Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Re'eh - Elul 5782
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

The Fascinating Connection between
the Month of Elul and Eliyahu HaNavi

This coming Shabbas Kodesh, on which we will read
parshas Re’eh, is Rosh Chodesh Elul. Itbehooves us to consider
the incredible chesed HKB”H performs annually on behalf of
his beloved children, the people of Yisrael, by designating a
special month for the performance of teshuvah. It allows us
to make amends for all of our sins and iniquities of the past
year in preparation for the High Holidays in Tishrei. At that
time, all living creatures pass before HKB”H in judgment and
are held accountable for their deeds of the past year. The
High Holidays culminate with the holiest day of the year, Yom
Kippur. If we perform proper, sincere teshuvah, it is a day of
forgiveness and atonement.

We find no depiction more moving or more awe-inspiring
than that of the divine poet Rabbi Amnon of Mainz, ztz"l. In his
poetic prayer U’'Netaneh Tokef, which he formulated on his
deathbed, he depicts the harsh judgment we must all endure
during these holy days:
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On Rosh HaShanah you will be inscribed and on Yom
Kippur you will be sealed; how many will pass from the
earth and how many will be born; who will live and who
will die; who will die at his predestined time and who
will die before that time; who by water and who by fire;
who by sword and who by beast; who by famine and
who by thirst; who by storm and who by plague; who by

suffocation and who by stoning; who will rest and who
will wander; who will live in harmony and who will be
harried; who will enjoy tranquility and who will suffer;
who will be impoverished and who will become wealthy;
who will be degraded and who will be uplifted.

When we consider all of the tragic events of the past
year, knowing and believing sincerely that they were all
predetermined at the start of the year, whose heart will not
shudder at this time. This applies even to the consummate
tzaddik. For, in the words of the wisest of all men (Koheles 7,
20): "sur K'71310 PP WK YIN2 P PR 2R 20"—for there is no
man so wholly righteous on earth that he always does good
and never sins. All the more so, should simple people like us
tremble with fear in anticipation of the Day of Judgment.

Therefore, in His infinite mercy and kindness, HKB”"H
gives us the month of Elul, at the end of the year, to focus on
teshuvah. With this month of preparation, we can reach and
complete the lofty level of teshuvah required of us during the
ten days of teshuvah—Aseres Yimei Teshuvah—extending
from Rosh HaShanah to Yom Kippur. In this merit, we will be
inscribed and sealed for good for the year to come.

The Name Gad Alludes to the Month of Elul

In this essay, we wish to focus on the choice of the Almighty
to specifically designate the month of Elul as the month of
teshuvah. Clearly, it makes perfect sense, since it is at the
end of the year and precedes the days of judgment of Tishrei.
Nevertheless, it is not mere circumstance; HKB”H assigned
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each month a unique purpose and character. For instance, the
month of Nissan is the optimal, designated time for geulah.
In the words of the Gemara (R.H. 11a): 11ony yo%21 19821 10°12”
"sxav—in Nissan they were redeemed and in Nissan they
are destined to be redeemed again. Thus, it behooves us to
explore the deeper connection between the month of Elul and
the mitzvah of teshuvah.

We will begin to shed some light on the subject by referring
to the teachings of the Bnei Yissaschar (Elul 1, 8). He writes
that the month of Elul aligns with the tribe of Gad. This is
consistent with the assertion of the Sha’arei Orah (5) that the
twelve months of the calendar year—beginning with Nissan and
ending with Adar—align with the arrangement of the banners
and encampments of the twelve tribes in the midbar. The first
three months of the year—Nissan, Iyar, Sivan—align with the
first banner representing the tribes of Yehudah, Yissachar, and
Zevulun. The next three months—Tamuz, Av, and Elul—align
with the second banner representing the tribes of Reuven,
Shimon, and Gad. The next three months—Nissan, Cheshvan,
and Kislev—align with the third banner representing the tribes
of Ephraim, Menashe, and Binyamin. The last three months—
Teves, Shevat, and Adar—align with the fourth banner
representing the tribes of Dan, Asher, and Naftali.

