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night, one will still get a mxn with every mwo of matza that he eats all 7 days of Pesach. The 2"wi says he is uncertain, but maybe according
to the Gra since we compare Sukkos to Pesach, one should make a point of eating bread in the sukkah every day to be o»pn a mitzvah.

Y8y YWY 9NN was asked [Mop 971 »r POan], according to the Gra, that although there is no special nwy mxn to eat in the
Sukkah or to eat nxn on Pesach after the first night, but if one eats he is still o»pn a mxn, why on Sukkos when we do eat bread in the
Sukkah even after the first night, we make a n>02 2w n573, yet on Pesach if we eat matza after the first night we don’t make a special
bracha even though we are being 0»p1 a M¥N? DNDA "'VN PO NNON HY2 Y.

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH"” DAY

Halachos of Zmanim Relevant to Chag HaSukkos.
Earliest Time for Sukkah. There is a Torah obligation to eat
bread in the Sukkah on the first night of Sukkos. Preferably one
should eat a bit more than an egg volume (n¥12) within an eight
minute span or at least a one half egg volume in a four minute
span. Outside of Eretz Yisroel we must do this again on the
second night. We learn this from the mitzvah to eat matza on the
night of Pesach. Therefore, Sukkah has the same time limitations
as matza; just as one cannot fulfill the mirzvah of matza tll
nightfall (Tzeis Hakochavim) even if he accepts Yom Tov early,
so too, one cannot fulfill the mitzvah of eating bread in the
Sukkah on the first night until nightfall ().

Latest Time. We also learn Sukkah from matza regarding the
deadline by which time one must finish eating. By matza, one
must try very hard to eat it before halachic midnight (mxn). If
midnight passed, there are different opinions as to whether one
can still fulfill his mitzvah of matza. He therefore eats without a
beracha on the mitzvah. Similarly, by Sukkah, every effort must
be made to eat the above amount by halachic midnight. If that
wasn’t done, he should eat a bit more than an egg volume within
8 minutes, which is the amount and timespan that one should use
every time that he says the beracha of “Leishev B’Sukkah”
throughout the whole Yom Tov of Sukkos (). (Note this halacha,
that during the entire Sukkos when making the beracha, one
should eat a bit more than the volume of an egg of bread in an §
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minute span of time.)

Earliest Time for Lulav. According to Torah law, one can
fulfill the mitzvah of Lulav (and the other 3 minim of the set)
from Alos Hashachar (72 minutes before sunrise) and on. The
Sages, however, were afraid that one may do the mitzvah too
early and decreed that one should wait until sunrise. If one has to
journey or go to work early, he can do it earlier - from Alos
Hashachar - if he cannot wait till sunrise. This is relevant for
many people who daven early on Chol Hamoed and especially
on Hoshana Raba before going to work. They should try to
recite the beracha on Lulav after sunrise, but if they cannot, it can
be done earlier. Those who do the mitzvah in a Sukkah before
Shacharis should also wait till sunrise. (Note: It is preferable that
they say Birkas Hatorah before the beracha on Lulav, because
although one is allowed to do a mitzvah before Birkas Hatorah
(), many people say the Yehi Ratzon which has posukim) @. If
one by mistake or even deliberately did it before sunrise when
there was no good reason to do so, he nevertheless fulfills the
mitzvah and doesn’t have to do it again (5).

Latest Time. If one was unable to do the mitzvah of Lulav in the
morning he can still do it a whole day till sunset. If it wasn’t done
and sunset passed, then on the first day of Yom Tov when it is a
Torah obligation, he must take it after sunset without a beracha.
On the other days when it is only a Rabbinic obligation he
should take it after sunset without a beracha ).
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R’ Chaim Yosef Kofman z¢” (Machsheves Halev) would say:

“Why do we invite the Ushpizin specifically on Sukkos? The concept of the Ushpizin is a mystical one but perhaps we
can say that when we leave the comfort of our homes, throwing away a bit of Olam Hazeh and going outside, displaying
mesiras nefesh, our Forefathers and Zaidas feel welcomed, for they too led lives of mesiras nefesh for Yiddishkeit. They

come to join us in our Sukkah to tell us, “We are proud of you!” Let’s keep making them and Hashem proud!

