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R' Akiva Eiger זַצַ״ל, born in Eisenstadt, Hungary, to ה  and מֹשֶׁ
 יְשִיבָה (ר׳ בִנְיָמִין װאָלף אֵיגֶׁר) Güns, learned in his uncle’s גִיטל
in Breslau. He changed his surname from Güns to Eger in 

order to honor his uncle. He married גלִיקכן, the daughter of  ר׳ יִצְחָק
 in Lissa. At the age of 30, he ראֹש יְשִיבָה Later on, he served as .מַרְגָלִיוּת
became רָב of Markish Friedland, Prussia, for 25 years before serving as the 
 of Posen. There are many stories about his modesty and humility. King רָב
Frededrich III awarded him a medal for his acts of heroism with cholera 
patients. His חִדּוּשִים and תְשוּבוֹת are classics in every יְשִיבָה and his notes are 
printed on the side of the מִשְנָיוֹת ,גְמָרָא and ְלְחָן עָרוּך  ,As per his wishes .שֻׁ
only the words ד מֵעֲבְדֵי ד׳ בֶׁ ר are his title on his עֶׁ בֶׁ .קֶׁ

 י״ג תשרי
5521 — 5598 
1761 — 1838 

 of Lissa, the ר׳ יַעֲקֹב זַצַ״ל and ר׳ עַקִיבָא אֵיגֶר זַצַ״ל
once shared a horse ,חַווֹת דַעַת drawn 
carriage to Warsaw. As they drew near the 
city, a large crowd came out to greet 
them. One fellow unhitched the horses, 
and everyone vied for the honor of 
pulling the wagon. Certain that this 
honor was being extended to ר׳  ,ר׳ יַעֲקֹב
 slipped out of the wagon to help עַקִיבָא
pull the carriage. Almost at the same 
moment, ר׳ יַעֲקֹב also slipped out of the 
wagon. Together, they both helped to pull the empty 
carriage.

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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מַיִם   רֶץ … הַאֲזִינוּ הַשָּׁ אָּׁ רִים לב:א… )וְתִשְמַע הָּׁ (דְבָּׁ  
Listen, O heavens … and may the earth hear …
The סִפְרִי remarks on the difference between these opening 

words of מֹשֶה’s prophecy and the words used by בִיא  We find .יְשַעְיָּׁהוּ הַנָּׁ
that בִיא מַיִם וְהַאֲזִינִי אֶרֶץ :prophesied (א:ב) יְשַעְיָּׁהוּ הַנָּׁ  Hear, O ,שִמְעוּ שָּׁ
heavens, and listen, earth. ּיְשַעְיָּׁהו placed וְהַאֲזִינִי, listen, next to אֶרֶץ, 
earth, and ּשִמְעו, hear, next to מַיִם ינוּ .heavens ,שָׁ  s prophecy, on’מֹשֶה רַבֵּ
the other hand, was the opposite. מֹשֶה placed ּהַאֲזִינו, listen, next to 
מַיִם רֶץ next to וְתִשְמַע and ,שָׁ אָׁ  .הָׁ

The סִפְרִי explains that the word ּהַאֲזִינו means listening at 
close proximity. The people in the generation of מֹשֶה were very 
spiritual and were [so to speak] closer to מַיִם  therefore used מֹשֶה .שָּׁ
 when referring to the heavens — since that generation was הַאֲזִינוּ
closer to heaven. The prophecy of ּיְשַעְיָּׁהו was referring to the 
destruction of the ש ית הַמִקְדָּׁ  ;That generation was not as spiritual .בֵּ
they were [so to speak] closer to בִיא .אֶרֶץ  therefore used יְשַעְיָּׁהוּ הַנָּׁ
.when referring to the earth הַאֲזִינוּ

The דִים  s distinction’סִפְרִי uses the (אוֹרַח חַיִים תקצ״ב) פְרִי מְגָּׁ
between ּהַאֲזִינו and תִשְמַע to explain the ending of רוֹת תְפִלַת  in the שוֹפָּׁ
ף נָּׁה of מוּסָּׁ  .ראֹש הַשָּׁ

We end the portion of רוֹת ה  with the words שוֹפָּׁ  שוֹמֵעַַכִי אַתָּׁ
ר  ךְ וּמַאֲזִיןקוֹל שוֹפָּׁ ין דוֹמֶה לָּׁ ה וְאֵּ תְרוּעָּׁ  — for You hear the sound of the 

ר ה and listen to the ,שוֹפָּׁ ר short) תְרוּעָּׁ  blasts), and there is none שוֹפָּׁ

comparable to You. The דִים  listening to the ה׳ asks, what does פְרִי מְגָּׁ
sounds of our blowing of the ר  have to do with and there is none שוֹפָּׁ
comparable to You?

The דִים ה explains that the פְרִי מְגָּׁ  the straight and clear ,תְקִיעָּׁ
sound, represents a perfect צַדִיק. The ה  ,the series of short blasts ,תְרוּעָּׁ
represents a ה  is ה׳ It would be logical to assume that .בַעַל תְשוּבָּׁ
naturally closer to a perfect צַדִיק than He is to a ה  After all, a .בַעַל תְשוּבָּׁ
ה has no sins, whereas a צַדִיק  has many sins for which he has בַעַל תְשוּבָּׁ
repented and for which he seeks forgiveness. However, we find that 
just the opposite is true, for we know that a ה  stands in a בַעַל תְשוּבָּׁ
place where even a perfect צַדִיק cannot stand. ה׳ seeks to bring the 
ה .closer to Him בַעַל תְשוּבָּׁ

This, then, is the translation: 
ר  עַ קוֹל שוֹפָּׁ ה שוֹמֵּ עַ  is ה׳ — כִי אַתָּׁ  hears, the sounds of the ,שוֹמֵּ
ה ר of the תְקִיעָּׁ  the straight and clear sound, representing the ,שוֹפָּׁ
perfect צַדִיק.

ה  He listens [from even closer] to [,However] — וּמַאֲזִין תְרוּעָּׁ
the sound of a ה בַעַל  a series of short blasts, representing a — תְרוּעָּׁ
ה .תְשוּבָּׁ

ךְ ין דוֹמֶה לָּׁ  There is none like You, Who showers extra — וְאֵּ
compassion on a ה ה and lovingly embraces the ,בַעַל תְשוּבָּׁ  to בַעַל תְשוּבָּׁ
come closer to Him.

