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Halochos compiled by HaRav Chaim Bleier — Translated from the Hebrew edition by R' Zerachya Shicker

Please do not
read during
davening or

Krias HaTorah

Obligation to Honor Non-Jewish Royalty

itzvah to See Non-Jewish Kings
It is a mitzvah to make an effort to see kings, even non-Jewish ones
(v”0 7”21 70 MR YW ,R"Y "1 M13), because if one is zocheh, he will
discern between Jewish and non-Jewish kings. Rashi (ow) explains
that if one is zocheh in Olam Haba [the time of Moshiach] and he
sees Moshiach’s honor, he will discern how much greater the
reward for mitzvos is than the honor of the nations in this world.
Seeing the king’s honor. Even if one will not see the king himself,
there is a mitzvah to try and see the great honor accorded in his
presence, as that will also accomplish the purpose mentioned in
the above Gemara (7% >0 X1 *157 VIV N"WY).
Some hold that one must make physical efforts for this, but it is not
enough of an obligation that one would need to spend money ('o
vown’ o°ry). Others hold one is responsible to spend money for
the obligation to see a king (0”0 m3%1 ¥’ 0N NPnHA).
One time. If a person sees a king one time and learns the above
lesson [“if one is zocheh, he will discern...”], he should not take
away any more time from learning to see the king again, unless the
king is coming with a greater show of honor (3po 2™).

Overriding an Issur D’'Rabanan

5.

10.

11.

The Gemara in Brachos (2" v™ A7) says that R’ Elazar bar Tzadok —
who was a Kohen (x"y 15 77 n11122 123) —would jump over coffins with
bodies in them to greet Jewish kings, and even to greet non-Jewish
kings. The Gemara explains that the issur for a Kohen to jump over a
coffin is only d’rabanan. Although most coffins have a tefach of space
to contain the tumah, Chazal made a gezeirah because of the coffins
that do not. The Gemara concludes that they waived the gezeirah for
the honor of kings.

The Yerushalmi in Brachos (x"y 7" q71) says that when the Roman
caesar Diocletianus came to Eretz Yisroel, R" Chiya bar Abba was
stepping over kevarim to see him. Also, R’ Chizkiyah and R’ Yirmiyah
guoted R’ Yochanan that it is a mitzvah to see great royal figures so
that when the kings of Beis Dovid come, we will know how to
distinguish between the kingdoms.

Violating an issur d’rabanan for non-Jewish kings. The poskim argue
whether one may violate an issur d’rabanan to see non-Jewish kings.
Some hold this is only for Jewish kings ("0 7757 »0 &"an).

However, the Rambam (771 ax a"0) holds that a Kohen can jump
over coffins even to greet non-Jewish kings, as it is an honor for
the king when people come to greet him. His source is the above
Yerushalmi and Gemara in Brachos, that this idea also applies to
non-Jewish kings.

Halachah. Most Acharonim rule in accordance with the Rambam
(0w y"™wa o’nn a0, ¥”po 7"31 70 2"n) and that it is d’oraisa ( o"nn n"Y
v"Ip "o N"X). They prove this from the fact that Yosef HaTzaddik
got a haircut on Rosh Hashanah (x"y ™ 777" m3) in honor of the
king (mwn nmina o’nn 7 X"n n°wx1a *"wa), and Moshe accorded
honor to Pharaoh (n,x” ow,»” ,1 n1nw *v).

Possible avodah zarah. If there are avodah zarah images or figures
on the king or in his entourage, it is assur to go see him (,0>1°on 10
717N nyT).

Final respects. If one goes to pay his final respects to the Queen of
the UK, Elizabeth Il of blessed memory, to share in the sorrow of
her family and of the nation, he should do so outside. He should
not enter the building, as there is an image of a cross next to her
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coffin and one may not accord honor to royalty when there are
avodah zarah symbols present (above, 10). This even applies when
the Queen’s coffin is in the Palace of Westminster; all the more so
when it is in Westminster Abbey. One may not go in there at all.

