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A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

"NYMYN 924 1M - Selected Halachos of Shemita (4)
Making a Pruzbul: A Minor Under Bar Mitzvah. The
Tumim (1) holds that since a minor is not obligated in mitzvos,
the laws of Shemita don't apply to him and if he lent money that
is halachically his money, he can collect after Shemita. Some
argue 2)and hold that apart from the mitzvos involved, there is an
automatic cancellation of debt (min HaTorah) which also
applies to the money owed to a minor. Others say that was also
the opinion of Rav Elyashiv z¢”’l. Therefore, if a minor is owed
money and he wants to collect, he should make a pruzbul. He or
she will have to personally come in front of a Beis Din and they
cannot appoint their parents to do this for them because there is a
rule 3)that a minor cannot appoint a messenger.

Minhag Bahgdad. The Ben Ish Chai @ brings a custom that
even people who wrote a pruzbul found a way to actually fulfill
the mitzvah of letting go of a debt after Shemita. After making
the pruzbul, they would lend somebody a small amount of
money and after Rosh Hashana of the new year, the borrower
would offer to pay and the creditor would say " VW' - T am
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Question on the Minhag. Most people don’t follow this minhag
and there might indeed be a question to be asked. A debt that is not
due till after Shemita is not included in the cancellation of debts ().
So the lender must mean he wants the debt paid back before
Shemita. So how does the borrower have the right to not pay back
sooner when he can? If he is relying on the giver, who doesn’t
really want it back now; then again it is not included in Shemita
cancellation of debts. This is not to argue on the Ben Ish Chai but to
bring out a delicate logic he must hold to answer the question.
Owning or Rights to Land. The Mishna () rules that a borrower
must have land or rights to land, for the creditor to be able to make
a pruzbul. Some say that Hillel only set up pruzbul on normal loans
(usually given to those who have land [y7p] as security for the
loan). Others say that by having land, the creditor has somewhat of
a “grip” to collect, similar to a mashkon loan, which is not affected
by Shemita since the creditor already has some form of payment in
his hands. A renter has rights to the land he rents. A boy in Yeshiva
is considered as having rights to the dormitory space he uses. Some
Poskim prefer that the Rosh Yeshiva should be asked to declare that

letting go of the debt. Even ladies would lend rolls to fulfill this. _each boy hag rights to his space ). To be continued next week.
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NTZ P DWNET NIN NI B - ND1 12 800 M left home after his wedding to learn for 12 years. When he came back, he went straight to
the bais medrash. His son roywix ' was there & they started talking in leaming. nan 2 not knowing this was his son, was impressed with his
Torah knowledge. When he came home, his son »oyen ™ walked in & xn ™ stood up for him. R* Chama'’s wife said, “Does a father stand
up for a son?” The ¥ X' "1 1'v] paskens that one stands for a oon even if he isn't a yiv but a young person. The 9"w & "o bring the
opY YW that this is even if the youngster "mxin 5555 win No". Later the y"w o] writes that if the father is a talmid of his son, each one
stands for the other. The N9 suggests that father & son should not live in close proximity to each other so they don't become lax in a5 for
each other. This is how the 3923071 0”971 was 1. The v'v elaborates that from the time o"n was "nov12 nbw”, he & his father were
never together. The 7'w brings the 0219 that argues on this & says a son always stands for his father & never vice versa, vy .

nwn N "o N ynn "] discusses leaving the family for long periods of time to learn in yeshiva. He brings our Gemara & says that we
see NN " left home & came back 12 years later. It seems he didn't know his wife was pregnant when he left, so his son couldn't have been
older than 12 & yet he stood up for this young boy. Thus, we see (like the VPS> ¥12w) that there is a Y7 of v even for such a young n'n.

The &9 [15 o "17] brings the " that one is not M in vax »ax > (grandfather). He says that the p™ i is ™ nn N7,
however, he says that ax 2% just comes before yax »ax 125 (the grandfather). The v brings ¢4 I'n ' ,wan] on the pasuk that apy
brought mna9p to "pny van poN" & it doesn’t mention wax onnan. Rashi says because "oy 11251 9mv vax 7152 o 0. The "o
says we see from here like the N that there is a Y7 of kavod to a grandfather - just that the father comes first & not like the ™!

