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Halochos compiled by HaRav Chaim Bleier — Translated from the Hebrew edition by R' Zerachya Shicker

Please do not
read during
davening or

Krias HaTorah

Halachos of Mezuzah -2

Structures and Rooms Requiring a Mezuzah

Type of Place That Requires a Mezuzah

Not all structures require a mezuzah. Chazal (2" x"’ 07 XY 'N3)
derive from the posuk “121 g2 mmm Sy onanx” that only a
structure intended for dwelling — like a n°a/house — requires a
mezuzah. This excludes a small structure before a gate ["yw n"1]
or a foyer [17700x] which does not lead to a residence. Also, since
a house is respectable, only respectable areas are chayav. This
excludes bathrooms, bathhouses, and the like. Finally, the fact that
a house is meant for mundane living tells us that a shul is patur.

Shul/Beis Kneses, Beis Medrash

2.

Shul. A shul or Bies Kneses used for no other purpose is patur from
mezuzah (301271 "W). This is either because it is holy, while only a
mundane structure requires a mezuzah (711’0 0"am); or because it
is only meant for davening and thus not considered “qn»2” (7T
7 IR 17 >0 K™IM XD >0 T 0NN ™MW ,1"0 2™ 0 130pi); or it is because
of the very kedushah of a shul, not because it is not a mundane
residence (X 57 XY 7TV "01N).

Private shul. Some indicate that the reason is because “n»a”
implies a structure exclusive to you, whereas a shul belongs to
others too (pPxw 7”7 oW 'oIN ,.X™ R’ *"wM). Accordingly, a privately
owned shul would require a mezuzah even if others have
permission to enter. In such a case, one should be machmir to put
up a mezuzah, just without a brachah (n”nno,7 Mx 7DW »0 3728 "W).
Nowadays. Many shuls today have mezuzos. The reason is
because many shuls have people learning inside all day, giving
them the status of batei medrash, where we do put up mezuzos
(below, 5). However, if a shul does not have regular learning taking
place all day —even if there is a shiur there for an hour or two, after
which the shul is locked until Minchah and Maariv, or the like — it
is patur from mezuzah.

Beis medrash. Some poskim say a beis medrash is patur from
mezuzah for the same reasons a shul is patur (1 57 m>72 '3 0"y
D DY PMYa Anwxa T X"p). Others say it is chayav since, as
opposed to a shul, where people only stick around for davening,
people sit all day in a beis medrash and they also snack and nap
there. Thus, it is similar to a residence (Dw y™wa X™ 11210710 D"NN).
In practice. Since there is a machlokes, it is proper to put up a
mezuzah, but no brachah should be said (0w y"v).

Storage Cellar, Machsan

7.

Wine, oil cellars. Wine cellars and oil cellars require mezuzos (y"w
X"0 191 *0) with a brachah (1o »o pn7m ®"1 n"w). Although no one
lives there, they are considered “residences” because people go in
and out (M7 DWA '), or because people keep personal articles
in these rooms and use them for activities pertaining to daily living
("o WP ).

Nevertheless, since there are Rishonim who hold these cellars are
patur from mezuzah (DW XY >PRM X207 "7 1D DA PW), in
practice one should not make a brachah on cellars due to safeik
(2 MR 770 >"1 197 VIV DY /A MR 17X 70 *"1 NI NMY).

Machsan. A machsan [storage room] used for things such as
suitcases, Pesach dishes, sukkah materials, or rummage that is
entered on occasion has the status of a storage cellar: strictly

10.

11.

12.

288

Plastic machsan, shed. People commonly have plastic sheds in
their yard or on the roof. Some are bigger than 4x4 amos.
Nevertheless, some hold that even a storage cellar must be livable
to require a mezuzah (o 2’n YYD 11 NMWY ,2"W »O MR 71 *1AX M"Y
19). Since these sheds are flimsy and it is completely unrealistic to
live in them — due to the rain and cold in the winter and the heat
in the summer — they are patur from mezuzah.

Garage. Most poskim say that a closed room intended for parking
a car requires a mezuzah. This is because people often go in and
out, and also, most people store other things there as well (1x "
1% %D > PRI’ NI N 171 %0 1’1 113T1).

