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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

"NYMYN 924 1" - Selected Halachos of Shemita (2)
Shemitas Kesafim. Last week we discussed the need for
anybody who is owed money to write a Pruzbul document
prepared before the year is over. Otherwise, his debt might be
canceled according to the details of the debt and when payment
is due. Pruzbul came about because in the days of the Tannaim,
Hillel saw that people were transgressing a Torah prohibition in
Parshas Re’eh (1) where it says that one may not refrain from
lending money when the end of Shemita is close, out of fear that
Shemita will cancel his debt. People were transgressing this
aveira, and to stop that from happening, Hillel instituted a way
that a person can lend and still legally collect his debt. He does
this by transferring the debt over to Beis Din.

Ideal Time. Pruzbul only works on debt that came about before
the Pruzbul is made and Erev Rosh Hashana after Hataras
Nedarim, when groups of four men gather in shul, is the ideal
time to make the Pruzbul. If on that day, he will be asked for a
loan, he can schedule the payment date for after Rosh Hashana
and it will not be canceled when the day expires.
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Procedure. The creditor stands in front of the other three sitting
men who form the amateur Beis Din. He says to them, »7om"
"NNINY YYD NDRY Y W 1N 95 057 - which translates to, “7
give over to you all my debts so that I should be able to collect
them whenever I want.” Most shuls will have copies of the
document, dated 29 Elul 5782. The document states: “We were
sitting together as a Beis Din and (Ploni Ben Ploni) came in front
of us and said, “.......... " We have heard his declaration and have
empowered him to collect all his debts whenever he desires.”

The mechanics of Pruzbul is that the Torah prohibition of
collecting such debt falls on the creditor, but not on Beis Din. The
declaration, with the power of Hillel's decree, hands over the debt
to Beis Din even though no act of acquisition was actually made.
Details. Once the debt is given over to Beis Din, the next Shemita
will not cancel the debt and if he didn’t lend any more money, he
will not need another Pruzbul for the next Shemita. According to
most Poskim, Pruzbul can be done at night, and is permissible
even if the “judges” are relatives to the creditor or borrower.
However, the three should not be relatives to each other. )
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"wiama e 1ata0 58 1aran” - The Gemara brings a beraisa that explains the reason we prevent someone from giving away more than a fifth
of his assets to Tzedaka [>"w], is to ensure that he himself doesn't ultimately become poor & n»125 70, The X' [wn N paskens
that even for a m12y mx0 one may not be vavan more than a fifth of his worth, but only for a nwy mxn; for a nwyn x5 one must give up all
his money not to be oiver. In Haon Mmva [ow], the n'n brings the Gemara [v> YWy TP that discusses a case where one owns only 5 oy>o
& needs to do yan y»7a on his son & on himself. Who is first? The n'n says this seems to be contrary to what we just learned, if he only has 5
oo to his name he shouldn’t be 2 to spend it all on the mitzvah? w™y. The n'n ['5 ,2"n Ton nanx] brings from the n¥apn noow
that this min does not apply to distributing one’s money for nnn nizwnin & one may even donate more than a fifth of his worth. Since the
giver shares in the nmmn w5 of the receiver, it is mutar. Furthermore, if one is anyway spending money on frivolous & unnecessary items,
this rule does not apply to him either. m>xa w»y. The ppoYs 9" 0 175 Yo N'n v asks why is one patur to spend more than a fifth on
npx like nmn mpynin because if one withholds tzedakah he is oiver the Lav of N X5 (m»93x 1T :01n 9y "o py) & we know that for
a Lavthis Takana does not apply? He answers that in this case the Lav s only a n-nw for the nwy, so if there is no nwy, there is no wo.

