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done (like shofar, lulav), but by n>Tan there is only a n572. He adds that maybe this is why ©w) do not recite ma% vy mp, since itis a ya

N7 and there is no nwyn.

"oy [N 1T .V2] on our Gemara that says we learn the 7 that a nwi is not 21 to be 91 her son from a pasuk, asks why do we
need a pasuk? nnis a ¥'wyn because it is done on the 81 day, so ow are mmws anyway? The N"av» answers this with a big 555 - The
V9 of NP Yav is only on "nwayT MmN, on her specifically, like lulav, shofar, tefilin. But nS» is @ mitzvah on her son, so she should be
v to doit, 5"np the pasuk that she is mwa. The wn nnam [x,207] brings this X"av» and says accordingly, that ow) should be a»non
MNNA nnvaw on naw even though it is a mitzvas aseh 1y yvnw, because it's not a yawa mx but rather a mitzvah on ynnna. w'»w.

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Minhagim and Customs of the Yamim Noraim (6)
Opportune Time for Requests During Birchas Kohanim. We
know from the words of Chazal () that during Birchas Kohanim,
it is an opportune time to ask for our dreams to turn out well and
good, as we all do. The Zohar () states that during Birchas
Kohanim there is “Heavenly mercy in all the worlds” (this refers
to our material world as well as all the spiritual worlds) and a
person who asks for relief from distress can change things around
from harsh judgment to great mercy. Therefore, it is considered a
good time for all requests, not just about dreams (see Piskei
Teshuvos (3)). For this reason, many people say the long "y§7m"
during the third beracha of Birchas Kohanim, while the
Kohanim chant their special and unique tune between the words.
Much of that request has to do with asking for good parnassa in
great detail. If one cannot manage to say the whole text in the
time when the kohanim are chanting, he can make his own
personal requests - even in his own words. NOTE: When one
says the text of "p§7 7" and comes to the bracketed Kabbalistic
combinations of the Holy Names of Hashem, he should just
visualize those words and not say them.

When the Aron is Opened. The Zohar tells us an interesting
thing @. After the Shachris prayer is concluded and we take out
the Sifrei Torah in order to read from them, the Gates of Heaven
also open at this very moment, and we say " 712". On Rosh

RO ToawPh T 39T ID PRIT IND
oo THLP T3 DN Y Yo wRY

. 1 Ed

MWYN 1250
Hashana and Yom Kippur we add another fefillah, composed by
the Arizal, which includes a section about good parnassa.
Sleeping During the Day of Rosh Hashana. The R’'MA )
quotes from the Talmud Yerushalmi that one should not sleep
during the daylight hours on Rosh Hashanah because it is not
good for his mazel (fortune) for the year. One should refrain
from sleep from NwN MY @©), very early in the morning. One
should therefore go to sleep early on Rosh Hashana night in
order to wake up before that time. Others say that it is enough
to be up by sunrise (7). From the Poskim it seems that this is
applicable the whole day. The Arizal holds that after halachic
midday one can already sleep. One who needs to rest in order
to daven Mincha properly can rely on this.
Second Night Meal. On the second night there is a slight doubt
whether we say (in candle-lighting and Kiddush) "v»nnw no1a".
Therefore, we puta new fruit on the table to make extra sure that
the beracha is not said needlessly and eat it right after Kiddush
®. The lady should light candles right before Kiddush with the
appropriate berachos. Then, without delay or speaking out,
Kiddush is recited, wine given out, the fruit is eaten saying "\yin"
and not "wninv". If one intends to eat more fruit during the meal
or for dessert, he should exempt them with this "\n" and not say
a MMNX N5 on the fruit. If he doesn’t plan to have any fruit in
the meal or dessert, he does say a nmnx 1211 if he ate enough.
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R’ Shlomo Zalman Lifshitz zt”’l (Chemdas Shlomo) would say:

NDP M2IVN YP09 (3) 0P 9T NWI DU (2) 13 M2 (1)

29PN NN (5) 19 DNPN WIS NN (4) -7 DNV DY Y

10 HNIY Y10 (7) N2:0DP DIR N DY DPN MODIN (6) 3
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“Chazal tell us that on Rosh Hashana, 1392 ©MN9 DNN A0 OPNMAY' - ‘Books of the living and books of the dead
are open before Him.” Why is it necessary to open the ‘books of the dead’ - those who have already passed on? Because
when a person gets judged, everything is taken into account, including who his ancestors were and in what way did they
affect him. Perhaps if the root of his sin comes from previous generations, his punishment will not be as severe.”

