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Halochos compiled by HaRav Chaim Bleier — Translated from the Hebrew edition by R' Zerachya Shicker

Please do not
read during
Davening or

Krias Hatorah

In the past, we have written about the halochos of esrog (Issue 8), and
lulov (Issue 60) [they are printed in Volume 1 of the Koveitz Chukai
Chaim]. To complement these, we felt the need to write about
hadasim and arovos, whose kashrus is no less important than that of
the lulov and esrog.

Hadasim Meshuloshim

The Hadas

1.

Hadas Shoteh
2.

It says in the Torah ('n 2" xp1), “Nay YV qav.” “Avos” means that
each group of leaves should have three leaves around
the branch, one next to the other and each with its
own point of attachment, thereby covering the stem.
This is what we call a hadas meshulosh. [lllustrations
courtesy of Rav Dovid Hirsh, author of Pe’er Halacha;
many thanks to him.]

If the groups of leaves of a hadas have two leaves aligned
and one leaf above (1"o I"nn "o v"Iw) or below them (2"n
X"70), it is called a hadas shoteh and is posul. Also, a hadas
that only grew with groups of two leaves from the branch
is posul (1"vj7o 2"n). See below (13) for how much of the
hadas needs to be meshulosh.

Definition of Meshulosh

3.

Part of one group. To be meshulosh, the leaves do not need to be
perfectly aligned at the exact same level. As long as each leaf’s stem
appears to come out from the same point when held about 30 cm
from the eyes, and all the leaves look like part of
one group without any ones set apart, the hadas is
considered  “avos”’/meshulosh  and  kosher
lechatchiloh ( ,07wn n'"MN NYax ‘o7 nndon X"TwNan
17 nan yaip Mtk wMan 104 'wvir X9 Tvin mw
170277 N™MAN Y777 1MAN1,' 2 NIK 0T 24T A"wm). -
Aligned along the urcumference Each leaf of a hadas is connected to
the branch by a stem with a “root” that is thicker than the rest of the
stem and takes up some space on the branch. On the most mehudar
type of hadas, the groups of leaves are aligned to the point that a string
can be wrapped around the branch’s circumference at the leaves’
point of connection and touch each leaf stem’s root. Even if the string
would go over the upper end of one root and the lower end of
another, the hadas is considered meshulosh in

the most mehudar way (170 1Man). The Chazon
Ish said that this is not a required shiur — as long
as the leaves are grouped together it is kosher as
mentioned above —but when all aligned at when
point, it is definitely good ( ndi0 DMkl DWITN
X"ITNN oW 'n "o q10).

Unclear. Some poskim are machmir if the “string test” for the
alignment of the leaves around the circumference would be
borderline or come close ('7n ™1an), but most poskim say as long as
the leaves look like they are part of one group, it is fine lechatchiloh
(N"ITNN MY T 702" N"MAN1 YR 1Man).

Each leaf is with the one next to it. If Leaves A and B’s stem roots
are aligned along the circumference of a branch [i.e., they would
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pass the string test], and Leaves B and C’s stem roots are aligned
along the circumference, that group is considered meshulosh even
if Leaves A and C’s are not (X"ITnn Ny 7027 N™MaNI Y777 1"an).
Small protrusion. On many hadasim, the leaf stems come out of
small protrusions on the branch. Some poskim hold these
protrusions are part of the root of the leaf stem, and if they are
aligned along the circumference, the group of leaves is considered
meshulosh (0" "y numn nyax nNwd 7oamp n"an). Others say
the protrusions can be viewed as part of the roots with respect to
the leaves’ alignment only if all the leaves look like they are in one
group (2"po 1"09 2w vIN YN 1MAN).

Leaf or Leaves Fell Off

8.

If a group of meshulosh leaves lost a leaf, some poskim hold since two
out of three are still there, it is considered “avos” (see above, 1) and can
be counted as part of the three tefochim of meshulosh leaves ( ,n"x
:2"7 1o X"avni). Others say since practically speaking, that section of
the branch is not covered, it is not “avos” and cannot be counted (|").
One may be a meikel in a pressing situation (n"j70 2"n).

Pulling off a shoteh leaf. If two leaves are aligned and one is higher
making that group of leaves a shoteh, pulling off the higher leaf does not
do anything. A group is only considered meshulosh despite a missing leaf
if it was meshulosh to begin with, not if it was originally a shoteh.

Size of the Hadas

Size of the Hadas

10.

11.

12.

Some poskim say a hadas must be a minimum of 2.5 tefochim long
(X"0 1" "o y"1Iwa nawx NT) [24 cm (Chazon Ish) or 20 cm (Rav Chaim
No’eh)]; others say it must be three tefochim (v"iwa x"). The Ramo
concludes that it should be three tefochim lechatchiloh, but 2.5 is
kosher bedieved. Under 2.5 tefochim is posul (n"po 2"n).
Modern-day units. If we go with the opinion that a hadas must be
three tefochim, it must be almost 30 cm according to the Chazon Ish
or 24 cm according to Rav Chaim No’eh.

