
,gcy shnmu vsgmt cvz hkf tmn rat aht wv icre ,t crebu
 wv hbpk ubh,apb kg rpfk znufu khdg (b-tk)vausev ,ukgnc -

   av"cev gsh tukvu /ihsn ,ubc ka ckv ruvrv kg rpfk uvza arhp h"ar
osh ktk rat kff uaghu 'ktrahca vcuy vekj kf ,ukfk ohmpj ohgarv ukta
tuck vga ,truv v,hv f"pgtu ';mev ovhkg tmh vz kgu 'ktrah ,t thyjvk
f"tu 'osh kg tuck ohsh,gv ohkuafnv kg v"cev okjn jrfvcu 'ovng ojkvku
urcg tka ,nt iva k"hu ?ohkuafnv ukt kg vrpf ifn rjtk ufrmuv vn oak
ord ihsn ,ubc ,gr h"g ovc rmuba vghshv omg lt 'kuafnv omgc ,"hav hp ,t
hgcyv obumr ,t rrugk o,kufhc vhv tk rcsv vz ,njnu 'kusd kueke ovc
:ohhumr h,kcu ohfupv ,ubumr ovc ohrrugn uhv ,ucajnv ukt hf ',"hav ,sucgk
vkugp ,uagk ubuuhf lfc 'wv oak cvzv hkf ,bh,b h"g kyck uaec ,ubumrv ukt
urrug,ba ohdhxv uktn onmg lfzku rpfk uaec vz jfcu ',"havk kuyhc ka

 /vbahv vcvtv ,t cua rrugku 'ocrec
huujynf uejr,vu 'ohrcsv uktn ohtrh apbv hkgc uhv lht ubhtr ubhbpka rusc     

 kg rpuxn 'vausec odp ka aaj kfn ,aevkkkk""""mmmmzzzz    iiii""""rrrrvvvvcccc    ssssuuuussss    hhhhccccrrrr    eeeehhhhssssmmmmvvvv    iiiiuuuuttttddddvvvv'
,bufaca veujr vwhptnc ,umnv ,t ,uptk aehc jxp crgc ohbav ,jtca
,t urucg runaha vwhptn kgc og ofhx iuatr rub,c vhv .pja iuhfu wkuta ,gcdw
oue ohfavk vhv u,gscu 'uh,umn ,t ,uptk iuuhf uca ohuxnv ouhc iuatr rub,v
xucuyutv og gxh ifn rjtku wvnj hrvzw ,xbfv ,hcc iheh,uuf kkp,vku ouhv vzc

 /vwhptnv oeunn uc ,ejurnv vbufavk ,hruchmv vrucj,v ka
 

 ujka, ktrah ,uyn kfk vynk ;kt vynk ;kt
/// tcmk(s-tk) ostv ka vjkmv rehg ihbgc 

    c;kt /vnjknk ufkva ycau yca kfk ohpkt wd uhva (c 'cf r"c) k"zj uar
;kt sugu /ovhkf ,t ohrnan uhva yca kfk ;kt sug 'vnjknv oujkk yca kfk

 wevu /o,jkmv rucgc kkp,vk ufkva ycau yca kfkiiiihhhhhhhhyyyyaaaabbbbhhhhuuuuggggkkkk    kkkktttteeeezzzzjjjjhhhh    wwwwrrrr    iiiiuuuuttttddddvvvv
((((pppp""""eeee    wwwwnnnngggg    vvvvbbbbuuuunnnntttt    kkkktttteeeezzzzjjjjhhhh    rrrruuuutttt))))    kkkk""""eeeeuuuummmmzzzzvhv ihsn ,njkn hrva 'tkph vrutfks 

utmha juyc f"tu 'ihsnc u,neb jehk ,"hav rcs hp kg utmha 'vumn ,njkn
,tmk ufrmuv gusn f"tu 'ovn u,neb ,jek v"cev ojka hrva vnjknc ohjmbn
hrcsna 'wev sugu ?ihsnc vneb ukyh hf ovk jycuv tkvu iujmb aecku kkp,vk
vnjknvk ann ,tmk ufrmuv gusnu 'kkp,vk vnjknk ann utmha gnan k"zj

