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your city for a simcha, yahrzeit or

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Kashrus in the Kitchen (53). Separation of Meat and Dairy.

Mix-Up of Kosher and Non-Kosher Utensils (cont.) What is
the halacha if a non-kosher spoon [or doubtfully kosher], for
example, gets mixed up with other kosher spoons? This happens
many times after a kitchen mix-up that rendered the spoon treif
till it is kashered, and before the question was ruled upon, the
spoon was put back in with the other spoons. Do we now have
to kasher all the spoons? The Rashba (1) rules that as long as the
kosher utensils are the majority of the mixture, we use the rule of
“bitul” - nullification, and the whole mixture is permitted. This
doesn’t even necessitate sixty because right now the utensils are
not giving a taste one into the other ). This nullification is
known as Bitul Yavesh Beyavesh, where there is a mixture of
dry items and a slight majority is enough to accomplish the bitul
nullification. The Shach 3) quotes a Maharil who argues on this
ruling and claims that we should apply here the rule of Davar
Sheyesh Loh Matirin. That means that whenever one does not
have to use nullification because there is another heter coming
soon, one should not use bitul, but rather use the other heter.
Thus, an egg born on Yom Tov which is mukizah and got mixed

AMYOW ToAWPIT TS 39 D PRIT NRD
v THIYP ,TN3 BN TWY Yo TR
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up with other permitted eggs, is not batul because one has the
option to wait till after Yom Tov and he does not need to come
onto bitul. Similarly, here, one can kasher all the utensils if there
aren’t too many, and not have to come onto using bitul.

Logic of the Rashba and Shulchan Aruch. The Rashba holds
that since it won’t become permitted by itself [unlike the egg
born on Yom Tov] it is not called a Davar Sheyesh Loh Matirin,
and it is nullified. Even the Shach would agree that if there is a
big loss or great trouble involved in kashering all of them, one
can rely on the bitul. Similarly, he would agree by such utensils
that cannot be kashered, like china, it would become nullified.
Final Ruling. Even though it would seem that one should kasher
the spoons to be machmir like the Shach @), one who wants to be
lenient has an interesting source upon whom to rely. Others
found one place in the Magen Avraham (5) where he holds like
the Mechaber and not like the Shach. The Mishna Berura )
and Shaar Hatziyon (7) agree to this and one can rely on this
leniency. Also, many people are not familiar with the kashering
process and find this new experience very difficult to do, and as
ment10 ed, in that case, even the Shach would agree.
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"rax 12 M o - The Gemara says an example of a "wmn 927121 97" is someone who says, ‘| will not eat meat or drink wine, like on the
day which my father (or rebbi) died.” The [n pyw 7"» N"n4] says it's a mifzvah o ™ AN 12 mnw Ova maynno. The N30 93 says N
the mpn for this is our Gemara where people fasted on the yahrizeit of a parent. mowaa the X" means even though the Gemara doesn't
mention actual fasting, it seems that was the minhag. The N"» adds that he has seen that fasting is only a mitzvah on the actual day of petira,
not on any later subsequent yahrizeit. He references n"yw 'o yopb where the 9ann says it's a minhag to fast when a n'n dies nmon ov)
(onon based on a 9y who brings a »mbwyy that "§vaw nmn 190 Nxand v NN Axnn”. Rav Avahu is quoted there as saying: sy x>
"D IMN 9 D95 Mnyv N ox. So, just like by that y7, fasting is only for that day, [owa 1a] the same might hold true for our halacha.

The X049 [0 ,an 1'v] reiterates that the mitzvah to fast on the nmn ow of a father or mother is specifically on that day and not on the o»
nMapn. X'y [oaa] brings the oy»n mn that says a v to this halacha is our Gemara. If so, says N"y, the same din of fasting applies to
127 Ny since it is also mentioned in our Gemara. The 2" [0 N'opn] when mentioning the myn of a yahrizeit, uses the b of .
He also says ['m i"0] that it is good to fast on the day of a1 mywn. If one fasts on the day of his parent’s petirah, certainly he should fast on
his Rebbi’s petira, because he is 27 71152 2»n even more than he is 2»n in vax 113. In 7390 I [ 01 N'opn] the n'n there says
that one who is 3 to fast on a v (because of an original nap) should know that it is very awn and he may not be nma it with ymn.