According to this scheme, the month of Elul aligns with the
tribe of Gad—the third shevet on the second banner. In a similar
vein, Rabbi Tzadok HaKohen, zy”a, writes in Pri Tzaddik (Rosh
Chodesh Elul 3): The holy Ari, who viewed the twelve months
as corresponding to the twelve shevatim, considered the
month of Elul to correspond to Shevet Gad.

To reinforce this connection, we can suggest that this
alluded to very nicely in the passuk related to the birth of Gad
(Bereishis 30, 9): 1nn1 nnnaw nabr Ax npnt ntyn Ty 0o Ry xan
NPT K3 ARY 9ARDT,12 27905 RS nraw fabr 1ont, 1KY apyeY nIR
11 1mw nk When Leah saw that she stopped giving birth,
she took Zilpah her maidservant and gave her to Yaakov
as a wife. Zilpah, Leah’s maidservant, bore Yaakov a son.
Leah said, “Good fortune has come!” and she named him
Gad. Now, according to tradition, the word "132” is written as
a single word, but it is read as two words--"11 83",

Rashi comments: "3 x3"—this means that a good sign
has come... According to an aggadic Midrash, these words
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imply that he was born circumcised . . . but I do not know
why it is written as one word. Alternatively, why is it
read as one word? Because it can be interpreted to mean
“you betrayed me by lying with my maidservant” ... The
commentaries are baffled by this latter comment. It seems
inconceivable that Leah Imeinu would have blamed Yaakov for
betraying her; after all, it was her suggestion that Yaakov try to
conceive a child with Zilpah. As it is written: “She took Zilpah
her maidservant and gave her to Yaakov as a wife.”

7”1 Is an Acronym for 0°5’1 Ynra Signifying that
HKB"”H Accepts the Teshuvah of a Sinner

It appears that we can provide a reasonable explanation
by introducing what Rabbi Menachem Mendel of Vizhnitz,
ztz"l, writes in Tzemach Tzaddik (Elul). He also points out
that the month of Elul aligns with the shevet of Gad according
to the order and arrangement of the banners. This is because
it is the time designated for teshuvah, to make amends for
all of the wrongdoings one committed during the entire
past year. Despite these wrongdoings, HKB”H, in his infinite
This
is alluded to by the name =”a which is an acronym for Ynara
o1 (loosely translated: assisting or rehabilitating the lowly
and downtrodden). In other words, HKB”H treats the lowly

mercy and kindness, accepts a person’s teshuvah.

sinners with undue kindness. We acknowledge this in our
Selichot prayers: ":n>7 1apa= p*was1 p°v1>"—as paupers and
beggars do we knock at Your doors.

In this light, we can comprehend the pronouncement of
Leah Imeinu. She foresaw via “ruach hakodesh” that Yisrael
would be provided a month of teshuvah in the merit of Shevet
Gad. Hence, she hinted to this by saying "a3”, which has two
meanings. As itis written--"133"-it connotes betrayal, alluding
to Jews, chas v’shalom, who have sinned against Hashem. As
it is read-- "3 x2"-it alludes to the arrival of the month of Elul,
a month of good fortune. As explained, Elul aligns with the
tribe of Gad, the month in which HKB”H is "%t %nra -in which
He treats penitents—those who perform sincere teshuvah—
with divine mercy and leniency.

With this understanding, we can clarify Rashi’s comment
very nicely: 13 x2”—this means that a good sign has come.
Gad has a greater association with “mazal tov” than any of the
other tribes. In his writings, the Bnei Yissaschar (Elul 1, 3)
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interprets the passuk (Mishlei 18, 22): pa% 21 xxn nwx Rxn”
" 11¥1—one who has found a wife, has found goodness,
and has brought forth favor from Hashem. He writes
that this passuk alludes to the month of Elul, whose zodiac
sign—"“mazal”—is Virgo, a woman. So, the passuk is saying
that when a Jew reaches the month of Elul, represented by
a virtuous woman, he can begin to discern how to behave
properly and what wrongdoings require making amends
via teshuvah. By doing so, he will bring forth favor from
Hashem, Who desires the teshuvah of Yisrael in Elul.

This is implied by Rashi’s comment: "1 x2”—when the
month aligning with Gad comes, ">t Yara—HKB”H accepts
the lowly sinners back into good standing via teshuvah. And
he adds: 21 Y1 83”—in the merit of Gad, whose “mazal” is
Virgo, it is like finding a virtuous woman and understanding
what it means to be good.

