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Halochos compiled by HaRav Chaim Bleier — Translated from the Hebrew edition by R' Zerachya Shicker

Please do not
read during
davening or

Krias HaTorah

Minhag Not to Do Melachah on Rosh Chodesh

inhag for Women Not to Do Melachah
Although one may do melachah on Rosh Chodesh (i"n »o y"w), there
is a minhag for women not to do melachos (ow y"w). The reason for
this is that Rosh Chodesh was given to women as a Yom Tov since
they did not donate their jewelry for the Eigel HaZahav (3"po 2™).
Men, however, may do any melachah (27po ™).
Some places have this minhag; others do not. Also, women who
personally adopted this minhag must follow it. Some will not do
certain types of melachos or one particular melachah but will do
others (ow x"). Each woman should follow her minhag. It is advisable
for all women to refrain from some sort of melachah on Rosh Chodesh
so that it is not like any other weekday (Dwam i1"7 Ynxna).
Sewing, knitting. Many women today refrain from all types of sewing
and knitting on Rosh Chodesh (102w n"w,2%0 X" n™ inbw mobn XToin
1%0 1M 790). If a woman who never sews on Rosh Chodesh encounters
a pressing need to sew and will suffer a loss if she refrains, she may do
hataras nedarim and sew (270 X7 71 XA Y0).
Doing laundry by hand. Many poskim hold that women should not
do laundry by hand on Rosh Chodesh since that falls under the
minhag not to do melachah ( m>%7,X"Tw1371,2"50 MR 1™ > IR (07T
*POIIP MM, T MR 71597 127 OW Hw).
Washing machine. Some poskim hold that even if a woman does not
do laundry by hand on Rosh Chodesh, she may use a washing
machine since she does not need to put in any effort while the
clothes are being washed ("9 "o X" °Nipn VIV MY "N, DY RTYAA).
Others hold she may not (poa»1p n™an). Even these poskim hold she
may prepare the laundry in the machine and have her husband or
child press the button to start the load (3”0 2 o»n n1>*Yn).
Ironing. Some have the minhag to refrain from ironing on Rosh
Chodesh (200 ow nYw m>*Yn ,xX1wan), but many are meikel.
For use on Rosh Chodesh. One may be meikel to launder or iron
items needed on Rosh Chodesh (n"min woxwoa X'x).
Rosh Chodesh on Erev Shabbos. When Rosh Chodesh falls on Erev
Shabbos, one may launder or iron items needed for Shabbos. If one
is using a washing machine, she may be meikel to launder other
clothing too as long as there is a garment in the load for Shabbos.

Honor for Rosh Chodesh

Eatmg More on Rosh Chodesh

10.

11

It is a mitzvah to eat more on Rosh Chodesh (v™n »o ymw). This
applies to women too (170 v™n "o 0»ni 73 ,Y"2Y* NTO). This can be
fulfilled by eating any extra food in honor of Rosh Chodesh, e.g., by
distributing candy, chocolate, halvah etc. to the family. Still, it is
praiseworthy to specifically have a bread seudah on Rosh Chodesh
(x"po oW ™). If one usually washes for a meal every day, he can add
one food to his meal in honor of Rosh Chodesh (2"po 2™).

Rosh Chodesh on Shabbos. When Rosh Chodesh falls on Shabbos,
one should have one extra dish besides for what he has every
Shabbos, e.g., an extra type of kugel or meat, so that there is a
distinct honor for Rosh Chodesh (2"po am). It suffices to add a dish
at the day seudah; one does not need to also add at night (ow a™m).
ARosh Chodesh seudah is included in Shabbos and Yom Tov expenses,
which are not determined for a person in advance (X"po a™).

Cutting Hair, Nails on Rosh Chodesh

12.

Haircut. Many people do not get haircuts or trim their beards on
Rosh Chodesh based on R’ Yehuda HaChassid’s will (,x"po 0™ o X"an
PO DY 2n). Some say this is also assur Rosh Chodesh night (n™an
>poa71p), but others allow it at night (”o xmTonT "> ,WoORYLIL KX
). One may rely on these poskim where necessary.

14.

15.
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13.

Cutting nails. Similarly, many people do not cut their nails on Rosh
Chodesh, also based on R’ Yehuda HaChassid’s will. If one mistakenly
began to cut one of his nails, he may cut the rest (xmonT *»n). Also, if
one started cutting his hair, he may finish (770p »0 2 °nipn VY N"W "N).
Rosh Chodesh on Erev Shabbos. Some poskim allow one to cut his
nails when Rosh Chodesh falls on Erev Shabbos if he does so every
Erev Shabbos (2™ "o 13071 7% N 1”1 »o o> 1n o°paw). Some allow one
to get a haircut even though that is not necessary as often as cutting
nails (1”277 Dwa ymx nor n"w). Others are machmir not to cut their
hair or nails even when Rosh Chodesh falls on Erev Shabbos ( >0 x"n
70 DY 2" ,X"po ™). Thus, one should be machmir if possible.
Although in general one should not cut his hair or nails on Thursday
[since they begin to regrow three days later, and it is not respectful
to have them start regrowing on Shabbos (1’po o™ >0 2m)], one may
do so when Rosh Chodesh falls on Erev Shabbos ( mx 1372 primn a7
X"11 PD Awn Mpwa Rn 4). This is preferable to cutting them on
Wednesday (2”70 1”00 X 1w 01n).