Adapted, in part, from: Parsha Potpourri (Vol. 4, Issue 50) (with kind permission from R’ Oizer Alport)
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גמר חתימה טובה!

I came especially to tell 
you that just as it is a Mitzvah for a 

healthy Jew to fast on Yom Kippur, it is as 
great a Mitzvah for you to eat on Yom Kippur, 
with a happy heart! My brochah to you is for 

a Refuah Sheleimah and a gmar chasimah 
tovah!

Doctor, I’ve had a 
backache all week, and 
today I noticed a red 
rash that’s spreading 

all over...

Sholom, Rebbi! 
It is Erev Yom 

Kippur!! Why did the 
Rav travel all the 

way here?

Aleichem Sholom! 
my son. I did not 

doubt that you would 
follow my ruling to 

eat on Yom Kippur. But I 
feared that you would 

be uncomfortable 
doing so.

Oy! These 
are symptoms of 
typhus... you need 
to be hospitalized 

immediately!

In the early 1950s, Rav Shlomo Lorincz would 
visit the transit camps where new Sephardic 

immigrants from Arab countries were housed.

After one of these visits, Rav 
Lorincz began feeling ill...

The Chazon Ish undertook the entire trip just 
to ensure that another Jew would not to be 

distressed about being forced to eat on Yom Kippur.

Yom Kippur was approaching. Rav 
Lorincz’s wife went to the Chazon Ish 
to ask him if her husband should fast.

On Erev Yom Kippur the Chazon Ish left his house 
in Bnei Brak and took a bus to the hospital. In 
those days the trip was very time-consuming.

After asking her many questions, the 
Chazon Ish ruled that Rav Lorincz 

had to eat on Yom Kippur. *Having a personal meeting with Hashem

Tell me exactly 
what the doctor 

said...
The doctor said 

he’s so weak, he must 
eat and drink...

from Avrohom avinu 
we leaRn thAT THE MITZVAH OF 

CHESED is greater than Kabbolas 
p’nei hashechinah*. This WILL BE MY 

preparation for yom kippur!

5639-5714 1878-1953 iuajrn u"y

R' Avrohom Yeshayohu Karelitz זַצַ״ל was born in Kosova, Belarus, to יָהוּ יוֹסֵף מַרְׁ  and (אַב בֵית דִין the) ר׳ שְׁ
 ,was educated primarily by his father. In 1905, he married Basha Bei of Kvėdarna חֲזוֹן אִיש The .ראַשָה לֵאָה
and developed a close relationship with ה ש) Rosen ר׳ מֹשֶׁ ר הַקוֹדֶׁ  His wife supported him by running a .(נֵזֶׁ
small shop so that he could devote his time to learning תּוֹרָה. His first work on parts of the ְחָן עָרוּך לְׁ  שֻׁ
was published anonymously in Vilna in 1911 under the title חֲזוֹן אִיש. The חֲזוֹן אִיש moved to Vilna in 1920 
and became very close with R' Chaim Ozer Grodzinski זַצַ״ל, the גָדוֹל הַדוֹר. He emigrated to רָאֵל ץ יִשְׁ רֶׁ  in אֶׁ
1933, and settled in רַק נֵי בְׁ רַק His house in .בְׁ נֵי בְׁ  became the address for thousands who sought בְׁ
religious guidance. R' Chaim Ozer wrote, “A lion has left ל רָאֵל to go to בָבֶׁ ץ יִשְׁ רֶׁ  Upon his arrival, the ”.אֶׁ
רָעִים devoted vast amounts of energy to חֲזוֹן אִיש ר זְׁ  inherent to הֲלָכוֹת which deals with the many ,סֵדֶׁ
living in רָאֵל ץ יִשְׁ רֶׁ  was universally recognized as חֲזוֹן אִיש Although he held no official position, the .אֶׁ

the worldwide authority on all matters of יַהֲדוּת.  



  

Questions    week רש"י
חלק ב׳  פרק ט״ז  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   

*The ים  explains the importance of getting others involved in חָפֵץ חַיִּ
actually giving צְדָקָה and even getting people to commit to give צְדָקָה by 
citing a (פֵאָה פֶרֶק ג) תּוֹסֶפְתָּא: one who pledges [to give צְדָקָה] and 
actually gives, receives reward for both the verbal commitment and the 
 received. One who pledges, but was unable to give the money צְדָקָה
due to unforeseen circumstances, receives the reward for the pledge as 
if he had actually fulfilled it. One who persuades others to give צְדָקָה 
receives a special [עַיֵן בָבָא בַתְרָא ט.] בְרָכָה.  
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד is far more extensive and appropriate. 
The  ים צְוָה about the תּוֹסֶפְתָּא continues with an important ruling based on this  חָפֵץ חַיִּ  of מִּ
just pledging money to צְדָקָה or committing oneself to perform a חֶסֶד. He mentions that 
saying explicitly י נֶדֶר צְוָה but a verbal commitment is a ,נֶדֶר will resolve any issue of בְלִּ  מִּ
and will also motivate others to give. 

1.Why would the Hebrew word עָר  ,which is translated as hair ,שֵׂ
also be used to describe fear?

2.What did ל רָאֵׂ לַל יִשְּ  intend to do in order to prevent the כְּ
impending death of ה ?מֹשֶׁ

1.When a person is frightened, his hair bristles and stands up on end ( ֹד״ה לא
ְׂעָרוּם אֲבֹתֵיכֶם .(32:17 — ש

ֵׂל.2 ְּרָא ְּלַל יִש ֶׁה planned to stop כ ְּבוֹ from going up מֹש  Two ways to understand .הַר נ
this are: a) through their  ַכֹח of הַכָרַת הַטוֹב [see שִיחוֹת מוּסָר ל״ב:י״ג] or b) by 
physically holding him back (ְׂדַבֵר ה׳ .(32:48 — ד״ה וַי

1.Why would the Hebrew word עָר  ,which is translated as hair ,שֵׂ
also be used to describe fear?