In Sefer X9»X PO99N [V 1y N2V HIY] they asked 'St ypLP o»N 4 the following: the BN AN Y0 says o p"o N NN if one is
traveling in the 20 with a caravan & is overtaken by bandits, if he is concerned that all his money will be stolen & he will be left with nothing,
this is considered way npra & itis maw nnvT. If so, how can the X" say one must give up all his money not to be oiver a wb, by doing so
he will be bankrupt & in mwa) M>©? o»n 3 answered that while the mn does not apply by a n"> & one must be yavan more, he must still
leave over money for himself to live on, in order not to be in the s of y'o. Itis brought 'vap "© N9 ey 1] that someone once came and
asked (P>MNO0) o»n ', if N HY2 NY9is a M, one should not have to be vavan more than a fifth to pay back a loan? o»n " answered
that when he is being vavan his money to pay back the loan, he is not spending his money, but rather he is just returning the lender’s money!

It says in Mishlei 'v-"1] "nyon nap ,inon TpwNa". The Xy jan explains, if need be, spend all your money to acquire nnon (nwn). Maybe
this is why when Yy 950 eamed 1 yav [0 8] he sent half of it home for living expenses & the other (much more than a fifth) he used
for entry into the w30 12, The ©"wn yw9a here on our amud, brings the sy that this is really a s»on nwnd nabn, but it was forgotten over

time until it was reestablished again in x¢. ﬂ@ﬂN mgﬂ N mm —1”23“; ’;,: ::ﬂ,;,;,? ;;z,:;, \2 f,; “,3:‘3:?:;1,
R’ Nosson Meir Wachtfogel z¢+”’l (Leket Reshimos) said:

“o1n 9a8MY20 N P - Rashi quotes the Sifri in the name of Rav Shimon ben Azai: ‘If regarding blood, which is easy
to watch out for since a person has no desire for it, [the Torah] needed to strengthen you with its admonition, how much
more so [must one strengthen oneself] for all other mitzvos.” The message here is that one needs strength even to do easy
mitzvos. One needs to be passionate and strong even about these ‘easy’ mitzvos lest one’s lack of passion lead him to sin.”
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A beggar once came to the door of a young Jewish couple, who were recently married. Just minutes before, the husband
and wife had sat down to their noonday meal. The husband, a wealthy merchant, closed his business every day at noon and
returned home for a sumptuous lunch. Prepared with love and care, his wife always tried to make his lunch break as pleasant
as possible before he returned to work. The couple had not been married long, and in truth, they did not know much about
each other’s past. The husband hadn’t been born into a wealthy home, but he was a modest and kindly man. All the wife
knew for sure was that her husband had once been a poor man, but the wheel of fortune had turned and he was now the
proprietor of a successful business. Yet despite his newfound riches, the husband had continued to lead a simple life. Generous
and giving, the memory of his own misfortune drove him to dispense Tzedakah liberally to anyone who asked for help.

The knock on the door that day had been nothing out of the ordinary. Poor people were always coming to ask for a
donation, and those collecting money for a good cause knew they would be well received. But this time, the voice on the other
side of the door had been especially pitiful. “Please, please have pity on a poor Jew,” the pauper had pleaded desperately. “It’s
been days since I’ ve had anything to eat. Please give me a crust of bread. I ask for nothing more.”

The sound of that tormented voice had immediately reminded the husband of his own past suffering, and his appetite had

fled. Without hesitation, he told his wife to invite the beggar in and give him his entire plate of food. Happily surprised, the &

beggar ran straight to the table and quickly devoured the meal, the whole time thanking and blessing his benefactors.

After the man had left their home, the husband was surprised to see how agitated his wife had become. But why was she so
upset? He knew she was a generous soul, so it couldn’t be the food that he had given away.

In response to his gentle questioning the wife broke down. “I’'m sorry,” she apologized, “but I was suddenly reminded of
my former life in Cairo, Egypt, before I was married to you. Like you, my first husband was a very rich man, and I also used
to cook for him the most delicious meals. He, too, would close his store and come home for lunch.

“Hashem blessed my husband with great wealth, and his business dealings were very successful. Unfortunately, my
husband had one bad character trait that ruined his life: he was extremely stingy. He was so unwilling to help the poor that he
forbade me to give them food or drink if they came to the door. It bothered me very much, but I wanted to preserve peace in
the home and obeyed his wishes. Eventually we earned a reputation for being miserly. Beggars would cross the street rather
than knock on our door. It pained me greatly, but what could I do? I was trying to please my husband.” She stifled a cry.