12

R’ Menachem Mendel Schneerson z¢t”I (Likutei Sichos) would say:
“Many miracles occurred when Klal Yisroel were oleh regel, making their pilgrimage to the Bais HaMikdash on

Sukkos, Pesach and Shavuos. Among them, when they stood shoulder to shoulder inside the Holy Temple, it was so
crowded one could barely move, yet when they prostrated themselves on the ground, there was plenty of room. The
revelation of G-dliness was not only apparent when they bowed down, however. Bnei Yisroel standing together in
complete unity and harmony was unparalleled anywhere else, yet when it came time for each individual to prostrate
himself and serve Hashem in his own unique way, there was enough room for each person’s unique individuality.”

A Wise Man would say: “The way to succeed is to make improvements, not excuses. Seek respect, not attention.”
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PENETRATING ANALYSIS °© 1=
OF THE SIFREI TANACH mmwﬁ

The Torah states: 552 NINN 92 D1 NY2W 12WN NODA”
"NIY21 1w - “for seven days all the inhabitants of the Land
of Israel should dwell in sukkos ...” (Vayikra 23:42). From
a purely speculative perspective, this seems to imply that
Chag HaSukkos is mainly a Jewish festival intended to be
celebrated in Eretz Yisroel alone. However, Chag
HaSukkos also has a universal aspect to it, in that Chazal
describe the seventy oxen that were sacrificed over the
course of the Yom Tov which were meant to correspond to
the seventy nations of the world (Sukkah 55b).

Furthermore, in the Haftorah of the first day of Sukkos, the
vision of Zechariah HaNavi concerning the nations of the
world is read in which the Navi predicts: “And it shall come to
pass that everyone that is left of all the nations who came
against Yerushalayim shall go up from year to year to worship
the King, the Lord of hosts, and to celebrate Chag HaSukkos.”
Chazal relate that in the time of Moshiach, everyone — gentile
and Jew alike — will be mandated to go up to Yerushalayim on
Chag HaSukkos each year to observe the holiday and pay
homage to Hashem and bow down to Him. And if they don’t
go up, they will suffer dire consequences.

However, Chazal (Avodah Zara 3a) also relate the
futuristic story where the surviving nations of the world
will come to Hashem and say that had they been given the
Torah and mitzvos like the Jewish people, they would
surely have kept it as meticulously as Klal Yisroel. Hashem
will then test them by giving them the relatively “easy”
mitzvah of sukkah to fulfill. Immediately, each gentile will
take materials and go and construct a sukkah on top of his
roof. Hashem will then set upon them the heat (makdir) of
the sun in the season of Tammuz (the summer), and each
gentile sitting in his sukkah will be unable to stand the heat,
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and will kick his sukkah and leave. This seems to be a
one-off and the nations of the world will not attempt to
celebrate Chag HaSukkos again. So, which is it? Will the
nations go up every year to Yerushalayim to sit in their
sukkos — like Zechariah HaNavi predicts, or will they do it
one year and never again - like the Gemara seems to imply?

R’ Yaakov Rosen shlita explains that the difference is in
what indeed is expected of the gentiles. In the Gemara’s
scenario, the nations of the world were given the specific
mitzvah of sukkah and told to fulfill it, however in
Zechariah’s prediction they were simply told to make the
trip to Yerushalayim to “celebrate” the Chag.

But what constitutes celebrating?

R’ David Altshuler z¢”l of Prague (Metzudas Dovid)
explains that obviously, the gentiles who will be mandated
to go up to Yerushalayim will not go empty-handed. Rather,
Zechariah meant for the nations of the world to bring
sacrifices on the Yom Tov of Sukkos and as such, that will be
their purpose for going up to Yerushalayim. By having the
gentiles bring sacrifices to Hashem on Chag HaSukkos
together with the sacrifices brought by Klal Yisroel, there
will presumably be millions upon millions of animals
brought for Hashem — thereby elevating and glorifying the
name of Hashem so much more. Thus, while the Gemara
maintains that the mitzvah of sukkah has and always will be
an exclusive mitzvah for Klal Yisroel, Zechariah HaNavi’s
prophecy reveals how the gentile nations will be mandated
to be subservient to Hashem and ‘“celebrate” Chag
HaSukkos by bringing sacrifices and paying homage to the
true King of the World, Hashem.