2.What did ל רָאֵׂ לַל יִשְּ  intend to do in order to prevent the כְּ
impending death of ה ?מֹשֶׁ

1.When a person is frightened, his hair bristles and stands up on end ( ֹד״ה לא
ְׂעָרוּם אֲבֹתֵיכֶם .(32:17 — ש

ֵׂל.2 ְּרָא ְּלַל יִש ֶׁה planned to stop כ ְּבוֹ from going up מֹש  Two ways to understand .הַר נ
this are: a) through their  ַכֹח of הַכָרַת הַטוֹב [see שִיחוֹת מוּסָר ל״ב:י״ג] or b) by 
physically holding him back (ְׂדַבֵר ה׳ .(32:48 — ד״ה וַי

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

יךָ  ינוּ שְנוֹת דֹר וָדֹר שְאַל אָבִּ ים לב:ז(.… זְכֹר יְמוֹת עוֹלָם בִּ זְקֵנֶיךָ וְיאֹמְרוּ לָךְ )דְבָרִּ  
Remember the days of yore, understand the years of 

generation after generation; ask your father and he will relate it to 
you, your elders and they will tell you.

Those people who dedicate themselves to the study of 
 tirelessly and with intense effort, are granted the wisdom to ,תּוֹרָה
offer counsel for all situations. As the שְנָה כָל “ :(אָבוֹת ו:א) states מִּ

רְבֵה  ים הַּ דְבָרִּ שְמָה זוֹכֶה לִּ תּוֹרָה לִּ ינָה … הָעוֹסֵק בַּ יָה, בִּ מֶנוּ עֵצָה וְתוּשִּ ין מִּ וְנֶהֱנִּ
…וּגְבוּרָה   — Whoever engages in תּוֹרָה study for its own sake, merits 

many things … From him people enjoy counsel and wisdom, 
understanding and strength …”. ״י שִּ  comments: “I [Hashem] am רַּ
wisdom and courage to those who study [My תּוֹרָה] in order that they 
may be able to be a help to human beings.”

 leaders can interpret the happenings of history and תּוֹרָה
teach their lessons to the current generation. They are the ones to 
whom Jewish activists must turn in their dealings with governments 
and political leaders. Those who place their faith in the guidance of 
the generation’s luminaries are sure to succeed.

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞
In his 50 years of service to שְרָאֵל ל יִּ  ,R' Moshe Sherer ,כְלַּ

President of Agudath Israel of America, has always sought the 
guidance of תּוֹרָה leaders in dealing with the crises and issues with 
which our people have been confronted. In the last 13 years of R' 
Aharon Kotler’s life, R' Sherer spoke with R' Aharon either by phone 
or in person on a regular basis.

In the summer of 1962, the United Nations Security Council 
voted to condemn the State of Israel for what they considered 
wrongful action toward its Arab neighbors. With the US casting its 
vote against Israel, the vote was unanimous. This was highly unusual 
in those days when the  threat of Communism loomed large and the 
US recognized Israel as its only trustworthy ally in the Middle East. 
Jewish groups in the US voiced their displeasure with the vote.

In order to mollify American Jews, President John F. 
Kennedy invited leaders of 12 Jewish organizations to join him at a 
confidential meeting in his Oval Office, to be held on שְעָה בְאָב  Of .תִּּ
the 12 organizational leaders invited, only R' Sherer was Orthodox. 
Upon being invited to the meeting, R' Sherer wasted no time in 
phoning R' Aharon to ask whether or not he should attend the 
meeting. R' Aharon told R' Sherer that although the meeting was to 
take place on שְעָה בְאָב  there was no doubt that he must attend for ,תִּּ
the sake of the Jews in שְרָאֵל .אֶרֶץ יִּ

Now that R' Aharon had given R' Sherer the go ahead to 
attend, other questions needed to be addressed. Was it permissible 
to shave or wear shoes on the fast in order to appear dignified when 
meeting with the President of the US? R' Aharon told R' Sherer that 
these questions should be brought to the attention of R' Moshe 
Feinstein, ״ל צַּ דוֹר whom R' Aharon considered the ,זַּ  the ,פּוֹסֵק הַּ
generation’s greatest halachic authority.

R' Aharon then launched into a discussion about the 
security problems facing Israel. This גָאוֹן, whose every available 
moment was dedicated to the diligent study of תּוֹרָה, showed himself 
to be incredibly knowledgeable in current issues relevant to  ל כְלַּ
שְרָאֵל  As R' Sherer put it, “He kept me on the phone for an hour and .יִּ
a half as he gave me a lesson on the security problems facing Israel 
and how I should approach each problem should it come up at the 
meeting. I can attest to the fact that R' Aharon never listened to the 
radio or read a secular newspaper, yet his thorough knowledge of 
and insight into Israel’s situation was astounding. I did attend the 
meeting with President Kennedy and sure enough, the points which 
R' Aharon asked me to present became the focal point of that 
discussion.”[1]

_________
1. Related by R' Sherer as part of an address delivered in Camp Agudah, 1992.

Adapted from: A Treasury of Chassidic Tales (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

מָא:   ת עִנְיָנֵי דְי�וֹ הִלְכ�וֹ
�וּר פוּ ם כוִּ )עֶרֶב( י�וֹ
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 is said in a bent position, but not leaning on any item וִדוּי •
in a way that one would fall if the item would be removed. 

• Although no meals will be eaten on יוֹם כִפּוּר, nevertheless, 

the tables should be covered in honor of the holy day, just 
as they are on ת בָּ .שַׁ

• The tables in the shul should be covered as well.

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

R' Akiva Eiger, זַצַ״ל, had a very unusual close 
relationship with all of his תַלְמִידִים. He loved each one 
of them dearly and he treated every one of them with 
the utmost respect and concern. In the many letters to 
his students, he never once addressed any one of them 
as תַלְמִידִי (my students). He would say, " װעֶר װײֵס װעֶר
 Who knows which of us — האָט געֶלעֶרנט מעֶר פוּן װעֶמעֶן?
learned more from whom?" Source: Heard from R’ Shmuel Waldman שליט״א

Dear לְמִיד ,תַּ
R' Akiva Eiger ״ל צַּ  was זַּ

extremely reluctant to serve as 
the  Chief Rabbi of Posen and 
only agreed because his mother 
asked him to accept the position. 
His uneasiness about having to 
tell others what to do is recorded 
in a personal letter. In it, he 
reveals that he is לֵל  on the מִתְפַּ
 will release ד׳ that יָמִים נוֹרָאִים
him from his position.

