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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

"DYMYN 924 1M - Selected Halachos of Shemita (5)
Making a Pruzbul: Land Rights. Last week we mentioned a
halacha that one can only make a Pruzbul if the one who owes
him money owns or has rights to land [home, property]. Certain
Poskim hold that a yeshivah student is considered as having
rights to the dorm room he sleeps in (1). Some argue, however,
and suggest that the one making the Pruzbul should follow the
suggestion of the Mishna (2 and be mezakeh a small amount of
property temporarily, as in rentals, to all those who owe him
money and have no property or rights to property.

Arba Minim of the Shemita Year. This year, if one wants to
fulfill the mitzvah of daled minim with Israeli produce, there are a
few things to know. There are a lot of people who don’t want to
get into shailos and buy the mitzvah items from places outside of
EretzYisroelwhichgrow them.In fact, this year there are Moroccan
grown esrogim available that come from seeds of Chazon Ish
esrogim, which were brought there from Eretz Yisroel. However,
there is always the choice of keeping the halachos propetly.
Kedushas Sheviis The Esrogim sent here this year from Eretz
Yisroel, were both formed and picked during the Shemita year
and thus, have kedushas Sheviis according to all opinions. This
means that one cannot do regular business with them [schoral,
cannot do anything that makes them inedible [hefSed], and
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possibly do the mitzvah of Biur Sheviis, as will be explained. The
esrogim sent here, are under the “Otzer Beis Din” setup, where
public representatives take care of the “ownerless” orchards and
pay workers a fee to pick the esrogim that grow themselves. The
Beis Din sets fair prices for wholesale/retail, markups, expenses,
etc. I heard that this year, the Otzer Beis Din entities [at least
certain ones] have indeed set prices and selling conditions for the
esrog dealers. Lulavim, according to most opinions, do not have
kedushas Sheviis. Hadassim, according to most Poskim, also do
not have kedusha, but there is more room for one to be machmir
and buy from outside Eretz Yisroel and keep the Sheviis
restrictions. Aravos surely don’t have kedusha and are anyways
bought from local area sources, and not from Eretz Yisroel.

Even though normally one is not allowed to take Sheviis
produce outside of Eretz Yisroel, the Otzer Beis Din entities rely
on reliable heterim to send them out. The original psak was from
R’ Pinchas Epstein z¢”/ 3y many years ago. In his psak, printed
in Tzohar @), he writes that according to many opinions, the issur
to take them out, is because they need to be returned to do the
mitzvah of biur [making them hefker for the people] in the eighth
year. The Orzer Beis Din produce has been “by the people, for
the people” the entire time, and is thus not obligated in biur, as
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e e Snewe s smam” - Rashi explains that »won' refers to the relationship after pxwm & swn, whereas "5va” implies a lower form

explained b'y7the meforshim and poskim (5). To be continued.
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of relationship between husband & wife. R' Yochanan explains the above message from the »013, that »oya is referring to the (early) stage of
nn & oo where the couple is still ax 113, the bride’s home (Poy ). sex refers to the later stage of marriage where they have moved
out of her father's house & now live rn 713, her husband’s home. This connotes a much closer & comfortable relationship with each other.
In the future w2 N3, our relationship with n"apn will be one that we will call »erx & have the most intimate relationship with n"apn, like
70N 132 N, . To put this into perspective, the a"wn 'y, 70 ,noA] brings from the NYY1n noIsn »»w that the minhag on naw »His
to say in mwy N, "N M, by mnw & qoin we say "2 M & by nnan we say "D M. NPTIN NI MY ['2 "D NI 'O NIN]
explains that at the beginning of Shabbos our relationship with n"apn s like a mvax 72 NS, yn, still in its early stages where the nb> (Klal
Yisroel) is most comfortable in her own home, so we use the napy yw5 of "na". By mnw, we are already close with n"apn like 151 ynn
7N 113, a very close relationship that is in her husband’s home, so we use the 23t pwb of 1", By nnm, we say "oa", which refers to both
places, which by now both are apy. Similarly, the on9ax [naw b 1wn] explains that since our relationship with n"apn is compared to a
chosson & kallah, on naw 95 we say in mwy N — "nwTP NN, because we are like Y ynn with n"apn and we use the vy of
PYPP. By mnw we say "nwin nies” which refers to 051 ynn nnnw. By nnan we say "1nx nnix', which refers to the i of no ynn.
The momn 9 ['vd mn XY mnw] brings his uncle the 2s83 who also discusses the above now, but the Torah Temimah adds that the
words "oa ym»"’ which we say by mincha is o2 W5 because since this Shabbos is already on the way out, we are referring to the many
mnaw that are coming in the future, that we should be now to rest on those mnaw as well. He says this is where the now of saying mnav”
"1w1R (plural) by mincha, came from. 2sw9ox "9 says not to change from the ">21p1n sy & one should say "TwTP Naw" & not "mnav”.

