Form of the Menorah that May Not Be Reproduced

5.

Seven branches. The issur is to make a menorah with seven
branches, like the Menorah in the Mishkan, as the posuk says
('a,’m723), “N1In NYaw 1R 771337 3D DI YR MIn R gmbyna.”
One may make a menorah with fewer or more than seven
branches (ow y"v).

Is the issur only when it is exactly the same? The poskim discuss
whether the issur is only to make a menorah that is identical or
very similar to the Menorah in the Mishkan or whether it is even
to make something resembling or in a way that recalls the
Menorah in the Beis Hamikdash. The consensus of the poskim is
that anything with seven branches that somewhat resembles the
Menorah in the Beis Hamikdash is included in the issur ( v p™im
oY 7V ,00 Y0 ,i7"Y).

Without flowers, knobs, or cups. Although the Menorah had
ornamental flowers, knobs, and cups, the issur to make a likeness
of the Menorah applies even without these ornaments (ow y"w).
This is because strictly speaking, the Menorah was kosher even
without them (7"5po 7"w ,2"0p 0 pP"HD .0V P™INN).

Some poskim want to permit making a gold menorah without
flowers or knobs since a gold menorah without them would not have
been kosher (n"o x"™p ymw X"y1 A ,.n"> mnn). However, most
poskim hold that one may not make a seven-branch menorah even
if it is gold and does not have cups and knobs ( X217 775 7”1 710 Nx1AN
1"0P0 N"NND DY R"VI3).

18 tefachim. The Menorah in the Mishkan was 18 tefachim tall.
Nevertheless, the issur to make a likeness of the Menorah applies
even to a menorah that is a different height since the Menorah was
kosher even if it was a different height (ow). In contrast, the issur
to build a house like the Heichal, Ulam, or Azarah only applies if
the dimensions are the same. This is because without identical
dimensions, there is nothing about a house that resembles the Beis
Hamikdash, whereas a menorah can resemble the one in the Beis
Hamikdash even if it is not 18 tefachim tall (ow p™n).

10.

11.

r | Behaaloscha ['"x], Naso

From one block. It says in the parshah, “x°n nwpn Mo 1Y 707 7.
Rashi explains that the Menorah had to be made from one block
of gold that was carved and hammered to form its branches and
ornaments, as opposed to soldering separate pieces together. The
Ramban (7,/n3mYyna n"np) holds that this was a required element
for all time. Theoretically, this would give room to be meikel to
make a likeness of the Menorah by attaching multiple parts.
However, most poskim hold that this aspect is not essential. It only
needed to be made of one block if it was gold, but if it was made
of another metal, this was not necessary (.n”> minn) — at the very
least, it was kosher even without this (»»1,1"1 7°nan n°a o n"™>wn
3"poY"p "D 2"'n MY VAW N"W). Therefore, the issur to make a likeness
of the Menorah also applies to a menorah that was not made from
one block.

Seven Branches in a Circle

12.

13.

The poskim discuss whether the issur to make a seven-branch
menorah is only when the branches are in a row, like the Menorah
in the Mishkan, or even when the seven branches arein a circle [all
at the same height, i.e., a candelabra] or six are in a circle with one
in the middle. Some say that the issur is only when the branches
are in a row (Tpo X" O N"NNDA XA D11 NIYN).

However, the consensus of the poskim is that it is assur even if the
branches are in a circle. Since we do not find that the arrangement
of the branches was an essential element of the Menorah in the
Mishkan, we should be machmir with a potential issur d’oraisa
(v"3p o >"n 1% VIV NMWY "0 N”Op O YV MNX°p , 0w n'nno). This is a
very common issue that people do not know about.

Cups Do Not Hold Half a Log

14.

15.

Some suggest that since the Menorah needed to have half a log of
oil burn in each cup, a menorah whose cups contain less than that
is not subject to this issur (3”7 >0 21 7P R"aR N"VY).

However, the consensus of the poskim is that this is not an
essential requirement. Half a log was the minimum amount of ail,
not a specification in the actual size of the Menorah’s cups. Thus,
it is assur to make a likeness of the Menorah even if the cups
cannot hold half a /log of oil (VaW N"Wwa "N ,1”X 0 7"N 1971 VIV NV
X"27 0 2" napn).

Menorah Meant to Hold Candles

16.

