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Pidyon HaBen

Mitvah of Pidyon HaBen

Kedushah of a Bechor

1. Abechor is holy to Hashem from birth, as the posuk says (2,2 x3)
“R171°% NN OTRA A1 1102 95 Y wTR.” Because Hashem killed all
the firstborns in Mitzrayim, every Jewish bechor has kedushah and
there is a mitzvah to redeem him, as the posuk says (¥ ,2 923),
“HXIW?2 M52 93 °Y NWTP 07I¥N YIXA 112 53 N19 012 11029505 D
i 0% nna Ty oTRn.”

2. Like bikkurim. Another reason offered is that Hashem wanted to
give us the zechus to do a mitzvah with our “first fruit” to make it
known that everything is His and all we have in the world is what
Hashem apportioned to us in His kindness. This is reminiscent of
the mitzvah of bikkurim (>'n mxn rn).

Mitzvah to Redeem Him

3. EveryYisroel man has a mitzvah to redeem with five sela’im a son
who is the firstborn to his Jewish mother (x"0 7" "0 77 y"1v). This
is derived from the pesukim (1o ,n” mp) “ 71521 NX 77DN 77D X
o7XA,” (03,77 0'voWYN) “*Y 1NN 7732 71193,” and others.

4. Giving to a Kohen. The pidyon money is given to a Kohen; it is
one of the 24 gifts Kohanim receive. As the posuk says (,n™ mp
1"0), “ 132 7THN 77D X,V P’ NN221 DTRA 191 7w1 HOY 0N oD B
" 0781”7 When the money is transferred to the Kohen’s hand,
the pidyon takes effect and the mitzvah is done.

Who Is Chayav in Pidyon HaBen?

Only a Yisroel

5. Kohanim, Levi'im. Only a Yisroel is chayav in pidyon haben;
Kohanim and Levi’im are patur. Even if the mother is a Kohenes or
Leviah, there is no chiyuv of pidyon haben. Only if both the father
and mother are Yisre’eilim is there a chiyuv of pidyon haben (y"w
™o 1"w »0).

6. Nowadays. One posek writes that since Kohanim and Levi'im
today have uncertain ancestry (below, 34) and only have their
status due to the rules of chazakah (270 1”in »o n"x x"m), they
should also do pidyon haben to be safe ( 71”3 o ®"n y"2p> YR N"w
O MR N1122 X"D WK DY MITINA 727,20 N'nnoa Ra171). He agrees
that Kohanim shouldn’t do pidyon haben so as not to degrade their
kedushah (ow y"ay> n»xw), but according to him, the bechor of a
Levi or a bas Kohen/bas Levi should have a pidyon to avoid doubt.
This is like any safeik d’oraisa: we try to accomplish whatever we
are able to.

7. However, most poskim argue and say they should not do pidyon
haben even just to avoid doubt. This is the accepted opinion ( n"w
'> D 21 PN NMY 71”10 W'Y ,X"X1 70 710 T 0"Nn).

The Father

8. The father is commanded to redeem his son. This is one of the
mitzvos that is incumbent on a father to do on behalf of his son.

9. Father’s chiyuv when son becomes gadol. The poskim argue
whether a father still has a mitzvah to do a pidyon once the son is
a gadol or whether the mitzvah is incumbent on the son.

10. Some say that the mitzvah is really on the son when he becomes a
gadol. The Torah imposed the chiyuv on the father because the son
is a katan when the chiyuv kicks in and cannot do a pidyon himself.
Thus, the Torah obligated the father to do a pidyon in place of the
son (Dw3a >N »0 PYITR YRMW N371 ,3"p0 1" "D W1 ,X"p "0 v'IM
275p 0 TP PIX *3AR N M50 17an). Accordingly, once the son is a
gadol, there is no mitzvah on the father (ow v"an).