?vbjnv lu,c kkp,vk ihkufh uhv tkv 'kkp,vk
vag hsh omgu hjuf" - uhsh vagnc jhkmnaf rnuk ostv ka gcya 'ihbgv ruthcu   
i,ubv tuv hf" ohbhntn ubta 'vrund vrhpf tuv hrv vz rcs rnuku '"vzv khjv ,t hk
utmhaf 'f"tu /,"hav ,tn eru lt tuv t"utf ka u,jkmv kfu /"khj ,uagk jf lk
kfn ;kt ihfhrm uhv 'vbufbv vbuntv lv ockc guceku 'vrhpf lv ruegk vnjknk

ifn rjtku 'iheh,uuf kkp,v ouhv vzcu 'kgupv kt u,cajn ,t thmuv sus hcr   
'aeucnv sghv kt ufrs vaugv xucuyutv kg ih,nvk vfunxv vbj,v kt srh
hutr ouen tmnb ubht xucuyutv lu,ca sus hcr ihjcv 'xucuyutv ghdvc lt
kg ,ufjk ;hsgvu vghxbv kg r,huu ifa iuhf 'vat hrujt ot hf vchahk
cua ihjcv ughdvc lt 'vga hgcr auka rjt ghpuvk vhv runta hbav xucuyutv
xucuyutv kg cua ih,nvu 'xucuyutv kg ,ukgvkn unmg gbn cuau vke, v,utc
ouen sg gxbu vkg 'uk hutrv ouenc cahh,vk u,kufhc vhv rcf zt 'tcv
rapk u,ut ukta ,rcusnv vgan ,uga h,af rujhtc ghdvaf 'vwhptnv
'ohccuxv ck kg ohcahh,n uhrcs ihta ihjcv 'rcsv ,chxk chavaf 'urujht

///wg"ds uvhhrzctc rcusn hrvw uck ,nvbn v,mh vegzu
vzht ah ubhbuctsk hf 'lhrtvk urnt rat ouenc rmek kfut tk v,g ,gku    
rmhv crja ohnhv uktc teusu '.hev hnh gmntc ohbnzv ihc ka daun ,uchah
'vkafnv ovc v,cra ,unuenc aupk ,uchahv hbcn ohcr ohtmuh ,umujc ;bun
ohmur uc ouen u,ut ka u,uvn kg ruejk aha ,gsv kg vkug tk kkf ohngpk
',ja rtck vshrh ov uh,ufkav rat ,utrnc ohke,b ohtc ratfu 'apbhvk
,t ohesuc iht n"n 'ouen u,ut ka u,uvn kg ruejk ,gsv kg vkug if ot ;tu
rcfa rjtn lt 'sutnk .urp ouenv hf ,gsk ohjfub ohtcafu ',uhsuxhc rcsv
rat ukt ,unuenc vn inz ohkcn lfu 'ouenv ,t cuzgk vae oa ohtmnb
ovhpcu hbpk ohtc ohmumru ohruca ohruv ratf vba hshn ubt ohtur vh,ufkav

 /kwwr okhac, ujhseva ovhrheh kg vkkh
tuv ihta ouenc tuch kck sutn rhvz vhvhu 'uatrc uhbhg ohah ofjv if kgu    

/ouenv vzn jub ohnfj jura ,ururc gsuh
'kkp,vku vbjnv lu,c urtaha hs vhv tku 'kkp,vku ovng tmhk ycau yca
uhva yca kfn ;kt uhva ,utrk ihfhrm uhv vjknv ojuk uhva ,gac hrva
uhv tku ',"havc vbufbv vbuntv ockc gceh vz h"gu 'o,jkmv rucgc ohkkp,n
lk i,ubv tuv hf" ohbhntn uhv er '"vzv khjv ,t hk vag hsh omgu hjf" ohrnut
urnta unf 'ohrund ohehsmv er 'vnjknk utmha ov hns 'sugu /"khj ,uagk jf
er hrv /"vnjknv hfrugn rzuj vkhp,k vkhp, ihc rpxnv kfa" (sn vyux) k"zj
vz vrhpfc ,ugyk tka oezj,vk ihfhrm uhv hfv ukhptu 'vnjknk utmh ohehsmv
vbuntv ,sucg ksud vzn ibhzj /"vzv khjv ,t hk vag hsh omgu hjuf" rnuku
hn,h ibt vnfu vnf ,jt kg 'euzhj ihfhrm uhv ohrund ohehsmv ota ',"havc

