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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Select Halachos Relevant to Shabbos Bereishis
Reciting Vayechulu. The Gemara (1) relates the following:
“Whoever prays on the eve of Shabbos (Friday night) and
recites ‘Vayechulu’ is considered Hashem’s partner in Creation
.. that person’s has two escorting angels who place their hands
on his head and declare: oon TNNOM TW OV - Your
deliberate sins are gone and your unintentional sins will he
atoned.”” (- "y¢) Based on these words of Chazal, it is
customary to recite ‘Vayechulu’ three times ) on Friday night:
1) In the text of Shemona Esrai. (R:n94 N"IN)

2) After Shemona Esrai together with the Congregation (+:0w).
3) During Kiddush (»Ny9 "IN X'n9).

The Ritva 3) and the Tur @ compare this recitation of
‘Vayechuly’ to giving testimony (m7y) on the creation of the
world. Therefore, it is required to be said standing, audibly and
together with others ). It is also preferable to be said together
with a minyan or at least with one other person ().

In Shemona Esrai. The Biur Halacha writes () that one
should slightly hasten his silent Shemona Esrai if, by doing so,
he will be able to say ‘Vayechulu’ together with the rest of the

AMDYOY ToAWPIT TS 39 D PRIT NRD
v THIYP ,TN3 BN NWY Yo TR

YN o5
Tzibbur. (See, however, Chazon Ish »n> n" ). If one is still in
the middle of the silent Shemona Esrai near the words of
‘Vayechulu” when the congregation begins to say it out loud, he
should recite it along with them in an audible tone @. In ON"
") many Poskim permit saying it with the Tzibbur, as long as
he first says the posuk, "P39525 3m 9 ¥ 1N W7 v’ (See Sefer
Meor HaShabbos Vol. 1, p. 493)

After Shemona FEsrai. If a person was unable to recite
‘Vayechulu’ with a minyan, the Mishna Berurah rules that he
should then say it with another person (). (See, however, Chazon
Ish »n5 n"). If there is no one else to say it with, he should
recite it alone, however, he should have in mind that he is not
saying it as a witness, rather he is just reciting a posuk.

During Kiddush. When a person recites Kiddush at his Friday
night meal with the words ‘Vayechulu’ he should gaze at the
Shabbos candles (0. In Sefer Shemiras Shabbos Kehilchoso
(N>-w) it is brought down that it is preferable to say these words
from a siddur or bencher, since he is exempting others with
posukim. Many have the custom to stand for ‘Vayechulu’ even if
they sit for the rest of Kiddush - see Mishna Berurah (¥:X¥1).

TYND IR WTIN W = MW T 10351 — T Pa
" wNNa aNGe meyS Now ows - The v [Von 'o nw] paskens that although Rosh Chodesh is called a Tym it is wnm todo
monon. However, there is a »nan that women don't do work on Rosh Chodesh. The Mechaber says this is a 210 0. The Rema adds that if
the »nan is to do certain types of work, but not others, we follow the minhag. The < [ow] brings the reason that because the women didn't
want to give up their jewelry during the Yy xvn, Hashem rewarded them with the opportunity to observe Rosh Chodesh more than men.

The Tur brings another explanation from his brother nm» 3 that the o7y are T35 the max ). onnaN = No», because it says, D"
"mxy >win and this took place on Pesach. pns» = mynw because the 1o that was blown at nmn ynn was from pny N, and apy =
Sukkos because it says in the pasuk "m>o nwy PNy, and the twelve mwn »wn W were given to the twelve sons of Yaakov, the
twelve ovaw. When the Shevatim sinned at the Yy, it was taken away from them and given to the women.

The N"m9 [ow] says that which type of work is acceptable and which is type is not, depends on the oyan »nn. The 2w adds that when
there are two days of n" there is a disagreement if the anan is for both days, so if a woman wants to be lenient, she should pick the first day to
cease her work as the second day is the real first of the month.

