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The Mitzvah of Mezuzah

Importance of the Mitzvah

1

The mitzvah of mezuzah is one of the most common mitzvos. Every
Jewish home has mezuzos affixed to its doorways, and people pass
them on the way in and out hundreds of times a day. Thus, we saw a
need to set forth the halachos in a multiweek series in a clear way that
appeals to everyone and covers common issues. This way, we will be
able to reinforce these halachos and their meticulous fulfillment.
Constant mitzvah. Although people view the mitzvah of mezuzah as
one that is fulfilled by the act and at the time of affixing the mezuzah
to the door, one fulfills the mitzvah at every moment, even when he
is not home (72’17 20 Mo "N5YW17). The Rambam also writes (71 Mo
anm) that it is a constant obligation for everyone and that every time
one enters a doorway displaying a mezuzah, he should think about
Hashem’s Oneness. We have hundreds of opportunities a day to
awaken within us thoughts of Hashem’s Oneness.

The Rambam writes: One must be careful about [the mitzvah of]
mezuzah, for it is an obligation on everyone constantly. Every time
one enters or leaves, he encounters the Oneness of Hashem’s name.
One should remember His love and awaken from his slumber and his
errors in the foolishness of this world. He should know that nothing
lasts for eternity other than the knowledge of the Creator of the world.
He will immediately return to his senses and go on the straight path.

Segulah of the Mitzvah

Long life. While we know reward for mitzvos is not in this world,
nevertheless there are mitzvos whose reward is stated explicitly in
the Torah, e.g., the posuk says about the mitzvah of kibud av v'eim,
“Pr> R wnd” (mm o). Similarly, the posuk says about the
mitzvah of mezuzah, “ D>n> 127 (Y%, PIYWI1 IN°2 MM YY DNanN
121 02°32°1m7” (a7 porTp). If one is careful about this mitzvah, his
life and the lives of his children will be lengthened; if one is not
careful about it, they will be shortened [v'n] (7797 >0 7 y"w).
Protection. Great is the mitzvah of mezuzah, for the house is
protected through it (7”21 0 710). Mazikin flee from a house with a
mezuzah affixed to its doorway because of the Name v
inscribed on the mezuzah'’s exterior (07 3nnX1 0 971). This Name
stands for Yxw’ N7 "MW [Guardian of Jewish dwelling places]
(>R owa n”o1 "o nwn °311), and this protection hovers over a
person even when he is outside his house (.2"> mnn xn X"w7n).

The Mitzvah

6.

Affixing the mezuzah. It is a mitzvas asei to write the parshiyos of
Ynw and Y1mMw ox M on a klaf and to affix them to the doorpost
(X"0 1”21 "D YMY), as the posuk says, “TJn’a mmm Yy onano
Twwal.” However, the main mitzvah is affixing the mezuzah, not
the actual writing. Thus, one may buy a prewritten mezuzah and
affix it (2 mx 1”57 >0 VYN WIPN ,3"oN MxN N"1n).

Every doorway in the house. The mitzvah is to affix a mezuzah to
each and every doorway of the house’s rooms, not just the
doorway of the house’s main entrance (270 191”0 X"7).

701N Ya

8.

Two mezuzos on the right. If one affixes two mezuzos on the right
side, he violates 7Po01n Y2 (»0 727WN *NND ,7"5P0 1757 "0 DWITP NYT
2"po x"¥7). Thus, if a mezuzah affixed to the wall is hard to detach
for inspection, one should not place an additional mezuzah there,
as that is a problem of mpon Ha.

One on the right, one on the left. Some hold that affixing one
mezuzah on the right and one on the left is a potential problem of
7PoIN Y2 (1”01 0 TP P 0"nn) even if one wants to do so because

10.

287

he is unsure which side to put it on ("o »o X"n pnx> nnan n"vw). Others
hold this is not a problem of m°01n Y2 (¥ 112 "W). Yet others are
unsure ("2 Mx X"D 777 NN ,X192 a0 M),

Exempt spot. Some hold that if one affixes a mezuzah in a spot that
is exempt, he violates 7701n Y2 (r"op 0”10 MR ©’NN N"W). However,
most poskim hold he does not violate 57010 Y2 (2 mx x"0 777 n2IN).