 /,"havc vnhka vbuntc ihntvk ouhu ouh kfc ezj,vk ihfhrm 'hn,hs
/vkhp,v ,sucg h"g ubhhvu 'vbuntc ezj,vk iputv vru,v ubk vkhd itfu    
',uaecv uh,pac tyck er ubht vkhp,v ,sucg rehga e"vpxc ufhrtv rcfa
ubta iuhfu 'ohnaca ubhct kg er igavk hn kg uk ihta vrfvv hshk tck er
uk ibj,n ubt lfhpk 'ohagnv kfk vaghu vagu vaug usck w,h tuva ohrhfn
wd kkp,vk ihfhrm tkt 'ouhc ,jt ogp er kkp,vk hs tku /ubh,aec tknk
euzhj ihfhrm vbuntv ,sucga ';ux iht sg euzhj ihfhrm vbuntv ,sucga 'ohngp

/,hshn, ezhj vfhrm thv if unf ',hshn, vumn tuva unfs /gdr kfcu ,g kfc

"iunn ,njn ohxubt"  - If 2 ohsg who signed on a rya come to s"c & say this is our signature but when we signed, we were coerced into it either by
being threatened with a monetary loss if we didn’t sign, or we took a bribe to sign, they are not believed & the document remains valid. The
gemara says one may not incriminate himself that he did an aveira because "gar unmg ohan ost iht". Rashi explains that one may not implicate
himself because he is related to himself (unmg kmt cure ost) & just like one may not testify about a relative, so too one may not testify about himself.

 [wt'wcf v"ue]ibjkt wr     says, since we say unmg kmt cure ost, it seems that if he wasn’t considered related to himself his ,usg would be accepted.
Why? According to his own testimony he is a gar who signed falsely & a rasha is always ,usgk kuxp! R’ Elchanan says he has since done
Teshuva & is now not a rasha. So, just like he wouldn’t be able to say about a cure, he is also not intb on himself because unmg kmt cure ost.
    The Gemara [:d n"c] brings a Mishnah that if 2 ohsg testify that Reuven ate cheilev (seemingly) accidentally & he should bring a chatas &
Reuven says I did not eat it, the Chachamim say he is believed. This is because he has a udhn & could’ve said I did eat it, but I was a shzn & would
be patur from bringing a korban (only a ddua brings one). So now also, he is believed to contradict the ohsg & say he did not eat it at all. wxu, asks,
what kind of udhn is this? How could he have said he ate it shznc - he would not be believed to say that, because gar unmg ohan ost iht? Tosfos

answers that by saying h,hhv shzn, he is not making himself pasul, rather his intention is to do teshuva & refrain from bringing vrzgk ihkuj, so he is
believed. ibjkt wr adds that Tosfos in Yevamos learns differently & says if one is not saying something ,usg ,ru,c, then unmg kmt cure doesn’t
apply & he is believed. That’s why h,hhv shzn is intb. But saying on a rya, “I was a pasul when I signed,” that is ,usg ,ru,c so since he is a cure
to himself he is not intb.  [ihtu v"s :vf ,unch]h"ar  explains that even though we have a rule that ohsg vtnf ihs kgc ,tsuv & one is believed on
himself, this is only regarding money (iunn). But to testify on oneself that he is chhj a xbe or an abug or that he is a kuxp, one is not believed. 
    The  [wu 'j"hp ihrsvbx wkv]o"cnr  says that it is a f"vzd that s"c does not give v,hn or ,uekn based on one’s testimony about himself, only on the
basis of testimony from 2 witnesses. The z"csr on this Rambam says that even though the Rambam says it’s a cu,fv ,rhzd, maybe I can give a
"ogy ,me". The reason one cannot incriminate himself is because we don’t own our vnab. As it says [wjh ktezjh - vbv hk ,uapbv]. It is v"cev that
has ,ukgc on our apb so a vtsuv will not work on what is not ours. But money, since it is given to us to control, we say ohsg vtnf uhp ,tsuv.        

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

R’ Elazar Simcha Wasserman zt”l (brought in Kovetz Hearos) writes:
     “wvnse ,rbf oh ;,f kg vjnu kcdv srhuw - There are two seas in Eretz Yisroel. One is the Kinneret
(Sea of Galilee) and the other is Yam Hamelech (Dead Sea). The Dead Sea is a ‘Mekabel’ it only
takes from other bodies of water, but does not give of its own to others. That is why it is very salty
and ‘Dead’. The Kinneret does not only accept other waters but also gives of its own to others and
that is why it is considered alive. The lesson to be learned is that a giver is always alive!”