The y"w [v1] says, "wTN Y N2 MY M. This applies to both men and women. The 2w says that although 1 9y
one need not have bread at the meal, just something extra, the more one adds to his meal "3 71255 - "n2wn M »n". He also quotes the
Tur who brings a xnip>oa w1 which says, 97210 0109 MNawa NS NN NN MYN YN 1Y NIYH UXID D P8P DN DY PN 95"
"9 99¢] .. 19N S v N N, The ynown ey wonders why the "oy isn't 3 m to add or make a special Seuda for Rosh
Chodesh. He says maybe because a version of the above xni»o3a is brought in nx» 'on (), and there it doesn't specify n™, it just says
V" N2V NRNN, SO people are Yn. Similarly, the 2w [ "o Ao 'o] explains that this is the reason we remove our yan before qom
on n". Since Rosh Chodesh is a Ty, and when there is a preexisting "mx" on the day (like on Shabbos), we don't wear Tefillin which is
also an mx, so before we recite Musaf and mention the special 9o Y299 which is an mix, we remove our other i, which is our Tefillin.

ﬂﬂgl& —!O—E( N\l—v NN (4) O NV (3) N29 PON'Y (2) 0 MY (1)

N8 (8) ¥:nDY (7) MOV 2"n (6) +:NDI NN (5) N"DY
R’ Nissan Alpert z¢”’l (Limudei Nissan) would say: *0Y N'DY (10) DOV (9) 191 YO

““ovy 7N v - Animals in general do not desire to live beyond their biological capabilities. A bear does not aspire to be a
lion for it is endowed with different tools for living. There are 2 exceptions to the rule: The nachash and Adam himself. The
very existence of the nachash (snake) toppled barriers of identity - that nichush was destructive in creation and ultimately led to
a different definition of creature limitations, the end of life. Man uses the same nichush to create and expand knowledge. But
his role is not destructive - he is to use his abilities to expand the world based on his unselfish awareness of his capabilities.”

A Wise Man would say: “O780 N DwY % ' on»” - Every baby bears a message that Hashem is not vet discouraged of man.’
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Our Sages teach us that shidduchim are orchestrated by Hashem alone. In other areas of life, we are meant to put in our
full hishtadlus, and when Hashem sees our efforts, only then does He bless our actions. However, when it comes to

shidduchim, the Vilna Gaon z£”1 writes, "n2 Moo v MMa" - we are to put our total trust in Hashem. It is quoted in the |y

name of R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach z¢”’l, that this means regarding shidduchim, the minimum amount of effort
suffices. What is the minimum effort? Contemporary Rabbanim have explained that it is enough to call a few shadchanim
(matchmakers) and remind them periodically of a child or sibling “in the parsha.” In shidduchim, it is already obvious that
Hashem is behind the scenes. We don’t need to conceal the miracle by putting in extra effort.

Rabbi David Ashear (Living Emunah) adds that although some people get married right away and for others it takes
years, however, that is is all by design - it is hashgacha pratis - Divine Providence. People who are older and single should
not feel guilty that they are not married. They mustn’t be upset at other people for not helping them enough, because when
the time comes for a person to get married, it is not up to other people - Hashem always makes it happen.

When the Beis Halevi, R’ Yosef Dov Halevi Soloveitchik z£”’l was a young man in search of a shidduch, he went to
learn in the esteemed Volozhiner Yeshivah, which was then headed by his mother’s uncle, R’ Itzele Volozhiner zt’, son
and successor to the founder of the Yeshiva, R> Chaim Volozhiner z¢”l. R’ Itzele, recognizing the inherent genius and
promise of his nephew, decided that no ordinary shidduch would be good enough for him. Thus, he looked out for him
continuously and, of course, did everything possible to help his nephew find a suitable match.

R’ Yoshe Ber, as he became known, was quite an extraordinary scholar and many matches were proposed with daughters
of some of the greatest Rabbanim and Gedolim of the generation. Likewise, proposals were made involving daughters of very
wealthy men - businessmen who could support the well-known prodigy in his studies so that he might realize his full potential
and grow into one of the Gedolei Hador. For one reason or another, none of these proposals ever worked out.

R’ Itzele kept a keen eye out for the welfare of his nephew and this frustrated some of the local matchmakers who could
not seem to find just “the one” that the boy’s uncle would approve of. At one point, a clever shadchan who had proposed
several matches approached the bochur, Yoshe Ber, directly and suggested a shidduch with the daughter of a simple baker.
The girl was only 12 years old (not an uncommon age for marriage in those days) and was exceptionally short, even for
her age. Neither lineage, wealth, nor beauty - qualities mentioned in the Gemara (32 7yn) for an ideal shidduch - seemed
to be part of the package that was currently being proposed. When he heard about the match, R’ Itzele was naturally
opposed to it and felt that his nephew could do better. Much better.