I would also like to propose an explanation for Rashi’s
explanation based on the aggadic Midrash that Gad was born
circumcised. The implication is that Gad was the only one
of the shevatim that was born circumcised, and this is what
prompted Leah to name him Gad. Let us refer to the Ba’al
HaTurim (Nitzavim). He finds an allusion to the month of Elul
in the following passuk (Devarim 30, 6): 733% nx TpYR 1 bar
"qwan Yoa1 7335 Yo3 PUpbR ' AR nanKy qyar 22 naxi—Hashem,
your G-d, will circumcise your heart and the heart of
your offspring, to love Hashem, your G-d, with all your
heart and with all your soul. The first letters of the words
22"y nR’1 732’y rR--spell Y"oxR--alluding to the fact that HKB”H
circumcises the hearts of Yisrael during the month of Elul to
rid them of the negative influence of the yetzer hara, enabling
them to perform teshuvah and serve Hashem with a pure
heart. Accordingly, we can posit that HKB”H arranged for Gad
to be born circumcised as a symbolic gesture to the fact that
in the future, HKB”H would circumcise the hearts of Yisrael in
the month of Elul aligned with Shevet Gad to arouse them to
perform teshuvah.

"1a 82" Alludes to the Coming
of Eliyahu HaNavi from Shevet Gad

Following this line of reasoning, we will proceed to
explain why HKB”H chose the month aligned with Shevet
Gad specifically to be the month of teshuvah. They expound
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in the Midrash (B.R. 71, 9): =1a% 7nyw " X3 .72 82 RS 2n8n”
JAYR @t ,measts Aty Ywonenwn Leah’s pronouncement
indicates that she foresaw the coming of Eliyahu HaNavi,
who descended from Shevet Gad, and that he was destined to
uproot the foundations of the idolatrous nations of the world.
The Midrash proves that Eliyahu was from Shevet Gad from
the passuk (Melachim [ 17, 1): "1p%a sawinn »3wn 1mYs msn"—
Eliyahu the Tishbite, a resident of Gilad, said ...” We know
from another passuk in the Navi (Yehoshua 13, 25) that Gilad

was located in the territory of Gad.

This is somewhat problematic, however, since other
references suggest that Eliyahu HaNavi was actually a kohen.
For, as we know, he was Pinchas ben Elazar whom HKB”H
promised an everlasting covenant of “shalom.” Let us refer to
the passuk (Bamidbar 25, 11): nX 2%t 11157 19718 12 219X 12 orive”
SNRIPE TRAW? 13 AR 1YY RY1 051N NIRIP AR IR DR 212 Yyn nan
atvw na nR Yo R 195 Pinchas the son of Elazar,
the son of Aharon HaKohen, turned back My wrath from
upon Bnei Yisrael, when he zealously avenged Me among
them; so, I did not consume Bnei Yisrael in My vengeance.
Therefore, say: Behold! I give him My covenant of peace.
The Targum YoNasan provides the following interpretation: nx”
RRDYY o @Y NDRA [1929TAPNT BYY M 1Y Y a1 NaRT DY Uneaa
SR 1o ’nba Rawany 1 will establish My peace covenant
with him by making him a living angel (messenger) who
will live for all eternity; he will be the one to announce the
geulah at the end of time.

Similarly, we learn in the Midrash (Yalkut Shimoni Pinchas):
Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish said: Pinchas is Eliyahu! HKB"H
said to him: You established peace between Yisrael and
Me in Olam HaZeh; so, too, le’asid la’vo you will be the one
to establish peace between Me and My children. As it says
(Malachi 3, 23): “Behold, I send you Eliyahu HaNavi before
the coming of the great and awesome day of Hashem. And
he will turn back the hearts of fathers with their sons
and the hearts of sons with their fathers.” This seems to
contradict the contention of the Midrash above that Eliyahu
HaNavi was from Shevet Gad.

the Arizal, addresses this

contradiction in Sha’ar HaGilgulim (Intro. 32).

Our master, apparent
In his own
sacred, prophetic way, he reveals that both claims are correct,

because Eliyahu HaNavi possessed two neshamos. His original
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neshamah was that of Pinchas ben Elazar, who was a kohen.
Subsequently, a new, additional neshamah was given to him, a
neshamah stemming from Gad. Hence, he is also described as
“Eliyahu HaTishbi, a resident of Gilad.”