R’ Moshe Feinstein z¢”l (Darash Moshe) would say:

“PNI5M1 IS NN N NN YT Oy MUN' - What does it mean to ‘know the Teruah’ and blow the shofar? Praised is the
Nation that knows where all the pain in the world comes from in the form of a Teruah - it all comes from Hashem, and not
just a random occurrence. Rather, Hashem is the One made this happen to you because of your sins. That same shofar can
also blow a straight, nice, simple and pleasant sound - a Tekiah. This, too, comes from Hashem. So, as Dovid HaMelech
succinctly declares: Praised are those who know Who is giving you the Teruah, because He, too, will give you a Tekiah.”

A Wise Man would say:

“Of all acts of man repentance is the most divine. The greatest of all faults is to be conscious of none.”
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Chazal chose the story of the infertile Chana who
miraculously gave birth to her son, Shmuel HaNavi as the
Haftorah for the first day of Rosh Hashana, because
Shmuel was born on Rosh Hashana. As Chana stood in the
Mishkan davening, the Navi writes; "n 9y Soanm" — “She
spoke ‘upon’ Hashem.” The wording seems strange. Chana
was davening “to” Hashem —not upon Him.

R’ Dovid Feinstein z#”I (Kol Dodi) explains that Chana
cried continuously during her prayers since she knew that
"o N MynT Myw” — the “Gates of Tears” are never sealed
as Chazal (Berachos 32a) emphatically declare. It was her
tearful prayer which had the ability to evoke Hashem’s

infinite attribute of mercy — ©nN7 NTH - and by extension
His Divine mercy.

The words of the Navi imply that Chana was forceful in
the manner in which she was pleading with Hashem to act
with this Attribute of Mercy to help her. She davened
“upon” him — imploring the Almighty with all her strength
and all her might — to answer her prayer and give her a son
hom she would consecrate to divine service.

On Rosh Hashana, we have the ability to tap into Chana’s
prayer and not just daven to Hashem to grant us a good
year, but rather daven ‘“upon” Hashem, which has the
potential of a better outcome.
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On the second day of Rosh Hashana, the Haftorah is
read from Sefer Yirmiyahu. Despite the Nation of Klal
Yisroel’s shortcomings, Yirmiyahu HaNavi declares
optimistically, "1 P TN ONN APY AN N NT9" - “For
Hashem will ransom Yaakov [Klal Yisroel] and redeem
him from one too strong for him.” This is meant to invoke
Hashem’s endless patience for His children in the hope that
He will inscribe us all in the book of life. Chazal ask why
Yirmiyahu HaNavi added the word "n” at the end. It seems
superfluous to say that the redemption will be from people
who are stronger than Klal Yisroel. Obviously, they are
stronger. If not, they wouldn’t have a grip on Klal Yisroel.

R’ Yihya Teboul shlit”’a (Av Beis Din of Lyon, France
— Sefer Maros Yeshorim) explains that Chazal often extol

the innate connection between the strength of our foes and
the severity of our sins. He explains that the Satan seizes all
opportunities to “get” Klal Yisroel, and he even brings the
mitzvos performed by evildoers as a way of showing
Hashem that Klal Yisroel does not deserve Divine mercy
since they are no better than the sinners who also do mitzvos.
Thus, Yirmiyahu HaNavi states that despite the Satan’s
predations, Klal Yisroel always has a leg up - they have the
ability to invoke Hashem’s attribute of mercy - ©n0 NN
Even when the Satan claims that we are no different than the
sinners and should be treated alike, Hashem’s compassion for
His children overrides those claims and we can be assured
that the Almighty will always have a spot for us in His
merciful heart. May we all merit a Ksiva V'chasima Tova.
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time sensitive mx0 her husband asks her for something, if she leaves the mitzvah and goes to the husband this is not respectful to n"apn, if
she stays with the mitzvah and ignores the husband'’s request this is not ideal for a2 o¥w, so n"apn decreed that ows should be Mo from
time sensitive My so as to keep M2 oww.