"x], Beha’aloscha [

11. However, many poskim hold that even after the son is a gadol,
there is still a chiyuv and mitzvah on the father to do a pidyon, as
the posuk says, “nTon 7122 DTX 02 Y217 (NMW ,2"¥W MXn IR
oW N"1n,7"Y "0 W w11Y ,X"OW »0 2"n X"awIi). The only thing is that if
the father does not do a pidyon, the son must do it himself ( n"w
%1 »0 7" ©"nn).

The Mother

12. A woman is not chayeves to redeem her son (2”0 oW Y"w) since
only someone chayav to redeem himself is chayav to redeem
others and a woman is not chayeves to redeem herself (.03 P17p).

Beis Din

13. Even if a father did not do a pidyon for his bechor, neither beis din
nor any other person is commanded to do a pidyon ("o m10 X"=).
Unlike the mitzvah of milah, where beis din must do the mitzvah if
there is no father (x"o x"01 ”0 7" Y"W), the mitzvah of pidyon
haben is on the father alone, not beis din. However, some say beis
din can do a pidyon for a bechor while he is a katan (3"po 7'w).

Shaliach

14. Some say that a father cannot do pidyon haben with a shaliach
("o w1a%n "o XM ,X"9p "o w"3m nMw). This is because the posuk
“nTONn P12 1102 H3” implies that the father must do it himself
(1"pO OTXR NP2 MR WY RO 1701170 WATY).

15. However, most poskim hold that one can do pidyon haben through
a shaliach since a person’s shaliach is like him ('o ,x"po oW 7w "0
17D 73T R”INN [T 5T 0°nod 11,7119 77X). Lechatchilah though, it is
proper to be machmir not to use a shaliach for pidyon haben.

The Bechor

16. As a gadol. A bechor whose father did not redeem him must
redeem himself when he becomes a gadol (1"vo ow y"w). This can
happen when, "9, a katan is orphaned before his father does a
pidyon. Even though a chinuch-age katan is chayav in mitzvos on a
d’rabanan level, it is better for him to wait until he is a gadol to
fulfill the mitzvah if doing the mitzvah now will prevent him from
doing it as a gadol (773,17 72 79 'D°17™ ;1”3 >0 IO TP HOP 11137 1MW),

17. Silver plate hanging from neck. When a katan who did not have a
pidyon is waiting to become a gadol and redeem himself, there is
a fear that before he becomes a gadol, he will forget he was not
redeemed. Thus, some poskim advised making a silver plate with
an engraved message that he is not redeemed and hanging it from
his neck so he always wears it (1700 X"27,’1 MK 2”770 57 Y30n).

18. However, others were not satisfied with this since most likely the
silver plate will get lost in the time before he becomes a gadol.
Thus, it is better for beis din to do pidyon haben right away, while
he is a katan (3”po 7"w). [This fits with the Shach’s opinion that beis
din can do pidyon haben (above, 13).] Others say he should be
redeemed twice, with a stipulation. First, beis din should redeem
him as a katan out of fear that he will forget to redeem himself —
no brachah should be made on this pidyon ( mx n”s 103575 127 11771
v"3). When he becomes a gadol, he should do a second pidyon to
satisfy the opinion that beis din cannot redeem him (above, 13).
Between the two pidyonos, he should wear a plate around his neck
that says he is a “i7931 POO” (17X >0 O T O'NN NMWY).

Father’s Father

19. Some say a boy’s father’s father is just like the father regarding
pidyon haben (1 0 7"2797 n™w ,X™po 10 1"V). Alternatively, the
father’s father can redeem his grandson due to the rule that
“granchildren are like children” (*"v »0 7" P» 0" N N ~p).

To read this week’s publication: cchaim.com - To receive by email: mail@cchaim.com


cchaim.com
mailto:mail@cchaim.com

20. However, others hold that there is no preference for the
grandfather to do pidyon haben over anyone else. If he does
pidyon haben, he is a shaliach like any other, at least according to
the opionion that a shaliach can do a pidyon (x”1 »o0 72771 n"1w »Y).

onl vd

Firstborn to His Mother

21. A male bechor who is his mother’s firstborn must have a pidyon
even if his father previously had children with a different woman.
By saying (2,3 x2) “Dn1 70D 92,” the posuk made a bechor’s status
dependent on the mother (o ow y"w X"y 1 N1M51 73wn) [unlike
inheritance, where a bechor is defined as the father’s firstborn].