Nevertheless, after hearing about the girl’s exceptional virtues, young Yoshe Ber consented to the match in principle.
But he insisted on actually seeing the girl in question before agreeing to the match, for the halacha tells us that it is
forbidden to marry a woman without first seeing her. The shadchan wasn’t expecting such a request from the young
Talmid Chacham. He decided to arrange to have the girl stand on a stool near a window and set her to work rolling dough
for noodles, in an attempt to make her appear taller than she actually was. He told the yeshivah bochur to walk by the
window at an exact time and he would be able to look at her. When Yoshe Ber passed by and saw the girl working
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The accepted minhag in Klal Yisroel is to begin reading Sefer Bereishis on Simchas Torah. In fact, we sell the honor and call

"C, the oleh “Chasan Bereishis.” The Poskim explain that the reason is so the Safan may not have any accusatory prosecution saying

that we are now done with the Torah and are not revisiting it. Thus, without any procrastination, we embark on a new cycle.
Perhaps we can connect the two with the following machshava. The Vilna Gaon z¢”’l famously says that the word “Bereishis”
is an acronym for Bitachon, Ratzon, Emuna, Shalom, Yirah and Temimus. Perhaps we can say that the Shin also stands for

G s imcha, as the Gaon takeh says this in other places. The message the Torah is conveying to us here is that all these middos are

crucial elements in our avodas Hashem. Simcha, happiness in our service of Hashem, is incredibly critical as it serves as both

© 1 a catalyst and sets our priorities straight. Simchas Torah is declaring our allegiance to the Torah through dancing and ecstasy.
¥ 1 Thus, we connect and read Bereishis insinuating the importance of simcha in our lives especially at the outset of the year.

Further on in the parsha we are confronted with the story of Kayin and Hevel, in which Kayin is upset about his brother’s

"C, seeming preeminence and infamously kills Hevel. What led to his “untimely demise? The posuk earlier says that Hashem
<& | tells Kayin, “V’lama Naflu Panecha.” A few posukim later Kayin kills Hevel. We see from here that although sadness may
Ye&] not be an actual aveira or sin, per-se, the effects that sadness can lead one to are truly terrible, lo aleinu. This lesson is

imperative to us all at this juncture, as we segue into the new year. If we wish that our children and students serve Hashem

v happily, with Simcha, the responsibility lies upon us to show our own excitement and enthusiasm towards Yiddishkeit.

Yehi ratzon that we and our progeny serve ‘lviashem b’simcha and forge the relationship that our Creator truly wants with us!
ﬂ"@ﬂj’f: ﬁ':;ﬂ'ﬂ iﬁj‘z@,b j\:@z@) post, his stature would surely be diminished because of what

(13-8) ... N N2 DPON D02 WOND OINT PN n*p%s N2 had transpired. The townspeople would not respect him.

¢ ’ Yom: The Rav of a certain town was once asked to rule on the
=] kashrus of a chicken with a rare defect. The Rav, a learned

man, inspected the chicken carefully and ruled that the

%] chicken was kosher. When several local ralmidei chachamim

heard the question at hand, they were shocked, as according

(t to most authorities, the chicken is actually considered treif!

Soon the town was in an uproar. Many people felt the Rav

| should be dismissed, while others argued that such a rare

situation was not a sufficient reason to take such a drastic

"G step. Finally, it was decided to bring the matter to the Posek
%| Hador, R’ Yitzchok Elchanan Spector z¢”7.

R’ Yitzchok Elchanan analyzed the matter and indeed

= | found it to be treif. Still, he felt it was unfair to dismiss the

Ray from his post for having made such an error. However,

After pondering the situation intensely, R’ Yitzchok
Elchanan finally sent a telegram to the town stating that the
chicken was kosher - only to send another telegram shortly
thereafter which read: “Please ignore the previous telegram. I
made a mistake; the chicken is treif!”