May we all merit to sit in our sukkos in Yerushalayim with
the coming of Moshiach speedily and in our days.
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Our Gemara quotes a Mishnah in Pesachim that rules that one may not chew wheat on Pesach and put it on a wound to heal, as it
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may become \nn. From this halacha from Hilchos Pesach, we learn that this is a recommended procedure to heal a wound (other than
on Pesach). As this week is the Yom Tov of Sukkos and some of its laws are also learned out from nos, we proceed as follows: The
Gemara in [0] N> o makes a mw n»w from "wy nwin'” that's written by no9, to "wy nwnn” that's written by moo. Just like by nos
there is a nx3n novar awn only on the first night of Pesach and after that, nyn n>axis only a mwA and one doesn't need to eat nxn, so
too by sukkah, there is a avn to eat in the oo only on the first night after that if one chooses, he can only eat »xay n>»x and there is no
avn to make a seuda and eat it in the sukkah. The ¥"w ['s »o Vo] paskens this way that one must eat a > of onb> in the sukkah on
the first night. The a"wn adds that even though this avn is derived from the above w"» from N9, and nxn NN only requires a v, it
is still best to eat more than a nx»a in the sukkah to be wwin for those who hold the noyoa N x Myww is the amount that would require
one to eat in the sukkah on the rest of the days of Sukkos, which is nx2509mW.

In f59h Ma [992 n"7] the ©»0 yon brings that many poskim wonder what the vy n is that ywxy V™ 99 is a avn to eat in the
Sukkah. Afterall, it's a v"» and on Yom Tov one is required to eat na, so N> one will have to eat in the sukkah anyways. Why the
special drasha? The n"n says he doesn't understand this question. We know that if one is ayvxn to eat on V" naw he doesn't have to,
because the point is for any and for him it's not pleasurable. But according to our T»b, this person would have to eat a 7 in the
Sukkah, because it's a 1210 mxn T8navnand nota yTin any. So our drasha is very necessary!

The N"93 holds that since by mxn an it says "msn Yoaxn oo nyav”, this means that although the nwy misn is specifically for the first

EDITORIAL & INSIGHTS
ON ONE’s MIDDOS TOVOS
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Chag HaSukkos is the holiday when we utilize this
world - with all its physicality - in the service of Hashem.
Sukkos is a time when we realize that everything physical
we experience is a taste of the world to come. Without doing
anything, one is rewarded for simply being in the sukkah.
Each day of Sukkos we have a special mitzvah to take the
Arba Minim - the four mitzvos pertaining to this Yom Tov -
and hold them together. Rabbi Zev Leff shlita quotes the
Medrash (0o N27 wN12) that the nyTn Ny - Tree of
Knowledge, was actually an esrog tree. Adam was created
on Rosh Hashana and was commanded not to eat from the
eitz hada’as, because he needed to go through ten days of
preparation, the Aseres Yemei Teshuvah, culminating with
the purity of Yom Kippur in order to be able to eat from the
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FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF

R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
eitz hada’as. This would have taken place on the first day of
Sukkos, the special time appointed for uplifting the physical
world to the spiritual. But Adam failed in this lofty
endeavor and therefore Hashem gave us the special mitzvos
of the Arba Minim, taking four different species of plants
and utilizing them, in the service of Hashem.

The esrog represents the heart of a man, the place of all
feeling and emotion and the organ that pumps life
throughout the body. The lulav represents the spine, which
symbolizes intellect, since it is connected to the brain and it
also has the power to think and understand.

The hadassim and aravos, which are bound to the lulav,
represent the eyes and the lips of a person which are both
part and parcel of the head and helps a human being see,
understand and express his intelligence.