R' Akiva Eiger had an 
important guideline from which 
he did not deviate. The city of 
Posen was part of the Austro
Hungarian empire and he 
wouldn’t answer questions that 
came from outside the country. 
He explained to the questioner 
that answering their question 
would be improper. The stature 
of other בָנִים  would be רַּ
diminished if all their קְהִלּוֹת sent 
their questions to an out of
country רָב. 

However, he once 
answered a letter from 
Bialystock, Poland. He began his 
 Although I am unworthy" :תְשׁוּבָה
of answering questions from 
distant lands that are filled with 
great בָנִים לֵי הֲלָכָה and רַּ עַּ  and ,בַּ
surely Poland is not lacking in 
either, this time I will answer." 

R' Akiva Eiger then 
proceeded to explain why he 
deviated from his usual practice 
in this instance. "A few months 
ago I was at a שִמְחָה at which 
someone from your town said 
that he would write me 
concerning a difficult matter. 
Although I did not encourage him 
to do so, I also did not discourage 
him. In fact, I may have even 
nodded my head slightly. That 
may have been taken as a 
commitment to answer the 
question. If I appeared to have 
agreed, I do not want to appear 
as if I changed my mind on a 
commitment."
  My לְמִיד  'why did R ,תַּ
Akiva Eiger's questionable nod 
override his concern for the 
honor of the Polish בָנִים  'R ?רַּ
Akiva Eiger explained clearly in his 
letter that this was an exception. 
Even though he was an עָנָו, a 
modest person, he was fully 
aware of his greatness … He 
סְקָן  חִלּוּל ד׳ d that any possible’פַּ
overrides his personal humility. 
We, too, must not be too humble 
and think, “Who notices what I 
do?” We all represent a ן תוֹרָה  בֶּ
to the outside world!

    יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
בִי Your                        ,בְיְדִידוּת רֶּ

Story adapted from R’ Shimon Susholz, ״ל צַּ  ofזַּ
theAn Ahavas Chesed Moment

יבֵנוּ ד׳ אֵלֶיךָ וְנָשוּבָה  …הֲשִׁ
Bring us back to You, ד׳, and we shall 

return…
The מָרָא  teaches us the (יוּמָא פו:) גְּ
amazing power of an individual's sincere 
שׁוּבָה מָרָא The .תְּ  'says in the name of R גְּ
Meir: שׁוּבָה  is so powerful that if one תְּ
does שׁוּבָה  the sins of the whole world ,תְּ
are also forgiven. R' Akiva Eiger explains 
this מָרָא לָיוֹן הַשַ״ס in the גְּ הַרַ״ם  quoting ,גִּ
פּאַנוּ  basing his understanding of the ,מִּ
ית רִּ בוּת of בְּ  being responsible for other ,עֲרְּ
people's וֹת צְּ  Just as we are bound .מִּ
together and can be the guarantors for 
someone else's וֹת צְּ  if someone else ,מִּ
does שׁוּבָה  then we are forgiven in his ,תְּ
merit! Such is the power of בוּת  This is .עֲרְּ
one of the reasons why all of our לוֹת פִּ  תְּ
are written in the plural form. We are all 
bound together as one!

רֵי 9 שְׁ ן יוֹסֵף — 3884 תִּ א בֶּ נָּא ר׳ עֲקִיבָּ ל  died תַּ עַּ
שֵׁם ר׳  in Caesaria, on the same day that קִדּוּשׁ הַּ
שִיא נָּ ה הַּ  He received .(קִדּוּשִׁין עב.) was born יְהוּדָּ
most of his teaching from ן הוּרְקְנוּס ר בֶּ זֶּ לִיעֶּ  ר׳ אֶּ
and נְיָּא ן חֲנַּ עַּ בֶּ בֵיִים His other .ר׳ יְהוֹשֻׁׁ  included רֶּ
his close friends רְפוֹן מְזוּ and ר׳ טַּ  .נָּחוּם אִישׁ גַּ
Some of his famous לְמִידִים ר  included תַּ זָּ לְעָּ ר׳ אֶּ
מּוּע ן שַּׁ נֵס ,בֶּ ל הַּ עַּ אי ,ר׳ מֵאִיר בַּ ר יוֹחַּ ר׳  ,ר׳ שִׁמְעוֹן בַּ
א פְתָּ ן חֲלַּ אי and ,יוֹסִי בֶּ עַּ ן אִלָּ ה בֶּ  When the .ר׳ יְהוּדָּ
evil empire of Rome decreed a prohibition on 
learning ה א ,תוֹרָּ ה taught ר׳ עֲקִיבָּ  ,in public תוֹרָּ
in defiance of their decree. He was caught and 
sentenced to death. When א  was taken ר׳ עֲקִיבָּ
out to be killed, it was ע ן קְרִיאַת שְׁמַּ  and in זְמַּ
his last lesson to his לְמִידִים  he demonstrated תַּ
the greatness of his devotion and love for ד׳ 
by reciting ע ה until his שְׁמַּ מָּ  left him with the נְשָּׁ
words ד חָּ .Hashem is One — ד׳ אֶּ
רֵי 10 שְׁ  were brought לוּחוֹת The 2nd — 2449 תִּ
down by ּבֵינו ה רַּ  after he twice spent 40 מֹשֶּׁ
days on י ר סִינַּ ל  pleading on behalf of הַּ כְלַּ
אֵל דוֹר  restored His goodwill with the ד׳ .יִשְרָּ
ר מִדְבָּ בֵינוּ and taught הַּ ה רַּ שְרֵה  the מֹשֶּׁ שְלֹשׁ עֶּ
חֲמִים רַּ  gave ד׳ .attributes of mercy 13 ,מִדּוֹת הָּ
בֵינוּ ה רַּ  thereby establishing — לוּחוֹת the 2nd מֹשֶּׁ
this day as יוֹם כִפּוּר, a time for atonement, 
forgiveness and ה  for all future תְשׁוּבָּ
generations.