Rented Home

D’oraisa or D’rabanan?

11.

12.

13.

D’oraisa. One who lives in a rented or borrowed home is chayav in
the mitzvah of mezuzah. Some hold this is on a d’oraisa level since
the mitzvah is incumbent on the occupant of the home and it is for
protection, which a renter also needs (,.79p P20 R"2w7 :Xp 1”2 7"
35N 711N PR DO ,R™ A 17D 07T MYynwn).

D’rabanan. However, most poskim hold this chiyuv is only
d’rabanan. They say that when the Torah writes “Jn°3,” it implies
a house only designated for you, to the exclusion of a rented house
(‘WX OIN OO AN YN WRY,NPH0 17T RV T 7T NININ '0IN NIpon
TP 70 Y 'Y MNIIND 19D ,2"Y X"Op 1T NAW 1711 172, X" 2"p 7T n").
Shulchan Aruch’s opinion. Some say the Shulchan Aruch holds the
chiyuv is only d’rabanan (1o »o p™17n X" n"w). However, there is
an implication that the Shulchan Aruch holds it is d’oraisa (0 "p
D°71X°22 2700 1”91 o minm °nnd). Thus, one should not use the rule
of X"pY 112177 poo to be meikel in uncertainties about rented
homes ("2 mx 7o ow).

Occupant’s Chiyuv [1771 nain]

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Since the chiyuv of mezuzah is on the occupant, not the house, if a
rented house is missing a mezuzah, the renter, not the landlord,
must make sure to buy a mezuzah and affix it (370 X"¥1 0 y"w).
Rented assuming there were mezuzos. If one rented a house with
the assumption and understanding that it had mezuzos, but in
reality it did not, it is not a mekach ta’us [mistaken transaction] —
the renter must follow through on the agreement. We assume that
the renter was prepared to live in the house even if there were no
mezuzos and he would need to affix them, and that he agreed to
this from the outset even though he now says otherwise (ow y"1v).
Landlord stipulated. Even if the landlord stipulated that there
were mezuzos and the renter was quiet but in the end there were
no mezuzos, it is not a mekach ta’us; the rental stands.

Renter stipulated. However, if the renter expressly stipulated that
he is renting with mezuzos, it would be a mekach ta’us. He can either
withdraw from the rental (7n »o n"x ™) or rent the home and
have the landlord pay him for the mezuzos (x™ nx x"0 9771 nan).
Showed him a home with mezuzos. A landlord showed a renter a
home with mezuzos. Later, when the renter came to live there, the
previous renter came along and claimed the mezuzos were his; he
just did not take them down because a renter should not take
down mezuzos when he leaves (see 29 below). Now he wants the
new renter to take the mezuzos down and give them to him.

The new renter can say he is not taking them down since he rented
a home with mezuzos from the landlord. However, if the last
renter wants to take them himself, he can do so since they belong
to him — the new renter cannot stop him. If he does not want to
take them down himself because of the halachic issue (below, 29),
he has to take it up with the landlord, not the new renter. He can
ask the landlord to take them down — in which case the landlord
will have to replace them since he originally showed the new
renter a home with mezuzos — or to pay for them. The new renter
is not obligated to take them down to give them to the last renter.
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When Does a Renter Have to Put Up Mezuzos?

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

Chutz La’aretz. One who rents a house in Chutz La’aretz is exempt
from the mitzvah of mezuzah for thirty days (2750 1’971 "0 Y1),
either because a period of less than thirty days is considered
temporary (n°bv 7”1 X’V T'n 77 MmN 'on) or because we are
concerned he will pull out if he does not like living there (0w »wn).
According to most Rishonim, who hold a renter’s chiyuv is
d’rabanan (above, 12), Chazal only obligated a renter after thirty
days since that is when the home appears to be his (ow 'o1n).
Long-term rental. Some poskim hold that even if a person in Chutz
La’aretz agrees to rent a house for more than thirty days, he still
only becomes chayav after thirty days ( nbni a1 ,0w ywn mynwn
3”570 ANYW P12 N 2'Mpo N"NND Y™ YY *ax).