The goal of every Yid is to take all his knowledge and
understanding of Hashem and make it real. He must make
it a part of his heart so that he serves Hashem with emotion
and feeling in a true bond of love. We say each day in the
tefillah of Aleinu, "ovn Ny ™' — “And you will know today,”
"7225 DN MM — “and you will return to your heart.” The
longest journey of a Yid is the million miles from his head
to his heart. It takes incredible effort to transform our
knowledge into an emotional, vibrant, feeling and loving
relationship. When we bring the lulav and esrog together

CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV
AND HEMSHECH HADOROS$
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This year, Parshas Haazinu falls on the Shabbos
preceding Sukkos. 1 saw a pshat on this posuk that aptly
connects the two. On Sukkos, we extend an invitation to the
Ushpizin to come visit our sukkah. There are two customs as
to the precise order these guests appear. Some maintain that
they follow the chronological order. The Ariza’l though,
holds that the correct order, al pi kabalah, is Avraham,
Yitzchok, Yaakov, Moshe, Aharon, Yosef, and Dovid.

One of the Sanzer Rebbes said that the inyan of Ushpizin
is alluded to in this parsha. Every year, the day of the week
of Moshe’s and Aharon’s yahrzeit will be the day of their
Ushpizin the following Sukkos. For example, this year, Rosh
Chodesh Av (Aharon’s yahrzeit) was Friday. That will be the
day this year of Aharon’s Ushpizin. The same goes for
Moshe Rabbeinu. This is found in the posuk: "nm’ - the day
you die, "yONM' - on Chag Ha’asif, "y DX qor" - your
Ushpizin will be and you will visit the Yidden’s sukkah,
"IN 1N WNY" - just as Aharon’s yahrzeit is his Ushpizin
too! It seems like there is a correlation between them and
Sukkos, which therefore behooves us to analyze and learn
from their legacies in particular.

Moshe Rabbeinu was the quintessential anav while
Aharon was the paradigm of lev tov, “farginning” another
person On Sukkos, as we gather our crops, amassing our
wealth, we are in jeopardy of thinking, “Kochi v’otzem yadi”
- it’s all my doing! To counter that, we are gently reminded of
Moshe’s middah of humility, and giving credit to the One in
charge. Additionally, even if someone has more piles of grain,
we must remember the trait of Aharon, to fargin each other.

As we emulate their ways, the heilege Ushpizin will be”H
be meilitzei yosher for us all.
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The Gemara (Sukkah 11), cites a machlokes regarding
what exactly it is that we are commemorating. R’ Eliezer
says we are remembering the ananei hakavod in which
Hashem enveloped us. While R* Akiva says it means sukkos
mamash. At a first glance R’ Eliezer is more easily
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we are expressing our ability to traverse the millions of miles
and serve Hashem with all our heart and soul, uplifting
every physical part of our body to a place of holiness.

In the sukkah, our eating becomes holy, our sleeping
becomes holy, our plants become holy and just existing in
the confines of the sukkah becomes a spiritual endeavor. Let
us use our own free will to elevate all of our thoughts,
words, actions and feelings during this time so that we can
experience true closeness to Hashem - which is in essence
what zman simchasenu is really all about. Good Yom Tov.

FROM THE FAMILY OF
R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN ZT"L

understood. The fact that Hashem protected us with the
heavenly clouds is a reason to annually recall the neis. But
what’s so unique about real huts? What was the alternative?
Camping under the stars? (see Rashbam and Ramban)

In the fefillah of “Ribbono Shel Olam” that many recite
before taking out the Torah on Yamim Noraim we daven that
Hashem grant us parnassa tova v’chalkala, v’lechem
le’echol, uveged lilbosh. The obvious question is: once we
asked for parnassa tova isn’t it superfluous to request bread?
Parnassa should encompass that too?

I once saw a pshat (I believe from the Vilna Gaon) and I'll
elaborate. Imagine an extremely wealthy man on a luxury
cruise. The ship capsizes and he is left stranded on an island.
He may have lots of money in the bank, but right now he’s
struggling to put bread in his mouth. Hence, we daven that we
should never lack even the basics.