Some say that one may make a seven-branch menorah that holds
candles since it does not resemble the oil Menorah in the Beis
Hamikdash (7po ow n"nnoa X217 0°non nawn), but the consensus of
the poskim is that this is also assur (ow n"nno).

Different Materials

17.

18.

Metals. The consensus of the poskim is that the issur to make a
seven-branch menorah applies to any metal, e.g., silver, copper,
etc., not just gold, since all metals were kosher for the Menorah in
the Beis Hamikdash (ow y"w).

Wood, clay, glass. One may make a seven-branch menorah out of
wood since a wood menorah was unfit for the Beis Hamikdash ( ma
1"9p0 OV "W "7 77°Ra0 NP2 17D 07am A" 1”3 §7 NIMn); one may
certainly make one out of clay (ow p™1n,091Yw 17 0w *"vM). Based
on this, the poskim write that one may make a seven-branch
menorah out of glass or plastic too.
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Seven Branches or Seven Flames?

19. Some poskim say that since the whole issur is to make a likeness
of the Menorah, one may make a seven-branch menorah if he
lights eight flames on it since no menorah like that was in the Beis
Hamikdash ("o o »ax oon n"w).

20. However, others hold that one violates the issur by just making the
form of a seven-branch menorah even though eight flames would
not be lit in the Beis Hamikdash (x"y o 3"'n p"17nn 22w Yxw n"w).

Rendering One Branch Useless

21. The poskim discuss whether it helps to render one of the seven
branches of a forbidden menorah useless, e.g., by sealing the
middle branch’s cup. Perhaps now that there are only six
functional branches, it is fine.

22. According to the Chacham Tzvi, who holds it is fine if one lights
fewer or more than seven flames (above, 19), obviously making one
branch useless would make it into a six-branch menorah and it
would be fine. Some poskim explicitly say that if one would seal
one of the cups on top so that oil cannot be poured in, all would
agree it is fine, even for a menorah made out of a metal other than
gold. The word menorah comes from the word ner, which refers
to the oil receptacle. Without oil receptacles, the seven branches
cannot even be called a menorah (mMa% n™w, 77 %0 1N 0"V MY
" >o 1M ).

23. Some stipulate that one of the branches must be sealed off in such
a way that it cannot be opened, e.g., by pouring tin or lead inside
or attaching a silver plate over the opening so that no oil at all can
be poured in (ow 0"w1N).

24. Some also prefer the seal to be somewhat raised so everyone can
see that there is no hole and seven flames cannot be lit (ow). If the
middle branch has some sort of ornament on it and cannot be lit,
one can be meikel even if there are three branches on either side
(Y01 77283 10 ).

Is the Issur to Produce, Use, or Own It?

25. Production. The poskim also discuss if the issur is only to produce
such a menorah, not to use one that someone else made. Some
want to say this depends on the source of the issur: if the issur to
make such a menorah is from “>nx prwYn RY” (above, 2), it would
not be a problem if someone else made it. If the source of the issur
is “IRPn CWTPM” (above, 3), it is likely assur even to use it, and
perhaps even just to own it (1 0 1" V" TYN).

26. Some hold that one may use a seven-branch menorah made by a
non-Jew (2™po X"Mp >0 T N"NNdA X217 TWNRY NIXON).

27. However, others hold that one may not use such a menorah even
if it was made by someone else or a non-Jew ( n11x171 0 Yy pw 0™N
WIPNA NP2 7177 OV PPRN,ATTOIXR 177 .70 1P X"A07M K170 77T 07D mxn).

28. Keeping. Some write that in addition to making such a menorah,
even owning it is an issur d’oraisa ( D" DW1 X"9P0 X"Mp T X"
aMa101n) or at least d’rabanan to prevent people from producing
them (p7321 777 7”30 M”37 0 7" 0°ND NNIN,W"RIT1 OIN DY K™ 1IR2).

Seven-Branch Chandelier

29. The poskim discuss whether the issur is only to make a menorah
with a base that stands on the floor or a table, or even a chandelier
that is suspended from the ceiling. One posek was machmir, at
least for himself (1" »o X"p1 N1ara X X"»1), but the consensus of
the poskim is that it is mutar. Since it is suspended and has no base
or central shaft, it is not a problem of a seven-branch menorah
(V3P 0 >N *1971 VIV, 1"1PO X"NP O N”I7T2 X217 VDD 717 07N " N"Y).