Walk-in fridge, refrigerated room. The poskim discuss whether a
walk-in refrigerator requires a mezuzah (,2"x »o 2"n YN X2 NV
'Y AT PP T 270 17 90K PPOWID N3 1 MK 170 70 21 MY N N1
26). The consensus of many poskim is that it is patur from mezuzah
since it is impossible to live inside or even to remain inside for an
extended amount of time (oW nwnN XA NV, 7P 1A0).
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Office, Store, Clinic

13.

14.

Most poskim hold that rooms and buildings used primarily during
the day but generally vacant at night, e.g., offices, stores, clinics,
factories, etc., require mezuzos since daytime residence is also
considered residence. Accordingly, mezuzos should be put up in
these places ( 771 9737328 N"1W ,”"pO 1”57 >0 N"NNDA X137 *"0 2D NIOPH
70 X™ 0 PP ,1Y°T TN, 70V PD).

Brachah. However, I'chatchilah a brachah should not be said (12
X1an>2'0°n wR) out of concern for the poskim who say these places
are patur since no one sleeps there at night (*’po 101 "0 1"0).
Nevertheless, some write that we do not shun a person who makes
a brachah on these places (2 mx 770 >"n 157 VIV N"WY).

Courtyard, Garden, Balcony

Courtyard

15.

16.

17.

18.

A courtyard gate requires a mezuzah (X"0 1”91”70 Y"w). Most poskim
say this chiyuv is d’oraisa (v”x1 'o1n ,0°1w° '01N), as the posuk says
“Pwwa” (x"y x™ 77 xar ‘ma). The poskim discuss whether a
courtyard intrinsically requires a mezuzah (7”7 X"y 3”5 7 ninan 'omn
T7% "D 2"1 Y0 N ,n°YT) or whether its chiyuv is only because it
leads to a residence. Most poskim go with the latter (,0w D°1w° 'o1n
712107 P"D MNNYN 1727 *PRN,ANTMN "D 07an).

Courtyard that does not lead to a house. Based on the above, the
poskim discuss whether a courtyard that does not lead to a house
requires a mezuzah. If the chiyuv is intrinsic, then it requires a
mezuzah; if the chiyuv is only because it leads to a house, then it is
patur. In practice, one should put up a mezuzah without a brachah
(7”0 XD 1”57 >0 NI >NND).

Closed courtyard or garden. A closed courtyard or garden that can
be entered from a house but does not have an exit to the public
domain is subject to the above discussion. If courtyards have an
intrinsic chiyuv, then it is chayav, and according to multiple poskim,
the mezuzah goes on the right side as one walks from the house to
the courtyard (7% >0 X Y™ N"W PR 1),

However, according to the poskim who hold that a courtyard’s
chiyuv is because it leads to the house, even if one puts up a
mezuzah in a closed courtyard that can be entered from a house
out of safeik, he should put it on the right side as one walks from
the courtyard to the house (1 mx n"op "o T X™1M7).

speaking it requires a mezuzah but no brachah should be made
(X™p XA M ARMA YR o nbwn ). However, if a room
designed as a machsan was set up to be used as a residence, as
long as it has a minimum area of 4x4 amos, it requires a
mezuzah even though it is referred to as “a machsan.”

Y72 RIDTAM DL MT TRYM ﬁﬁ:? SD0%2 POV DM NI W WIN

DA MSYR 1D BN
FTANTY b e e +3m 12 PNTIEYY DT a2

N oA 3TN /3 Praby — mx:&nmr: oo oosan b

To read this week’s publication: cchaim.com - To receive by email: mail@cchaim.com


cchaim.com
mailto:mail@cchaim.com

Balcony

19. House without a roof. Strictly speaking, an unroofed house is patur
from mezuzah (>0 1”971 y"W) since it is not livable ( "> 2>n1 oM 1710
n). It is not comparable to a courtyard, which requires a mezuzah
since courtyards normally do not have roofs (rm »n w'x0).

20. Modern balconies. A balcony attached to a residence — whether
on the ground floor or an upper floor — has the status of a
courtyard, not an unroofed house, since that is how balconies
normally are and since, like a courtyard, they are used as part of
the house. Accordingly, a balcony requires a mezuzah according to
most poskim (X" o X"n TR 2WN N, 7" "D TN YXIY’ 128 N"Y).