Aveil Shaving in Honor of a King

12.

| remember from my youth that Baal Chesed, R’ Ephraim Zalman
Margulies Y"1 of London, who had a connection with the royalty, was
once sitting shiva when he received an invitation from the Queen’s
palace to participate in a garden party with other distinguished
people. This raised a shailah whether he was allowed to attend. He
received a psak that he was obligated to go out of honor for the royal
family, and he was also obligated to shave for the same reason.

Davening for the Peace of the Kingdom

13.

14.

It says in Avos (3™ ,20): R’ Chanina S’gan HaKohanim said, “Daven
for the peace of the kingdom, because if not for fear [of the
kingdom], man would swallow his fellow alive.” This applies to
non-Jewish kingdoms too (2"1). One should also daven for the
wellbeing of royal officials and advisers (o).

There is a longtime minhag to daven for the wellbeing of the
kingdom on Shabbos after kerias haTorah and maftir with a special
text beginning, “41210°2%1% ny1wn 1n1In” (0"on niw po 177o). To this
day, there are shuls that recite this text and daven for the wellbeing
of the king and his kingdom. This past Shabbos, in the U.K. they
adjusted the text from the feminine form, which was in honor of the
Queen, to the masculine in honor of his Majesty the new King.

Brachah on Seeing a Non-Jewish King

Brachah on a King

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Upon seeing a Jewish king, one should say “ 750 17°p1%x 1 inx 112
PRYY 1200 pHnw obwn.” Upon seeing a non-Jewish king, one
should say “D71 7waY 171290 NI 191 2”7 (170 77371 "0 NMIR YY),
The poskim discuss whether we make this brachah on various
types of kings, officials, and heads of state today, as we will explain.
King. Some hold that we only make a brachah on a king who has
the authority to decide if a subject will live or die (*o n"x o’nn N"w
MDY N N AT 0"P).

However, many hold that only a governing official under a king
must have the authority to kill or let live in order to make the
brachah. Since a king or queen is the most honored person in a
country or nation and receives unparalleled respect, one should
make a brachah on them even if they cannot give a death sentence
without consulting judges and leading officials ( X"n »1%71 vaY NV
0”3 MR 'R D OMNID NYMI N™WY ,R"D "0 "N PRNI R N"M1W 7" D).

In royal attire. Some say that the brachah on a king is only made
when he is wearing his royal attire and accompanied by his
honorable escort. When he is dressed like a commoner and goes
about like a regular person, one does not make a brachah, at least
not with Hashem’s Name and Malchus (77 »o 2731 71p°5x Y’ n"1v).
Once in thirty days. The brachah on a king is made upon seeing
him once in thirty days. If one sees a different king, he should make
the brachah even if it is within thirty days of making the brachah
on the first king (7po 2"n).

Actually Seeing the King

20.

Blind. If a blind person who once saw and knows what it means to
see ("po X"X ¥mp) is in the presence of a king and feels the
atmosphere and respectful awe of the king and his entourage, he
can make the brachah even though he cannot actually see the king
(X™po 2" ,1"1 5T M372'03).
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21.

22.

23.

King’s face. One does not need to see the king’s actual face. As
long as he sees the king in his glory, surrounded by his guards and
entourage and reflecting majesty to everyone present, he can
make the brachah.

Inavehicle. If one knows that the king is traveling through the area
in a vehicle with his entourage, surrounded by a convoy with
vehicles of honor, he can make the brachah even if he does not
actually see the king himself (o1 >572 "p).

Picture of the king. One can only make the brachah if he sees the
king and his entourage in person, even if only through binoculars
(1"m1 »o 2"n wo1 nwn n"Mw). However, one does not make the
brachah upon seeing a picture or a screen with a live broadcast.
Only with an actual view can a person be impressed, awed and
properly feel the king’s honor (0™ »o 2"n Anonn Yxa n"v).