The 7"w [ v 1] says that one who is fasting on a yahrizeit may not partake or join in eating at a xn>on ovo nmyv. There are those
who are »m not to fast but make a siyum so that at least their seuda is a mxn NTYD. (2y P19 2"N HNr23 2903 Py) Some w9 explain
the reason for fasting on »ax mw ovis because on that day, the son’s mazelis weakened. The §"»0 >"5nm explains that when a son fasts, it
is a 9> for the father. The y"w M explains that the m5am of the myn s for the 12 to be NN 9 mymy, to be Ywyna wawa» which will
lead him to do Teshuva, which in tumn will be a = for the nw) to go higher YTy 2. X"y4 in his nxnx asks that his children not fast on his
yahrtzeit but save their strength to be nn wbna pow continuously [nyb mm] on that day & if it might be too hard for them, to hire others to

help out. The N'1h, 999”0 and NN ¥ 'Y ﬁwﬂj& _T'?

R’ Nosson Tzvi Wachtfogel z¢t”’l would say:

all reportedly did not fast on the day of a Yahrtzett.

| RYT

Y (4) NAP 71 TV (3) 2P TV ¥V (2) 27 7D NN (1)
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“nnnmY - The Targum points out that Lot delayed. The frop on this word is a Shalsheles which also indicates that there
was delay on the part of Lot. One of the lessons for the success of Avraham and failure on the part of Lot is hidden here.
Avraham moved without delay. Lot did not. Although he learned in Avraham’s home, he did not embody the message.
Hence, although he did engage in Mesiras Nefesh for chessed, he did not hurry to do it, unlike Avraham Avinu.”

A Wise Man would say:

“Life is not human beings having a spiritual experience. It is spmtual beings havmg a human experience.”
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While learning in the Ponovezh Yeshivah back in the early 1960’s, an Israeli bochur, one of the brightest and most
respected in the yeshivah, got engaged and married to an American girl in Bnei Brak. The wedding was festive and during
one of the ensuing nights of Sheva Berachos, the Ponovezher Rov, R’ Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman z#”’l, was invited to
attend. He happily participated in the simcha and while they were waiting for the chosson and kallah to arrive, the
Ponovezher Rov sat down at the head table and began conversing with a number of family members.

One of the American uncles of the Kallah innocently asked the Rov, “So, tell me Rosh Yeshivah, what does the
chosson do for aliving?”

Instantly, the Ponovezher Rov responded, “Why, he is a very successful builder (kablan) here in Israel.”

The uncle raised his eyebrows in surprise. A builder? Here, in Israel? At such a young age? He was mightily impressed.

Immediately, he stood up and ran over to his wife who was sitting and talking with a group of women. “Did you hear?
Your sister’s daughter’s chosson is a builder. And a successful one at that! Did you know that?”

His wife admitted that she did not and she, too, was impressed. They were under the impression that he was just another
yeshivah student who sat on a bench all day, with no source of income to speak of. The fact that he was a working man,
was truly surprising. Instantly, she stood up and went over to her sister - the machatenista - and kvelled. “Wow, I am really
impressed. Your new son-in-law is a builder here in Israel. That is amazing!”

The mother-in-law wasn’t aware of this tidbit of information and hurried over to her husband to verify this report. He
had not heard anything of the sort and was shocked when he learned that his new son-in-law was not a full-time yeshivah
student learning in Ponovezh, but rather a kablan who apparently spent the day working on construction sites.

He ran over to his new mechutan, the father of the boy and asked him if it was true. His blank expression said it all - he
had no idea that this was the case. As far as he knew, his son was one of the top bochurim in the Ponovezh Yeshivah.

While all this hullabaloo was going on, R” Yosef Shlomo was watching from his seat with amusement. He realized that
perhaps now was a good time to clear the air and he stood up from his seat at the dais and cleared his throat.

