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EARLS OF WISDOM
FROM THE PARSHAH

You shall fear My sanctuary. (Vayikra 26:2)

Chazal say that every shul is a VYN WTPN, a small
Mikdash. However, many people misunderstand
what this means. They think it is not much more
than a figure of speech.

In truth, nothing changed in our connection
and relationship with Hashern when we lost Beis
Hamikdash, because the shul is today just like it
always was. This can best be illustrated by a metaphor.

Thirty or forty years ago, the tape machine, which
people used for audio recording and playback, was a
large and clumsy object. Now we have small cassette
machines.

How did it get smaller? Did someone come and
cut half of it off, leaving us with half of the original
tape machine? Obviously not. Everything that the
big tape machine had, the small cassette machine
has, but in miniature.

The “small Mikdash” is like this. It is not a
little piece of the original Beis Hamikdash. It is a

The Shul is a
Mikdash
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complete, full Mikdash in miniature. It has all the
presence of kedushah that the Beis Hamikdash itself
had. Beis Hamikdash was a closed place where the
Jewish people secluded themselves with Hashem,
and nothing else was there but Hashem and them.

And so it is until this day, in Galus. The deveikus
and revelation of Hashem’s Oneness that once
were in Beis Hamikdash have not ceased. They are
completely here in the shuls of our generation, which
are “a small Mikdash,” in other words, a miniature
but complete Beis Hamikdash.

For this reason, we should not change anything
in our shuls from their original form, which is the
form of Mikdash. Because if we slice off anything
from it, it won’t be Mikdash anymore.

We need to know that even in this whole long,
bitter Galus, Hakadosh Baruch Hu is with us. And
we, too, need to be with Him absolutely, without

any turning toward other worlds. o



A Strong Touch of Closeness
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Even so, when they are in the land of their enemies, I will not reject and spurn them.
(Yayikra 26:42)
There are two ways that we can feel how Hashem

another kind of chesed that Hashem does for us:

mercifully runs the world. o
D7 7971 WP M NK 12¥Y) 19 M

D2 DnY3 NI 2%XY — But they rebelled and
saddened His holy spirit. He became their

The first is as the Navi says:
19N R Y9 HYD i nhan PIIX 1 TN
YRR 07N WK DRI a7 2L 3 A

. ) . enemy; He battled against them.?
»7om 2991 — I will recount the kindnesses y &

of Hashem, the praises of Hashem for all
that Hashem has bestowed upon us, and the
great goodness to the House of Yisrael that
He bestowed upon them in His mercy and
His great chesed.!

When the Jewish people rebelled and rejected
Hashem’s holy spirit, He did not get rid of them and
disappointedly give up on them. Rather, He became
their “enemy,” so to speak. “He battled against them.”
This, too, is Hashem’s chesed. This is how a father

treats his son. He tries and tries to convince his son

We thank Hashem for all the chesed He does for
us. And what is this chesed?

D17 M1 RY) KD D13 AR ONY TR MK
DYV 119 XYM Y 1Y DN Y3 »owing
DX D701 D7K) KT IR0 N3N
0%y o Y3 — He said, “But they are My
people, children who do not deal falsely”;

to behave properly. And if the son persists in his
reprehensible and self-destructive ways, the father
doesn’t get rid of him and doesn’t give up on him; he
rather gives him a smack. Because he loves him.

We know that “Everything Hashem does, He does
for the good” T2y 2v5 Xanny TayT Y. Suffering
is a good thing. Simply speaking, the good side of

and He was their Savior. In all their troubles, o )

He felt troubled. and an aneel from before suffering is that it causes a person to do teshuvah,

i dth ’ In Hi Lg 4 in Hi which is good for him. Accordingly, the good comes
im save em. In His Love and in His

mpassion, He redeemed them. He took only at the end, when it produces the desired result.

compassion, He redeeme em. He too

) But it goes deeper than that. Suffering is good in

and of itself.

them and lifted them up forever.
Hashem works miracles for us and rescues us as an _ , «
Ny AN InwYm quav - “Your
[punishing] rod and Your [supporting] staff

4

expression of His chesed.

However, the Navi then goes on to speak of
comfort me.

1 Yeshayahu 63:7-8.
2 Ibid vs. 8-9.

3 Ibid v. 10
4 Tehillim 23:4.
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This may be compared to a sheep that got lost

from the flock and is now wandering around in
the scorching sun without water. The shepherd
searches after it for a long time, and when he
finds it, he yells at it and whacks it with his stick.

SPARSHA TopIC

These blows comfort the lost sheep, it loves the
smacks from the stick, and not just because it
knows that now it will get water to drink. The
sheep feels in these hits that the shepherd is close

to him. e

We Are All Servants of Hashem
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The people of Yisrael are servants to Me; they are My servants, for I took them out

of the land of Egypt. (Fayikra 25:55)

What is a Servant?