N9 [T IND 9T Y5 'on] is 1 that women although not 2mnin in 3wy, if they choose to be o»pn one, they may make a n>a
before fulfilling it. The X9 [ »o V9PN "© NN in H9w YN says the 3 is that ©wy make 572 when being o»prn a ¥'wyn. So, if a
woman was being yipn for herself, she would make a n572. The 7arn argues and says that ow) do not make a no1a. The 2w explains
that the 12nn has an issue with the fact that the nom is "mxy’, and women are not s on y"wyn.

The "9 [P 01 Y0 *a72 :0 47 1" brings n" N that holds 0wy may make a n>12. He adds that don't be concerned that since
they are not 2mnn to do the mitzvah, maybe it is a n>7x nyrw N5712? This is not an issue because a N> NYRY N71 s @ PIIT NN
and in this instance they did not assur it. Also, even though being nbvad oY Dw NXIN is @ XIINT MO, this is also not an issue
because in the context of a 57 it is only 2971 Mox and only when it is Y93 n>™x Ny, but on a mitzvah, even on one that one is mva to
do, there is no mo~. The ™ concludes that the halacha follows 1™, because we see that 0w get 10w for a mifzvah that they are mixn wn
on, as the Gemara says," i MSN WRY SN N IN¥PN I¥1" since it says "y, it's yown that ows also receive 1ow. And, saying
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If someone were to tell you that a lion was running loose in
your neighborhood would you be walking down the street
carefree? Would you be concerned, nervous, or downright
scared? Of course you would! You’d lock yourself in the
house and anxiously await news that the danger has passed.
Chances are that the lion is nowhere near your house or even
your block - but the fact that there is a POSSIBILITY of
danger, is the cause of tremendous fear, and extra protective
measures. Rabbosai, we are only days before the great and
awesome day of judgment. The day that we stand before the
King of all Kings as our fate for the coming year is decided.
Who will live and who will die? Who will be healthy and
who will be sick? Who will live peacefully and who will
suffer pain and grief? Our future hangs in the balance and
what are we doing about it? Are we nervous? Are we
anxious? Are we at all concerned? Or are we walking down
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the street carefree thinking about other matters entirely?
Why? Why are we not shaking in fear in advance of the
upcoming judgment?

The answer is that Hashem put this mentality specifically
into the the creation in order to ensure that man has free
choice. Originally, on the third day of the creation of the
world, Hashem wanted the earth to produce "9 ey M NY" -
trees that taste like their fruit. But the earth did not follow the
command of Hashem and produced ™9 nviy \y" - trees that
produce fruit with no connection to the taste of the tree itself.
The Maharal z¢” explains that in an ideal world (which is
the world to come) we are in the situation of "3 nY M9 \Y"
and the reward (good taste) of a mitzvah is the mitzvah itself!
The product of the mitzvah is the sweetness, the spiritual high
that one feels when performing any command of Hashem.
But, in this world, this could not be. We are living in a world




of ™9 nww \Y' where we don’t necessarily feel the
connection and sweetness of a mitzvah. There is a spiritual
disconnect between knowing and doing what is right, and
feeling connected and close to Hashem.

Perhaps Hashem originally commanded that we live in a
world of " Ny »9 \y" in order to teach us that this should
be our goal! This is not something that is a part of the
creation but rather something that man must work on
constantly. The earth does not produce this type of behavior
but rather man must toil to take his intellectual knowledge
and create from it an emotional reality.

R’ Yaakov Asher Sinclair shlita explains that this is the
avodah of Rosh Hashana. The obvious fear that man
experiences in every physical aspect of life is absent when
the issue is spiritual. This is the greatest kindness of Hashem
and the greatest challenge of man. We must inspire ourselves
continually to experience true yiras shamayim, for if we
automatically feel the trepidation of the judgment of our sins,
or the absolutely Divine spiritual sweetness each time we

perform a mitzvah, we would have no free choice to earn our
share in the world to come!

This year when we dip the apple in the honey on the first
night of Rosh Hashana, let us reflect upon the message of the
fruit trees. Although this world is not a place where the “tree
tastes like the fruit” - a spiritual paradise where we feel the
sweetness of a mitzvah, perhaps by dipping in the honey we
are able to experience and internalize this sweetness, even
just a small bit. Let us daven with all our hearts that we
should merit to do the will of Hashem with all our hearts. Our
avodah should not be merely an intellectual and robotic
experience, but an emotional, passionate, vibrant and exciting
expression of what is in our hearts. As we say in Tashlich, “It
is our desire to do Your will.”