“Morei V'Rabbosai, 1 think an explanation is in order. The uncle of the kallah asked me what the chosson does for a
living, and I told him that he is a successful builder. Everyone here seems to be shocked and in wonderment about this
information, and I honestly do not understand why. Do we not recite every day in davening, 72 ©ov 29 and our Sages
expound on this posuk and explain, P NOX T2 »pN ON' - do not refer to these people as sons, but as builders? The
Gemara in Shabbos (-1p) further clarifies that these ‘builders’ mentioned here are the Talmidei Chachamim, the Torah
scholars who are responsible for building the world!” He looked at the uncles and aunts and proclaimed, “This chosson is
truly a builder - quite a successful one - for he shares a part in building the world with his Torah learning!”

The Ponovezher Rov continued speaking to the mesmerized audience. “The Mishna (in n>n) states: What is considered
a large city? One that has ten ‘batlanim’ - ten individuals who are mevatel their time from working and spend it on
learning and teaching Torah. Less than that is merely a village. Our chosson together with his esteemed colleagues in the
Yeshivah and all throughout the city of Bnei Brak, are literally building our city - and what more, they are protecting it as
well. Didn’t Avraham Avinu ask Hashem if there were at least ten ‘tzaddikim’ in Sodom who will protect the city from
destruction? Unfortunately for Sodom, there weren’t. These ten tzaddikim were the ten batlanim who learn Torah all day.”

“My friends,” he concluded, “don’t be so surprised. "TIw X5 DY MPN NDDY DNV 112 NI ON' - our chosson has the most &Y

valuable and important job in the world. He is not just building the city of Bnei Brak - he is literally protecting the world!”

TP TD VP D OWN ION VP DY APENETRA

Just as Sarah Imeinu was promised a child by Hashem in
the parsha, Elisha Hanavi repays the Isha Hashunamis for
her hospitality with a promise of a child in the Haftorah.
Unfortunately, the child became ill and suddenly passed
away. The woman cried out to Elisha who miraculously
revived the child. Chazal say miracles are not meant to be
flaunted, which is why Elisha “placed himself over the child.
He put his mouth on its mouth, his eyes on its eyes, and his
hands on its hands.” Such actions can still be perceived as a
miracle since it is unfathomable that such actions would ever
revive anyone. So, what is Chazal saying?

R’ Chatzkel Levenstein zt”’l (Yad Yechezkel) explains
that there is a fallacy in the world. Some believe that Hashem

TING ANALYSIS OF THE WEEKLY
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embedded power into the laws of nature and the world works
by itself with this power. This is really not the case. In fact,

the continued existence of the world is in itself a miracle, and |

just as Hashem creates food to satiate a hungry person, He
could have just as easily allowed a person to live without any
nourishment at all. The only difference between nature and a
miracle is that nature is what is seen frequently, while
miracles are infrequent — but both are sure acts of miracles.
Therefore, although Elisha Hanavi’s actions would
obviously not amount to revival by the laws of nature, when
understanding that even nature exists upon the premise of
miracles, one can see how by doing what he did, Elisha
managed to mask the miracle under the pretense of nature.
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Parshas vayera is replete with timeless lessons for life that we can glean from Avraham Avinu’s legacy. The following is

"C, one such lesson. Avraham pleaded with Hashem to spare Sodom from destruction. Many supplications were extended - only

for Avraham to receive a flat-out NO! A regular person would feel dejected and down - not capable of continuing life as usual.

’w Avraham, on the other hand, took this rebuttal in stride, writes the Izhbitza Rav, as if nothing was amiss. Only his staunch

conviction in following the ratzon Hashem enabled him to do so. Avraham Avinu had no personal agenda.
Another gem we find at the end of the parsha is the nisayon of Akeidas Yitzchok. On the posuk 'n DN Myaw) »2 NN, the

.| Medrash says that when Avraham asked Hashem not to test him again, Hashem was maskim. However, many Rishonim
& | consider kevuras Sarah as yet another test. Another difficulty arises when we study Rabbeinu Yonah on Avos. He says the
hardest of the nisyonos was that of the Akeida. Yet, he himself maintains that the death of Sarah was also a test. If the Akeida

was passed with flying colors, what was the point of an additional “‘easier” test afterward?
I saw a machshava from R’ Shimshon Pinkus z#”’I, that explains both difficulties. He says that misas/kevuras Sarah was

o v part and parcel of the nisayon of the Akeida. Part of passing a test is the ability to forge on with life’s sojourn, weathering its
Y& bumps and potholes with renewed vigor. Had Avraham become despondent after his “wife’s petira portion” of the Akeida

nisayon, it would have ch”’v reflected failure on the entire Akeida. The way he handled this final challenge, was a reflection of