A Wise Man would say: “To build a friendship takes time and so many years. To ruin it, just seconds.”  
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY
Kashrus in the Kitchen (49). Separation of Meat and Dairy. 
Bittul: Nullification. Chaticha Naasis Neveila. One of the
relevant kashrus rules regarding mixtures and bittul is called
“Chaticha Naasis Neveila” [also known in short as “Chanan.”]
This means that when bittul cannot take place because of a lack
of sixty, the whole mixture, even the heter content, becomes
forbidden and if it is later mixed with heter, it requires sixty
times the amount of the whole first mixture to apply bittul. This
rule has different details for 1) mixtures of basar bechalav, 2)
mixtures of other issurim, and 3) mixtures of heter into heter
such as milk into water, and that mixture fell into meat. 
Basar Bechalav. The classic case of Chanan is basar bechalav.
For example, if 1 unit of cheese melted into 9 units of meat, both
ingredients turn into a new issur of basar bechalav. If this now
falls into other foods, bittul can only take place if there is sixty
times the ten units of food. In this case it is a clear Torah issur
because each of the ingredients was permitted and turned assur. 
Other Issurim. If 1 unit of treif meat gives its taste into 9 units
of a kosher food, that mixture is prohibited. If this in turn falls

      

into another food, there is a difference of opinions between
Shulchan Aruch (1) [Sefardim] and RM’A (2) [Ashkenazim]. The
Mechaber holds that the last mixture only needs sixty to nullify the
original issur. It is not like basar bechalav where both entities were
permitted and turned assur. Here, there is only one forbidden taste
that infiltrated another food, which stays muttar, and cannot
practically be eaten because of the taste inside, but not because it is
essentially assur. The RM’A holds that the Rabanan made a
decree in this case to require sixty times the whole issur as a decree
not to be lenient by basar bechalav. Ashkenazim rule like the
RM’A, just that by cases of liquids [treif gravy into kosher chicken
soup] in situations of great need, we are lenient not to require sixty
against the whole mixture because we combine an opinion that by
liquids there is no Chaticha [piece] to become neveila.
Heter Into Heter. All agree that the rule of Chanan does not
apply by heter into heter. For example if one unit of butter was
melted into nine units of potatoes and later they were put into a
cholent, bittul is achieved by sixty times the one unit and there is
no need to nullify the rest (3).



     Reuven, Gad and half of the tribe of Menashe wished to live on the other side of the Yarden, and not in Eretz Yisroel
proper. Moshe was not happy with this idea but nevertheless, he acquiesced to their wish. 
    Sefer Shivtei Yisroel points out that these three tribes were all first-borns. Reuven was the first-born of his mother and
father; Gad was the first-born of his mother Bilha, and Menashe was the first-born of Yosef. First-borns are often leaders with
lots of energy and ideas, but there is a great danger that could result from these attributes. When Yaakov Avinu blessed his
children, he rebuked Reuven saying: "r,u, kt ohnf zjp" - Because of your impulsivity you will lose out. Indeed, Reuven lost
the Kehunah and the Malchus! Quite a significant loss! We see many other first-borns in the Torah with a similar middah of
impulsivity: Kayin, Esav, Yishmael. All very strong, powerful - and impetuous -  people. 
    When Reuven, Gad and half of Shevet Menashe saw the eastern side of the Yarden, they immediately wished to reside there.
They saw good farming land and place for their sheep to graze and they grabbed for it. Chazal teach us that from such an
impulsive attitude, one loses out. Furthermore, points out the Shivtei Yisroel, because of their impulsivity, these two-and-a-
half tribes lost out on the mitzvah of Bikkurim. The whole idea of Bikkurim is that after one plants, plows, sows and tends to his
seedlings, he finally merits to see the fruit sprout. Now, although he is excited and wishes to enjoy the “fruits of his labor,” he
does not grab it right off the tree and eat it. He cannot impulsively take what he thinks is rightfully his. No, first, he ties a red
string around it and announces, “This fruit is for Bikkurim, so that I can thank Hashem for all the  good He has given me.” 
    Unfortunately, this special mitzvah was lost to the tribes of Reuven, Gad and half of Menashe, for one who acts with too
much haste - in the end loses out! May we all take this lesson to heart - and appreciate what we are given in its proper time. 