May our excitement for mitzvos and yearning for
closeness to Hashem make everything that is spiritual, as
real to us as the lion that is running loose in the street. May
all of Klal Yisroel be gebentched with a good, sweet, happy,
healthy and truly spiritual year.
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Mordechai shuddered when he heard these words because he thought it was no coincidence that his Rebbe uttered them
just as he walked in. But he soon forgot them as he made his way to the large fair in Danzig to purchase supplies for his
business. He traveled in a group and they always stopped at an inn for the night. However, one extremely hot day, the horses
tired early in the afternoon and everyone was forced to rest at the edge of a forest. Hour after hour dragged on and soon it was
getting dark and they decided to try to make a quick dash to Danzig before nightfall. They managed to reach the city quickly
but when Mordechai got to his lodgings, he realized his money bag was not with him. He must have left it on the road near
the forest. He stayed in his room and was forced to wait until the group traveled back from Danzig a few days later. When
they came past the spot, Mordechai was shocked to find his purse sitting conspicuously on the roadside; no animals or road
bandits had taken it. What luck! How much better could it get when even the robbers wouldn’t steal from him!

But as luck would have it, Mordechai started having financial problems. First his warehouses burned down. Then his
shipments never arrived. Time after time, he lost money until soon he had lost it all! Now the once rich man was forced to join
a group of panhandlers who would go from house to house begging for alms. Whatever they received they agreed to pool and
divide amongst themselves. Mordechai begged from door to door and lived off the meager sums that he got.

Years went by this way. One day, he knocked on a door and was recognized by the homeowner as the once rich
Mordechai Porush. The man took pity on him and told him that he would give him a nice amount - but only for himself. It
was not for the others. Mordechai took the money and thanked him. The next day he returned to the house and was given
another decent amount. A few days went by this way but soon, his fellow beggars became suspicious. They knew he had “hit”
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The Gemara in Rosh Hashana says PYPIm pry mw YY"
"N9H1YA NY PYIN,N>NMA. Any year we don't blow the shofar
at its outset, will have catastrophic results at the end. The
BaHaG says that this is only if we just accidentally don’t
blow for example times of war or some other M, but the
fact that we can’t blow due to Shabbos, would not warrant
such a consequence.

The question is obvious. If the call of the shofar indeed
impedes the safan and thwarts his attempts to cause us
harm, this year, when there is no shofar, wouldn’t he now
have that power? What then is the difference between an
oM and Shabbos?

While there are numerous explanations, we will quote
three. The first one is based on a Medrash. The Medrash
says that the malachim have six pairs of wings with which
to sing to Hashem. When Shabbos comes, however, and
they wish to sing, Hashem tells them no. This day is
reserved for My children to sing shira. Shabbos is therefore
like a yichud between us and Hashem. In the yichud room
there is no din only ahava. And ahava is ©ywa noon.
Hence, Shabbos deactivates the satan’s arsenal.

The second pshat is from the Aruch Laner. Shabbos is
our zivug and will stand up for us, pleading on our behalf.
But if we abuse and beat her up, the King says she has no
right to defend us. So if we commit to sanctifying and
honoring Shabbos all year, she can advocate for us in lieu
of the shofar.

And lastly, the m19n Twn in Parshas Emor writes that the
shofar reminds n"apn of the akeida; the mesiras nefesh of
Avraham and Yitzchok Avinu. That zechus protects us. The
fact that we don’t blow the shofar because of WY NPV

DN TUT WIN WND WIR MW 1YY ey Lo Ay, Sy, 4 &
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N2Iwa MNN "7, a possible infraction committed accidentally,
shows the greatest respect for His honor. We are even
willing to forego our very own “defense” for His sake, and
that mesiras nefesh can and does replace the protection
afforded by the shofar blowing.

May n"apn heed the supplication of Shabbos on our
behalf, and in the zechus of our zealousness, inscribe all of
Klal Yisroel to a n2)0 mp»nm namd.
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s we recite these words during Mussaf on Rosh
Hashana, or sing them numerous times in the course of the
tefillos, we should take the time to reflect on them as well.
What is the meaning of the double expression - Banim Vvs.
Avadim? Sons vs. Servants? The Mishmeres Elazar
explains as follows (for those learning the daf, you will find
this very timely): The Gemara in Kiddushin states: IN"
"2IN1N 171D 12D DY DNnw whereas "2NN0 Y1120 PX SNnY Ton".
A father can forgive his honor whereas a king cannot. Thus,
we say in our fefillos, if we are like children, then You,
Hashem, as our Father, can be mochel, "o Yy ax on1o".
But if we are like slaves, then what is the solution for us?
The posuk in Tehillim says: "N »09wn T991". Dovid
HaMelech says, “If my mishpat were to go through the bais
din shel maala, then the malachim wouldn’t be able to forgo
the kavod of Hashem. So please let my mishpat go through
you Hashem directly, and You, Hashem can do anything,
even be mochel me.” Thus, he said, "N¥ Y0own T1avN". We
therefore say "mmon 70wy
This idea is very similar to the Baal Shem Tov’s vort

