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Affixing Mezuzos — 4

Parshas Ki Sisa 5783

Now that we have explained in the last three issues where a 8. Door in a doorframe plus another metal door. It is common for an

mezuzah is required, we will explain in this final issue of this series
the halachos pertaining to affixing the actual mezuzos.

Where on the Doorway to Put Up the Mezuzah

In the Space of the Doorway under the Lintel

1.

In the doorway’s space. A mezuzah must be put in the doorway’s
space, as it must be in a spot where people walk through to enter
the house. This is based on the word “7apw1,” which implies the
space in the gate. A doorway’s space is defined as the area
between the two doorposts and under the lintel (2% 77 minm 'm
1”0 VD1 70 T YV ,2"Y).

Wide doorposts. Even if a house has wide doorposts, the area next
to them is still considered the doorway’s space, and one should put
the mezuzah there. Even if they are six tefachim [48 cm —nxa n31]
wide, it is considered the doorway’s space and requires just one
mezuzah (0w >"pina).

Some poskim hold that even if a doorway is wider than six
tefachim, as long as the floor area is not 4x4 amos, it is like a thick
wall and requires just one mezuzah. Others hold that even if the
area is not 4x4 amos, it requires two mezuzos if it is open on the
second side (279 mx 288 11922 1XYW XY NYT DY),

Wide doorposts, narrow lintel. If the two doorposts are wide but
the lintel above them is narrow, I'chatchilah the mezuzah should
go on a spot on the doorpost that is also under the lintel. Also, if
the right doorpost is wider than the left one, the mezuzah should
go on an area of the wide doorpost that is opposite the narrow
doorpost across from it. This way, the mezuzah is properly within
the doorway’s space (X"p0 2’1 0”0 977 NI 02 1" nM). This is true even
if it is not in the tefach adjacent to the outside (see below, 5).

Tefach Adjacent to the Outside

5.

Inner Doorframe within a Wider Doorframe =
7.

If a house has wide doorposts, the mezuzah should be placed in
the tefach adjacent to the outside, i.e., at the beginning of the
doorpost’s width, within the first tefach (v D ,2"0 "0 "D YV
2"0). The reason for this is to make the mezuzah the first thing one
encounters when entering the doorway (2"y 2> 77 minan maa’x opo).
One should see the mezuzah first, as it reminds of Hashem’s
Oneness and love for Hashem ( nimm *nno ,X"opnn o *3710 mynwn
opo V"1 7D). Another reason is so that the whole house, including
the outermost tefach, is protected from mazikin (ow mz).

Not essential. While it is ideal to put the mezuzah in the tefach
adjacent to the outside, it is not essential. Thus, a mezuzah is
kosher even if it was not affixed in the tefach adjacent to the
outside (1”2 MR MKX V"D LYN WTPN,2"0 V"D XK"NT,DV *"A1V"D1 V).

House’s “doorframe” plus actual doorframe.
It is common to have a wide, stone entryway
as part of a house’s structure with another |
wood or metal smaller doorframe that actually E
holds the door. In essence, this is a doorframe
within a wider doorframe. The mezuzah must
go in the door’s frame, not on the exterior
stone wall — even if this means not putting the
mezuzah on the tefach of stone adjacent to the outS|de as the main
chiyuv of mezuzah is on the smaller doorframe (,3"po 2’n 1”091 NN
PN »o 2'n manam mawn). If it is not possible to put the mezuzah in
the smaller doorframe, one can put it in the wider stone doorframe
(NMYna 2 my 0°5%n M 01 X217 PRY’ NNn).

exit to a courtyard or balcony to have a wide, stone doorframe with
a thinner metal one on the edge closer to the inside to reinforce the
door. Sometimes there are tracks for a
sliding door, with additional thin doorposts
on the outer edge to support the screen
door. The poskim discuss where to put the
mezuzah —on the inner part of the entrance,
on the stone wall between the two doors, or
on the outer part of the entrance.

In  practice, the mezuzah should -
I’chatchilah go by the door one encounters first. If the doorframe
is not wide or is made of metal, one should carve out a mezuzah-
shaped recess and put the mezuzah case in the recess so that it
does not interfere with the door closing. If this is too difficult, one
can put the mezuzah on the stone wall between the two doors [as
in the illustration], as that is also considered a doorframe (°nno
"1 7"OpPO V”DY DY ’RIP?’N MNM). It is not necessary to put up two
mezuzos, one by each door.

Right Side

10.

11.

12.

The mezuzah must go on the right side as one enters the room
(2”0 V"D " "W). Chazal interpret the word “gn°a” to mean “ 777
Tnx1” [“by the way of your entry”] —i.e., the Torah tells us to put
up the mezuzah the way a person enters. When entering a
doorway, a person first picks up his right foot (x"y 2> 77 minan na).

Lefty. Even a left-handed or left-footed person puts his mezuzah
on the right side, as we go by the majority of people (ow x"m1). This
is true even if the lefty lives alone and is the only one who uses the
doorway (7"po 7"w ,n"a).