Rosh Chodesh lyar on Shabbos

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Rosh Chodesh lyar falls during sefirah, when the minhag is to
refrain from getting a haircut, either from Pesach until Lag B’'Omer
or from Rosh Chodesh lyar until before Shavuos (see Issue 265,
where we discussed the different minhagim at length). The poskim
mention that one may get a haircut on Erev Shabbos when Rosh
Chodesh lyar falls on Shabbos even if his minhag is not to get a
haircut from Pesach until Lag B’'Omer. This heter is due to the extra
simchah from the double kedushah of Shabbos and Rosh Chodesh
coinciding simultaneously (7”po 2"¥n >0 2M2 X211 °NNXR ,07).

Erev Shabbos is also Rosh Chodesh. Whenever Rosh Chodesh lyar
falls on Shabbos [e.g., in the years 5783, 5786, 5787, 5793], Erev
Shabbos is also Rosh Chodesh. The poskim discuss how the heter of
getting a haircut on Erev Shabbos Rosh Chodesh lyar applies to those
who do not get a haircut on Rosh Chodesh based on R’ Yehuda
HaChassid even when it falls on Erev Shabbos (above, 14). Some hold
that such a person may get a haircut on Thursday in honor of
Shabbos Rosh Chodesh (1317 7197 X™1371 /2 mX ' "D YnIR 507 X" 7°n).
Others hold one may get a haircut in honor of Shabbos Rosh
Chodesh even if he is usually careful to follow R’ Yehuda
HaChassid’s will, as he was unable to do so earlier (aPown n™ian
51’pi1 7D YD a2 an MoYn X", 1 Vi " my1aw? nop). It would be
better to get a haircut on Thursday night, as some hold one may
always get a haircut on Rosh Chodesh night (12 mx %% 11x2371,XX).
It makes more sense to say that the heter only applies to those
who are not strict to follow R’ Yehuda HaChassid’s directives when
Rosh Chodesh falls on Erev Shabbos. Those who are strict,
however, should not get a haircut then (>r1p % nan yaip 2mm w™ian
Y9500 1Y 1Y NoD).

Arizal’s minhag. It should be noted that those who follow the
Arizal’'s minhag not to get a haircut for all the days of sefirah,
including Lag B’Omer (Issue 265, par. 18), should certainly not get a
haircut on Erev Shabbos Rosh Chodesh lyar.

Hallel, Mussaf

Zman for Hallel

21.

22.

Sometimes, a person is in a rush, e.g., to take his children to
playgroup or cheder, attend a bris, make the bus that takes him to
kollel etc., and wants to break up davening and say Hallel or Mussaf
later. We will discuss some relevant halachos.

The minhag is to say Hallel at Shacharis. If one did not, he may say it
all day, as implied by the posuk “mx1an Ty wnw nmn,” i.e., from alos
until tzeis. L'chatchilah, one should only say Hallel starting from neitz
and only make a brachah until shekiyah (%%n pm ,n"po o0 "o 2™
19a3). One should not make a brachah before Hallel if he is saying
it after shekiyah, even if he will only need to finish a few pesukim
after shekiyah (0"yp mp n™ nanaan).
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Speaking, Eating before Hallel

23. Before Hallel. Since Hallel is connected to Shacharis, one should
I’chatchilah not eat anything between Shacharis and Hallel unless he
feels weak (pmp1 7”1 2750 "o Y"xa). The consensus of the poskim is
that one may speak between Shacharis and Hallel (3"n n™mx n"ax nmw
273D 2" MI910 VTP *RIpPn,'V "O).

Zman for Mussaf

24. The main zman for Mussaf begins right after Shacharis and ends at
the end of the seventh hour of the day (x"0 791 "o y"w) — about one
halachic hour [based on the Gra and the Graz] after chatzos hayom.
The main thing is to at least start the Mussaf Shemoneh Esrei before
this time. One who puts off Mussaf without good reason (X"wan)
until after this time is called a sinner. However, he is still yotzei since
the zman for Mussaf is the whole day (ow y"w).