21. Right or left? However, the poskim argue whether the mezuzah of
a balcony without an exit to the public domain goes on the right
side as one enters the balcony or as one enters the house (like the
machlokes about a closed courtyard, above, 17-18). Since it is unclear
which side the mezuzah goes on, the brachah should not be said
when putting it up.

22. Chazon Ish. Some hold that the mezuzah goes on the right side as one
walks from the balcony to the house. However, the brachah is not said
due to multiple sefeikos (X" 371,71 »0 2 "5 VIV NWY 53N R™I).

23. Minhag Yerushalayim. Others hold that the mezuzah goes on the
right side as one walks from the house to the balcony (5™ nmw
17 mx Y"17). This is the minhag in Yerushalayim ( xnvr omy v X" a0
"D >0 3N OV 3P N"W1 N ,R"Y X™ 7).

24. Balcony smaller than 4x4 amos. Some poskim hold that if a
balcony’s area is less than 4x4 amos, the mezuzah definitely goes
on the right side as one enters the house ( n21Ma X217 2P 730
7"DN MIX XNNYNWT X0 ,09 0W1A 713p 0" 1 'via n7o 7747). Others hold
that even in this case, the mezuzah goes on the right side as one
enters the balcony since a balcony can be used for its intended
purpose even if it is less than 4x4 amos (see below, 34) (™ N
DW TIDX VN N"Y .0V porvIT).

Minimum Size of a Room to Require a Mezuzah

Four Amos by Four Amos

25. A room with an area less than 4x4 amos — 16 square amos — is
patur from mezuzah (>0 1’01 >0 7P Y"W). Since it is unlivable, it is
not considered a n°a (v12%). In modern terms, this is 192x192 cm
[R3 n™an] or 203x203 cm [X™N].

26. A square space of 4x4 amos. The Rishonim argue whether a room
that contains 16 square amos but does not have 4 amos on each
side, e.g., it is 8x2 amos, requires a mezuzah. Some say such a room
has the minimum size requiring a mezuzah (1’91 »o "W 7’0 0"aM"
10); others hold that a room only requires a mezuzah if it contains
a square area that is 4x4 amos (Y72 2"po 7"97N "0 N"IKR "0 , V"R
"M MR V”"Op »o ’"1N,0"am7). Thus, the consensus of the poskim is
that one should put up a mezuzah without a brachah (3"5po 7"w).

27. Objects that subtract from a room’s area. The poskim discuss
whether certain objects in a room, e.g., closets, kitchen counters,
laundry machines, a secured boiler, etc., subtract from the 4x4
minimum or whether the room is measured from wall to wall
irrespective of the presence of such objects. Some hold that
something moved on occasion, e.g., a washing machine, does not
subtract from the minimum area no matter what (1n"po vyn wIPn).
Others hold it only subtracts if it is built in from floor to ceiling, e.g.,
a kitchen cupboard (0™ »o n"n >12Y Y50 "W).

28. Others hold that even when they are secured, such objects never
subtract, since the room itself has the minimum area, and these
things serve a function in the room. Thus, a kitchen or the like
would require a mezuzah even if its area is diminished by
cupboards, counters, ovens, and sinks ( N1 ,3"01 >0 2’1 0"YIIN 1MW
275p0 T"D 777 N2 1N ,1Ip PO 271 i vaw). Here too, in practice,
a mezuzah should be put up without a brachah out of concern for
the poskim who say it is patur.

Entrance Structure, Foyer

29. Entrance structure. A small room next to a courtyard gate in front
of a house or a small room in front of a house itself which serves as
an entryway to the residence requires a mezuzah. This is true even
if it is smaller than 4x4 amos and unlivable since the reason it is
chayav is because it serves as an entrance to the house ("0 191 "W).

30. Foyer. Similarly, a foyer closed on all four sides that opens up to a
house requires a mezuzah even if it is less than 4x4 amos (oW Y"1
"pD 10 ,1"0) since it serves as an entrance to the house.

Room Smaller Than 4x4 Next To a Large Room

31. The poskim discuss whether the doorway between a room smaller
than 4x4 amos and an adjacent, bigger room requires a mezuzah.
While it is true that the small room is patur on its own merits, this
doorway also leads to the bigger room, which is chayav.