This Week in History

UnderstandingDavening



  

Questions    week רש"י
חלק ב׳  פרק ט״ז  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   

*The ים  explains the importance of getting others involved in חָפֵץ חַיִּ
actually giving צְדָקָה and even getting people to commit to give צְדָקָה by 
citing a (פֵאָה פֶרֶק ג) תּוֹסֶפְתָּא: one who pledges [to give צְדָקָה] and 
actually gives, receives reward for both the verbal commitment and the 
 received. One who pledges, but was unable to give the money צְדָקָה
due to unforeseen circumstances, receives the reward for the pledge as 
if he had actually fulfilled it. One who persuades others to give צְדָקָה 
receives a special [עַיֵן בָבָא בַתְרָא ט.] בְרָכָה.  
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד is far more extensive and appropriate. 
The  ים צְוָה about the תּוֹסֶפְתָּא continues with an important ruling based on this  חָפֵץ חַיִּ  of מִּ
just pledging money to צְדָקָה or committing oneself to perform a חֶסֶד. He mentions that 
saying explicitly י נֶדֶר צְוָה but a verbal commitment is a ,נֶדֶר will resolve any issue of בְלִּ  מִּ
and will also motivate others to give. 

1.Why would the Hebrew word עָר  ,which is translated as hair ,שֵׂ
also be used to describe fear?

2.What did ל רָאֵׂ לַל יִשְּ  intend to do in order to prevent the כְּ
impending death of ה ?מֹשֶׁ

1.When a person is frightened, his hair bristles and stands up on end ( ֹד״ה לא
ְׂעָרוּם אֲבֹתֵיכֶם .(32:17 — ש

ֵׂל.2 ְּרָא ְּלַל יִש ֶׁה planned to stop כ ְּבוֹ from going up מֹש  Two ways to understand .הַר נ
this are: a) through their  ַכֹח of הַכָרַת הַטוֹב [see שִיחוֹת מוּסָר ל״ב:י״ג] or b) by 
physically holding him back (ְׂדַבֵר ה׳ .(32:48 — ד״ה וַי

1.Why would the Hebrew word עָר  ,which is translated as hair ,שֵׂ
also be used to describe fear?

2.What did ל רָאֵׂ לַל יִשְּ  intend to do in order to prevent the כְּ
impending death of ה ?מֹשֶׁ

1.When a person is frightened, his hair bristles and stands up on end ( ֹד״ה לא
ְׂעָרוּם אֲבֹתֵיכֶם .(32:17 — ש

ֵׂל.2 ְּרָא ְּלַל יִש ֶׁה planned to stop כ ְּבוֹ from going up מֹש  Two ways to understand .הַר נ
this are: a) through their  ַכֹח of הַכָרַת הַטוֹב [see שִיחוֹת מוּסָר ל״ב:י״ג] or b) by 
physically holding him back (ְׂדַבֵר ה׳ .(32:48 — ד״ה וַי

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

יךָ  ינוּ שְנוֹת דֹר וָדֹר שְאַל אָבִּ ים לב:ז(.… זְכֹר יְמוֹת עוֹלָם בִּ זְקֵנֶיךָ וְיאֹמְרוּ לָךְ )דְבָרִּ  
Remember the days of yore, understand the years of 

generation after generation; ask your father and he will relate it to 
you, your elders and they will tell you.

Those people who dedicate themselves to the study of 
 tirelessly and with intense effort, are granted the wisdom to ,תּוֹרָה
offer counsel for all situations. As the שְנָה כָל “ :(אָבוֹת ו:א) states מִּ

רְבֵה  ים הַּ דְבָרִּ שְמָה זוֹכֶה לִּ תּוֹרָה לִּ ינָה … הָעוֹסֵק בַּ יָה, בִּ מֶנוּ עֵצָה וְתוּשִּ ין מִּ וְנֶהֱנִּ
…וּגְבוּרָה   — Whoever engages in תּוֹרָה study for its own sake, merits 

many things … From him people enjoy counsel and wisdom, 
understanding and strength …”. ״י שִּ  comments: “I [Hashem] am רַּ
wisdom and courage to those who study [My תּוֹרָה] in order that they 
may be able to be a help to human beings.”

 leaders can interpret the happenings of history and תּוֹרָה
teach their lessons to the current generation. They are the ones to 
whom Jewish activists must turn in their dealings with governments 
and political leaders. Those who place their faith in the guidance of 
the generation’s luminaries are sure to succeed.

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞
In his 50 years of service to שְרָאֵל ל יִּ  ,R' Moshe Sherer ,כְלַּ

President of Agudath Israel of America, has always sought the 
guidance of תּוֹרָה leaders in dealing with the crises and issues with 
which our people have been confronted. In the last 13 years of R' 
Aharon Kotler’s life, R' Sherer spoke with R' Aharon either by phone 
or in person on a regular basis.

In the summer of 1962, the United Nations Security Council 
voted to condemn the State of Israel for what they considered 
wrongful action toward its Arab neighbors. With the US casting its 
vote against Israel, the vote was unanimous. This was highly unusual 
in those days when the  threat of Communism loomed large and the 
US recognized Israel as its only trustworthy ally in the Middle East. 
Jewish groups in the US voiced their displeasure with the vote.

In order to mollify American Jews, President John F. 
Kennedy invited leaders of 12 Jewish organizations to join him at a 
confidential meeting in his Oval Office, to be held on שְעָה בְאָב  Of .תִּּ
the 12 organizational leaders invited, only R' Sherer was Orthodox. 
Upon being invited to the meeting, R' Sherer wasted no time in 
phoning R' Aharon to ask whether or not he should attend the 
meeting. R' Aharon told R' Sherer that although the meeting was to 
take place on שְעָה בְאָב  there was no doubt that he must attend for ,תִּּ
the sake of the Jews in שְרָאֵל .אֶרֶץ יִּ

Now that R' Aharon had given R' Sherer the go ahead to 
attend, other questions needed to be addressed. Was it permissible 
to shave or wear shoes on the fast in order to appear dignified when 
meeting with the President of the US? R' Aharon told R' Sherer that 
these questions should be brought to the attention of R' Moshe 
Feinstein, ״ל צַּ דוֹר whom R' Aharon considered the ,זַּ  the ,פּוֹסֵק הַּ
generation’s greatest halachic authority.