372 DHIg B»N 9 in BN NN [Ix T1>D] brings the Nanam Nawn that asks from the Gemara xb pen ] that if one’s father &
mother ask him for a drink of water simultaneously, one serves his father first, because he and his mother are both obligated in the honor of
his father. Based on this, if one’s father & grandfather ask at the same time, one should have to serve the grandfather first because he and
his father are both commanded in his kavod! Why does the X" say one’s father comes before one’s grandfather? w'»y.

The y"w ['12 ow] says that one is also 2mnn to be 731 his father-in-law. The v'v says the pn for this is from 750 77 who called
oww, his father-in-law, >ax. ©¥19n 990 ['2> 71a] says one is M in kavod for a father-in-law & a mother-in-law because "avm5 mwN' so

the parents of one is like the parents of the other. == » = U S = 29 P23 1910 N5 239N M¥P TN DB (2) 1930 (1)
APRIR. DY RIS i inamp rm o)

R’ Aryeh Tzvi Frommer z¢”l (Eretz Tzvi of Kozhiglov) would say: 1’3 3 1N 9N I P Y (7)1 WY
“y7 0w oY XYM D127 N9YY Y 0WY - Rashi explains that here we find the concept of Aveira Goreres Aveira - since he

violated ‘Lo Sisna’ (do not hate) he came to Lashon Hara. The comparison is based on the idea that Lashon Hara and Sinas
Chinam are really one and the same. In order to say ‘Goreres Aveira’ the two aveiros need to be of the similar type.”
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The Seforim Hakedoshim write that a person who wears clothing made from a shatnez combination (wool and linen),
will prevent his zefillos from being accepted in Heaven and can likewise stop himself from davening properly.
When the town of Mir fell to the Soviets in 1939, the students knew that their religious studies would be forbidden. Mir
was one of the first yeshivos to escape on October 15, 1939, reaching Lithuania legally before the border was permanently

opportunity to further their escape, the entire yeshiva traveled as a group across the Soviet Union to Japan and onto Shanghai,
where they spent the war years. Mir emerged as the only Eastern European yeshivah to survive the Holocaust intact.

A well-known incident which occurred when the yeshivah was temporarily stationed in Shanghai, involved a student
who was having difficulty focusing his mind during the Yom Kippur davening. At first, he thought it might be the extreme
heat, which caused him to sweat profusely. He ran out in the middle of the zefillos and changed into his weekday clothes.

sealed. They found temporary accommodations in the building of the Ramailles Yeshivah, in Vilna. In early 1941, seizing an | s

Yom Kippur, his Shabbos suit was checked carefully and shatnez was found in a most unexpected and secluded place. It
transpired that although the garment was previously checked, the small amount of shatnez had escaped detection.

Another profound incident regarding shatnez was retold by a Kollel yungerman in Gateshead, England. The young man
would, from time to time, travel around raising funds for his kollel. When he would come to the Jewish community in
London, he would periodically visit a traditional Orthodox couple who befriended him. He would speak with them and
offer advice and support, and over the years, developed a deep and warm friendship with them.

This couple always kept Shabbos, Taharas Hamishpacha (family purity) and Kashrus to the best of their ability, among
other mitzvos of which they learned more and more as time went on. They had been married for six-and-a-half years,
however, but they were not blessed with children. Being young and idealistic, they were very eager to start a family and

Even utilizing the best treatments didn’t seem to make a difference, and the couple became devastatingly discouraged.

One year, when the yungerman from Gateshead visited their house in London, the young woman poured out her heart to
him, weeping bitterly and languishing in great distress. She cried to him that she and her husband seemed to be destined to
a life without children. He tried to offer chizuk and told her to be strong - Hashem will not forsake you, he said. Upon his
return to Gateshead, though, he made a point to discuss the matter with a good friend.