    R’ Tzvi Pesach Frank zt”l (Har Tzvi) explains these words homiletically. Someone who travels away from the Torah
which was given at Har Sinai - "hbhx rcsnn ugxhu" - has no protection and will eventually wallow in the world of taava - ubjhu"
"vut,v ,urcec - and perhaps the Torah specifically named it, Kivros Hataava, the burial of taava. Taavos – worldly
temptations - can be like quicksand, burying a person alive if he does not scrupulously cling to the Torah’s ways. (See Avos
4:28: "okugv in ostv ,t ihthmun sucfvu vut,vu vtbev") One who wishes to remain pure, must constantly strive to maintain his
connection to the heilige Torah, as stated in Kiddushin 30b, if the yetzer hara confronts you, shlep him to the beis medrash.
  With this principle he continues and explains the well known contradiction we find regarding the cause of the destruction of
the first Beis Hamikdash. The Gemara (Bava Metzia 85b) says, the reason was unknown until Hashem Himself revealed that
it was "h,ru, ,t oczg kg" - because they abandoned my Torah. The Gemara in Yoma though says that everyone seemed to
know that the cause was the transgression of the three cardinal sins. Seemingly a most blatant contradiction! Firstly, the causes
are different. Second, was it a secret or did everyone know the cause?
    He reconciles this discrepancy as follows. The actual reason, was the ,urunj ,urhcg wd. However, the root cause of Bnei
Yisroel stooping so low to be able to be rcug them, was unknown until Hashem revealed it. When Yidden are distanced from
the vause of the Torah, they may easily succumb to a spiritual decline.
   As this Shabbos begins the Nine Days and coincides with Shabbos Chazak, let us all strengthen our limud haTorah which
will, no doubt, hasten the geula b’karov!                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

) ukcvhu kcvv hrjt ufkhu /// wv rnt vf-c whnrh(v

yca hmjku icutr hbcku sd hbck van ovk i,hu
wudu chcx .rtv hrg //// ;xuh ic vabn(dk-ck) 

 /// vut,v ,rcec ubjhu hbhx rcsnn ugxhu(zy-dk)

 /// tcm hmukj ;kt rag ohba vynk ;kt ktrah hpktn urxnhu(v-tk)
     The Pandemic took a toll on all of us. We lost loved ones and our sense of connection and togetherness. Many of us also
lost our Parnassa. In Eretz Yisroel as well, many were impacted by Covid. Tour guides were among the most affected by the
disappearance of tourists. Meir, a licensed tour guide, found himself with more time on his hands than he had planned for and
it was truly a tremendous simcha when tourists began to flock back to the Holy Land a full year later, around Pesach time.
     Not long ago, Meir was privileged to take a family to Chevron (Hebron). After seeing the city, they stopped at the Gutnick
Center for lunch. The food is excellent, and the location is perfect. The eatery even has a wonderful non-eating option. You
can purchase a coupon, redeemable for one pizza pie. Yet, the pizza pie is not for you. The pizza coupon is specifically sold to
benefit the soldiers who risk their lives daily to protect those who visit Chevron and the Mearas HaMachpelah. You purchase
a coupon, and when you leave the center, you give it to a group of soldiers as a small token of Hakoras HaTov (gratitude).
    Meir brought his small group to the Gutnick Center for lunch and while he was there, he noticed a Chassidish couple
enjoying their pizza. He observed that the man was holding not one but two pizza coupons. As he walked past their table, he
called out in a friendly tone, “Shalom Aleichem,” to which the man smiled and replied, “Alaiychem Shulem.”
    Noticing Meir’s tourist license hanging from his neck, the man took the opportunity to ask Meir some questions about the
Mearas HaMachpelah. Amidst the conversation, Meir asked him, “Where are you from in the States?” The Chassidish man
with the long “gekrazzled peyos” answered that he is from Kiryas Yoel in Monroe.
    “I assume you are a Satmar Chassid,” Meir offered and the man nodded enthusiastically. With a twinkle in his eye, Meir
said, “I see that you purchased two pizza coupons for the soldiers. Should I assume that you support Tzahal and its soldiers?”
    Our Chassidish friend became very serious as he answered, “What I think of the Tzahal is irrelevant. At this moment and at
this place, our ideological differences are not important. What is timely and essential is for me as a chassid and for all Yidden
who are here, to have Hakoras HaTov. My purchasing coupons for the soldiers has nothing to do with ideology or approval.
These boys are protecting us as we speak, as we sit here and eat. Without them putting their lives at risk every day, we would
not be able to visit Chevron and daven at the burial site of our Avos Hakedoshim. If the Rebbe zy”a himself was here now, he
would have bought all the available coupons. He was very careful about Hakoras HaTov, and his sense of gratitude was
boundless. Of course, I bought coupons for the soldiers. Hakoras HaTov doesn’t distinguish between a shtreimel and an army
helmet. It is the least I can do for these brave Yidden who protect us.” He suddenly stood up and said to Meir, “Come, let us
go together to give the soldiers our coupons. I see you have purchased one as well.”
    They walked out into the bright sunlight and immediately came across a group of soldiers. The Satmar chassid placed one
ticket into the hand of one of the soldiers. “Yasher Koach, Todah Rabah!” he exclaimed, with great emotion.
    The soldier looked at the chassid and answered, “A groisen dank.” (Thank you in Yiddish) 
    The chassid looked shocked; he wasn’t expecting the young IDF soldier to answer in Yiddish! The soldier continued as he
noticed the surprised look on his benefactor’s face. “Ich bin oich fun Anshei Shlomeinu!” (I am also part of “our tribe”).
    The chassid from Monroe recovered quickly and answered on the spot, “Avada, vos is di shayla!” (of course, you are,
what’s even the question?) The three of them - Meir, the chassid and the soldier - all smiled and embraced. A sense of unity
and togetherness enveloped them. They laughed and celebrated their familial connection, realizing once again that “so much
more connects us than divides us.” For a too-brief moment, they were no longer ideological rivals. They were brothers who
loved each other. And as they bonded with true love, Avraham, Yitzchok, and Yaakov, who were just a few yards away,
smiled and nodded their heads in approval. And Moshiach’s footsteps came closer and closer... (Rabbi R. Y. Eisenman, Olami Resources)  
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" /// lmrt lu,c lk khsc, ohrg auka(c-yh)
llllyyyynnnn: While taking care of an errand late one night, Moshe
rounded a corner a little too fast and his side-view mirror hit an
old man walking on the side of the road. Unfortunately, the
man did not survive the fall. Moshe was arrested and found
guilty of unintentional manslaughter, for which the court ruled
that he must go into exile; to an yken rhg - a city of refuge.
    A little city in the tzafon (north), consisting of just a few
thousand people, became Moshe’s new home. Things were
far from pleasant. If he ever needed anything from the big
supermarket in the neighboring city, well, he just had to ask a
friend to get it for him. He could not leave. No vacations. No
weddings. No traveling. Nothing outside the city exits.
Moshe did succeed, however, in procuring a job working
remotely, but life just became vanilla after a while.
   Actually, there were a few fellows like Moshe living in the