R' Aharon then launched into a discussion about the 
security problems facing Israel. This גָאוֹן, whose every available 
moment was dedicated to the diligent study of תּוֹרָה, showed himself 
to be incredibly knowledgeable in current issues relevant to  ל כְלַּ
שְרָאֵל  As R' Sherer put it, “He kept me on the phone for an hour and .יִּ
a half as he gave me a lesson on the security problems facing Israel 
and how I should approach each problem should it come up at the 
meeting. I can attest to the fact that R' Aharon never listened to the 
radio or read a secular newspaper, yet his thorough knowledge of 
and insight into Israel’s situation was astounding. I did attend the 
meeting with President Kennedy and sure enough, the points which 
R' Aharon asked me to present became the focal point of that 
discussion.”[1]

_________
1. Related by R' Sherer as part of an address delivered in Camp Agudah, 1992.

Adapted from: A Treasury of Chassidic Tales (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

מָא:   ת עִנְיָנֵי דְי�וֹ הִלְכ�וֹ
�וּר פוּ ם כוִּ )עֶרֶב( י�וֹ
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Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

 is said in a bent position, but not leaning on any item וִדוּי •
in a way that one would fall if the item would be removed. 

• Although no meals will be eaten on יוֹם כִפּוּר, nevertheless, 

the tables should be covered in honor of the holy day, just 
as they are on ת בָּ .שַׁ

• The tables in the shul should be covered as well.

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

R' Akiva Eiger, זַצַ״ל, had a very unusual close 
relationship with all of his תַלְמִידִים. He loved each one 
of them dearly and he treated every one of them with 
the utmost respect and concern. In the many letters to 
his students, he never once addressed any one of them 
as תַלְמִידִי (my students). He would say, " װעֶר װײֵס װעֶר
 Who knows which of us — האָט געֶלעֶרנט מעֶר פוּן װעֶמעֶן?
learned more from whom?" Source: Heard from R’ Shmuel Waldman שליט״א

Dear לְמִיד ,תַּ
R' Akiva Eiger ״ל צַּ  was זַּ

extremely reluctant to serve as 
the  Chief Rabbi of Posen and 
only agreed because his mother 
asked him to accept the position. 
His uneasiness about having to 
tell others what to do is recorded 
in a personal letter. In it, he 
reveals that he is לֵל  on the מִתְפַּ
 will release ד׳ that יָמִים נוֹרָאִים
him from his position.

R' Akiva Eiger had an 
important guideline from which 
he did not deviate. The city of 
Posen was part of the Austro
Hungarian empire and he 
wouldn’t answer questions that 
came from outside the country. 
He explained to the questioner 
that answering their question 
would be improper. The stature 
of other בָנִים  would be רַּ
diminished if all their קְהִלּוֹת sent 
their questions to an out of
country רָב. 

However, he once 
answered a letter from 
Bialystock, Poland. He began his 
 Although I am unworthy" :תְשׁוּבָה
of answering questions from 
distant lands that are filled with 
great בָנִים לֵי הֲלָכָה and רַּ עַּ  and ,בַּ
surely Poland is not lacking in 
either, this time I will answer." 

R' Akiva Eiger then 
proceeded to explain why he 
deviated from his usual practice 
in this instance. "A few months 
ago I was at a שִמְחָה at which 
someone from your town said 
that he would write me 
concerning a difficult matter. 
Although I did not encourage him 
to do so, I also did not discourage 
him. In fact, I may have even 
nodded my head slightly. That 
may have been taken as a 
commitment to answer the 
question. If I appeared to have 
agreed, I do not want to appear 
as if I changed my mind on a 
commitment."
  My לְמִיד  'why did R ,תַּ
Akiva Eiger's questionable nod 
override his concern for the 
honor of the Polish בָנִים  'R ?רַּ
Akiva Eiger explained clearly in his 
letter that this was an exception. 
Even though he was an עָנָו, a 
modest person, he was fully 
aware of his greatness … He 
סְקָן  חִלּוּל ד׳ d that any possible’פַּ
overrides his personal humility. 
We, too, must not be too humble 
and think, “Who notices what I 
do?” We all represent a ן תוֹרָה  בֶּ
to the outside world!

    יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
בִי Your                        ,בְיְדִידוּת רֶּ

Story adapted from R’ Shimon Susholz, ״ל צַּ  ofזַּ
theAn Ahavas Chesed Moment

יבֵנוּ ד׳ אֵלֶיךָ וְנָשוּבָה  …הֲשִׁ
Bring us back to You, ד׳, and we shall 

return…
The מָרָא  teaches us the (יוּמָא פו:) גְּ
amazing power of an individual's sincere 
שׁוּבָה מָרָא The .תְּ  'says in the name of R גְּ
Meir: שׁוּבָה  is so powerful that if one תְּ
does שׁוּבָה  the sins of the whole world ,תְּ
are also forgiven. R' Akiva Eiger explains 
this מָרָא לָיוֹן הַשַ״ס in the גְּ הַרַ״ם  quoting ,גִּ
פּאַנוּ  basing his understanding of the ,מִּ
ית רִּ בוּת of בְּ  being responsible for other ,עֲרְּ
people's וֹת צְּ  Just as we are bound .מִּ
together and can be the guarantors for 
someone else's וֹת צְּ  if someone else ,מִּ
does שׁוּבָה  then we are forgiven in his ,תְּ
merit! Such is the power of בוּת  This is .עֲרְּ
one of the reasons why all of our לוֹת פִּ  תְּ
are written in the plural form. We are all 
bound together as one!