In a similar vein, we cannot thank Hashem enough, even
for the roof over our heads. Thus, even “sukkos mamash” is a
reason for celebration. So as we enter the sukkah, let’s remind
ourselves to thank Hashem for all that we have. Yes, even for
the basics. We must count our blessings and not take any of
them for granted. We will then attain the level of simcha we
need this zman simchaseinu!
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In the piyutim for Simchas Torah we say the above refrain.
What is the double lashon of “seesu” and “simchu”? The
Vilna Gaon on Iyov explains, that the word simcha is used
when beginning a mission. Sasson is used when it’s “mission
accomplished” - successfully. For example. we say in
davening regarding the sun and galaxies, “S’maichim
b’tzeisam v’sasim b’voam.” When they start out on their
travels, they’re b’simcha. When they return to their Maker at
the end of their journey, it’s sasim b’voam. Usually, though,
simcha precedes sasson, as we say NNV NN NIPH DNHD”
"nwen. Why over here do we lead with yww?
I saw a pshat as follows. Simchas Torah marks the
celebration of the culmination of this year’s cycle of reading
the Torah as we finish V’zos Habracha. Additionally, it
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One year, at the Sanzer Rebbe’s Leil Hoshana Rabba tish, a distraught woman entered the sukkah and began crying, yelling
that the holy Divrei Chaim must help her on this auspicious night. Her only son, her sole source of income and sustenance, was
called up to report for the military draft tomorrow morning and as the Polish military commander was a well-known
anti-Semite who relished heaping scorn and pain upon his Jewish conscripts, it is imperative that the Rebbe bless him to get
out of the draft. R* Chaim was in an exalted state of mind. His body was in this world, but his thoughts and consciousness was
somewhere in the upper spheres of heaven. The chassidim tried to get his attention but his murmured response was that on
this exalted night, one cannot think of personal issues, only issues pertaining to the needs of the klal. No amount of cajoling
from the woman could shake the Rav out of his reverie and it wasn’t until R’ Dovid K’shanover z¢’l, the Sanzer’s son and a
1zaddik in his own right, finally stood up and blessed her with success, did she leave the sukkah in an utter state of panic.

Hours later, as the Rebbe’s tish was coming to a conclusion, R’ Chaim arose and began walking into his private room.
Suddenly, he stopped in the doorway and pronounced the famous words of Chazal: “Halacha B’yedua, Sh’Esav Sonei
L’Yaakov Ela Shenichmiru Rachamav B’osah Shaah - The law is known that Esav hates Yaakov, but at that moment
(when Yaakov met Esav and his 400 men - Parshas Vayishlach), he was filled with mercy.” Then, he turned, kissed the
mezuzah and entered his room. Nobody understood the message and no one had a chance to ask the Rebbe what he meant.

The next morning, the young man reported to the military tribunal to face the hostile commander who would be conducting
his interview. As soon as he saw the young Jew step forward, he smiled wickedly and stood up from his seat. He strode forward
and towered over the boy menacingly, as if to further intimidate him. In response, the young man burst into tears and began
shaking uncontrollably. He wailed and trembled and the commander laughed out loud at the perceived cowardice of the
Jewish conscript. He continued to laugh and heap scorn on the boy while the Jew cried and cried without end.

This went on for another minute or two, until the commander tired of his intimidation tactics and stopped laughing. But the
Jewish boy went right on crying, wailing loudly and weeping incessantly. The commander did not what to do. The Jew would
not stop crying. With a little less harshness in his tone, he told the boy to stop crying but to no avail. Softer now, he asked
him why he was crying so much and the young man blurted out his family details amidst a fresh torrent of tears. His words
were practically unintelligible and the commander strained to make them out. Still, the boy continued crying and now, the
military leader was soothing him with words of comfort. The commander had gone from a harsh madman to a merciful
comforter - and with his last move, he led the boy outside, saying, “Go, young man, you are free from military service.”

