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Halochos compiled by HaRav Chaim Bleier — Translated from the Hebrew edition by R' Zerachya Shicker

Please do not
read during
davening or

Krias HaTorah

Shabbos before a Chasunah

Increased Joy

1. Weincrease our joy on the Shabbos before a chasunah in honor of
the chosson. This is an old minhag (1w 7Yw 1 N°2 °an NN X7awv)
TPD 2% PO TP D°NYWi NINA X0 and T 777), particularly among
Ashkenazim. [Sephardim nowadays do not do this; they rejoice for
the chosson primarily on the Shabbos after the chasunah.] There
are several names for this Shabbos, as we will discuss below.

2. Bringing down the shefa. It is well-known that all of a week’s
brachos depend on the preceding Shabbos; this is based on a Zohar
(1 '0). Accordingly, the Shabbos before a chasunah contains all
the hashpa’os [“spiritual flow”] of the chasunah. The level of joy
and kedushah that Shabbos will determine what happens
afterward (71”5 my 2’n YR’ Y PwIN 771 MK RN 1YY OMID MINX
v"P nwTpPa owa). Thus, it is an opportune time to daven and
prepare for the joyous day of the chasunah.

Names for This Shabbos

3. Shpinholtz. Early sefarim refer to the Shabbos before a chasunah
as the “shpinholtz” (’po x"1pn ®”Na k7 2"n i Y™ an). It comes
from the words “yb» 12w,” meaning: the son, i.e., the chosson,
rejoices ('a MX PXIY?1 TV VNDPIRIDN WNIW *INY O JRXD 271 'D).

4. Aufruf. Ashkenazim today call the Shabbos an “aufruf,” because
the chosson receives an aliyah (below, 28) [“aufruf” literally means
to call up]. This is the most common name.

5. Fahr-shpiel. Some call it a “fahr-shpiel,” because it is a small
simchah leading up to the big simchah on the day of the chasunabh.

Gettmg Brachos from Tzaddikim
Some have a minhag that on the Shabbos before the chasunah, the
chosson gets brachos from the city rabbanim, tzaddikim, and
chachamim, who wish him that the zivug should succeed. This was an
early minhag in Yerushalayim (25 mx 51 nown n"7w). If he does not go
on Shabbos itself, he should go between Shabbos and the chasunah.

A Chosson Resembles a King

Chosson Like a King

7. Chazal tell us that a chosson resembles a king. Here is what the
Pirkei d’'Rebbi Eliezer says (1"op): The chosson resembles a king. Just
as everyone praises a king, so too everyone praises a chosson for
the seven days of festivity. Just as a king wears garments of honor,
so too a chosson wears garments of honor. Just as there is joy and
feasting before a king every day, so too there is joy and feasting
before a chosson all seven days. Just as a king does not go out in
public alone, so too a chosson does not go out in public alone. Just
as a king’s face shines like the sun’s light, so too a chosson’s face
shines like the sun’s light, as the posuk says (1,0 o'»an), “It [the
sun] is like a chosson going out from his chuppah.”

When Is He Called a King?

8. Before the chasunabh. Itis clear from several poskim that a chosson
is like a king even before his chasunah (71721 no1> ”Y V™N "0 'R).
Some explain that he is called a king during the week of the
chasunah. Others say he is already called a king on the Shabbos
before the chasunah since already then he is zocheh to have his
aveiros forgiven (prnx> nnana owa 5n e 'o).

9. Until when? This status of a king lasts until the end of the week of
sheva brachos. As for the feeling of being a king, | once heard a line
that it depends on the chosson — A chosson is a king as long as he
treats his wife like a queen, for if he treats her like a maidservant,
then he becomes a slave... (Xp3rnRp GO *27I0 737 7" N).

Haircut

10. It is the minhag for a chosson to get a haircut before his aufruf
Shabbos, based on the posuk (™ 2" pw?), “Your eyes should see
akingin his beauty.” Some say a chosson may get a haircut on Erev
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Shabbos of his aufruf/shpinholtz even during Sefirah (7210 517
3"¥n »o n"R). We see from here that a chosson is already like a king
on the Shabbos before his chasunah.