Length of the wooden stem. The Torah refers to the hadas as an
“q1y,” meaning the size refers to the length of the wooden stem. Thus,
it is measured from the bottom even if there are no leaves there
(n"po1"nj "o X"itn ,X"o W"nny). The part without leaves does not count
for the meshulosh measurement though since a hadas’s leaves must
cover its stem. A hadas’s length is measured until the top of the stem;
leaves that extend over the stem are not counted (x"j70 1"\ "o 2"n).

How Much Must Be Meshulosh?

13.

Fully meshulosh. Along with the abovementioned minimum length of
three tefochim, a hadas must have three full tefochim of meshulosh
groups of leaves, i.e., not shoteh or two-leaf groups (n"o I"nn "o v"1w).
The three meshulosh tefochim do not need to be at the top of the
hadas; as long as there is a three-tefach [30 cm] meshulosh section
anywhere along a hadas, it is kosher lechatchiloh (ow x"'mn) and
mehudar (9 'vn 79 1T N, 'y n"Man npva L0 nMan).

Majority Meshulosh

14.

If most of three tefochim is meshulosh, the hadas is kosher
bedieved. If only a minority is meshulosh, it is posul. In modern-day
terms, if 17 cm [Chazon Ish] or 14 cm [Rav Chaim No’eh] is
meshulosh, the hadas is kosher due to rov.




15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Spread out. The three meshulosh tefochim do not need to be
consecutive. As long as there is a total of three meshulosh tefochim,
the hadas is kosher lechatchiloh even if they are spread out through
the branch. The same is true for a rov of three tefochim
meshuloshim: even if the meshulosh leaves are spread out, they can
be counted for the rov meshulosh as long as they are also the
majority of the leaves on the branch.

Most of the leaves or most of the branch? Sometimes, the upper
part of a hadas is crowded with leaf groups, while the lower part has
more room. Often, the upper section with most of the leaves is fully
meshulosh but is the minority of the length of the hadas, while the
leaves in the lower section are not meshulosh, or were meshulosh
but fell off entirely (above, 8). The poskim discuss whether we focus
on most of the leaves, in which case the hadas is kosher, or most of
the length of the branch, in which case it is posul.

Some say the majority of the branch’s length is what matters, not
the majority of the leaves. Thus, this hadas is posul ( I"aj7 "o X"ITn
T'p0). For the same reason, if the crowded leaves are not
meshuloshim or fell off, and on the lower part of the branch, which
is most of its length, there are meshulosh leaf groups, it could be the
hadas is kosher (nw x"itn). This is how most poskim pasken on this
matter ('t nix 79 TIT N1Q).

Some are machmir and hold that the majority of the length of the
hadas and the majority of its leaf groups must be meshulosh. This
comes out as a chumroh in both cases (17 nan yaip ,Jarnn w™an
A NI 0TN 2T Twn).

Visible majority. Some poskim hold a bare majority is enough ( nip2
n"po qor). Others hold it must be a readily visible majority ( n"no>
0"n1 'y 2"N 11 NINOK,P02ME MNan ,N"70).

Other Halochos Regarding Hadasim

Severed Top

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

Severed upper leaves. If some of the upper leaves of a hadas got
severed, it is still kosher (n"770 2"n) since the posuk calls a hadas an
“niay yv qav,” referring to the wooden stem, not the leaves.
Severed stem. If the stem got severed, some poskim hold it is still
kosher ("o v"iwa nuwxA nyT). Such a flaw invalidates a lulov, esrog,
or arovoh since it is visible; a hadas’s leaves cover its top and conceal
the fact that the top of the wooden stem was severed (0">j70 2™n).
Others say it is posul since it is not beautiful [“hodor”] (' ,7"axn
ow y"iva |'7019). The Ramo concludes that if possible, it is best to be
machmir and choose another one.

Severed stem and upper leaves. If the top of the stem was severed
and the upper leaves were either also severed or fell off, revealing
the flaw in the stem, some say even the poskim who hold a hadas
with a severed top is kosher would hold this hadas is posul since the
flaw is visible (2"j70 2jy' Mp2 ,2"70 T"awn a"no). Even if just one leaf
got severed, they hold it is posul since the flaw is visible from one
angle (2"7p0 x"nyw). The way to fix this would be to snip the branch
by the next group of leaves [assuming the hadas would still have the
minimum length]. That way, the top of the branch is covered by
leaves. However, this cannot be done on Yom Tov due to the issur of
mesakein (jy' MDA).