The boy did not even have time to compose himself and the commander turned sharply and went back into the tent
With an unburdened heart, the young man ran all the way home and told his family the good news. When word reached
the court of the Sanzer Rav, the chassidim now understood the cryptic words of the great R Chaim Halberstam on the
night of Hoshana Rabba, and the power this day has to soften even the ent anti-Semite’s heart.
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Yom: R’ Moishe Kalenkovitcher z¢”I, was well known for
his great hospitality. He not only received the poor and
downtrodden with a cheerful countenance as is directed by
Chazal, but in a good-natured manner he always managed to
call attention to breaches of etiquette which his wayward
guests sometimes inadvertently committed.

There were once two Maggidim (preachers) walking from
town-to-town preaching and inspiring the townsfolk wherever
and whenever they could. On one journey, they somehow got
lost between towns for a few days. Somehow, they eventually
found their way to R Moishe’s house, famished and
exhausted. Immediately, upon being served a hot meal, one of
them ate and drank in excess while his companion, desiring to
check him, turned to R” Moishe with a question.

“Reb Moishe, the Gemara states that up to forty years old, a
man sees more benefit from eating than drinking, and after
forty, from drinking more than eating. But I cannot
understand under what theory my friend, here, is conducting
himself; if he is under forty, why does he drink so liberally?
And if he is over forty, why does he eat excessively?”

R’ Moishe paused a moment and said, “We are also told by
Chazal to judge others from the most favorable side. Thus, I
presume your friend just turned forty today and can therefore
avail himself of the advantages of both sides of the rule!”
Yom3: As Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur pass, we emerge
clean and purified. This means that all our fellow Jews are
cleansed and purified too. No more grudges or ill feelings on
either side. One Nation, one Torah, united as children of
Hashem. This is the theme of Sukkos, when we take the Arba
Minim. Chazal explain that each min corresponds to a
different type of Jew. The esrog represents one who studies
Torah and does mitzvos; the lulav represents one who studies
Torah but doesn’t perform mitzvos; hadasim represent one
who fulfills mitzvos but doesn’t study Torah; aravos represent
the lost Jew who neither studies Torah nor observes mitzvos.
On Sukkos they are all bundled together in a “unity-bond.”
For this reason, we are taught (Sukkah 27b) that in reality the
mitzvah of sukkah was supposed to be “one sukkah for one
nation,” united and collective despite our many differences!
May we always merit to see the good in everyone.
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items that he could use and share with his fellow survivors.

The general took this request personally and a special U.S. military plane was sent to Italy on Eisenhower’s command to
pick up lulavim and esrogim, which were brought back to the Feldafing DP camp for the Rebbe and his followers.
Survivors who were present that first Sukkos in the DP camp would recall with awe the ethereal glow that was
permanently plastered on the Klausenberger Rebbe’s face from the performance of the mitzvos.
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In the city of Bnei Brak, there are many esrog merchants and one has numerous options to choose from while
purchasing an esrog. R’ Chaim Greineman z#’l, a renowned Talmid Chacham and the nephew of the Chazon Ish zt”],
distinguished himself by referring to himself as “Lulav Socher” (merchant), although he carried all the other Minim as
well. Everyone knew that he sold only the highest quality Arba Minim and his honesty and caring knew no bounds.

After his passing, a woman traveled from a town in the north of Israel to be menachem avel. She insisted on relating a
story that occurred many years ago and affected her family deeply.

The woman related that she lost her husband while her children were young and she struggled mightily to not only feed
and clothe her family, but see to their education and Torah learning as well. It was not an easy task and she could not
afford the best yeshivos and schools for her children with the little that she had, but she did her best.

A number of days before Sukkos, her 13 year-old son asked her for some money to buy Arba Minim. He had never had
one before but this year, he was a Bar Mitzvah, and really wanted to perform the mitzvos. Tearfully, she explained that she
didn’t have the money, perhaps he could borrow from a friend? Her young daughter came to the rescue and offered to
babysit and with the money she earned, her brother could buy a lulav and esrog for the chag. She worked diligently for a
few days and put together a small amount of money. On erev Sukkos, she handed her older brother the money and he
thanked her for her sacrifice. He then took the money and headed out to the street to purchase a full set for Yom Tov.