Hashem informs us that we are His servants.
Until now, we were servants of Pharaoh, as it says,
D°IX¥N3 Y19 171 D072V — “We were servants to
Pharaoh in Egypt.”! Now Hashem rescued us from
our plight; He took us out of Mitzrayim. But He
did not release us from bondage. He did not set us
free. He rather acquired us as His servants. From
now on, we serve Him. Just as we were in bondage
to Pharaoh before, so we are now in bondage to
Hashem.

Since we were and remain servants, it behooves
us to know what a servant is.

Nowadays, there are no more servants in bondage
to their masters, because slavery was abolished in
the modern world. But we can imagine to ourselves
what it entails. A servant is totally subjugated to
his owner and master. For him, there is no day and
no night. He has no vacation and no rest. He has
nothing to himself.

Once I participated in wheat grinding, to make
matzah flour for Pesach. I started to turn the mill,

1 Devarim 6:21.

and it was so exhausting that after a few minutes
I ran out of strength and could not continue. So
what did I do? I asked a friend of mine to take over
for me, and I left the grindery. This is what it means
to be free...

It is not like that for a servant in bondage. He
has someone with a rod standing over him, and ifhe
starts to slack off, he gets a whack on his back, and
a rebuke as well: If you don’t keep working you'll
get another one!” If they catch him trying to eat
without permission, another whack. Night comes,
and the servant wants to go home, but of course he
can’t do that, because he doesn’t even have a home
of his own. He sleeps in the servants’ quarters.

This is a servant in bondage.

And Hashem informs us that we are His
servants. D>T2Y YXI¥ 232 °Y »3. You do not belong
to yourselves. You don’t do what you feel like. I
decide where you will sleep and what you will eat.
There is Torah and there is a “rod.” It is not the rod
of Pharaoh, but a rod called Gehinom. And there is
the concept of eternity.

We are servants of Hashem. This is what Yetzias

Mitzrayim means.



What is Freedom?

The big question is about freedom. We say
in Tefilah every day: monY HRIW My NR XXM
o9y — “He took His people Yisrael out, to eternal
freedom.” And we say in the Haggadah on Pesach:
MTIYN NIRRT 19 MY D2»0 1IMIX 'ID’D'?
mnY — “Therefore we must give thanks... He
took us out from servitude to freedom.”

If we are servants in bondage, then in what way
are we free?

The answer is simple, and we can understand it
by way of metaphor.

Imprisonment is universally regarded as a form
of punishment. What happens if we take a person
and put him into a prison that has all the good
things; it is like a luxury hotel? He can choose what
food he wants to eat, he has the fanciest furniture,
etc etc. There is only one thing he is not allowed to
do — leave. Despite what he has inside the prison, it
is still a severe punishment to be locked up against
his will.

Why? What’s so terrible about being prison?
What does he lack in there?

A chicken sits in the coop and enjoys life. It lacks
nothing. By contrast, a person who is locked up ina

coop is suffering greatly.
Why? What'’s the difference?

Hashem created the human being in such a way

that he stretches from one end of the world to
the other.? Constraining a person to a small and
limited space goes against his very nature. It is like
someone forced to hold his arms up all the time.
He is not made for that! A chicken’s whole life is in
the coop. It is a chicken’s nature to be cooped up.
But a person reaches around the whole world. That
is his nature.

An energetic child who normally can’t sit still,
when riding in a car he can sit in his place for hours,
glued to the window. Why? How does he manage
to sit still for so long?

Because he sees new things. He is taking in the
world. He is conquering the world.

People find this extremely pleasurable. There
are those who feel a need to travel to the other
side of the world, despite the fact that there are
many places in their own city that they have not
yet visited. People feel a drive to travel far. This is
human nature.

A person needs to extend from one end of
the world to another. He needs to know what is
happening all over the world. If there is a strike
somewhere, he needs to know about it. If the
newspaper didn’t come today, it really irks him.
Why? Because he feels limited and cooped up. It
goes against his grain.

Okay, so let’s imagine a person in
prison. They tell him: You are free to
leave, but there is one place that

is off limits to you. Under no

circumstances may you go to

the moon!
He feels  pretty
relaxed. He has

nothing to do with the
moon anyway. It’s not
his world. If you hold
a person back from a
world that he has no

2 Chagigah 12a.




connection to, it doesn’t bother him. But if you
constrict and limit his own world, it is very, very

painful.

It’s Not Like Serving Pharaoh
We were servants to Pharaoh in Egypt. And it

was a terrible slavery. It was oppressive and went
against our essential human nature. It was like
human beings being put into the chicken coop.

Came Hashem and told us: I am not releasing
you, I am not setting you free; I am transferring you
into My service. You are subjugated to My Torah,
to My mitzvos. It is bondage.