arich man’s house a few days in a row, but he had brought nothing back to share with the rest.

The next Friday, when Mordechai went to the Mikveh to immerse himself before Shabbos, his “friends’” went through his
clothing and found the money. They were furious. They took his clothing and hid it and then when he came out of the water,
they began chasing him around with sticks. Mordechai was forced to run outside totally unclothed to escape his pursuers. He
climbed up a tree and hid there until his attackers left. Now, he knew, he had reached his “low point” in life.

He began anew and before long Mordechai became successful again in business. But this time he understood the lesson

he had learned: Avoid going to any extreme because just like a wheel turns, money comes and goes in a flash!
MDY 9377 oD Dwn
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%Ywm: There was once an Italian lady who had a dangerous
tumor in a complicated place inside her brain. She ran
around to several doctors until she was finally directed to a
renowned neurosurgeon in the city of Detroit, MI. After
reviewing the scans and studying many of the test results, he
agreed to accept the patient and perform the surgery. His
team prepped the patient for the long and complicated
surgery and a few days later she was under the knife.

The elite surgical team took all the necessary precautions
to ensure that the surgery went smoothly, and eventually the
surgeon himself began operating on the tumor. He cut at the
necessary tissue, carefully poking around the brain so as not
to touch any unintentional and dangerous areas.

Suddenly, the lady raised her voice in song and began
belting out a famous Italian opera song. Everyone jumped
back in surprise. Clearly, the surgeon had hit a nerve that set
off the performance. It was the strangest thing the team had
ever encountered. Thankfully, after a couple of minutes the
lady stopped singing. The surgery was completed, and the
patient was sent to a recovery room. A few days later the
doctor came to check on his patient and mentioned the
strange incident that had occurred during the surgery.

The lady didn’t know what to say. Not only was she
tone-deaf and had never sung in her life, she didn’t know
any opera music, never heard one in fact, and actually
despised this form of music. The doctor, still curious about

the strange phenomenon, turned to her family members
present, asking them if they had any ideas.

Sure enough, the patient’s older sister had what to say.

When they were little kids, she claimed, their mother very
much wanted them to learn Italian opera. She signed them
up for lessons but after a few sessions, it was apparent that it
was goig nowhere and the sisters lost patience. Eventually,
they stopped going altogether. Apparently, those few lessons
were etched in her mind forever and the doctor, by probing
gently around her brain, had provoked a particular nerve
which set them off. Despite having performed hundreds of
surgeries in his lifetime, the doctor says he will never forget
this unique one. It is a symbol and demonstration of the
power of the human mind. It is a testimony that the human
mind doesn’t forget a thing!
Yony: It is mentioned in the special Rosh Hashana prayers,
that every individual passes before the Heavenly Tribunal
on this auspicious day. A person’s records are brought forth
and every minute detail is taken into consideration. This
however, may shock a person. If every single deed is taken
into account, how will one obtain a positive ruling for the
year to come? The answer lies in the very same prayer. A
person must: 1) repent his unworthy actions, 2) pray to
Hashem for help in the future, 3) do charitable deeds that
benefit others. This is the recipe that will secure a person the
best possible verdict on Rosh Hashana.




into the eyes of the estate manager. The latter looked back cynically. Thus they sat long moments, unmoving. The stare of
the manager, which had been defiant, began to soften. At the same time, the Rebbe’s gentle gaze intensified and his pure,
holy eyes seemed to harden.

Then, to his surprise, the Rebbe’s attendant noticed that the manager’s eyes were moist. A large tear formed and rolled
slowly down his cheek. At that moment, the Rebbe rose from his seat and walked to the door, still not having said a word.
The manager remained frozen in his chair, as if paralyzed; he couldn’t even manage to escort his guests out.