New Clothes

11. The minhag for a chosson to wear new clothes for his chasunah
already starts the Shabbos before the chasunah. A chosson who
wears a shtreimel puts it on for his aufruf Shabbos.

12. Putting the shtreimel on. The minhag among Chassidim is that the
Rebbe puts the shtreimel on a chosson before Shabbos. Putting
this special Shabbos item on the chosson is like crowning a king
with the royal crown (see what we wrote about shtreimels in Issue 206,
par. 31 and on). Some note that this is like the minhag that the first
time a boy wears tefillin, a tzaddik puts it on him. As the quip goes,
n"aw stands for PY°pn Dpna Y110W — a shtreimel in place of
tefillin (y>"1pn onio »a9).

13. Shehecheyanu on a shtreimel. One can say the brachah of
Shehecheyanu upon donning a new shtreimel. Although we do not
wish “tevaleh u’techadesh” just like we do not say that for new
shoes made of leather since new shoes/shtreimel would
necessitate killing another animal first (3”51 o 710 "X X"N1), one
can still say Shehecheyanu.

14. Even though one does not say Shehecheyanu the first time he
shechts since he is harming a creature (2”0 "> »o0 7" X"M), in that
case he is shechting the animal at that moment, so Shehecheyanu
cannot be said then. However, when one puts on a new leather
garment or shtreimel, he is not the one who killed the animal, and
also, the brachah is not made at the time it is killed (2" "o ¥mp
> IR ' D M52 ’Yn 0°2°T NDOR 1" TY ,X"P0 1"awn).

Sitting at the Head

15. On this Shabbos, as well as throughout the week of sheva brachos,
the chosson is placed at the head of a seudah and at the head of the
shul since he is like a king (i"vn nmx »0» ). This is based on a
Gemara (2"y "> 91 p"m): How do we know a chosson reclines at the
head? From the posuk (> ,x"0 »yw»), “Ix 17715’ 1’ — just as a Kohen is
at the head, so too a chosson is at the head (1931 10n 73p Nroon wATN).

Chosson Does Not Go Alone

16. The halacha. A chosson requires shemirah. He does not go out alone
due to the spiritual danger, 1’1, at a time of joy (:13 no13). Also, he
has the status of a king, as we cited from Pirkei d’Rebbi Eliezer (above,
7) — “Just as a king does not go out in public alone, so too a chosson
does not go out in public alone.” The same goes for a kallah.

17. From when? According to the Gemara, shemirah must start from
the time of the chuppah through the week of sheva brachos ( xn1
TP 70 VN MY VLAY NV ,R"D T'0 "D 1"YiR). Some say it is also
required the day of the chuppah, akin to the Kohen Gadol’s need
for shemirah on Yom Kippur due to the importance of the time
(o”ann noin). Some say it starts the night before the chuppah.

18. Minhag. Some have the minhag that a chosson requires shemirah
several days before the chasunah. It could be this starts Motzei Shabbos
before the chasunah ("0 my xm mbw mM>Yn xXTwn). However, even
according to this minhag, shemirah starts the Shabbos before the
chasunah even if the aufruf is held early (%5 o & prx’ 2w n"w).

Aufruf

Escorting the Chosson to Shul

19. “Shil firen.” The minhag is for the shoshvinim to bring the chosson
from his house to shul for Shacharis. Other people also come and
escort them with song. Some view this as an allusion to the
concept of “MKR o°2°Y11 7°Y ¥ DTRY T172.” We urge him both
from in front and the back of him to remember to choose the
proper path for his home (onyovni o).
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20. Chosson in the middle. When three people walk together, the
most important one should be in the middle; the one under him
should be on his right; and the last one should be on the left ( xnv
x"p 15 771). Thus, when escorting a chosson, the chosson should be
in the middle, like a king. His father should be on his right since a
chosson must honor his father, and the mechutan should be on his
left. Similarly, when escorting a chosson to the chuppah, his father
is on his right, and the kallah’s mother is on the kallah’s right.

21. Greeting someone before Shacharis. Once the zman for Shacharis
arrives, one may not go to his friend’s door to greet him. “Shalom”
is @ Name of Hashem (270 v"» "o "X Y"w) — it is not befitting to
mention Hashem’s Name to honor a person before honoring
Hashem (x™po 2"n; see also Issue 103).