L — D » = = N = > PI9 YAV (2) K'DVY 7MLV NN OVAa (1
j]-DmN ﬂu!n] Nﬂﬂ (5) 9"pn "0y 'O 9NN (4) HTIND NTY "N (3)
R’ Nissan Alpert z¢”’l (Limudei Nissan) would say: VR0 193730 VN D 1 D AP '3
“moTY 09N T2 TP - There were three times that Klal Yisroel were told to set up stones — in the land of Moav, in
the Yarden and some that were taken from the Yarden and placed at Har Eival. The stones symbolized roadblocks which
require major work to get rid of. Moshe had them establish the roadblocks in order for the people to see how many
different roadblocks they needed to overcome in order to survive in the desert and how they survived — and thrived.”
Mazel Tov to the Hoffman|
and Bakst Families upon
the engagement of Y1tzgl
to Batsheva. May they be

zoche to build a Bayis
Ne’emanB Yisroel

A Wise Man would say: “Mistakes are always forgivable, if one has the courage to admit them.”
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In the beginning of Parshas Ki Savo, there is a mitzvah that involves making a speech. The mitzvah is Mikrah Bikkurim,
the formal declaration a person recites upon bringing the first fruits of his crop to the Bais HaMikdash. In connection with
this Mikrah Bikkurim speech, the Torah writes: “V’anisa V’amarta.” Rashi writes that this specific idiom indicates that
the declaration is to be made in a loud voice. The posukim read on this occasion are not to be said silently. They are to be

not praising or patting himself on the back for his diligent observance of the laws. He is recounting what the Ribono shel
Olam did for him. At such a time, it is appropriate that everyone should hear what is being said.

After the petirah of the Imrei Emes of Ger, his son R’ Yisroel Alter z¢”’l, took over the mantle of leadership of the
Gerrer Chassidus. The Beis Yisroel, as he was known, was referred to as the “Sharfer (sharp) Rebbe” as he had a unique
and insightful way of looking at things. He tried to elevate his chassidim and all those who came to him, to rise at least one
level higher than their current madreigah. There are countless stories of individuals who met the Rebbe, relating how he
had a tremendous spiritual impact on them and how this strong impression will never leave them.

The Beis Yisroel was once informed about an orphan whose father had passed away a little while ago, and the boy was
sent to learn in one of the large yeshivos in Bnei Brak. Fearing that the child might get swallowed up in the huge
institution, the Rebbe asked one of his relatives to find a yungerman in that city who can keep an eye out for the boy and
make sure he was doing well. The Rebbe told him to reach out and locate someone capable who can look after both his
physical and spiritual needs, but the man should not know that it was by the request of the Gerrer Rebbe.

The relative did as he was asked. He sat down that day and penned a long and detailed letter to a yungerman that he was
acquainted with, asking him to take on this huge mitzvah. The yungerman received the letter and happily accepted upon
himself this task. He immediately made a connection with the young boy and brought him food. He also set up a daily

said out loud. Why? Because the declaration of Mikrah Bikkurim extols the praises of the Almighty. The Jewish farmer is |

The Rebbe’s relative heard the news that the yungerman was seeing to the boy’s needs and at his next opportunity,
made a point to inform the Beis Yisroel that the task was accomplished. R’ Yisroel was happy to hear these tidings and told
the man, “Don’t forget to send this yungerman a proper thank you for the task he has accepted upon himself.”