The Rebbe remained the rest of the day in the village. All those who missed the opportunity in Ushomir went to him to
receive his blessing. Towards evening the lines thinned, and eventually the home at which the Rebbe was staying became
empty of guests. But a silent, shadowy figure was seen approaching the house. His soft knock broke the dusky silence. It
was the estate manager. His frightened eyes and the manner in which he slipped inside made it seem as if someone were
chasing him. He and the Rebbe went into an isolated room, and remained there for two hours.

That year on the solemn and holy day of Rosh Hashana, an unexpected visitor arrived at the shul to join the prayers of
the Day of Judgment. This, of course, was the estate manager, who for the entire two days of the holiday practically didn’t
move from his spot. With a tallis covering his head and upper part of his face, he stood nearly the entire time, praying with
copious tears. The man who had been so alienated and removed from Judaism was from that day on a full penitent, and
also acted with kindness towards his Jewish brethren.
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One of the wealthiest men in Kovno, Lithuania, was Reb Shraga Feivel Frank. He owned a tanner factory, a leather
goods store, and a great deal of real estate. He was also a talmid chacham who was blessed with four exceptional sons-in-law;
R’ Moshe Mordechai Epstein zt”’1, R’ Isser Zalman Meltzer zt”’l, R’ Boruch Hurwitz z£”’l and R’ Sheftel Kramer z¢t”’1.

A businessman once approached Reb Shraga Feivel Frank for a substantial loan, naming a date by which he expected to
repay it. Reb Shraga Feivel cheerfully lent him the money. When the loan came due, however, the man did not come to repay
it. Reb Shraga Feivel said nothing about it, but at one point, when he himself required a loan, his wife Golda recalled that this
businessman owed them a large debt. She approached the man and asked him to repay the loan as they really needed the money.

The man refused her request, answering with such impertinence that the insulted woman returned home very upset.
With much effort and deliberation, her husband calmed her down, but the incident was far from over.

Some time later the businessman appeared at the Frank home, but not with the money he owed. Instead, he told Reb
Shraga Feivel that he wished to borrow more money, which he promised to pay back together with the first sum by a
certain date. Taken aback by this brazen request, Reb Shraga Feivel told the man he would have to consider the matter
before replying, and would inform him of his decision.

When Golda heard of the man’s temerity, she asked her husband incredulously, “How can you even consider such a
thing after he was so unreliable the first time, and behaved with such ingratitude and impudence! I am sure you’ll never
see this money either.”

“My dear wife,” replied Reb Shraga Feivel, “are we any better than this man? Every year on Rosh Hashana we ask
Hashem to forgive our sins and accept our prayers. We tell Him, “This year we will be good!” But we backslide and sin
again the next year. How, then, can we come to ask Him once again to forgive us? What happened this past year - didn’t
we come to Him last year with the same request and the same promise?” Golda nodded her bowed head.

“But now I can really say it!”” exclaimed Reb Shraga Feivel. “This Jew borrowed money and also promised to pay it
back, but instead of repaying us he asked to borrow more - and we will give it to him! We will extend ourselves even more
even though he really doesn’t deserve it! We will now have some merit in the eyes of Hakadosh Boruch Hu, so that He
should do the same for us, measure for measure, just as we have done for this man.” (Gut Voch, R’ Avraham Barash)
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In the city of Kiev, lived a tremendously rich man by the name of Mordechai Porush. It was said about him that anything
he touched turned to gold! He maintained properties and holdings in many cities and his fortune was greater than the
populations of some large provinces. He was a good man and never hesitated to give tzedakah to the poor.

Mordechai was a chasid of the Mezeritcher Maggid, R’ Dov Ber z#”’l, and often when he would travel on various
business trips, he would stop in Mezeritch to hear words of Torah from his Rebbe. On one such trip, the Maggid was
discussing a certain gemara when Mordechai came in, and he heard his Rebbe say: “The world revolves around like a wheel.
People are the same. Some go up and some go down. When a person has reached the highest point possible, he has no choice
but to go down. And when he has reached his low point in life, there is no place for him to go but up!”

On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yisroel with zero overhead
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proclaim, "nN2M X\IND 'Y W TYTY", we coronate Hashem
over the entire world, and beg him for mechila.