22. Even so, one may go to a chosson’s house before Shacharis to
escort him to shul, as is customary ('3 »o 7"n qoOr nwn N"w). It is
considered “simchas chosson,” which is like a mitzvah matter, in
addition to other reasons. Still, one should not greet the chosson
or mechutanim, even with just a “good morning,” because he is
intentionally going there to meet them; it is not merely incidental
(3o °oHXY TON). HOowever, one may wish “mazel tov” (Chukai Chaim
ibid., par. 17) or “gut Shabbos” (par. 18).

Refreshments before Davening in Chosson’s House

23. Eating. When people come to the chosson’s house to escort him
to shul, they should not be served refreshments, mezonos, sweets,
chocolates, etc., as one may not eat before davening (o n"x y"w
10 v"0). One must accept Malchus Shomayim upon himself in
davening before getting the bodily enjoyment of food (x"opo 2™n).
The poskim discuss at length the seriousness of this matter ( p"in
R"D'D W71 1P , 2"V 101 npn).

24. Even though one may eat before davening if he needs to for medical
reasons (3"o ow Y"Mw) or if he is very hungry (7”9po 2”1 770 ow), food
should not be presented as refreshments to everyone. Even when
one may eat, he may not do so in a gathering of friends, as that leads
to tarrying with personal matters before davening (3"5po a™).
Serving refreshments also presents a stumbling block before people
who have no heter to eat before davening. One loses more than he
gains by doing this. We have seen places in America that have
disregard for this. One must avoid this, for it is not minor
refreshments [“>p T12°3”], but rather major disregard [“2mn 51151”]...

25. Drinking. However, coffee may be served with sugar and milk. The
minhag nowadays is to be meikel with this, as it is very helpful for
davening, and it is not an issue of arrogance (2"5po 1"n; see Chukai
Chaim, Issue 103, par. 47). However, people should not drink in a
group of friends; they should drink and leave.

Kiddush after Davening

26. Once, the minhag was to make the simchah of this Shabbos on
Friday night, not with a fixed seudah, but by serving things like
fruit, wine, and the like to the guests (x> mn ,axa nywn i Y™
'y »0). Today, the minhag is to make the simchah on Shabbos
morning after Mussaf (2" 7™ 5721 1y nbw).

Chosson Gets an Aliyah
Hotza’ah v’'Hachnasah

27. The minhag is to honor the chosson on this Shabbos with taking |

out and returning the sefer Torah (1”0 X5 2717771 7°37,7"0 "0 YR 7OP).

Chiyuv to Get an Aliyah

28. The chosson gets an aliyah on this Shabbos before the chasunah
(1”27 »o Mo MR X" ,w1a%). His chiyuv precedes all other chiyuvim
in shul other than a bar mitzvah boy, who has the same level of
chiyuv ("9p »o Y"nx1).

29. Shabbos sheva brachos. A chosson should also get an aliyah on his
Shabbos sheva brachos. Some say the reason he gets an aliyah on
both Shabbosos is to differentiate between the Torah he learned
before he was married and the Torah he will learn after he is
married, based on the Gemara (2"v 2”0 77 nm2’) that says that a
man without a wife does not have Torah or brachah (onyon o).

30. King. Another reason for the two aliyos is that just like a king writes
two sifrei Torah (n™ 1 0127), a chosson gets two aliyos to the Torah
(3" MY nobn wITN).

31. Marriage of neshamos. Tzaddikim are quoted as saying that
although the chosson and kallah get married under the chuppah,
the marriage of their neshamos takes place when the chosson gets
an aliyah on his aufruf Shabbos. Since it is a spiritual matter, only
the Torah can bind them together in marriage. Accordingly, there
is exalted joy during the aliyah over the linking of the neshamos. A
chosson should not miss the magnitude of this lofty moment.