Official, Judge

24,

25.

Official with authority to kill. One makes the brachah on a royally
appointed official with the legal authority to judge and sentence to
death if he does not have the king on top of him overriding his
words (D X1 17271 NMY , 0" NIR M372 7 07N MR X7 TR0
2P0 2" ,1"PO RN ,1"X).

Judge. Even if a judge has the authority to give the death penalty,
e.g., the kadi in Mediterranean lands, no brachah is made upon
seeing him (apo o»nin 72).

US President

26.

27.

Some hold that the brachah should be made on the US President.
Even though he does not have the power to give a death sentence,
since he has the power to grant or reject a pardon for someone
sentenced to death by the courts, it is as if capital punishment is in
his power and he is like a king who judges and kills by law. Even
though the president is only elected for a specific term and does
not retain power until the end of his life like a king, since he has
the title of president, one can make the brachah ( o»n n7in 200 "y
P O RN YRV HRIW NM1W,279 D R*IPT RNOPIDR N ,*"po).
However, most Acharonim hold that no brachah is made over the
US President, as he cannot be described as a king, just as a man
with great authority and power. Also, other than his ability to grant
a pardon, he cannot decide if someone will live or die (%1 11X "0
'0 'pi 1D YN Hw M>Hn XTWIA A" U AT T PIp ' mx). Of
particular significance, he does not wear royal clothes; he just
wears a nice suit like a regular citizen might. Also, his bodyguards
are there for security, not honor; he can be removed from the
presidency; and there is no legal prohibition to insult him to his
face [many, in fact, have the minhag to do so...].

Brachah on a Queen

28.

29.

Some hold that this brachah was not instituted for a queen since it
is assur to gaze at women.

However, most poskim hold that a king and queen are no different
in this regard. One makes a brachah on a queen as well, as the
brachah is on the honor surrounding the monarch, not specifically
on seeing her (v"5p »o 2"n NunIM Mawn). It is no different than the
halachah about a blind person making the brachah (*151 vaw n"w
57111). One doesn’t specifically need to look at her to say the brachah.

Kings of the United Kingdom

30.

31.

32.

Queen Elizabeth Il. Throughout the seventy-year reign of the
Queen of the UK of blessed memory, the minhag of the Jews of the
UK was to make a brachah upon seeing and meeting her. Although
she did not have the power to kill or let live and she did not have a
say in the running of the country, every new law that passed in
Parliament had to get her signature before taking effect. Also, the
display of honor around her was one of the most impressive in the
entire world (0"5p »o 2"n numIm Ma1wn), and a king or queen does
not need to have the right to kill (5”371 "157 vVaw n"w). The UK has a
royal dynasty passed from one generation to the next with a
tradition for every detail and no one can depose the kings [other
than themselves...]. Thus, kings of the UK are fitting for the brachah.
This was the minhag of R’ Yosef Tzvi Dunner Raavad of London, the
Gaavad of Gateshead Y"31 and many rabbanim in England.

Queen Consort. In the rules of the UK monarchy, when a daughter
inherits the throne, e.g., Queen Elizabeth Il, she become queen,
but her husband is a prince, not the king. When a son inherits the
throne, e.g., His Majesty, the new King Charles lll, he becomes king
and his wife becomes what is called Queen Consort, a title she
carries only while her husband is king. After his death in its time,
his heir inherits the throne and she loses her title of Queen.

No brachah is made upon seeing a queen consort alone, without
the king, since she does not have the title of Queen forever and
she has no power whatsoever. Her honor is not due to her
independent status; it is out of honor for her husband.

33.

Changing of the Guard in the royal palace. If one sees the display
of honor at the Changing of the Guard at the royal Buckingham
Palace or the like, no brachah is made even if the king is in the
palace. The brachah is only said upon seeing the king or feeling his
presence and the honor displayed for him, not when one only sees
formal honors without him present (ow nunam niawn).

35.

36.

37.

38.

40.