So let us be mechazek ourselves in the recognition of
who’s “The Boss” and who we are here to serve. Then, and
only then, we can daven that Hashem should truly be

explaining the custom to say 7"> ©51nn on the night of Rosh
Hashana. He also explains, based on the above Gemara in
Kiddushin, that a mortal king cannot forgo his honor,
because it’s not his to forgo; a king reflects the honor of his
subjects and is divinely bestowed upon him and his family.
On the other hand, n"apn who rules the entire world can  mochel us, and inscribe us MWYN NN DWW DNV OPND!
foreo His kavod, as it all belongs to Him. So, when we A Gut Gebentched Yuhr
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The Jews from a small town near the city of Ushomir, in the Ukraine, suffered greatly from the antagonism of the the
estate manager, where many of them worked. Nothing they did could meet with the man’s approval, and it seemed as if he
pursued them day and night in order to find fault with them. He even reduced their salary at every opportunity, each time
citing a different picayune reason. The strange thing was that this manager was actually a Jew himself. None of the Jews in
the region knew where he had come from, or anything about his past. The present, however, was clear: he was a Jew by
accident of birth only, and even that seemed to be a bit too much for him to bear.

One year, a week before Rosh Hashana, a visiting tzadik arrived in Ushomir, R’ Mordechai Dov Twersky z¢’l, of
Hornisteipl. It was his habit to travel around to the cities and towns in his area during the month before Rosh Hashana in
order to arouse the people to repent and turn closer to Hashem in preparation for the awesome Day of Judgment. He
planned to spend Shabbos in Ushomir, and to speak in its main synagogue.

As the word spread that the famed Chassidic Master would be in the city, Jews from all the neighboring towns and
villages flocked to Ushomir. The Shabbos was as spiritually exhilarating as everyone had hoped for, and after the closing
havdalah was recited, all the guests lined up to take leave of the Rebbe and to receive his farewell blessing.

The Jews from the small town that suffered from the estate manager agreed among themselves that they would each
mention the situation to the Rebbe. R’ Mordechai listened with full attention to each one, and they could feel that he shared
in their woe. They also saw that his sorrow was even greater from the awareness that the oppressive manager was himself
aJew. He gave each one the same answer: “Be patient until tomorrow, and we will see what can be done.”

The next day, after Shachris, R’ Mordechai told his attendants to prepare to depart. But to everyone’s surprise, he
instructed him not to travel in the direction they had originally planned, but instead to head for the nearby village. The
villagers who hadn’t yet returned home were also taken by surprise, and they hurried to pack their wagons in order to
travel together with the Rebbe. Soon a long caravan snaked along the dusty road, with the carriage of the Hornisteipler
Rebbe leading the way. As soon as they arrived, the Rebbe asked for directions to the residence of the estate manager.

As they approached the impressive house of the estate manager, all those accompanying the Rebbe, as well as many
from the village who had joined the procession, waited breathlessly to see what he would do. The locals wondered if
perhaps the holy man would cast his gaze on the source of their misery and turn him into a heap of smoldering bones!

Meanwhile, the estate manager stood, unmoving, on the expansive balcony of his home. The pipe in his mouth and his
general appearance testified to his haughty attitude, but as they drew closer they could see from the expression on his face
that he was a bit puzzled. What was the meaning of this extensive delegation rolling towards his property?

The Hornisteipler Rebbe instructed his coachman to drive right up to the entrance of the house. This he did, as all the
other carriages lined up behind his in a long row stretching back onto the road. Only then did the Rebbe raise his eyes and,
after a glance at the fancy house, stared straight at the estate manager on the terrace. The manager looked back at him. The
Rebbe’s gaze didn’t waver, and for an endless few minutes the two stared at each other.

Suddenly R’ Mordechai climbed down from his carriage and walked firmly towards the door. The estate manager
quickly disappeared within the house, and a few moments later the door swung open from within. All the bystanders
watched excitedly from their places to see what would happen next.

The Rebbe and one of his attendants entered the house. After a few minutes they emerged and went back into their
carriage. The driver tugged the reins, the horses reversed their direction, and they drove away.

Only at a later time were the townspeople able to find out, from the Rebbe’s attendant, what had transpired inside the
house. They learned that from the moment the estate manager opened the door to his house until the moment the Rebbe
and his attendant stepped out, not a word had been uttered! With a slight nod of his head, the manager signaled them to
enter. Then, with a flourish of his hand he motioned the Rebbe to sit in a chair he had placed for him, while he himself sat
in a chair opposite him. The Rebbe placed his hands on the table between them, straightened his back and stared fixedly