Others hold that a rental less than thirty days long is exempt from
mezuzah, but a rental more than thirty days is obligated in
mezuzah immediately (Dn7a 777,A1mM 97 M0 *PNI ,.NNP NIV RN
™ »D RYY 27 RIR 0" ,2™ 70 KM 0N 2217 1w 1791 070). Some
testify that this is the minhag (o ®"n 7" n”ax N "1 0”0 VW'AMY
D°YWIP T"aR3 10 P 10 ,0Yp). However, one cannot be compelled
to put up mezuzos within thirty days (7 'vi 3’0 9771 nam).

When is the brachah said? Even if one wants to be machmir to put
up mezuzos right away, it would seem logical that he cannot say
the brachah since his chiyuv is uncertain. However, after thirty
days, when his chiyuv is in effect according to everyone, when the
mezuzah is already affixed to the doorway, many poskim hold he
can no longer make the brachah ( 917 ,0"5p »o ©"n> NV ,7"5pO TV
D7X »n 7720 nbwi). Ultimately, he would not have the zechus of
making the brachah on his mitzvah at any point.

Thus, this is what is recommended: if he wants, he can affix a
mezuzah right away without a brachah to fulfill the mitzvah
according to multiple opinions and for protection from mazikin.
Then, at the end of Day 30, before the chiyuv of thirty days starts,
he should take down the mezuzos, make a substantial interruption
and divert his attention, and then affix them again with a brachah
on the night of the 31 (2"xp p"o ArIIA OYVNIP).

The above discussion about renting for more than thirty days is
when there was a verbal rental agreement. However, many
poskim hold that if there was a legally recognized rental contract
they cannot back out of or a kinyan they cannot back out of —as is
customary in most places — the renter is chayav to put up mezuzos
with a brachah immediately, not after thirty days (>0 g0 °n wx 12
D”p 7D 1M 1771 VIV NV ,ANM).

Home purchase in Chutz La’aretz. One who buys a house in Chutz
La’aretz must put up mezuzos with a brachah as soon as he enters;
the thirty-day petur does not apply. Most poskim hold that even if
he does not end up staying for thirty days in the house he bought,
he is still chayav in mezuzah right when he enters, as a house one
owns does not have the status of a temporary house (n"w »p
51791 1777 2P YYo 0o nown).

Renting in Eretz Yisroel. One who rents a home in Eretz Yisroel
must put up mezuzos right when he enters. Even if he is not so
established there, his chiyuv starts right away because of the
mitzvah of yishuv Eretz Yisroel; the hassle of finding other mezuzos
will prevent him from leaving so easily. l.e., since if he were to
leave his home, he cannot take the mezuzos with him (below, 29),
he will only leave with difficulty due to the hassle of finding new
mezuzos for his new place. This will cause the fulfillment of yishuv
Eretz Yisroel (X"y 7" 77 minin »"w).

Another explanation is that the mitzvah to live in Eretz Yisroel
causes any amount of time living there, even a single day, to be
considered “fixed” [yap] (o”amn o7y "% nn).

Not Leaving a House without Mezuzos

Renter May Not Take Mezuzos When He Leaves

29.

30.

A renter who put up mezuzos in a house may not take his mezuzos
with him when he leaves at the end of the rental period (»o y"w
270 X"¥7) [the same is true when one sells his house ( 1% nw n"w
"po n"nnoa X7 >"p »o)]. Even if he stipulated when he put them up
that he was planning to take them afterward, he may not take
them, as he does not have the ability to make such a stipulation

31.

Expensive mezuzos. If the mezuzos are expensive and the new
renter does not want to pay so much, the last renter cannot
demand full payment for them since the new renter is not
interested in them and can tell the last renter, “Either give them to
me at a cheap price or take them and | will buy cheaper ones.” If
the last renter does not want to take them down, he must give
them to the new renter at a cheap price.

Reasons for the Issur

32.

33.

34.

35.