Put it on the left. If one put the mezuzah on the left side in a case
where there is no machlokes about what is considered the right side,
it is posul (0w Yy™w). He must remove it and put it back up on the right
side with a new brachah (n”spo v”51 »o MM °nno ,3"po AnMmn p).

No Room in the Doorway’s Space

Examples

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

In many cases, it is hard to put the mezuzah in the doorway’s
space. The poskim discuss in various circumstances how one can
fulfill the mitzvah properly. We will now cite several examples,
followed by the solutions.

Narrow doorway. If a doorframe is only as thick as the door itself,
i.e., the door takes up the whole width of the frame, there is no
more room to put the mezuzah in the doorway’s space.

Glass door. Similarly, when there is a glass door fixed within a large
window, e.g., when a store’s entire front wall is made of glass with
a door in the middle attached with special hinges, the lintel and
doorposts constituting the doorframe are themselves made of the
window glass. Their thickness is exactly the same as the rest of the
glass’s thickness and it is impossible to put a mezuzah in that space.
Swinging door. It is also common for a swinging door that opens
both inward and outward to have a thickness identical to the
thickness of the frame.

House door. Recently, there are people who put modern style
doors to the main entrance of their houses. The door ends directly
at the sides of the door and is perfectly aligned. This is just like the
glass door (above, 15), which lines up perfectly with the glass at its
sides. Here too, there is no room in the doorway for a mezuzah.
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Putting Up a Mezuzah Outside a Doorway’s Space

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

The poskim argue whether one
can put a mezuzah off to the side
of a doorway’s space. l.e., instead
of having the front of the
mezuzah in the doorway, facing
the opposite side of the
doorframe, can one put the
mezuzah on the outer end of the doorframe,
such that the front of the mezuzah faces a
person entering the doorway?

Some hold one may put a mezuzah at the side of the doorway not
within its space (X1 nyTa 7w ,/X MR 10 Y90 DTR NNWI 3P0 10,0071 MV).
However, most poskim hold one is not yotzei if the mezuzah is next
to the doorway rather than within its space (,n"n nnm "o 0”am
"MpIa "N ,X"0 3”0 nI0opa T "2 "), This is the ruling of the
Mechaber (2”0 v"91 "0 »"w) and how many poskim interpret the
Rama ( Y72y’ ,7"p0 wpi *21771,0"po VYN WTPN, TN 07N 17,0130
DO TN 00PN 1YY ,1MT03).

In practice. Since it is a machlokes and many poskim hold one is
not yotzei, one should search for other ways to fulfill the mitzvah
properly, as will be explained. However, if there is no other choice
whatsoever, one can put the mezuzah next to the doorway’s space
to at least fulfill the mitzvah according to one opinion. It should go
on the actual wood doorframe, not the wall past the doorframe
(X"13p »0 a"n 1% Vaw N"w). It should also go within a tefach of the
doorframe (o7 >>n). One should not make a brachah when putting
it up since most poskim say one is not yotzei this way ( 7nan myw»
X D PP Y [NV NIaon Yya).

Carving into the frame. In the above
scenarios, there are some ways to put up a
mezuzah properly. One way, and the best
option, is to carve out a recess in the frame
that is the same shape and size of the
mezuzah [see illustration]. This way, the
mezuzah can be set in the frame itself without
preventing the door from closing. It is also
properly within the doorway’s space and
kosher according to all poskim.

For an aluminum frame, one will have to use a circular saw or the
like. Sometimes it will require hiring a professional. People avoid
doing this since hiring a professional for the task involves money
and effort. However, just as one would hire a professional for any
home repair, sometimes even a very minor one, or to fix the alarm
system for protection, it is certainly worthwhile to put in a bit of
effort to fulfill the mitzvah of mezuzah properly, as the mezuzah is
the home’s real protection...

As far as a glass door, when ordering the door in the first place,
one should also instruct the company to cut the glass, leaving room
to put up a mezuzah. Just as they cut the glass to put in the hinges
that support the door, they can also cut it to hold a mezuzah case.
Just as interior designers take every small detail into account, they
can also ensure from the outset that the plans accommodate
places for mezuzos.

Adding an exterior doorframe. Some
suggest an additional option of adding an
exterior doorframe, e.g.,, by putting
narrow rods outside the door along the
length of the door’s two sides and another
one above to serve as a lintel. Then, one
should put a mezuzah in the additional
doorway’s space (2"5po V"D TA NAN).
B’dieved, one can add a rod only on the right side along the whole
length of the door (ow). However, one cannot just add a small piece
of wood the size of a mezuzah case and attach the mezuzah to it —
that does not help whatsoever.

Putting the Mezuzah on the Upper Third

Beginning of the Upper Third

26.