Eliyahu HaNavi Offers the Daily Korban Tamid
in the Beis HaMikdash Even Today

In this manner, we will establish an intriguing connection
between the month of Elul and Eliyahu HaNavi, a descendant
of Shevet Gad. Let us introduce a fascinating passage from
the Midrash (Yalkut Shimoni Pinchas) related to the passuk
(Bamidbar 25, 13): XbR qnR1KY HR=w? 23 5y 12051, 98 w2 135y n50”
JRITIAM PR TP 98571 TR KUK 1 RS pwsy 1pw a3 The passuk
does not state that he atoned for Bnei Yisrael in the past but
implies that he continues to do so until this very day. In fact,
he will continue to do so until the resurrection of the dead.

To make sense of this Midrash, we will present a fantastic
chiddush from the divine kabbalist,the Rama of Pano, in Asarah
Ma’amaros. He claims that even today, after the destruction of
the Beis HaMikdash, Eliyahu HaNavi, who is a kohen, stands
in the Beis HaMikdash and sacrifices the daily Tamid offerings
as prescribed—one lamb in the morning and a second lamb in
the evening. This coincides with the teaching in the Mishnah
(Megillah 28a) based on the passuk (Vayikra 26, 31): *nmwmr”
"PanIY ws AR e eswpn nk—“and I shall make your
sanctuaries desolate,” implies that they (sanctuaries and
synagogues) retain their kedushah even when they are
desolate (in ruins). Elsewhere, we are taught (ibid. 10a): anx”
MITMRT WITPY 18R L3 PRY " DY AR PRmpRw nynw e 0an
UR1aY TRy et anywy e And Rabbi Yehoshua said: 1
heard (from my teachers) that we may offer korbanos (at
the site of the Mikdash) even though there is no sanctuary
building standing . . . because the initial kedushah (of
Yerushalayim and the Mikdash) sanctified for its time and
for all future time to come. Hence, it stands to reason that
even at the present time, in the aftermath of the churban,
Eliyahu HaNavi still stands at the site of the Beis HaMikdash
and offers the korban Tamids.

Regarding this phenomenon, we find an extraordinary
story in the Yitav Lev (Emor). After presenting the assertion
of the Asarah Ma’amaros—that even after the churban,
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Eliyahu HaNavi, who is Pinchas, a descendant of Aharon
HaKohen, continues to offer the daily korban Tamid—he
writes the following: 1 heard from my teacher of blessed
memory, the author of the Yismach Moshe, that once, after
he finished davening Shemoneh Esreh, he decided to pray to
actually witness this phenomenon described in the Asarah
Ma’amaros. Immediately afterwards, he prayed for this to
happen, and Hashem granted his request. He witnessed
firsthand Eliyahu dressed in the priestly garments offering

the korban Tamid.

Clearly, this illuminates for us the meaning of the Midrash
that Pinchas, who is Eliyahu, continues to provide atonement
for Yisrael even today and will continue to do so until the
resurrection of the dead. It is referring to the daily korban
Tamid offerings that Eliyahu sacrifices at the site of the Beis
HaMikdash even after the churban. This is the atonement he
continues to provide. This interpretation can be substantiated
by the following Midrash Tanchuma (Pinchas 13): 1% &% o¥1yn”
S99 wyaw Rty B 1a5n anw Yw T, 780, 1y 11021 Y wIea nTR
s Wy nuty by aash miaayn pa Yw han A person never
stayed overnight in Yerushalayim with an outstanding
transgression. How so? The morning “tamid” atoned for
the transgressions committed during the night; while the
evening “tamid” atoned for the transgressions committed
during the day. Evidently, sacrificing the korban Tamid
provides atonement for Yisrael.