Eating before Mussaf

25. Before Mussaf, one may eat an amount of food considered a snack
[yax] ("o 101 "o yMw). Fruit and vegetables are never considered a
meal, so one may eat any amount of them (v"po am); cooked
mezonos food, e.g., pasta: according to the Mechaber, it may be
eaten as long as one does not make it into a meal [ATYyo vap];
others hold up to a k’beitzah (x"an); pas haba'ah bekisnin: up to a
k'beitzah ("po 1m1 "o ¥"nYw 1"opo VYN "o 1™M); bread: up to a
k’beitzah (n"po 1"m1 "o 2). One who feels weak may eat as much
bread or mezonos food as he needs to settle his mind (ow).

Which Comes First, Minchah or Mussaf?

26. Minyan. If a minyan did not yet daven Mussaf and the zman for

Minchah arrives, they should daven Mussaf first so that people do

not mistakenly daven Minchah before Mussaf on other days even

before chatzos (270 5™n *0 2,70 1’97 *D YA R™).

Individual. If an individual did not daven Mussaf before the zman for

Minchah and he plans to daven Minchah now, he should first daven

Minchah and then Mussaf since Minchah is said more often [1n]

(770 21 »0 "W). If he plans to daven Minchah later and it is still

before minchah ketanah (x"m1), he can daven Mussaf first and then

Minchah (ow y"w). After minchah ketanah, one must always daven

Minchah before Mussaf.

Not enough time for both. Some say that if it is almost evening and

there is not enough time for both, one should daven Mussaf since

he can make up for Minchah after Maariv [Pmbwn] (x1). Others say
he should only daven Minchah (3»po 191 %0 2,723 m Y1aT).

Women and Hallel, Mussaf

29. Hallel. Women are patur from Hallel since it is a 1w nwY mxn
xXn, especially from Rosh Chodesh Hallel, which is just a minhag.
Still, [Ashkenazi] women who say Hallel may make the brachah, just
like they make brachos on all xm rw nwY nxn even though
they are patur (5571 77 27N "0 Y"x0a).

30. Mussaf. Some poskim say women are patur from Mussaf since it is
a XN 1w WY mxn and does not contain requests to Hashem like
other tefilos (w1 ™1 X"y 175 77 M7 "9X), or because it is in place of
korbanos and women did not contribute shekalim for public
korbanos (o1 7”1 0 "0 P"TAN XK"Y NMW).

31. Others say once Chazal instituted it, women must say Mussaf, just
like all other tefillos [where all poskim agree] ( "o 272 X211 D 112%3 10
70 1"p). Alternatively, since we mention the day’s kedushah —which
women are chayav in — in Mussaf, they must also daven Mussaf
(2 93p '3 >0 PrIY’ X3 ,71”1 70 2N RPIN WD YRV N"MY).

32. Inany case, everyone agrees women may daven Mussaf; the minhag
is for them to do so (ow n">x). Even according to the Mechaber —who
holds that women cannot say “I1¥1” on X173 RIAW 7YY NNXN (Y
1”0 V"BpN D) —women may daven Mussaf since the word “1:1%1” does
not appear. Also, women accepted Mussaf as a chiyuv for all
purposes ("p »0 X"p1 ). Accordingly, Mussaf for women is not
considered a voluntary tefilah, which may not be said on Shabbos
(2 mx 2™ "o 7"n "Y1 VIV NMY).

Rosh Chodesh on Shabbos — Birkas HaMazon

n¥, then xan 7Yy

33. When Rosh Chodesh falls on Shabbos, we first say nx1 and then 1%
X217 between om and oYW 7331 in bentching (770 n"op 0 YMW). XY
comes first because it is said more frequently [ n]. If one said X211 oY
first, he is still yotzei (*"po 2n).

Said 11x9, Forgot X2 by

34. As a general rule, if one forgot xa»1 1YY’ in bentching on Rosh
Chodesh and already began the fourth brachah, he does not repeat
bentching since there is no chiyuv to eat bread on Rosh Chodesh
and, consequently, no inherent chiyuv to bentch ("o ow y™w). On
Shabbos Rosh Chodesh, however, one must eat bread — just like on
every Shabbos — at the two first seudos [but not seudah shelishis]
("o ow y"w). Thus, if one said nx" but not X231 7%’ and did not yet
start the fourth brachah, he should say “13 7 inx 112” (n"op 0 Y72
MR 777 70) “PoTH KR’ mnYY wTh PRI 1NIW” [according to the
Mechaber, without Hashem's Name ("o y"1w)]. Everyone agrees this
brachah does not end with “13 1 Nk 7172” (0w Y"W).

27.

28.