32. Some hold that although the small room is patur on its own merits
and is viewed as empty space, the doorway still requires a
mezuzah since people go through it to enter and exit the big room
(x"v). According to this, the mezuzah would need to go on the
right side as one walks from the small room to the big room since
the chiyuv is only on account of the big room (see below, 38).

33. Others hold that if the room’s area is smaller than 4x4 amos, it is
insignificant compared to the bigger room. It is all considered one
room, so going from the small room to the big one is not viewed
as entering a new place ( o°5YxY Ton N"W ,'a MR Y"OX>pH YY 0°107 OnY
X"Dp 0”0 YN NTIAX N"W ,0"3p 0 17 PN NV XX D).

Small Room with a Specific Function

34. Sometimes, adjoining a big room is a room with an area less than
4x4 amos that is used as a place to set things down, a kitchenette,
a utility room for a washing machine, or for some other specific
function it is fit to serve (. 1210 w"w1 »n) that people commonly use
such a room for (7"opo 7”0 777 NAIN). Some poskim hold that just
like an entrance structure or foyer, this room is intrinsically chayav
in mezuzah even though it does not contain 4x4 amos (Y17 >Tmn
X™p0 107 N"MNpa X17) since it serves its intended function even
though its area is less than 4x4 amos (1”1 A1 DWn No13).

35. According to this, the mezuzah goes on the right side as one enters
the small room since it is intrinsically chayav (see below, 38).

36. However, many poskim argue. They hold that a space with an area
less than 4x4 amos is patur from mezuzah even if it has a specific
function. It cannot be compared to an entrance structure or a
foyer, whose chiyuv is due to its usage as an entrance to a house,
not an intrinsic chiyuv (>128 n"w ,1"5po VYN YVTPN PO VTP NYT
2”30 P2 NN T MK DY PO ).

37. Thus, in practice, the consensus of many poskim is that one should
put up a mezuzah to satisfy the Chamudei Doniel [who says the
room is chayav], just without a brachah ( n"1w 00 X120 %5 "W "N WX
775 D TN YXIW’ ]IX N"W ,2"% D PrX’ NNIn 11w X" 0 TIDR7 2wn).

38. Right or left? What if one puts up a mezuzah on a doorway
between a small room and a big room (above, 32) to satisfy all
poskim? If it is chayav because the small room is an entranceway
to the big room, the mezuzah should go on the right as one enters
the big room (x"y1), whereas if the small room is chayav
intrinsically due to the specific function it serves (34), the mezuzah
should go on the right as one enters the small room (5x°37 >1101).
The poskim argue about what to do in practice.

39. Right side as one enters the big room. Some poskim hold the

mezuzah goes on the right as one enters the big room ( mynwn

NRIP DMWY 3730 NHYWR Y ,0™po DPVITR NPT 1"pO1 17p0 V0P "0 KM

2"1p D 21 >197 VIV NWA RN P2 32 2730 RI1,/1 70 DID10).

Right side as one enters the small room. Others hold one should

put up the mezuzah on the right side as one enters the small room

— this is the minhag in Yerushalayim (1"n Y%7 128 n"wa 9w a0

T "D R PR IR 1MW, T D).

Clothes Closets

41. If a coat closet is not entered —i.e., it is accessed from the outside

— it is patur from mezuzah even if it has an area of 4x4 amos

because the doorway is not an entrance or exit; the door is merely

opened while the person stands outside. This is true even if one
occasionally goes inside to find something (27 71 *'nin nmw).

Closet under stairs. The same is true of a closet under a staircase

where things are stored — it is not made for entry and exit, so it is

patur from mezuzah (ow).

43. Walk-in closet. Large bedrooms sometimes have a big clothes

closet that one can fully enter which sometimes also serves as a

dressing room. Since it is intended for entry and exit, one should

put up a mezuzah.

If it is 4x4 amos, the mezuzah goes on the right as one enters it. If

it is smaller or if, after subtracting the space where the shelves are,

there is less than 4x4 amos (above, 28), there are different
minhagim as to where to put the mezuzah (above, 38). However,

since the closet is in a bedroom, the mezuzah should /ﬂﬂ\
S s =)

be placed such that it will be inside the closet when
DR PN

40.

42.

44.

the door is closed, not on the side of the doorway
toward the bedroom. Sometimes this will determine

which side to put the mezuzah on.
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