“One day at lunchtime there was a knock on the door. I can still see my husband, having just taken his first bite of bread.
‘Who’s there?” he called out. ‘I am a poor Jew,” was the answer. ‘Please help me. I haven’t eaten in many days, and I am
about to expire from hunger.” This did not soften his heart. My husband had only become angry. ‘Go away!” he shouted at the
intruder who dared to interrupt his meal. “These impudent beggars won’t even let a person eat in peace...” He then slammed the
door in the poor man’s face. I burst into tears.” The wife looked stricken as she recalled the incident. “From that day on my
husband’s business began to falter. One loss followed another until all the money was gone. Even the house was lost to creditors,
and we were left with nothing. At that point my husband insisted that we divorce, and we each went our separate ways.”

The husband rushed to console his wife. But she insisted on finishing her story and explaining why she became so agitated.
“It was rumored that he had become a pauper and a beggar. I never saw my first husband again. That is, until today,” the
woman said. “Do you know who that poor man was who just left our house? It was my first husband!”

The husband’s eyes filled with tears. He too was moved to the depths of his soul. “As a matter of fact, my dear,” he replied, “I
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I saw a beautiful vort in the name of Hagaon Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv z¢”l. The Gemara (Kiddushin 29a) says that

"C, a father is obligated to teach his son Torah, as well as a profession, and some say he must also teach him how to swim. The

question arises: why is it imperative to teach one’s son aquatic skills more than teaching him to defend himself against

A8 attackers and bandits who may roam the streets? Isn’t this lesson just as important as knowing how to swim?

Rav Elyashiv explained that the term “swimming” connotes more than just floating. Even a log can stay afloat. Yet, it

M will still get swept away by the current and tossed to and fro. Swimming, on the other hand, entails going against the tide.

The Gemara is teaching us a deeper meaning in a father’s obligations to his child. A father must instill in his child the

© Y| keilim, the tools, needed not to just merely exist in life going, with the flow. Children must also be imbued with confidence
¥ 1 and the perseverance needed, not to succumb to peer pressure, but rather to swim against the current towards his correct

and proper destination in life, even if it means “swimming” against the popular and pervasive societal norms.
Klal Yisroel is likened to fish. "\ NN 2972 299 W' - Kosher fish must have both fins and scales. Scales are its outer

| protection, like the Torah is a protection to us and it is always protecting us. Fins are the limbs needed to enable a fish to
=& swim in any direction it chooses, even it must do so against the current. Whereas a fish that has no fins and scales and just

exists, floating along with no clear direction, moves to wherever the current sends it. That fish is deemed non-kosher.
May we all internalize this lesson, ensuring that our “fins and scales” are secure and intact, so that both we and our
children can, b’siyata d’shmaya, safely navigate today’s tidal waves at sea that are constantly threatening to engulf us.
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"G m: Two families, the Horowitzs and Itzkowitzs, made a
| shidduch with their children and the local townspeople could

hardly wait for the wedding. As the two wealthiest families

&1 in town, this was sure to be an event you didn’t want to miss!

Two weeks before the wedding, Mr. Horowitz receives an

(t urgent message that Mr. Itzkowitz’s factory just burned

down, and all his money was gone. Now he is not exactly the

% richest man in town anymore - to say the least. Shocked, Mr.

Horowitz didn’t waste a moment and hurried to the Rabbi’s

"G home. “The wedding is off,” he cried, “If Mr. Itzkowitz can’t
¥2%| pay his share of the deal, I can’t do such a shidduch!”

The Rabbi thought for a moment. “Okay, not a problem,” he

m‘ 5 replied, “but now is erev Shabbos. Come back after Shabbos

and we’ll discuss.” Well, if the Rabbi said it’s not a problem,

Immediately after Shabbos, Mr. Horowitz hurried to the
Rabbi’s home together with Mr. Itzkowitz to discuss the
details. After hearing both sides, the Rabbi declared: “Mr.
Horowitz should pay for both sides of the wedding!” Mr.
Horowitz was stumped. What kind of deal was this?