After some thought, the latter recommended that the couple be encouraged to undertake an additional mifzvah that they
had presumably hitherto not kept, in the merit of which they might be blessed with a child. The yungerman thought about
this idea and found great merit in it. After much consideration, he decided to suggest that they uphold the mitzvah of
shatmez. When he told them, the husband’s immediate reaction was that he knew all about shatnez. He had even had his
suits and coats tested for shatnez and they were perfectly kosher. He was then asked if his wife’s outfits and coats were
tested. The man reacted with surprise. They had been under the impression that this mifzvah was only for men and did not
apply to women. Upon realizing their error, they took his wife’s clothes to be tested and after inspecting her coat, it was
indeed found to be laced full of shatnez. The shatnez was promptly removed and the garment rendered kosher.

This incident took place in mid-Elul 5753. In Tammuz 5754, almost nine months later to the day, the woman gave birth
to a healthy baby boy and the yungerman was in attendance at the bris. The delight of the couple was indescribable and

over a considerable period of time, they sought out the best medical advice available. Unfortunately, it was all to no avail. |
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I vividly remember the Zaida (Machsheves Halev) saying over the following vort. He lived it and it is truly part of his

"C, legacy. The posuk states that a newlywed husband is exempt from going to the battlefield. "nnx mw a5 > Py - and the

posuk ends "NpPY WX MUN NN NHWY'. Simply understood, "nnw” is the reason he should act this way that first year. The Zaida

=] notes that "o Py’ seems to apply for just one year, while, "nUN NN WY’ is not just for shana rishona. It’s a lifelong mission!

Perhaps we can continue in this vein with the following vort that I believe the Zaida would’ve really loved and appreciated.

&% The next posuk which is linked with ours (as they are “sandwiched” between two ©’s in one parsha) seems to have no

connection with ours at all. (The meforshim discuss this, see Ibn Ezra and Chizkuni.) The posuk reads, » 257 ©n1 52 85"

& | "9190 NN w3 - one cannot take for collateral, a small mill, because that is a person’s entire sustenance.

As there are N> 019 'y, maybe we can deviate from the simple meaning and thereby connect the two verses (see Baal

( HaTurim). After the Torah advises to be nwn one’s wife, the Torah warns us not to offend them, "159 ©n7 92 8" - do not

%] tamper or damage their kitchen tools, do not criticize their food, their meals, their culinary skills ... ">2n N0 w9y »2" - because
To his great relief, from that point on he seemed to have better focus and concentration, and davened much better. After | VG

you're harming their souls. They are extremely sensitive to your comments and want to be appreciated regarding (and

¥ regardless of) their domestic talents. Anything short of a compliment can cause angst, pain, and adversely affect the home’s

equanimity - it’s m2 0Ww. Instead, “dish” out lavish compliments and you and your palate will only gain.
As the Yamim Tovim approach and the women get busy preparing for us, let us make sure we too are ready - to be nnwn
them always, providing for their sustenance and happiness, and with that we should have harmonious homes, with rov nachas!
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¢ ’ Yom: In 1917, soon after the Russian revolution, a new law
~uw| was proclaimed throughout the land. Half of what one owns

must be given to Mother Russia. Agents were sent across the

sl entire Russian mainland to ensure that citizens kept the law.

One day an agent arrived in a small remote village and

(t knocked on the first door he saw. An old peasant opened up.

“T have come to ask you a few questions,” said the agent.
“Of course. Go right ahead,” replied the peasant.
“Okays, sir, if you own two farms, what will you do with

& them?” asked the agent.

“Give one to Mother Russia, of course,” came the reply.
“And if you own two herds?” asked the agent.

“No doubt about it; one to Mother Russia!”

“And if you own two cows?” - “One to Mother Russia!”
“Two sheep?” - “One to Mother Russia!”

The agent checked off each question on his clipboard.

Finally, he reached the last question. “If you own just two
chickens, what will you do with them?” The peasant started
hemming and hawing, apparently unable to answer coherently,

The agent looked surprised. “Sir, you are prepared to give
away your farm. A herd, cow, sheep, everything else you are
prepared to give - you can’t give away one measly chicken?”’