=] the entire nisayon of the Akeida. We should all learn from Avraham Avinu’s inner reservoir of strength and the manner in

ﬁ‘:‘é:»’ 7 4 Y,’

which he passed all his tests, thereby em‘graci_ng our challenges as vehicles through which to grow closer to Hashem.
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"G Yom: Like every city in the Alte Heim, the city of Vilna also
,“ had a special committee that would decide on communal

matters pertaining to the needs of the city. When the great

&1 Vilna Gaon 22l resided in Vilna, he made an agreement

with the trustees of the committee that he was not to be

(t summoned to a meeting unless it involved a proposed new

communal regulation.
Once, the trustees wanted to pass a regulation that no

o .| outside paupers would be admitted into Vilna to collect alms.
S5 | They claimed that there had been such an unusual influx
¥%| entering the city that it was becoming a burden on the entire

community. They called a meeting and sent a message for

| the Vilna Gaon to join the meeting.

When the holy Gaon arrived and heard the proposal at

would not summon me to any meeting unless it had to do
with a new regulation to be enacted.”

“Yes, Rebbe,” they responded. “This is a new regulation
that we’re proposing.”

“No,” said the Gaon, “it’s actually a very old regulation.”

The trustees looked quite confused. As far as they knew,
there was never such a regulation instituted.

The Gaon explained, “This is a regulation from long ago
established by none other than the city of Sodom. They had a
law forbidding the admission of paupers or giving charity to
them. Now, you want to re-enact this same decree here!”
Ywn3: Chazal tell us that when someone converts to Judaism,
he is immediately taught the laws of what a person must give
from his produce to the needy (NN PNIYW LPD MWV TINN).
There is a deep and powerful message that is being conveyed
with this: the essence of a Jew is to be a giver and one who
performs acts of kindness — there are no exceptions!

"C, hand, he said to the trustees, “We had an agreement that you
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After the Akeida, Hashem says to Avraham, “Now, I know that you are G-d fearing, you are a yerei shomayim.” Rashi

*| says, quoting the Tanchuma, that Hashem told Avraham, “Now, I have an answer for the Satan and the nations of the world
.| who wonder why I love you so much. Now, I have proof because everyone can see that you have yiras shomayim.” We may
5 | wonder, didn’t everyone know at this point that Avraham was G-d fearing? He spent his days and nights inspiring the masses
"C, that there is a one and only G-d. His whole life was completely devoted to serving Hashem. Wasn’t that obvious? Furthermore,

wouldn’t we think that Avraham’s behavior at the Akeida demonstrated his love for Hashem rather than his fear of Hashem?
R’ Shimon Schwab z#”’l explains that ahavas Hashem alone would not have been enough to pass the test. The Medrash tells

s 1 us that when Avraham lifted the knife to slaughter his son, tears flowed freely from his eyes and went into Yitzchok’s eyes. His
&% love for Hashem did not overpower his love for his son. His love was fully there as a father loves his child and would never do
g% | anything to harm him, and therefore it was his yiras shomayim that stood strong and gave him the ability to pass this test.

Love and fear seem to be contradictory emotions, however, in our relationship to Hashem we need both. We need to feel a love

o¥%_| to Hashem so that we want to please Him, but we also must feel Fear of Heaven so that we will not transgress His will. Chazal
*| teach us that “Ahava mekalkeles es hashura,” Love destroys the normal order of things. But here we see that Avraham did not
= "‘,\,{ pass this most difficult test through love. He did not go to shecht his son because he was drunk with ahavas Hashem which led him
& | to do something crazy. Avraham passed this test by overcoming his tidal wave of tears and overpowering love and compassion for
X:5| his son with yiras shomayim. He was afraid to violate the command of Hashem because he valued the relationship he had with

Hashem. The lesson for us is that being a true oved Hashem means fulfilling Hashem’s command, no matter what.