“Yes,” explained the Rabbi, with a great deal of patience.

“You have good luck - your factory didn’t burn down. Now
you should show some gratitude to Hashem that you can
afford the expenses and pay for the entire wedding!”
Ywns: The world is a cycle, explains the Kli Yakar. Some
people get rich while others remain poor; and then the tide
turns. Money disappears from wealthy families while the
more needy get rich. This is to stand as a constant reminder
for us that this world is only temporary - nothing lasts forever.
For this reason the Torah tells us that one should give readily
to charity and in return, Hashem will bless him and his
children. The tide will keep turning in his benefit.

"C, then he has nothing to worry about. Shabbos was relaxed.
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Moshe Rabbeinu tells Klal Yisroel, “Look, 1 am placing before you today a blessing and a curse.” Every moment of life is

recognized him. And I myself was the beggar he turned away from the door that fateful day...” (Adapted from L’Chayim Weekly Publication)
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"C, of us! We are all made up of two parts. The body is the curse since it is pulling us in the wrong direction. The body only wants

Since Shabbos falls out on Rosh Chodesh, the Haftorah
from the "NnoMYT Nyaw” is suspended and the Haftorah of
Shabbos Rosh Chodesh is read instead. In it, Yeshaya
HaNavi declares: “It will then come to pass that every Rosh
Chodesh and every Shabbos all mankind will come to bow
before Me, says Hashem.” But is it possible to say that every
single Shabbos and Rosh Chodesh each and every person
would come to the Bais HaMikdash to bow before Hashem?

R’ Avraham ben Meir, Ibn Ezra z¢”l explains that when
stating the above, Yeshaya HaNavi specifically used the
words "wTNa wIN »10" since the word "1 has nearly the
same meaning as the words "ny 531" which means whenever.
The Ibn Ezra brings a proof to his point by quoting the words

of the Navi which describes Elisha HaNavi’s frequent trips to
the city of Shunam by stating; ™12y > >™" - “... and
whenever he passed by” (Melachim II 4:8). By Elisha the
word 11" meant whenever and as such it is plausible to say
that Yeshaya’s statement had the same connotation.

R’ Chaim Kanievsky z#”’I therefore explains that Yeshaya

HaNavi surely meant that in the future when Mashiach NG
w¥% | situation as one of comfort vs. growth. When I am confronted with a dilemma, should I go or should I stay? Should I say it or

A not? What should I do? Whenever you find yourself asking this question, stop for a minute and ask yourself a different
,“ % | question: Is this the comfortable choice or not? Am I just doing what is easy for me or is it really a benefit? If not, then that is
‘| the wrong choice. It is the more difficult decision that will eventually lead you to growth.

comes and the Bais HaMikdash will once again be the
epicenter of the world, all of Klal Yisroel who will be living
in Eretz Yisroel and close to Yerushalayim, will make the trip
to the holy temple on Shabbos and Rosh Chodesh as often as
they can to bow before Hashem.

May he come speedily and in our days.

an opportunity. The same situation can be a blessing or it can be a curse! It all depends on what you choose to see. It is your
¥ ] attitude in life that will determine your altitude in life!

The Pele Yoetz gives us a fascinating understanding here. He explains that the “blessing” and the “curse” are located inside

physical pleasure and material gain. It wants comfort and pleasure and those who are governed by their bodies are really living

3 ;‘”m} a life of “curse.” They are missing the whole purpose of real LIFE! The body, however, is the only possible casement for the

neshama. The neshama can only thrive in a body and a body can only function with a neshama. They need each other! And we

=) need them both - in order to test us. So that we can get schar and reward in this world for making the right choice. Every
g% | moment can be utilized for beracha or chas v’shalom, for klala - a curse. It all depends on what we choose to LIVE for.

R’ Noach Weinberg zt”’l would often say that the way to determine if we are making the right choice is by viewing every

Growth is beracha! We have all come here for the purpose of growing and becoming closer to Hashem. The only way that

| will happen, however, is with hard work. By taking the easy way out, we will achieve the opposite of true blessing, r”L.