רֵי 9 שְׁ ן יוֹסֵף — 3884 תִּ א בֶּ נָּא ר׳ עֲקִיבָּ ל  died תַּ עַּ
שֵׁם ר׳  in Caesaria, on the same day that קִדּוּשׁ הַּ
שִיא נָּ ה הַּ  He received .(קִדּוּשִׁין עב.) was born יְהוּדָּ
most of his teaching from ן הוּרְקְנוּס ר בֶּ זֶּ לִיעֶּ  ר׳ אֶּ
and נְיָּא ן חֲנַּ עַּ בֶּ בֵיִים His other .ר׳ יְהוֹשֻׁׁ  included רֶּ
his close friends רְפוֹן מְזוּ and ר׳ טַּ  .נָּחוּם אִישׁ גַּ
Some of his famous לְמִידִים ר  included תַּ זָּ לְעָּ ר׳ אֶּ
מּוּע ן שַּׁ נֵס ,בֶּ ל הַּ עַּ אי ,ר׳ מֵאִיר בַּ ר יוֹחַּ ר׳  ,ר׳ שִׁמְעוֹן בַּ
א פְתָּ ן חֲלַּ אי and ,יוֹסִי בֶּ עַּ ן אִלָּ ה בֶּ  When the .ר׳ יְהוּדָּ
evil empire of Rome decreed a prohibition on 
learning ה א ,תוֹרָּ ה taught ר׳ עֲקִיבָּ  ,in public תוֹרָּ
in defiance of their decree. He was caught and 
sentenced to death. When א  was taken ר׳ עֲקִיבָּ
out to be killed, it was ע ן קְרִיאַת שְׁמַּ  and in זְמַּ
his last lesson to his לְמִידִים  he demonstrated תַּ
the greatness of his devotion and love for ד׳ 
by reciting ע ה until his שְׁמַּ מָּ  left him with the נְשָּׁ
words ד חָּ .Hashem is One — ד׳ אֶּ
רֵי 10 שְׁ  were brought לוּחוֹת The 2nd — 2449 תִּ
down by ּבֵינו ה רַּ  after he twice spent 40 מֹשֶּׁ
days on י ר סִינַּ ל  pleading on behalf of הַּ כְלַּ
אֵל דוֹר  restored His goodwill with the ד׳ .יִשְרָּ
ר מִדְבָּ בֵינוּ and taught הַּ ה רַּ שְרֵה  the מֹשֶּׁ שְלֹשׁ עֶּ
חֲמִים רַּ  gave ד׳ .attributes of mercy 13 ,מִדּוֹת הָּ
בֵינוּ ה רַּ  thereby establishing — לוּחוֹת the 2nd מֹשֶּׁ
this day as יוֹם כִפּוּר, a time for atonement, 
forgiveness and ה  for all future תְשׁוּבָּ
generations.

This Week in History

UnderstandingDavening



Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

R' Akiva Eiger זַצַ״ל, born in Eisenstadt, Hungary, to ה  and מֹשֶׁ
 יְשִיבָה (ר׳ בִנְיָמִין װאָלף אֵיגֶׁר) Güns, learned in his uncle’s גִיטל
in Breslau. He changed his surname from Güns to Eger in 

order to honor his uncle. He married גלִיקכן, the daughter of  ר׳ יִצְחָק
 in Lissa. At the age of 30, he ראֹש יְשִיבָה Later on, he served as .מַרְגָלִיוּת
became רָב of Markish Friedland, Prussia, for 25 years before serving as the 
 of Posen. There are many stories about his modesty and humility. King רָב
Frededrich III awarded him a medal for his acts of heroism with cholera 
patients. His חִדּוּשִים and תְשוּבוֹת are classics in every יְשִיבָה and his notes are 
printed on the side of the מִשְנָיוֹת ,גְמָרָא and ְלְחָן עָרוּך  ,As per his wishes .שֻׁ
only the words ד מֵעֲבְדֵי ד׳ בֶׁ ר are his title on his עֶׁ בֶׁ .קֶׁ

 י״ג תשרי
5521 — 5598 
1761 — 1838 

 of Lissa, the ר׳ יַעֲקֹב זַצַ״ל and ר׳ עַקִיבָא אֵיגֶר זַצַ״ל
once shared a horse ,חַווֹת דַעַת drawn 
carriage to Warsaw. As they drew near the 
city, a large crowd came out to greet 
them. One fellow unhitched the horses, 
and everyone vied for the honor of 
pulling the wagon. Certain that this 
honor was being extended to ר׳  ,ר׳ יַעֲקֹב
 slipped out of the wagon to help עַקִיבָא
pull the carriage. Almost at the same 
moment, ר׳ יַעֲקֹב also slipped out of the 
wagon. Together, they both helped to pull the empty 
carriage.

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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Agudas Yisroel of America

מַיִם   רֶץ … הַאֲזִינוּ הַשָּׁ אָּׁ רִים לב:א… )וְתִשְמַע הָּׁ (דְבָּׁ  
Listen, O heavens … and may the earth hear …
The סִפְרִי remarks on the difference between these opening 

words of מֹשֶה’s prophecy and the words used by בִיא  We find .יְשַעְיָּׁהוּ הַנָּׁ
that בִיא מַיִם וְהַאֲזִינִי אֶרֶץ :prophesied (א:ב) יְשַעְיָּׁהוּ הַנָּׁ  Hear, O ,שִמְעוּ שָּׁ
heavens, and listen, earth. ּיְשַעְיָּׁהו placed וְהַאֲזִינִי, listen, next to אֶרֶץ, 
earth, and ּשִמְעו, hear, next to מַיִם ינוּ .heavens ,שָׁ  s prophecy, on’מֹשֶה רַבֵּ
the other hand, was the opposite. מֹשֶה placed ּהַאֲזִינו, listen, next to 
מַיִם רֶץ next to וְתִשְמַע and ,שָׁ אָׁ  .הָׁ

The סִפְרִי explains that the word ּהַאֲזִינו means listening at 
close proximity. The people in the generation of מֹשֶה were very 
spiritual and were [so to speak] closer to מַיִם  therefore used מֹשֶה .שָּׁ
 when referring to the heavens — since that generation was הַאֲזִינוּ
closer to heaven. The prophecy of ּיְשַעְיָּׁהו was referring to the 
destruction of the ש ית הַמִקְדָּׁ  ;That generation was not as spiritual .בֵּ
they were [so to speak] closer to בִיא .אֶרֶץ  therefore used יְשַעְיָּׁהוּ הַנָּׁ
.when referring to the earth הַאֲזִינוּ

The דִים  s distinction’סִפְרִי uses the (אוֹרַח חַיִים תקצ״ב) פְרִי מְגָּׁ
between ּהַאֲזִינו and תִשְמַע to explain the ending of רוֹת תְפִלַת  in the שוֹפָּׁ
ף נָּׁה of מוּסָּׁ  .ראֹש הַשָּׁ

We end the portion of רוֹת ה  with the words שוֹפָּׁ  שוֹמֵעַַכִי אַתָּׁ
ר  ךְ וּמַאֲזִיןקוֹל שוֹפָּׁ ין דוֹמֶה לָּׁ ה וְאֵּ תְרוּעָּׁ  — for You hear the sound of the 

ר ה and listen to the ,שוֹפָּׁ ר short) תְרוּעָּׁ  blasts), and there is none שוֹפָּׁ

comparable to You. The דִים  listening to the ה׳ asks, what does פְרִי מְגָּׁ
sounds of our blowing of the ר  have to do with and there is none שוֹפָּׁ
comparable to You?