41.
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The purpose of these halachos is to learn a lesson and to gain
a clearer sense of the honor and reign of the King of all kings.
Hashem orchestrated these events right before Rosh
Hashanah. Thus, an inseparable part of knowing the halachos
is to understand the lesson — “If he is zocheh, he will
distinguish...”

Kingdom in Shomayim Like the Kingdom on Earth
34.

It is only a few days before Rosh Hashanah, the day when we are
zocheh to crown Hashem anew, as Chazal say, “Say before Me
Malchiyos so that you crown Me over you.” For us to feel this
tangibly, sometimes we need to see the royal honor given to a
human king; this makes it easier to picture what it means to crown
a king. Chazal tell us that the Kingdom in Shomayim resembles the
kingdom on earth (1”157 m>12) — everything done for royalty in this
world is akin to that which is done in the Kingdom in Shomayim.
“Andnn 1 ... o°a%n PYann.” How fitting is this idea now, when
there is a current occasion to illustrate the glory of His reign: the
crowning of a new king in the UK amid much splendor, lavishness,
and honor. If we are moved in any way by the honor accorded to
a human king, it is a tiny fraction of the impression and excitement
we should feel at crowning Hashem, the King of all kings.

191 NNR ATRR 0912 WY.” When a new king is crowned, we see
how many types of soldiers work together, all wearing various
types of royal clothing, with trumpets and other instruments
playing. Everything is with precise order, coordination, and
direction, and there is great honor between the officials. All of this
is for one purpose —to glorify the monarchy.

Hashem’s malachim do the same thing. As we say in tefilah, “ 010
T2 T MW N20XR2 D°IMN AT 1T DRY mabn 71y 0irhy o°vapn
121 DX ©1pnY.” The Ofanim, Chayos HaKodesh, and Serafim —
different types of malachim —all unite to praise Hashem from their
places, though they all have different attributes.

We must also learn from this that Hashem’s honor is more
glorious when everyone does His will amid mutual respect even
though we wear different clothes and have different paths in
avodas Hashem. This is what we daven for in the tefilah of the
Yamim Nora’im: “ ... nX72w 1 %3 %Y ... PwYN Y3 Yy ... 770D 1N 191
2291 XY MWYY NOXR ATPXR 021 1WPA 0°K1020 9D PIDD nnwn
obw.” Then we will be zocheh to His true Kingship.

The King Is in the Field
39.

As per the custom in the UK, at this time, before the Queen’s
funeral, the new king will go about in the cities he is to rule over in
order to give and receive blessings for his new reign.

In a similar vein, the Sefarim HaKedoshim (x°1n71%y3) explain that in
Elul, Hashem leaves His house, so to speak, and walks in the fields
among people to take note of what is happening among His
people. Anyone can easily approach the king, even simple people,
with requests. Then, on the day of inauguration — Rosh Hashanah
—Hashem goes back to His palace to sit and judge the world based
on people’s actions. A king with the power to kill or let live has the
status of a king according to everyone (see above, 16).

Story with the Gaavad. Maran the Gaavad Y31 used to tell how
when he was a young bochur at the beginning of World War Il, in
the year 5700 [1939], King George VI, king of the UK, passed
through the Jewish area in Gateshead. As he was traveling
through, one of the child refugees jumped out and approached the
king, begging tearfully to get entry permits for his parents and
family who were stuck in Europe. His pleas worked. The king had
pity on him and made sure the visas would be granted. The boy
was thus zocheh to save his family. The Gaavad would tell this to
demonstrate how he saw clearly the concept mentioned in the
sefarim about Elul, that when “the King is in the field,” one can
approach Him, beg, and accomplish a lot, more than during the
rest of the year (32 'y7 170 Y 1R "17a0 1010).

May we all be zocheh to come close to Hashem during these days and improve

everything that needs improvement so that we can easily crown Hashem King
over us anew. May we be zocheh to a kesivah vachasimah tovah. )