Singing

32. “Yaamod.” The chosson’s aliyah is a time of simchah. He is called
up in a loud voice with a tune, “Yaamod, hachosson, Ploni ben
Ploni, chazak!” (2'mp mx 5"n 77 o°nyovnn)

33. After the aliyah. We also sing for the chosson after the aliyah and his
brachah (7 2”77 2"m wYn NYW 5710 X0 ,w1av). Some sing just a tune,

while some Ashkenazi communities sing the words of the piyut, “ Tnx
P99, 5Rw°H 210 R HRIW WK 135 935 W D-R TNem .

34. Cover the sefer Torah. During the singing for the chosson, the
sefer Torah should be covered, as it is not respectful for a Torah to
remain uncovered for a long time (n"po v™»p "o 'x). This is
especially important when sweets are thrown, so the Torah does
not get damaged or dirty.

Throwing Sweets

35. After the aliyah, we throw sweets at the chosson and sing for him,
based on the Gemara (2”y "1 77 NM>13) that says, “We direct wine
through pipes before the chosson and kallah and we throw roasted
grain and nuts before them” (7”po k"0 1 »o 71Y11 1NYW). The minhag
is that the women throw from the ezras nashim.

36. Nuts. There is a minhag to throw nuts because the gematria of
X is the same as the gematria of V"1 and of 2"v. This alludes to
the forgiveness of all a chosson’s aveiros (n"pnn Nx 07310 "NYL).

37. Almonds. There is also a minhag to thrown almonds. Almond trees
produce nuts very fast; this minhag is a way of saying the chosson
should similarly be zocheh to produce his offspring (ow).

38. Raisins. There is also a minhag to throw raisins, which are inferior
grapes with little moisture, to hint that his wife should not be able
to cause him to sin. Chava caused her husband to sin by squeezing
grapes and giving him wine, but these grapes are inferior and do
not have moisture (ow).

39. However, some point out that one should not throw raisins since
they are soft and get the shul dirty, and the raisins themselves also
get dirty (x"3po x"vp »0 2"n). If they are wrapped in pekelach though
(below, 40), this isn't a reason not to throw them.

40. Pekelach. Most people put nuts, raisins and types of sweets in small
packages — “pekelach” — which are thrown at the chosson. This is a
hint to the chosson that many sorts of “pekelach” will be thrown at
him from Above, but he should know that within the pekelach, there
are also sweet things (o°p>7x Dwa 1701 MY 0”N7 MY D).

Av HaRachamim

41. Av HaRachamim is said on the aufruf Shabbos. The chosson does
not yet have the actual status of a chosson which would warrant
omitting Av HaRachamim (’po2»1p n™ian owa 20w My XM 2% Nnw’ 'o).

Early Aufruf
Before Leaving His City
42. Aliyah. If a chosson is leaving his city prior to the Shabbos before
his chasunah and they are singing for him then, he must get an
aliyah the Shabbos before he leaves his city. That is the main chiyuv
(0w Y"nR>2,n™po 2707 PO R ,w1avn).
43. In such a case, if they will also sing for him on the Shabbos before
his chasunah, he gets another aliyah then but he does not come
before other chiyuvim. If they do not sing for him, he has no chiyuv
to get an aliyah (ow Y"nx°3; see Issue 137, par. 21).
Shemirah. We already wrote that a chosson only requires
shemirah after the Shabbos before his chasunah, not after an early
aufruf.

44.

DM RN

1299757 W 2317 2n03 11N
L e e e AT

P

| e ﬁ}’”s: N PR o

v T T T T 2T RaT 132 ORI
(pmaT) PO 02w Pan
A3 P2 YW
93 B2 RYPIET Yo 3ay

vem e PEIPTIIYY TR 1
P12 PUIND RUIND Y7OR
W'D "W D1 Wy s Hanw
©5y3m 1200 v IR
P13 1 PPy oINS

[2pwa] X2*1 7D FonS Hoye mnn
13 P AmaR BS990 TPy weTen vaa
ORRDD’ ORIND WIS RPN TR
11:00 Fw:s 23 W5 15

D FINS 75 FID T ST RIW ADTN 1SR
Db R Hop nws 1727 5N 2377 ,0°0720 2w T
T TIRWY TOMT 200 IR RIDPS RIIIT RO A2 T

D o 1o 2npa WY Tow