35. If he already started the fourth brachah, he should not bentch again
since the chiyuv to eat bread stems from Shabbos, not Rosh Chodesh
(ow Y"w).
Forgot %1 and X2 %)
36. If one forgot 1 and X271 1YY’ but remembered before starting the
fourth brachah, he should insert a brachah that mentions Rosh Chodesh
and Shabbos: ‘Mo oW *WRM MY MN2Y |MY.” The Mechaber
holds the ending of the brachah should only mention Shabbos, not Rosh
Chodesh, but many Acharonim hold the ending should mention both:
“DWTN YR HRIW MWn wIpNn 1 ank Pa” (o ).
Forgot x1. If one forgot ¥ but already started the fourth brachah,
he must repeat the entire bentching and say both 11 and x27 by
(ow Y"w), even if he said X271 1YY’ the first time, since the first time
is null and void (v"5po 2"n).
Some poskim hold that if one said X231 15 but forgot 11 and then
started over and said %1 but forgot X271 1Yy, catching himself
before starting the fourth brachah, he should insert the brachah
“M511n3w 7112” since the first bentching is null and void ( o ¥ nbw
w77 5”3 71”1 mYon). Others hold he should not insert it (n312
TOPO W'IITA 17N PO NYWR MXp 0”3 MIX 177 W m°an).

Rosh Chodesh on Shabbos — Tefilah

37.

38.

Maariv
39. Announcing X2 1%y, At Maariv, the gabbai may bang on a table and
say the words “X21 719" out loud before Shemoneh Esrei as a reminder
to the tzibbur. Since this is for the tefilah, it is not an interruption
between YXw’ Yx31 and Shemoneh Esrei (x"po 2750 271,270 191 Y"0).
40. Forgot x2n by . If one forgot X2»1 Yy’ in Maariv on Friday night, he
does not need to daven again (x"0 2”on "0 Y"V).
41. Took in Shabbos by day. Even if one took in Shabbos by day, he
should say X21 1YY” in Maariv (2”po 7720 »0 2™n).
Shacharis
42. Forgot X271 1Yy, If one forgot x2” 1YY’ in Shacharis on Shabbos
morning, he must daven again (x"0 272n 0 "1w). Some poskim say if
he already davened Mussaf, he should not repeat Shacharis with
X127 1YY’ since he already mentioned the kedushah of Rosh Chodesh
in Mussaf (0"po 172p 0 X" ,3"o1d).
Others say that while a shaliach tzibbur may rely on this, an individual who
forgets X2 15> must always daven again (790 27N *0 2,1 ,1512 W),
If this happens on a weekday;, it is best for one to daven again and stipulate
that if he is not chayav to daven again, his tefilah is voluntary [1271 n°on]
([ow). However, on Shabbos —when one may not say a voluntary tefilah
(R0 p o Y"w) — he should daven again without this stipulation (™
70 P X'D TN P /pOI”Ip).
If one realized during the first three brachos of the Mussaf
Shemoneh Esrei that he forgot X2 nYy> at Shacharis, he should
transition into the Shacharis Shemoneh Esrei and daven Mussaf
afterward (1’po 27on "o 2"n).
Mussaf
45. nI¥’ ANR. NI 0K s said at Mussaf instead of the usual naw nion.
The brachah finishes with the words “>wxm Yxw" nawn wpn
DwIn” (3o 7”>n "o Y"w). If one only mentioned Shabbos in the
conclusion, he is yotzei b’dieved ("opo 2™m). If he only mentioned
Rosh Chodesh, it is unclear if he is yotzei (, w71 7”7 X"0 15N "0 Y2
"1 >21%); due to this safeik, he should not daven again ( inbw m>Yn
V"P >22Y "o D 1>°onN).
Did not say nax® nnx. If, before saying Hashem's name of “rmnn
1°X% 1Nrow,” one realized he mistakenly said naw nidn and only
mentioned Shabbos in the conclusion, he can fulfill his chiyuv by
adding the words “n11 WTINN WX YW q0M J27p PIpY nwyn” after
“Amayn nx awm” in the brachah of Retzei (1”01 >0 2”3 X217 X0 ©"p
q0M 77 OW 2”221 7"0p0).
If he only realized his mistake after “rx% 15w 1mnn,” he must go
back to n1x> nx. If he finished the whole Shemoneh Esrei after saying
naw n1on, he must start all over, this time saying nIx> AnNX (nnon »n
O"p "0 RN 127X\ 721N, 1790 1’793 ,3"0 172N »0 nbw). This is true even
if he said X271 1Y) the first time [by heart, since it is not printed in the
siddur there...] (oW M>w nnon ).
Only said Rosh Chodesh Mussaf. If one said the regular Rosh
Chodesh Mussaf, he is not yotzei and must say the Shabbos Mussaf.
He does not need to say the joint Shabbos-Rosh Chodesh text (" mx
n"Mn NI *232 ,0"PO ¥"N "D RPPDD).
Woman erred in Mussaf. A woman who made this type of mistake in
Mussaf on Shabbos Rosh Chodesh should not repeat Mussaf since many
poskim hold that while they may say it, women are patur from Mussaf.
Thus, they do not repeat it if they make a mistake (X371 mp ™ an2n on).
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