The דִים ה explains that the פְרִי מְגָּׁ  the straight and clear ,תְקִיעָּׁ
sound, represents a perfect צַדִיק. The ה  ,the series of short blasts ,תְרוּעָּׁ
represents a ה  is ה׳ It would be logical to assume that .בַעַל תְשוּבָּׁ
naturally closer to a perfect צַדִיק than He is to a ה  After all, a .בַעַל תְשוּבָּׁ
ה has no sins, whereas a צַדִיק  has many sins for which he has בַעַל תְשוּבָּׁ
repented and for which he seeks forgiveness. However, we find that 
just the opposite is true, for we know that a ה  stands in a בַעַל תְשוּבָּׁ
place where even a perfect צַדִיק cannot stand. ה׳ seeks to bring the 
ה .closer to Him בַעַל תְשוּבָּׁ

This, then, is the translation: 
ר  עַ קוֹל שוֹפָּׁ ה שוֹמֵּ עַ  is ה׳ — כִי אַתָּׁ  hears, the sounds of the ,שוֹמֵּ
ה ר of the תְקִיעָּׁ  the straight and clear sound, representing the ,שוֹפָּׁ
perfect צַדִיק.

ה  He listens [from even closer] to [,However] — וּמַאֲזִין תְרוּעָּׁ
the sound of a ה בַעַל  a series of short blasts, representing a — תְרוּעָּׁ
ה .תְשוּבָּׁ

ךְ ין דוֹמֶה לָּׁ  There is none like You, Who showers extra — וְאֵּ
compassion on a ה ה and lovingly embraces the ,בַעַל תְשוּבָּׁ  to בַעַל תְשוּבָּׁ
come closer to Him.

Adapted, in part, from: Parsha Potpourri (Vol. 4, Issue 50) (with kind permission from R’ Oizer Alport)
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I came especially to tell 
you that just as it is a Mitzvah for a 

healthy Jew to fast on Yom Kippur, it is as 
great a Mitzvah for you to eat on Yom Kippur, 
with a happy heart! My brochah to you is for 

a Refuah Sheleimah and a gmar chasimah 
tovah!

Doctor, I’ve had a 
backache all week, and 
today I noticed a red 
rash that’s spreading 

all over...

Sholom, Rebbi! 
It is Erev Yom 

Kippur!! Why did the 
Rav travel all the 

way here?

Aleichem Sholom! 
my son. I did not 

doubt that you would 
follow my ruling to 

eat on Yom Kippur. But I 
feared that you would 

be uncomfortable 
doing so.

Oy! These 
are symptoms of 
typhus... you need 
to be hospitalized 

immediately!

In the early 1950s, Rav Shlomo Lorincz would 
visit the transit camps where new Sephardic 

immigrants from Arab countries were housed.

After one of these visits, Rav 
Lorincz began feeling ill...

The Chazon Ish undertook the entire trip just 
to ensure that another Jew would not to be 

distressed about being forced to eat on Yom Kippur.

Yom Kippur was approaching. Rav 
Lorincz’s wife went to the Chazon Ish 
to ask him if her husband should fast.

On Erev Yom Kippur the Chazon Ish left his house 
in Bnei Brak and took a bus to the hospital. In 
those days the trip was very time-consuming.

After asking her many questions, the 
Chazon Ish ruled that Rav Lorincz 

had to eat on Yom Kippur. *Having a personal meeting with Hashem

Tell me exactly 
what the doctor 

said...
The doctor said 

he’s so weak, he must 
eat and drink...

from Avrohom avinu 
we leaRn thAT THE MITZVAH OF 

CHESED is greater than Kabbolas 
p’nei hashechinah*. This WILL BE MY 

preparation for yom kippur!

5639-5714 1878-1953 iuajrn u"y

R' Avrohom Yeshayohu Karelitz זַצַ״ל was born in Kosova, Belarus, to יָהוּ יוֹסֵף מַרְׁ  and (אַב בֵית דִין the) ר׳ שְׁ
 ,was educated primarily by his father. In 1905, he married Basha Bei of Kvėdarna חֲזוֹן אִיש The .ראַשָה לֵאָה
and developed a close relationship with ה ש) Rosen ר׳ מֹשֶׁ ר הַקוֹדֶׁ  His wife supported him by running a .(נֵזֶׁ
small shop so that he could devote his time to learning תּוֹרָה. His first work on parts of the ְחָן עָרוּך לְׁ  שֻׁ
was published anonymously in Vilna in 1911 under the title חֲזוֹן אִיש. The חֲזוֹן אִיש moved to Vilna in 1920 
and became very close with R' Chaim Ozer Grodzinski זַצַ״ל, the גָדוֹל הַדוֹר. He emigrated to רָאֵל ץ יִשְׁ רֶׁ  in אֶׁ
1933, and settled in רַק נֵי בְׁ רַק His house in .בְׁ נֵי בְׁ  became the address for thousands who sought בְׁ
religious guidance. R' Chaim Ozer wrote, “A lion has left ל רָאֵל to go to בָבֶׁ ץ יִשְׁ רֶׁ  Upon his arrival, the ”.אֶׁ
רָעִים devoted vast amounts of energy to חֲזוֹן אִיש ר זְׁ  inherent to הֲלָכוֹת which deals with the many ,סֵדֶׁ
living in רָאֵל ץ יִשְׁ רֶׁ  was universally recognized as חֲזוֹן אִיש Although he held no official position, the .אֶׁ

the worldwide authority on all matters of יַהֲדוּת.  