But there is a tremendous difference between
bondage to Hashem and bondage to Pharaoh. The
kind of service we needed to render Pharaoh went
against human nature. Why do we need to serve
Pharaoh? If we need to perform backbreaking
labor, if we need to do avodas parech, at least let us
do it for ourselves!

By contrast, serving Hashem is the most beautiful
thing in the world. We are free, we have freedom,
because it puts us in our natural place. This is where
we belong.

Let’s say we take a person and say to him: I am
placing you in bondage! You may eat only what you
want, go where you want, do what you want. But
you are absolutely forbidden to do something that
you don’t want!

This is bondage, but the person remains free.
He is as free as can be to do anything he wants,
whenever he wants to do it.

Hashem says to us that we are in bondage
to Him. In other words, we may do only what is
written in the Torah.

And this is freedom. Because a person by nature
lives in Hashem’s world, and it is the most beautiful
world that can possibly be, to be involved with
Torah, which is the sweetest of the sweet. This is

our true place, our natural place.

But if a person wants to escape the yoke of
Torah, and he thinks that he is free to do what is

right and desirable in his own eyes, then Hashem

says to him, so to speak: Listen, there is a Boss here.

You are a servant. You are not free to do whatever
crosses your mind. You were in Egyptian bondage,
and I acquired you to be My servant.

This is the Torah’s most basic principle.

The Servant of a King is a King

Moshe Rabbeinu was the Jew on the highest
madreigah, and Hashem called him nwn »72y, “My
servant Moshe”® This servitude, this bondage, is
the sweetest and most beautiful thing that could
possibly be.

Chazal say that “the servant of a king is a king.™*
What does this mean? The servant goes for a walk
where the king goes for a walk. He eats what the
king eats. There is no more beautiful servitude than
to be the servant of a king. But it is servitude.

Servitude to Hashem is the most beautiful thing
that can happen to a person because he is being
“locked up” in the world that is truly his own. This
is where a Torah life begins. We must keep this in
mind. This is what Yezzias Mitzrayim is all about.
We need to know that this is what being a Jew
means.

And what does being a ben Torah mean?

There is a pasuk in Tehillim that talks about
DPOX  Xo¥InS Who are

“prisoners”? Chazal explain:

prisoners: N3

“Prisoners” refers to talmidei chachamim,
who devote their lives to Mikra, Mishnabh,
Midrash, Halachos and Aggados.®

In former times, there were talmidei chachamim
who would lock themselves up. Tzaddikim such
as the Arizal built neighborhoods and made for
themselves a “prison” into which they brought
people who separated themselves from the world.
They were assisted with their parnassah and they

dedicated ten or fifteen years to learning.

3 Bemidbar 12:8.

4 Tanchuma 96:13.

5 68:7.

6 Tanna d’Vei Eliyahu Rabba 25.
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As Jews, we need to understand that we are
not free in the common sense of the word. We are
servants of Hashem and in bondage to Him. But
when we are also bnei Torah, this means we are
even imprisoned. And such imprisonment is the
sweetest and most wondrous thing that a person can
experience. Because if not for this imprisonment,
we are placed in a different imprisonment, as the
Ibn Ezra says:

All people are enslaved to the desires of
the world.”

And that kind of imprisonment is harsh and
bitter. We are fortunate to be in the beis midrash
and we don’t even know how bad and bitter

imprisonment to worldly desires is.

7 Commentary of Ibn Ezra on Bemidbar 6:7.
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We must recognize the truth
that we were not released from
bondage. We are not free to do as
we wish. This is the whole point.
A Jew who feels that he has the
freedom to learn or not, to daven
or not, even if he chooses to do
s0, he is missing the most essential
and fundamental point of being
Jewish.

If a person gets up in the
morning, puts on fefillin and feels
that he deserves a reward for this,
he is totally missing the point.
That’s not Jewish life. We need to
know that we are in bondage. We
are obligated due to our servitude
to fulfill the mitzvos. And this
servitude is not just about zefillin
and tzitzis and mezuzab. It is about
every area of life. This is what it
means when we say Zecher ["Yetzias Mitzrayim.

This is one of Judaism’s great principles. We are
servants of Hashem. Even when we left the bondage
of Egypt, we remained in bondage. We never
received a document of release. We just changed
hands.

However, servitude to Hashem is very different.
In Egypt they forced us to live in a way that was
against our essential nature, whereas Hashem puts
us into the world that is truly ours, and locks us up
inside it, so to speak.

This is why Chazal say 'n X% pn 12 1% px
17N Tinbna poww, “The only free man is the one
who engages in Torah study.”® Because this is our

world, this is where we draw all our life and vitality

8 Pirkei Avos 6:2.
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