Others say that according to the poskim who hold a hadas with a
severed top is kosher, it is kosher even if the top of the stem and
upper leaves were severed. When they said it is kosher because the
flaw is concealed, they meant that to be hodor, hadasim just need
to be meshulosh; whether or not the top is intact does not affect the
beauty (7"po I"np "o X"ITN).

Dried Out

25.

26.

As hadas leaves dry out, first they become brittle to the point that they
would crumble under a fingernail, then they start turning white. They
only become posul due to their dryness when they lose their green color
and become white (r"o 1"nn "o v"1iw). Hadasim that were picked within
the past year are virtually never dry enough to be posul (x"7j70 2'
Shriveled. A hadas with shriveled leaves is kosher ("o nw y M)
“Shriveled” means not dried out, but not moist (2"7o n"nn "o 2™).
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Arovos

The Arovoh

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.
32.

Grows by a stream. Chazal explain that the Torah’s words “7n1 a1y”
(m A" xj) refer to a species that usually grows by a stream. An
arovoh that did not grow by a stream is still kosher lechatchiloh for
the mitzvoh (nawxn ' vynd). Although one does not need to go to
extra effort to get an arovoh that specifically grew by a stream, if a
person has two types of arovos in front of him and one of them grew
by a stream, it is preferable to take that one (2"o apy' nd2).
Elongated like a stream. An arovoh leaf’s shape is elongated like a
stream, not round like that of a tzaftzefa.

Sides are smooth, not jagged. One of the signs of an arovoh is that the
sides of its leaves are smooth, not jagged. Arovos can be found in Chutz
Lo’oretz without any notches whatsoever, e.g., “Shatzer arovos.”
Arovos with notches so small that they are barely noticeable are
mutar lechatchiloh (x"o ™ n "o y"iw ,7"n 19 0"ann). People in Eretz
Yisroel use such arovos since those are the ones that commonly
grow there. They use arovos from the banks of the Yarkon River
(a"o 1" ana an NN ,X"ITN), which have small notches, and certainly
Motza arovos, whose notches are extremely small.

If its notches are large or the sides resemble saws, it is posul.

Red stem. Another sign of an arovoh is a red stem. If the stem will
eventually turn red, it is kosher even while it is still green (pw X"'n0). As
long as the stem is not actually white, it can be called “red” (2"j70 2"n).

Size of the Arovoh

33.

34.

The minimum length of an arovoh is the same as that of a hadas
(above, 10): 30 cm [Chazon Ish] or 24 cm [Rav Chaim No’eh].

Size of the wooden stem. The size of the arovoh is measured on its
stem; the leaves that stick out do not count. The measurement goes
from the bottom of the stem, even before the leaves start, to its top.

Severed Top

35.

36.

An arovoh with a severed top is posul (2"o ™'n7n "o y"1Iw). This is only
if the wooden stem was severed; if the top leaves fell off, it is kosher
("o 2"n).

“Lavluv.” Some arovos [that can be found in Eretz Yisroel] have two
small budding leaves growing at the top that eventually develop into
bigger leaves. These are called the lavluv. Even if the lavluv got
severed, the arovoh is kosher as long as the arovoh’s wooden stem
was not touched. Even so, some people prefer getting arovos with
their lavluv so that they know for sure that nothing was cut off the
arovoh'’s stem (1"op "0 2"n 1"nIwn ,""Ka p 0N NaN). Many poskim
are not at all concerned about this (ay 2"n 111 nINX oM MMan
X"01"In "0 2"n7 'vin "N W AR NIV 'R NIR A"N).

Leaves Fell Off

37.

If most of an arovoh’s leaves fell off, it is posul; if a minority fell off,
it is kosher (2"o nw v"Iw). Some say it is kosher lechatchiloh ( ,I"po \"x
0"po apy' NdA), while others say although it is kosher, lechatchiloh it
is preferable to choose an arovoh without missing leaves (1"j70 X"an).
It could be this is for hiddur mitzvoh (12 'vn n">o 1T nn).

Dried Out

38.

39.

If most of an arovoh’s leaves are dried out, it is posul. To be posul, it
must be dried out to the point that the leaves lost their green color
and became white. Otherwise, it is still kosher even if it would
crumble under a fingernail ("zo 2™1 2"0 Dw Y"Iv).

Black leaves. When certain arovos —e.g., Shatzer arovos —get wet, their
leaves become black. They are not posul since black leaves are not
considered dried out, but it is proper to replace them for hiddur mitzvoh.

Inserting Leaves into a Holder [“Koishekel”]

40.
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One must be careful when inserting hadasim and arovos into
“koishekel” holders. They should be inserted gently; otherwise, the
leaves can come off and they can easily end up without three
tefochim of leaves. Even if three tefochim remain above the holder,
the part of the hadasim and arovos that is held is a bare branch and
not kosher. Thus, there are not four minim.
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