Ends protection, mazikin come. The Rishonim give several reasons
for this issur. One is that since mazikin come to a house without a
mezuzah, when one removes mezuzos it is like he is damaging the
people in the house (2"y x"p 77 oW 'OIN). Since he does not care
about his friend’s sons’ protection, he is also punished (20
S19wx:). According to this, it would also be assur to have a non-Jew
or child remove the mezuzos (v"sp "o wNY 13%7).

Removes the Shechinah. The kedushah of the Shechinah is on this
house due to the mezuzos; one should not remove it (ow x"a0").
Disgrace to the mezuzah. The Geonim say the reason is that it is a
disgrace to the mezuzah to remove it from its spot and end its mitzvah
(MY>w ' MNYRW ,JIR3 K& 271 °RNX 17). According to this, one would be
allowed to take mezuzos down if he will put them right back up
elsewhere. Some rely on this if there is no other option whatsoever
("o n"nno »p), as according to the other reasons, even this is assur.
Even when replacing right away. Even if the new renter or the
landlord will put up mezuzos as soon as the last renter takes his
down, we do not make an exception; it is still assur due to the
possibility that the new renter will not put mezuzos up as soon as
the last renter removes his ("po n"nno ,qor *>73).

Ways to Take Down Mezuzos

36.

37.

38.

39.

Replace them before leaving. If a renter put up expensive mezuzos
and wants to take them when he leaves, there is something he can
do: some time before he leaves, e.g., a few days before, he can
replace the expensive mezuzos with basic, yet kosher, mezuzos,
which will remain when he leaves. Then, he can demand money
for the cheaper mezuzos from the new renter. However, he should
not do this the day he leaves (,>"p 0 7"n >N N"w ,X"pPo D*V1TP NYT
DSWTY TR TN PO 111 ,0"Ip 70 2717197 VAV 1Y, 2770 KD YT NaIn).
Ask the new renter to take them down. Another option is to tell
the new renter that the mezuzos belong to the last renter. Then,
when the new renter enters the home, the last renter can ask him
to return them by putting up his own mezuzos; after he takes them
down he should return them to the last renter. This too should not
be done the day the new renter enters the house due to potential
danger and because we do not make exceptions. It should be done
some time after the new renter begins living there, e.g., two weeks
later (x"op >0 2N wN X2 N"WY).

Take payment. Another option is to leave the mezuzos for the new
renter and request payment for them since they really belong to
the last renter (above, 30).

When painting the house. If the house will be painted after the
last renter leaves, the mezuzos can be taken down to paint the
doors and doorposts. Then, as soon as the new renter comes into
the house, he should put up his own mezuzos and return the old
ones to the last renter.

Renting or Selling to a Non-Jew

40.

When renting or selling a house to a non-lew or after renting a
house from a non-lew, not only is it mutar to take down the
mezuzos when leaving (270 X”x1 70 y"v), but one must take them
down. Otherwise, the non-Jew might take them and treat them
disrespectfully. Another concern is that a Jew might enter the
house with a mezuzah thinking it is a Jewish home and end up in
danger (X"2p "0 2N Y72y’ NY’RY 1MW X" 27p N2 PYRYYA NN ).

Selling a Mezuzah to a Non-Jew

41.

42.

(R"p "0 779 NRD "W). One who removes mezuzos endangers

himself. The Gemara (x"y 2"p 77 ") tells of someone who took his)|

mezuzos and left — he buried his wife and two sons ™.

J “\ sell mezuzos to non-Jews.

......

Similar to the above reason (40), one should not sell a mezuzah to
a non-Jew, as he might disgrace it (ow x"m). Even if he wants to
affix it to his doorway for protection, one may not sell it to him, as
he might end up disgracing it if he feels it did not protect him; also,
his heirs might disgrace it (5™ n). An exception is if not selling it
will cause hatred or will be detrimental to Yidden (ow x"m).

Thus, people who sell Judaica items in stores where non-Jews also

enter must be careful not to LW NI WA 11 s
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Paying for them. Nevertheless, if an outgoing renter
leaves mezuzos, he can demand payment from the
new renter since in actuality, they belong to him (>"a
X" ,mIn 121 owa). However, we cannot forcibly
take money from the new renter (T 7517 Ix3).
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