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BEFORE

YOU SPEAK

You see it with your own eyes — one Jew causing another Jew damage.
You know just who to bring into the situation to help. Is there
anything else you need to know before you speak up?

T H E

DILEMMA

ryeh sees Boruch, a teenaged driver
A with an aggressive personality, knock

down Chaim’s mailbox as he makes
a U-turn on the block. The boy peeks out his
car window at the damage and then drives

away.

Knowing that Boruch already has a difficult
relationship with his parents, Aryeh decides
to get Boruch’s older married brother
involved. Is he permitted to tell the brother
what Boruch did?

T H E

HALACHAH

e can speak only
if he meets the
following seven

conditions: He witnessed
the incident firsthand and
accurately; the loss is
one for which halachah
provides redress; he

has first tried to speak

to Boruch himself; he
doesn’t exaggerate what
he witnessed; he only
wants to redress the
wrong, not to get Boruch
in trouble; there’s no
other way to redress the
wrong; and the report
won’t cost Boruch more
than a beis din would
require him to pay.

Sefer Chofetz Chaim,
Hilchos Loshon Hora 10:2

Reviewed by Rabbi Moshe Mordechai Lowy. For discussion only; actual halachic decisions should
be made by a rav or halachic expert on a case-by-case basis.

To connect with our neshamos and
with Hashem, we need time to think.
However, our yetzer hara keeps us
running from one activity to the next,
allowing us to convince ourselves that
we're being amazingly productive
when in fact we are deadening the
most important capacity we have — the
capacity for growth.

As we fast on Shivah Asar b’ Tammuz,
let us take the time to realize that if
we want to break free of this bitter-

long galus, we need to stop running,
start thinking, start connecting,
start growing —and before long we
will be ready to be free once more. In
Yerushalayim Habenuyah.

FOR QUESTIONS AND
COMMENTS, EMAIL

Shabbosmenu@cchfglobal.org

of reeds cannot be broken easily,
but taken
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even a child
can break them!”

— Tanchuma, Nitzavim
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ehudah possessed a fine piece of ﬁmmce

Judaica. He entrusted its care and

safekeeping to his son Yaakov, Q I

and Yaakov fulfilled his duties to A DONE DE
perfection. As Yaakov grew old, his children

took over the maintenance of this precious
possession.

Chaim came to a realization: He had to have more learning in his day. But what could he learn?
His only available time was early in the morning, and at that time of day his mind was too fuzzy
to tackle a Gemara. He had always wanted to know more about Tanach, and so he decided to

At a ripe old age, Yaakov passed on. His make this his project.

children felt that since their family had been
the keepers of this precious heirloom, it should
rightfully pass into their possession. They
sought the advice of a Rav who concurred,
based on the details they provided, that they
had a right to the heirloom.

He went to the Judaica store during his lunch hour and found just the sefarim and commentaries
he wanted. “Tomorrow morning, I begin,” he said to himself.

Morning came, his alarm clock rang a half-hour earlier than usual, and his hand reached out
instinctively to slam down the snooze button. But as he burrowed back into his pillow, he
pictured his new sefarim sitting on the table waiting for him, their shiny gold lettering glinting

in the morning sun. He got out of bed, dressed, and settled down in the quiet of the morning to
At that point, Yaakov’s children decided, dig into his new learning project.

without consulting Uncle Shlomo, their father’s
one remaining sibling, or any of the cousins,
that they would sell the piece. A dealer in rare
Judaica bought if from them for a six-figure
amount.

The yetzer hara loves new projects and moments of inspiration. That's the perfect time
for him to convince us that we’ve bitten off more than we can chew, or that the person
we want to help doesn’t deserve it, or that we’ll end up doing more harm than good.
Avraham Avinu taught us how to short-circuit
this sabotage; it is the exact strategy Chaim in our
When the cousins found out about the sale scenario pursued.

they were enraged. Even if Yaakov’s children
did have ownership rights, why could they not .
have given the cousins a chance to purchase intended goal. On the day that Avraham was to 7_{T " PROGRAM

: o ; sacrifice Yitzchak, the Torah tells us, he “awoke
the piece and keep it in the family? Why had early” and “split the wood for the offering.”
they not consulted Shlomo?

He knew that the more he invested in fulfilling
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The family erupted. The outraged cousins Hashem'’s command, the less space he left for the

referred to Yaakov'’s children as “robbers” yetzer hara’s arguments. Chaim too took action: He

and “a gang of thieves.” Shlomo, an elderly prepared his learning materials in advance and set

man, watched sadly as the family his father his alarm. He would only disappoint himself if he 7

had proudly established devolved into warring failed to follow through. ' LOCAL
factions. This is the strategy we can use to ensure that all SPONSORSHIP:
One day, he decided to call an end to it. He our good intentions become reality. The more steps $1 80
looked at his children and said softly, “| don’t we take, the more our inspiration becomes a “done

care if Yaakov's family received millions of deal” in our minds. Sponsor this event as a

zechus for a loved one.

Call 845-352-3505 ext 113

dollars for this heirloom. Shalom in the family
is the most important thing in this world. No
money can ever replace the value of shalom! What are some other strategies to to prevent us from
giving up, or even failing to start, a new initiative?

TALK ABOUT IT

“I declare,” he said firmly, “as the last remaining
member of the (original) family, that | am fully
mochel my

nephews want to hear anything more
who ; I_ B P B I | 2 | | \/ ‘ about this subject, nor do | want

BATTLE THAT WASN’T to d/scuss' it anymon.-:‘!"

“And,” said the cousin who told
(TRUE STORY WITH FICTITIOUS NAMES) this story, “so it was.”

sold this precious With this one selfless, far-sighted declaration, OUR MISSI

heirloom. This is Shlomo taught his children that peace has no price- at the Chofetz Chaim Heritage
so that shalom Foundation is to inspire Jews around

will prevail in tag. It.could not have been clgarer: Wh(_an they let 90 the world to grasp the Iife-enhancing
c of their grudge, Hashem repaid them with something ift of shmiras haloshon. ahavas
our family at all g  anava
times. | don’t much better. Yisrael, and shalom, and to provide
’ As heard from a CCHF Shalom Challenge2 participant easy access to a wide array of options

designed to spark personal growth.
TALK ABOUT IT ;

4,000 Tiferes
What gave Shlomo the power to end the machlokes? members
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