With youthful exuberance, he set out on his quest. After perusing a number of tables, he finally found an esrog that he
liked. He took out the money he had and told the merchant that he wished to buy the esrog. The man laughed at him and
said, “Do you want an esrog or a hadas? With this amount of money, I'm afraid that’s about all you’re going to get!”

Dejected, the boy walked away and his sensitive heart cried out in pain. He walked down the street and couldn’t hide
the tears as they rolled down his cheeks. A sympathetic yungerman noticed the boy with a kipah and #zitzis crying and
asked him what was wrong. The boy explained that he only had a small amount of money and did not know where he
could purchase Arba Minim for the chag. The yungerman pointed to a street up ahead and said, “Try Rechov
Yerushalayim. Harav Greineman sells Lulavim there. Maybe he can give you a discount.”

The boy followed the directions and came to Rav Greineman’s home. He told the Rav that he was learning in a local
Beit Sefer and he was hoping to buy Arba Minim for Sukkos. Rav Greineman was curious and asked the boy, “Your father
is not buying you a set?” The boy responded practically in tears again, “My father is in Gan Eden.”

Rav Greineman quickly understood the situation and acted decisively. ““You should know,” he told the boy, “I am a
lulav merchant, but I will only take money from someone who is working. A boy who learns in a yeshiva does not have to
pay. I don’t take money from him. A boy who learns Torah, the entire world is kept alive because of him!”

The boy smiled when he heard these words and inside his heart soared. He was not an unfortunate orphan who could
not even afford to buy a lulav and esrog for the chag. He was special - he learned Torah in yeshiva and according to the
Rav, he was deserving of a set of Arba Minim. Rav Greineman picked out a beautiful esrog and accompanied it with a
lulav, hadasim and aravos of superior quality. The boy was beaming from ear to ear.

But that was not all that Rav Greineman did. He made it his mission to look after the child and after Sukkos, he got him
accepted in Yeshiva Tiferes Zion, a higher caliber yeshiva in Bnei Brak, where the boy’s Torah learning career took off. He
became a solid ben Torah and raised his family’s level of observance immeasurably.

The woman who had traveled a great distance to the Greineman home during the shiva concluded her story. “Today, Boruch
Hashem, all my grandchildren are bnei Torah, learning in prestigious yeshivos - in the zechus of the Rav’s Arba Minim!”
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The Zohar writes that on Hoshana Rabba all the decrees that were sealed on Yom Kippur are dispatched. An
unfavorable sentence can still be torn up through a sincere repentance. It is a very serious time There is a widespread
custom to read the entire Sefer Devarim (Mishne Torah) on the evening of Hoshana Rabba, and some remain awake the
whole night to study Torah. In many Chassidish circles, the minhag assumed the character of a tikkun by reciting Tikkun
Leil Hoshana Rabba, the purification of the night of Hoshana Rabba. It is common for Rebbes to conduct a Leil Hoshana
Rabba tish, where food, drink and divrei Torah are dispensed to the devoted followers.
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marks the commencement of a new round of Torah reading,
as we begin Bereishis. Hence, since we first finish and then
we begin anew, we say “sissu”, first marking the completion
and then “simchu” marking the beginning.

Perhaps there’s another machshava to be said here. Yidden
as a whole, are comprised of many diverse people. We have
talmidei chachamim who spend their days and nights toiling
in Torah. But we also have the laymen who are kovea itim
while spending the majority of their day involved in their
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parnassah b’emunah. They may not have finished the Torah,
yet their portion is a cause for celebration and triumph as
well. We, therefore, mention both types of euphoria - the
“sissu” people who have completed and the “simchu”
people who also hold high the banner of Torah proudly. Not
to mention the nashim tzidkaniyos who may not have been
sissu but are surely simchu.