When the townspeople read both telegrams, there was no

further question whether the Rav should remain at his post.
After all, if the Posek Hador could make such a mistake,
surely their own Rav, who was younger and less experienced,
could make a mistake as well.
Swn3: Every human being is created “In the image of G-d,”
meaning, that mankind is the closest resemblance of a G-dly
image. This must be carefully watched and guarded with the
utmost care - especially regarding Torah scholars, as their
image is even more G-dly than that of an ordinary person.

"C, he feared, that even if the Rav was permitted to remain at his

vigorously, he remarked with satisfaction, “Seems to be a balabusta!” The shidduch was summarily concluded.
When his uncle R’ Itzele was informed that his nephew had taken matters into his own hands and had actually

concluded the shidduch with the daughter of an ordinary baker, he was shocked. With a loud sigh, he banged down hard ¥\

on the table and called out, “Mazel Tov! Ribono Shel Olam, Du Hust Gevunnen - Master of the World, You won!”

ST R NI AN A
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Chazal state that with ten utterances the world was created as
a way of enabling the concept of 'wny» 7DV - reward and
punishment (Avos 5:1). The full meaning of this is well
beyond our meager understanding, yet the basic idea is that
contained within each utterance is a unique aspect of
Hashem’s glory, which is its very root. Thus, extolling
Hashem’s glory is at the root of all things in the world and the
very existence of the world hinges on that being recognized.
This concept is alluded to in the words of Yeshaya HaNavi
where he prophecies, “I am Hashem, that is My name; I will
not yield My glory to another...” While this unequivocal
declaration underscores the importance of Hashem’s glory in
the world, is it possible to say that His glory is present even

PENETRATING ANALYSIS OF THE WEEKLY
HAFTORAH BY R’ TZVI HIRSCH HOFFMAN

in transgressions and the evil things that people do?

R’ Nachman M’Breslov z¢’I (Likutei Moharan) explains
that indeed an aspect of Hashem’s glory is present even in
things that may appear contrary to His Divine will. In fact,
even the “filthy places” and temples of idolatry also need to
obtain life-force from Hashem and the impressive structures
and civilizations — no matter how depraved they may be — are
still clear evidence of Hashem’s glory, for without Him they
would never be able to accomplish anything.

Nevertheless, Yeshaya makes it clear that even though evil
and depravity can “tap into” an aspect of Hashem’s glory, such
a glory has a limit beyond which it will not spread and only
through Klal Yisroel will the full glory of Hashem shine bright
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There is a mo9s w0 in Parshas Beraishis which connects the words "NeT NINN NN - “Let the earth sprout

¢ W vegetation,” to the posuk in Parshas Emor, "o>nw) NN 0y’ - “You shall afflict yourselves,” the commandment to fast
®%.] on Yom Kippur. What could possibly be the connection between these two posukim?

R’ Avraham Shmuel Binyamin Sofer z¢”I (Ksav Sofer) explains that the posuk that tells of the earth sprouting forth

"C, vegetation is the command for everything in the world to grow and be uplifted. It does not only refer to actual vegetation but

to every single thing that grows in this world. Likewise, the highest and most loftiest level that a human being can reach is

»“ ;‘"m} on Yom Kippur when he/she becomes an angel, totally disconnected to the physical world.

This message can be taken one step further. If we examine the different forms of creation, we will see that each one can

%] be raised up to a higher level. A "omT" (inanimate object) such as earth, can be moved up to the level of "nmy", with a

simple seed in the ground. A "nmx" can be raised up to the level of ™n" (living creature) by being eaten by an animal and

| rt, giving it sustenance. A ™n" can be raised up by being slaughtered and eaten by "07X" (man) - the next level. Each one has
w& _ | the ability to go one step higher, all except for man. Man has an unlimited potential to raise himself up to greatness.

The Medrash Raba tells us that when Hashem finished all of His creations, He saw that it was "TNn 20" - “very good.”

,“ ‘"'”,\,, This refers to the creation of man. The word "T85" and the word "OTN" are comprised of the same letters, to teach us that it is
S | only Man who has the ability to become very, very great. This is the free choice of man. Animals and plants do not share
=¥uw| this blessing. We can choose to be like Hashem - "n mnTN’" - and go far beyond the physical aspects of being a man.

As we begin a new year, may we all surpass our own goals and aspirations and become the greatest beings that we can.