In a Shul

30. The issur to make or own a seven-branch menorah also applies to
a menorah at the amud or bimah of a shul. Many years ago, a
seven-branch metal menorah was made for a shul in Yerushalayim.
The city rabbanim forbade keeping it; they instructed that another
branch be added immediately (2>po n"nnoa X217 715712 PWIA R"PN).

31. Wood. There is a seven-branch menorah in front of the amud in
the Alexander beis medrash in Boro Park, but since it is wood, it is
mutar (above, 18).
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Oil Dish with Seven Wicks

32. There is no issue to light Shabbos candles in an oil dish with small
metal pipes around the opening that hold wicks even if there are
seven pipes. This is not called a menorah since there are no branches
and there is only one oil receptacle (v"¥1 0 111 >NAPA VIV NW31 N).

Electric Menorah

33. Some poskim allow making a seven-branch menorah with electric
lights since it does not resemble the Menorah in the Beis
Hamikdash ("™own mw M wx »17vn mara »p). However, since one
can easily light wax candles or oil in the menorah’s cups, one
should be machmir on this potential issur d’oraisa (o°»an nmw
T IR 790 11190 N, 77 70 A Dvpia).

Raised Picture of Seven-Branch Menorah

34. Building. One may create a raised, decorative picture of a seven-
branch menorah even if it looks just like the Menorah since it is not
used for lighting flames. This is certainly true if it is made out of stone,
lime, or plaster —these are no worse than clay or wood, which are no
problem (X1 my >1w V1N, 7 %0 TP APY> NPYN N"W). [There is a depiction
of a seven-branch menorah on the outside of the impressive beis
medrash building in Kiryat Belz in Yerushalayim (on the Rechov
Kedushas Aharon side). As mentioned, this is no problem.]

35. Coin. Similarly, one may keep a coin with a depiction of a seven-
branch menorah [as appears on the 10-agorot coin] since this
menorah cannot be lit (2751 >0 3N >NApn VIV W1 "N).

Making a Return with the Claim of myv npn
myv npn

36. Since many people do not know this halachah, it sometimes
happens that a person buys a leichter with seven branches in a
circle or six branches plus one in the middle without knowing that
most poskim say this is assur — perhaps even d’oraisa. Can one
return this purchase to the store with the claim of an invalid sale?
Even though there is no defect in the leichter itself, its existence
and use involve an issur, and there is no greater defect than that.

Nullifying a Sale of a Safeik Treifah

37. If a person buys an animal and it turns out it is a safeik whether
it is halachically a treifah, even though it is only assur because it
is a safeik, the buyer can nullify the sale (270 2751 "0 n"In ’X"M).
Even if it is only assur due to a chumra of the Geonim, or even
some other chumra (2”po ow m2n1), one can nullify the sale
(n"spo ow y™o). Even if the buyer already paid, the seller must
return the money since the buyer cannot eat the animal due to
the safeik, and had he known it was a safeik treifah, he would not
have bought it (v”op »0 173 19PN, 7'W).

myv npn with a Seven-Branch Menorah

38. In our case, since most poskim hold there is an issur d’oraisa to
keep a seven-branch menorah in one’s possession — or at least an
issur d’rabanan so that people do not think he made it (above, 28)
—a buyer can return it to the store with the claim of an invalid sale
and get his money back. If he already used it, he must pay the seller
for his use so as not to violate ribbis (1 >0 17n 210 OV *17YN).

39. If it is already somewhat worn and clear that it is used, he can
return it and receive the value of the silver contained within.

Request to Silver Leichter Manufacturers

40. As we cited, the consensus of the poskim is that there is a potential
issur d’oraisa to make a seven-branch leichter, and many people
are unaware of this. Additionally, there is a widespread minhag to
light a candle for each child in the family. This creates demand for
seven-branch leichters from families with either seven or five
children [seven members of the family with the parents].
Nevertheless, since people do not know this is an issur,
manufacturers and stores should prevent others from violating the
issur. There is also a good chance that buyers will return these
leichters after finding out there is an issur, and the store will have
to reimburse them for the invalid sales, as mentioned above. Thus,
it is better not to produce them in the first place.

41. If there is a need for a leichter with seven flames, it can be made
with eight branches with the middle one serving as an ornament
that is either fixed or screwed on (see 24 above) to avoid causing
people to violate a little-known issur.
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