The Gemara (2"y 2> 77 nminan) says that the mitzvah is to put the
mezuzah up at the beginning of the upper third of the doorframe.
l.e., if the doorway is, say, 240 cm high, the upper third is the top
80 cm. Putting the mezuzah at the beginning of the upper third
would mean having its base 80 cm below the top of the doorway.

27.

Some Rishonim hold that the whole upper third of the doorway,
up until a tefach from the top, — not just the bottom section — is
kosher I'chatchilah ( 721wn ,x"30 °pod DD ,5"AP12 7'V ,W"RIA AN
715 'pna a’n nanxn). Others hold I'chatchilah the mitzvah is to put
up the mezuzah at the beginning of the upper third, as described
above (*"a,0"amn); the Mechaber and Rama rule this way (»o y"w
,2"IRA DY D"1,270 VD).

Below the Upper Third

28.

Some hold that if the mezuzah is below the upper third and it is lower
than one’s shoulders, it is kosher b’dieved (10 ,w"x1). However, most
poskim hold one is not even yotzei b’dieved. Thus, it should be taken
down and put back up on the upper third (™). A new brachah
should not be said since some hold it is kosher b’dieved.

. Measure the doorpost. Since putting the mezuzah below the

upper third invalidates it, one should measure the height of the
doorpost and put the mezuzah at exactly the right spot. Do not rely
on an estimation, as this can easily lead to being off by a few
centimeters and putting it up in a way that it is posul.

Tall Door

30.

31

The poskim discuss where to put a mezuzah for a very tall door,
where the upper third is well above a person’s height, e.g., a door
270 cm or taller. The Gemara [Bavli] and Rishonim do not
specifically differentiate, implying they hold a mezuzah should go
on the upper third even in a tall doorway, where it will be out of
reach and out of sight.

Yerushalmi. However, the Yerushalmi says it should be put at an
average person’s shoulder height, i.e., 140 cm, not on the upper
third (77ax1,X"0pnn >0 VP2 *>TM ’NPY 7™ DY MR 'On). Some rule
like the Bavli (0™ >0 a"n 0" N, w1pn *»113); others rule like the
Yerushalmi (X mx 2n n"d 377 NN ,2"P0 170, T7P0 V).

Straight or at an Angle?

Orientation of the Mezuzah

32.

33.

35.

The Rishonim argue whether it is more respectful for a mezuzah,
as well as other holy objects, e.g., a sefer Torah, to lie flat or to
stand upright.

Rabbeinu Tam. Rabbeinu Tam holds that it is disrespectful for a
mezuzah to be vertical; it is more respectful for it to be horizontal.
Thus, one must put a mezuzah horizontally across the width of the
doorpost (0™ owa Mo X7 7”7 XK"Y 1Y 5T M 'omn).

. Rashi. However, Rashi holds a mezuzah must go vertically along

the length of the doorpost. He holds it is posul if it is put up
horizontally, as that is disrespectful.

Mechaber. The Mechaber rules like Rashi, that the mezuzah
should go upright, with its length running along the doorpost’s
length (1”0 v"D1 "0 Y"W). This is the minhag of Sephardim [and some
Ashkenazim (X371 9"p)]. That is why Sephardim read from the sefer
Torah while it stands upright, and it also goes upright in the aron.

36. Rama. The Rama writes that scrupulous people satisfy both

37.

opinions by putting the mezuzah diagonally; this is the minhag of
most Ashkenazim (ow x™). The main thing according to Rashi is
that it should not be horizontal, and according to Rabbeinu Tam,
that it should not be vertical. Thus, when it is diagonal, one satisfies
both opinions since it is neither vertical nor horizontal (V271 NN
po). Thus, Ashkenazi sifrei Torah also sit diagonally in the aron —
they stand on the two atzei chaim and lean on the back of the aron.
The bimah is also slightly slanted to satisfy both opinions.

Cannot go diagonally. If there is no room to put a mezuzah
diagonally, e.g., the doorposts are too narrow (10 mx "D MIOP:
v"pPO N"NNoa X217) or one wants to fulfill the halacha that the whole
mezuzah should be in the tefach adjacent to the entrance (above,
5), one can put it vertically. Even according to the Rama, that is the
main halacha, just it is best to satisfy both opinions where possible.

38. Top pointed inward. When putting up a mezuzah diagonally, the top

of the mezuzah should face inward and the bottom should face
outward (ow x"m). If one did the opposite, he is yotzei (v 7771 NN
X"p0), but it is proper to fix it without a brachah (1”0 p”o nwnY n3%n).

Put It Upside Down

39.

If one accidentally put up the mezuzah upside down, i.e., with the
top facing down, it is posul ( X" 2" »o N"X 217 YV ,5"H0 VYN VTPN
10 Mx), and he must put it back up with a brachah. Thus, when
putting up a mezuzah, one should ensure he puts the mezuzah in
its tube in the proper direction; it is easy to put it in the wrong way
since one does not always see the Name “>-7-»” on the outside if
it is wrapped in plastic.