May we all achieve our unique portion in Torah, v’sein
chelkeinu b’sorasecha, thereby attaining sasson as well be”H.
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The dominant figure in the Feldafing DP camp immediately after the conclusion of WWII, was the Klausenberger
Rebbe, R’ Yekusiel Yehudah Halberstam z¢”l. What he did for the broken survivors was immeasurable. Although he
himself had lost a wife and eleven children in the war, he was a constant source of strength and inspiration to his fellow
survivors. He cared for them not only in a physical and mental sense, but even more so, in a spiritual sense. The story of
how he managed to obtain a set of Arba Minim in the DP camp is legendary, and for the broken survivors of the Nazi
inferno, shaking a lulav and esrog that first Sukkos after liberation was a soothing balm for their collective souls.

On the first Yom Kippur after the war, the Rebbe held a minyan for the survivors and, after Kol Nidrei, he delivered a
tremendously powerful speech. When he had finished, more than two hours later, there was not a dry eye in the shul. The
following day, the Feldafing DP camp residents were visited by the Supreme Allied Commander, General Dwight D.
Eisenhower, who later became president of the United States. The camp residents all gathered to greet him at the entrance
to the camp. The Klausenberger Rebbe also came to welcome the general with a braided challah and salt, the customary
gift for a gentile ruler, in one hand, and a Torah scroll in the other.

In honor of General Eisenhower’s visit, a welcoming ceremony had been organized and speakers were introduced. The
majority of the survivors wanted the Rebbe to be the main speaker, feeling that he could best express the survivors’
feelings and needs. Lieutenant Meyer Birnbaum ob ”m, a religious Jew and member of the 59th Signal Battalion, United
States Army, accompanied the general and served as his personal translator.

When the Klausenberger Rebbe reached the platform in front of eight thousand people, he unfurled his talis in the air,
recited the blessing loudly and wrapped the falis around himself in full view of the entire crowd. The Rebbe’s actions
made an enormous emotional impact on the crowd. Seeing the Rebbe adorned in a falis reminded all the survivors, even
the non-religious ones who hadn’t davened with the Rebbe earlier, of their beloved parents and other loved ones who had
been murdered in the sanctification of Hashem’s Name. No one dared to utter a sound.

As total silence reigned, the Rebbe began to speak. Although he began his speech by blessing General Eisenhower, the
honored guest, who had been chosen by heaven to perform the great kindness of liberating an innocent people taken to
slaughter, his words were directed primarily to the survivors, challenging them never to forget their heritage. He also
demanded of the “enlightened” and “cultured” countries of the world to not lose sight of what the Nazis had done to the
Jewish people. He spoke with an extraordinary strength, and his emotions heightened moment by moment. The crowd of
some eight thousand survivors was swept along with him. Tears streamed down every face; grown men wept like babies.

When the Rebbe finished speaking, he instructed the chazzan, Aharon Miller, to recite Keil Malei Rachamim for the merit
of the holy martyrs. As the words were recited, the crowd wept bitterly. The welcoming ceremony had become an
extraordinary sanctification of G-d’s name. The atmosphere of the crowd changed completely. Lieutenant Birnbaum
translated every word of the Rebbe’s speech for Eisenhower, who was visibly affected and promised to do everything in his
power to help the survivors. A special relationship of mutual respect developed between the Rebbe and General Eisenhower,
a relationship which lasted many years and was utilized several times for the benefit of the religious community.

At the conclusion of the ceremony, the general asked the Rebbe, “In what way can I help you now?” The Rebbe
responded that he had but one request. Could the general arrange for the Rebbe and the rest of the survivors to receive a set
of the Arba Minim, the four species for the holiday of Sukkos? The general had no idea what this was and looked on in
amazement as Lieutenant Birnbaum explained in basic terms what the mitzvos of Sukkos were all about. Upon hearing this
request, General Eisenhower was deeply moved. He realized that the exalted man, a survivor, standing before him was so
much more than that - he was a true man of G-d. There was no other way to explain why a former prisoner in a DP camp,
when asked personally by the Supreme Allied Commander for anything that he wished, would ask only for a set of religious