“Well ... sir,” he stammered nervously, “Ummm ... I

actually have two chickens!”
Yon3: The commandment to help a fellow Jew is a
tremendous mitzvah, as well as a very fulfilling task.
Sometimes it can be accomplished in a easy manner, whereas
at other times, it means going out of one’s comfort zone -
physically or monetarily. However, writes the Sefas Emes,
one should know that the more he exerts himself in this
mitzvah, the more Divine assistance he will receive,
ultimately making him that much better of a person.
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EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON MIDDOS TOVOS FROM 1 _1 g. g 1 O —1—1
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The Yetzer Hara, our greatest enemy, makes sure to keep us very busy so that we don’t have time to think. This is why the

they were eternally grateful to Hashem Yisborach for having answered their fefillos in such a timely fashion.
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Please Note Correction: The Haftorah for last week was
the Haftorah of "onnnm X »x »N" and this week we
read the Haftorah of "nvpy »»" as well as the Haftorah of
"Ny iy as per the Mishna Berurah (425:7).
Yeshaya HaNavi says: “Shout aloud for joy - for the children
of the desolate are more than the children of the married
women.” Chazal explain that the destruction of Yerushalayim
and the Bais Hamikdash produced more righteous people
(Daniel, Mordechai, Ezra, etc.) than when the holy city and
the temple were still standing (Achaz, Menashe, etc.). Such a
statement seems to be reversed. How indeed can this be?
R’ Michoel Peretz shlit’a (Oholei Chein, Rav of TUV,
Mexico) explains that during the Churban, the righteous

Harronan v e 120 Himsc Horevan 3 M VDT "_7/” NN NN

Tzaddikim saw the prevalent devastation and understood the
connection between evil and destruction. This enabled them
to draw the proverbial line between themselves and the
wicked ones of the generation thereby creating an atmosphere
of extreme aversion to the behavior of the wicked as well as a

radical approach to righteousness. The same can be said for |

the wicked one’s radical shift away from righteousness.
Therefore, while it should seem to be reversed, the ultimate
form of righteousness can be borne out of an extreme form of
wickedness, and vice versa. It can thus be assumed that in
times of major spiritual peril, we have the ability to tap into a
higher level of righteousness thereby elevating ourselves to
heights which we may never have gotten to on our own.

| Torah tells us, “Ki Seitzei” - when you will go out to war against your enemies. Because when we want to fight against our
¢ | Yetzer Hara, we need to be proactive. We need to GO OUT of what is comfortable and familiar and do what takes effort on our

5 | part. We need to make the first move in our quest to fight the Yerzer Hara and therefore the Torah says to GO OUT. Go out of
"C, your comfort zone, because that is the only way you will grow. So what should we do? Well, firstly, give yourself some time to

think. Think about Hashem and how much kindness He bestows upon you every day. Make a Cheshbon Hanefesh of how

3 ;‘”m} much time you spend thanking Hashem compared to how much Hashem does for you. The more you THINK the more you’ll

THANK and the closer you’ll feel to Hashem. Second, is DAVEN. Not necessarily from a siddur or Tehillim, but just from

your heart. Talk to Hashem. Say, “Hashem, I want to be close to You. I want to feel You inside myself. Please help me.

By fulfilling the first part of the posuk, “Ki Seitzai lamilchama al oivecha,” when you will go out of your comfort zone, your

‘rt,"“ familiar routine, and truly THINK and come close to Hashem, “U’nisano Hashem Elokecha B’yadecha” - once you have
g% | made a relationship with Hashem, then the Yetzer Hara will have no power over you, “V’shavisa shivyo” - and you will
"' *| capture its captives. The captives of the Yetzer Hara are the tactics he uses to take us away from Hashem. When we overcome
R ] those forces, all of those captives of the Yetzer Hara become captives of the neshama, because they have no control over us.

When we make the first move into Hashem'’s outstretched arms, then we are fully protected from all our enemies. We must

3 %] make sure to remain in the loving embrace of Hashem and never let go. The way to do this is by continuing to THINK, to

THANK, and to ASK Hashem for help, so we can overcome our enemies and truly feel the great spiritual power of Elul.