After a Neifel [Miscarriage/Stillbirth]

22. Neifel. A neifel, y"9, who was a bechor does not need a pidyon,
and a subsequent son also does not need a pidyon since he is not
his mother’s first. However, the neifel’s limbs must have already
taken form to exempt the next child, as will be explained. One
should consult a posek with any shailah. It is advisable to consult a
posek at the time of the miscarriage/stillbirth, when the details are
clearer, rather than waiting until a boy is subsequently born.

23. Less than forty days. If it is certain that forty days have not elapsed
from conception [the way it is defined by halachah], the embryo is
not considered an offspring, and a subsequent son must have a
pidyon haben with a brachah (320 y"w).

24. Three months. If it is certain that three months have elapsed from
conception and it was considered a recognized pregnancy by
halachah [“m721y 9017”], the baby is a regular offspring and a
subsequent son does not get a pidyon haben.

25. Between forty days and three months. If more than forty days but
less than three months have elapsed from conception, the fetus
should be examined by experts and a rav at the time of the event
(Y™wn Yy RN 72 n,7"p 70 °ax 0on n"w). If the limbs took form, i.e.,
the hands and feet developed (2”y 1”5 77 773371 9”), a subsequent
son does not get a pidyon haben.

26. Some say that if there was no real limb formation, just thin, flesh-
like tissue, and the fetus is not considered an offspring, a
subsequent son needs a pidyon haben (,2"mp w1w PN N
TP RPN AT 7Y 7170 IR X7D 1Y 971,270 X371 MK 003 17300
n"op o). Others hold we do not rely on our examination. At the
very least, it is a safeik, which is not enough to require a pidyon for
a subsequent son ( 0>n>127T NV ,3”D »D RN APY° NIV N"1Y 3”51 1Y
3P 7" PIX 212X 1MW /2 MR 7707 1"PiaR TROX 0 01w 2P 1 27n).

27. In practice. Since the leading poskim argued about this, many
Acharonim rule that the halachah follows the opinion that a
subsequent son needs a pidyon haben. However, since it is not
clear-cut, no brachah should be made ( 1w 0”170 Y"2y> N?RW "W
0"¥1 0 TP 0NN N™MW 2”37 X"IN).

28. Pidyon haben ceremony. When there is a safeik regarding a
pidyon haben, one should give the pidyon money to the Kohen to
avoid doubt, but there is no need for a ceremony with a seudah
and garlic if doing so is difficult. However, sometimes the situation
calls for a pidyon haben ceremony with a brachah, e.g., the parents
want to make a normal pidyon haben or it is the son of a
distinguished person, etc. After consulting a posek, sometimes one
may even make a brachah on the pidyon (>nipna vaw Yya 1" n).

C-Section

29. Only a baby delivered in the usual way is called a bechor regarding
pidyon haben, as the posuk says “onn 7v0.” A baby delivered by
yotzei dofen i.e C-section is not a bechor regarding pidyon haben
since it is not called a “onn 7VL” (7730 Y"V).

30. Delivery began normally. If the delivery began normally and
progressed to the point that the baby was halachically considered
“born,” then even if a C-section became necessary at a later stage,
the son must have a pidyon haben since he was already a brn 0b.

31. However, the poskim argue which stage constitutes “birth” for
these purposes ( 719X 2wWN NMWY A MK V™1 70 2N TP YN NVY N"MY
N"1W31 "1 ,7"p P’0 XD 071152 (IR 77T D02 *pOI”Ip 173,37 0 2N
N3 1N RN YN 77X % 0 2'n owa mIp). Therefore, one should
consult a posek who is familiar with the topic. In a situation of
safeik, a pidyon haben should be made without a brachah.