 

city. Feeling their shared pain, a volunteer from another town
came every week to “cheer” them up. Every Thursday night,
an older woman came with herring, cholent, kugel and
everything else that goes along with it. A true erev Shabbos
feast. So at least they had something to look forward to every
week. Such was the life of someone who killed another Jew
by accident, during the times of the Beis HaMikdash!  
llllyyyynnnnpppp: Chazal tell us that a person who was forced into exile
had to stay there until the Kohen Gadol died. Therefore, his
mother would bring food so that those exiled wouldn’t pray
for the death of her son. Obviously, a little cholent once a
week would not stop the miserable exiles from praying.
However, since they did have somewhat of an excitement
from her food to look forward to, their prayers would not
come from the depths of their heart. This is what she
accomplished. A prayer that is not one hundred percent
sincere, cannot penetrate the high heavens!

    In this week’s Haftorah, Yirmiyahu HaNavi describes Klal
Yisroel’s adverse actions that set them on a path of devastation
and the destruction of Yerushalayim and the Bais HaMikdash.
Interestingly, in his prophecy, Yirmiyahu declares, “They
went after futility and themselves became futile.”
   Rabbi Dr. Mendel Hirsch zt”l quotes in the name of his
father, R’ Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”l, this declaration
of Yirmiyahu is from the shortest descriptions of what
occurred to the Jewish Nation throughout the generations. It
is meant to serve as a profound lesson for the future that no
matter what a person does in life, the single most important
thing is for him to be productive. Jewish and non-Jewish
alike, in old and modern times. The aims and goals we must

strive for are to be productive in our lives. For Klal Yisroel
this means engaging in Torah, Avodah, and Chessed, while
for gentiles it has an entirely different meaning. Nevertheless,
Yirmiyahu’s terse message is to never fall into futility.
   Rav Hirsch explains that it is true to say that the draw
towards idol-worship was practically impossible to ignore,
nevertheless, the problem was that even though they may
have accidentally slipped into the futility of idol-worship
through enticement, they ended up embracing it entirely
making themselves complicit, and by extension, futile.
   Taking note of their faults, it is important for us to
remember that no matter how many times a person sins, he
always has the choice to get himself back up and repent.
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