A few short days later, the Beis Yisroel asked his relative if he wrote the letter of thanks yet. The relative replied that he
hadn’t yet sat down to write the letter because he was hoping to meet the yungerman in person in a few days, when he
would tell him personally. The Beis Yisroel was displeased with this response. “When you asked him for a favor, you
wrote a long letter detailing all the things that needed to be done. But now, when it comes to thanking the man for his
actions, it is quite sufficient to simply meet him and tell him a few words of thanks in person?”

The Beis Yisroel looked sharply at the man and continued. “The correct way to thank somebody for a favor should be
at least comparable to the way somebody asks another for a favor We see this from Bikkurim, where Rashi teaches us that
the Mikrah Bikkurim must be done ‘b’kol ram’ - in a loud voice. Why must one talk loudly? Because Bikkurim is a way in
which a person expresses his hakaras hatov to Hakadosh Boruch Hu. He thanks the Almighty for all the good He has given
him, and that he is not ungrateful. Now, just as when a person davens for his needs, he raises up his voice and calls out with
great devotion, "N NN N NN - after his request is fulfilled, he must now thank Hashem in the same manner - by raising
up his voice and expressing his gratitude in a loud and heartfelt voice. The least you can do is write the letter!”

learning session and worked with the orphaned boy to ensre that he kept up with the rest of the class in his studies. | i
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On this posuk we find a rare comment from Rashi, in which he states: "N pna noow 7y ond PN’ - There is no explicit proof

"C, to the root of the words, "7NN .. NMNN" in this context. Rashi could not source the definition from the Torah itself!

And then he continues and says, “However, it appears to me that the expression denotes separation and distinction.” In

other words, both Klal Yisroel and Hashem designated and chose each other.

Finally, Rashi closes with a posuk from Tehillim (94:4) "\ 59 55 yionm” - the nations of the world glorified. The posuk is

59| seemingly a very different meaning than Rashi’s first one of havdala. Furthermore, Rashi in Tehillim has a third definition,
¥ | "Nane” - praising, as it says "7PINN-nINA". Now we have a contradiction! Two different meanings, neither one like the other!

Maybe we can reconcile this dilemma based on the Targum, and connect all the dots. The Targum (see also the Gemara

e | Brachos 6a) says "720N" means carved out a piece. Hashem carved us out from the other nations and we are His piece. In other
words, we, as Yidden, were singled out and maintain an exclusive relationship with Hashem.

In a marital relationship, one of the key factors to success is to make the spouse separate, special, unique. How does one do

o | that? By glorifying and putting the other on a pedestal. By constantly complimenting and singing praises to them and to others,
Y] this causes good feelings and affection. I know someone who is always gushing about his spouse even though the spouse is

not perfect at all. Yet, if you are constantly and consistently espousing their qualities to them and to others, you will feel that

they are indeed special. Thus all three definitions of Rashi work in harmony.

May it be Hashem’s will that the next posuk "0 95 9y W2y TN comes to fruition even before this upcoming new year!

—
y

g | what
5 | back, singing the praises of certain boy. “Gold, I tell you!
=w| This boy is simply a goldene neshama,” the shadchan said.

NRIT 72T NP7 7UD
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"G Yom: Reb Yankel as he was known, had the best daughter in
w| town - or so he thought. Either way, he demanded no less

then the “perfect” chosson for his perfect daughter.

Y% Unfortunately, it wasn’t so forthcoming. Finding perfection

is not easy. As his daughter was getting older, he realized

(t that he probably ought to settle for something a little less than

perfect or his daughter would never get married.
“Okay,” he finally told the shadchan, “I'm open to some

o .| ideas. 'm willing to try any type of boy, provided, that he is a

smart boy. I will not accept an unintelligent boy no matter
I” The shadchan agreed and a few days later, he called

“However, there is a catch ... the boy has a stutter.”
“Not a problem,” Reb Yankel replied dismissively, ‘“‘there

are numerous solutions for such a problem and I’'m sure my
daughter can learn to live with it.”