32. Son after a C-section. If the first son was born by C-section and is
not the bechor for pidyon haben, even though a subsequent son is
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the first child delivered regularly, he is not a bechor for pidyon
haben either since he is not the first child (7720 y"w).

33. Son after a neifel delivered by C-section. If the first baby was
delivered by C-section and "% was stillborn, clearly unable to
survive, or had a fatal defect [1970], the poskim argue about the
status of a subsequent son. Some say the second son must have a
pidyon since he is a bechor for inheritance ( 7770 170, Y"WA XYY A0
1”3 77 171 0"1Y); however, others say the second does not get a
pidyon since he is not the first child (1720 7"w o v y"w Yy 0™ »N).

The Kohen

Kashrus of a Kohen

34. “Meyuchas.” For a Kohen to have the status of “meyuchas”
[verified ancestry], two witnesses must testify that he is a Kohen,
son of Ploni Kohen, son of Ploni Kohen, etc. all the way back to a
Kohen who did the avodah on the Mizbeiach (110 ,2"10°%n 270 0”am
"m0 owa "2 7o pnax). We do not have this today. Due to the
duration of the galus and the harsh decrees and expulsions we
faced, most or next to half of our ancestry is jumbled ( 7”o pa w"w>
" »0). There is also a concern that Kohanim became invalidated
[D°55n] ("0 »o Mo N ’"M).

35. “Muchzak.” If one knows he is a Kohen from his father — he does
Birkas Kohanim and gets the first aliyah — a father may use him for
pidyon haben. He may also eat terumah and challah d’rabanan, but
not terumah d’oraisa (3 o0 17"ynax y"w). Kohanim today are of this type.

36. Known families. Although we do not have verified Kohanim today
and all our Kohanim are kosher due to chazakah, there are
nevertheless certain families with verified Kohen ancestry, e.g.,
Rappaport, Kahane, descendents of the Shach, and descendents of
the Semichas Chachamim. Therefore, if it is possible, one should
use one of these Kohanim for a pidyon haben (770> »o n>1ai 1om).

37. Kohen-talmid chacham. Lechatchilah, one should use a Kohen
who is a talmid chacham for a pidyon of his bechor. The same is
true for all the gifts given to Kohanim (2v %"p 77 11 'm3) wherever
possible (2 mx 1”5 y"ay>nY 1y Y1an,1"o X" "0 T Y"w). However, a
Kohen who is a close relative has precedence over a Kohen-talmid
chacham (v »o »ax oon n"w).

When to Do Pidyon HaBen

30 Days

38. The time for a pidyon is after 30 days pass, as the posuk says ( mp
™0,1™), “From one month you shall redeem” (x™o 7"w »o Yy"v).

39. “One month.” Some hold that when the Torah writes “one
month” here, it refers to a lunar month, i.e., 29 days, 12 hours,
and 793 chalakim (n”i1p 1”0 0”2am), and that is what determines
when to do a pidyon haben (7"5p »o n”aa n2wn ,n"p "o XY).

40. However, most poskim hold that this “month” means 30 days. l.e.,
once 30 days pass, the boy is chayav to have a pidyon ( 11710 Y10Wx7
n”"po V"HY "D R"N,X"M >0 1a7).

41. Many poskim hold that one must wait until the 31 day for the
pidyon, and this is standard practice. They hold that there is no
need to wait 30 full days, to the minute. For example, if a boy was
born on Monday, the pidyon will be four weeks from that
Wednesday. However, many people make the pidyon in the
middle of the day or the afternoon of the 31 day to ensure that
30 full days passed according to everyone.

42. Bein hashemashos. If a boy was born at bein hashemashos, i.e.,
between shekiyah and tzeis, the 30 days are counted from the day
after the birth. Therefore, the pidyon should be done on Day 31
from the day after the birth (3" >0 "n prix> nnan n"w). For example,
if a boy was born bein hashemashos between Monday and
Tuesday, the pidyon would be four weeks from that Thursday.
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