Eliyahu HaNavi Instills Thoughts of Teshuvah
in Every Jew Even in Galus

Let us embellish this idea that Eliyahu continues to provide
atonement for Yisrael even in galus until the resurrection of the
dead. Regarding the future geulah, Malachi prophesies: “Behold,
I send you Eliyahu HaNavi before the coming of the greatand
awesome day of Hashem. And he will turn back the hearts
of fathers with their sons and the hearts of sons with their
fathers.”

fathers to HKB"H by means of the sons. He will persuade

Rashi comments: He will return the hearts of the

the sons lovingly to encourage their fathers to embrace the
ways of Hashem. Similarly, he will persuade the fathers
to influence the sons (to return to HKB”H). In other words,
Eliyahu’s task is to ensure that all of Yisrael perform absolute
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teshuvah, returning to their Father in Heaven in preparation for
the complete geulah. As we learn in the Gemara (Yoma 86b):
"M9INRAT NN NvEnw atwn avr—the merit of teshuvah is so
great that it brings about the geulah.

We find a tremendous chiddush pertaining to this subject
in the sacred teachings of the Ma’or Einayim (Pinchas). He
asserts that Eliyahu HaNavi influences us to awaken and
perform teshuvah while we are still in galus. Accordingly,
he interprets HKB”H’s declaration as follows: miw »sax mam”
75 @1 X132 2189 K03 1R nx eob—He does not say “I will send
them,” in the future tense, but rather “I am sending them,” in
the present tense. This implies that HKB”H sends us Eliyahu
HaNavi on a continual basis while we are yet in galus to arouse
us to perform teshuvah. Hence, He emphasizes: 't 1 812 »2085"
"x=13m1 911an—that this is occurring even prior to the geulah.
Then, the Ma’or Einayim adds a wonderful insight: In truth,
the yearning of Yisrael, the worshippers of Hashem, to
their Father in Heaven is exclusively due to the influence
of Eliyahu, who is the herald for all things.

We have now achieved a deeper appreciation of the
Midrash: 92571 KYx amR2 XY DRAw? "3 Yy 22051 Yxaw 22 By 1asn”
J'BUn|n W Ty aasnt Ty KRN i KRS pwoy 1w (The passuk
does not state that he atoned for Bnei Yisrael in the past
but implies that he continues to do so until this very day.
In fact, he will continue to do so until the resurrection of
the dead.) According to the Ma'or Einayim, HKB”H sends
Eliyahu HaNavi even in galus to stimulate Yisrael to perform
teshuvah. According to the Rama of Pano, Eliyahu HaNavi
continues to sacrifice the daily korban Tamid. Combining
these two insights, we can say that the korbanos offered by
Eliyahu are Yisrael’s stimulus to perform complete teshuvah.
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For, as we have learned, a person never stayed overnight in
Yerushalayim with an outstanding sin, since the morning and

afternoon Tamids provided atonement.

We have now been enlightened and have cause to rejoice!
We inquired why HKB”H specifically chose the month of Elul
aligning with the tribe of Gad as the month of teshuvah. We
explained that Eliyahu HaNavi is a descendant of Shevet Gad,
and he is the agent HKB”H assigned to bring Yisrael back to
their Father in Heaven in the future by stimulating them to
perform teshuvah. According to the Ma’or Einayim, Eliyahu
will not only fulfill this task in the future but does so even now
in galus. Therefore, in the month of Elul, in the month that
aligns with the shevet of Eliyah HaNavi, it is fitting that Eliyahu
HaNavi stimulates us to perform complete teshuvah.

Wenowhaveanamazinginterpretation ofthe pronouncement
of Leah Imeinu. She foresaw via her “ruach hakodesh” that in the
merit of Shevet Gad, from whom Eliyahu HaNavi would descend,
Yisrael would be given the month of Elul as a month of teshuvah.
She alluded to this magnificently with the word "™m=". As it is
written, it connotes betrayal, alluding to a Jew who betrays
Hashem, chas v’shalom, by sinning. The way it is read, however-
-3 R2"—alludes to the coming of Eliyahu HaNavi. For, they
expounded on this passuk in the Midrash: “The one has come
who is destined to uproot the foundations of the idolaters—
namely, Eliyahu.” She was telling us that he would arouse
Yisrael in the future to perform teshuvah in the month that aligns
with Gad, the month of Elul. In this manner, Yisrael would make
amends for betraying Hashem by performing complete, sincere
teshuvah which would hasten the arrival of the geulah—swiftly,

in our times! Amen.

To receive the mamarim by email: mamarim@shvileipinchas.com
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