When the boy came to the door, he gave a hearty “Shalom
Aleichem” - except that it took him close to a full minute to
get the words out! Reb Yankel called the shadchan yelling, “1
said anything but dumb. This is not the boy I'm looking for!”

The shadchan was taken aback; true he had a stutter but
that didn’t make him dumb or unintelligent.

“Well he is,” explained Reb Yankel, “because if he was a

smart boy, he would have begun his hearty ‘Shalom
Aleichem’ — a minute before he knocked on the door!”
Ywn3: Rosh Hashanah is around the corner, and although no
one is perfect even after Rosh Hashanah, the least we can do
is to be smart. With adequate preparation before the Yamim
Noraim, we can present our case before the Almighty in a
manner that will find favor in His eyes. In that vein, we will
all merit a year of success and happiness, Be”H.
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The Sifri writes that the zechus of entering the Land of Israel was a reward for performing the mitzvah of Bikkurim. The

The relative sat down at once and penned a long letter thanking the yungerman for looking after the orphan boy.
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In this week’s Haftorah, Yeshaya HaNavi declares that in
the times of Mashiach “Aliens [foreigners] shall rebuild
your walls, their kings shall wait upon you - for in anger [
[Hashem] struck you down, but in favor, I [Hashem] take
you back.” What indeed is the connection between the fact
that foreigners will rebuild the Land of Israel and the fact that
Hashem will repatriate Klal Yisroel?

R’ Ezriel Zelig Noach Kushlevsky z¢”’l (Ein Tzofim)
explains that the suffering of Klal Yisroel throughout the ages
is immense and it is almost as though the Jewish people are
simply fated for hardship. However, Yeshaya HaNavi
delivers a wonderful prophecy in which he declares that not
only will foreigners rebuild the walls of the holy city of

Jerusalem, but that their kings will wait upon the members of
Hashem’s chosen people. Such a thing is so out of the realm
of normalcy that it sounds too good to be true. Yet, Yeshaya
declares that it will happen.

Says R’ Kushlevsky, the correlation between Yeshaya’s
assertion that foreigners will rebuild the Land of Israel and

that Hashem will bring Klal Yisroel home is the very fact that NE
g% | the real world, the Torah world, when it comes to spirituality, learning Torah and doing mitzvos, it is the exact opposite. Hashem

*| wants our effort! He is interested in our thoughts, our intentions, what is in our hearts, and not necessarily in the finished
¥% | product. In the physical world, we honor and respect people who do big and great things. However, in the Olam HaEmes,
S | Hashem honors people who tried their best, even if in the eyes of the world they did not succeed! We must redefine the word
X:5] “success” according to the Torah and not get discouraged when things don’t work out the way we wanted! The end result is the

both are abnormal and out of place. Just as it won’t be normal
for foreigners to rebuild Eretz Yisroel and for kings to wait on
ordinary Jews, in the same manner Hashem will set aside His
“normal” practice of exacting judgment upon sinners — in this
case Klal Yisroel — and bring us back to the land of our
forefathers with love and care.

%l obvious question is: they didn’t do this mitzvah until they entered the Land? How could entering the Land be a reward for
. | doing the mitzvah? The answer given is that while the Jewish people were still in the Midbar, they were so eager and excited to
5 | perform the mitzvah of Bikkurim, that they accepted it upon themselves wholeheartedly, to the point that Hashem already
"C, counted it as if they did the mitzvah. In that zechus, they entered and conquered the Land!

What a tremendous lesson for us! Yes, it is true that we must go out and do good deeds, especially before Rosh Hashanah,

&:w| when we hope to tip the scales in our favor. But Hashem is so kind to us, He is “Metzaref machshava tova I'maase” - He

counts a good thought as if we actually did the good deed! Very often we plan, we try, we extend great effort to do something

"\ %] worthwhile and for some reason or another it doesn’t work out. It was not meant to be. Do not get discouraged! If you did
g% | everything in your power, Hashem counts the good intention as if you actually did the action! You will get the full reward!

Contrary to the secular world, where the main focus is the final product, and if you don’t produce, your efforts are worthless, in

way Hashem wanted and accepting and being happy with the ratzon Hashem is the greatest way to serve Him in this world!




