
 ד"פתש בראשיתפ' 
Based on droshos by Maran HaGaon Rav Moshe Sternbuch shlita, gaavad of Yerushalayim. To receive these 

weekly divrei Torah email benipray@netvision.net.il.  

 

WAR 

Rav Sternbuch has been expressing his concern for months now about the possibility of 

serious events occurring, and that we have no idea how serious our situation is. He would talk about 

this even at family simchos. On one occasion he said that if we knew what we might have to go 

through, we would go meshugeh. He also articulated his dismay about people’s apathy. 
On Yom Kippur Rav Sternbuch was in his Yeshiva. Before Neila he burst out crying and 

shouted that difficult and terrible decrees are in store for us, and we still have a few minutes to 

attempt to annul them. 

As we wrote in our article two weeks ago (in the updated version sent by email on Friday 

Erev Shabbos-Sukkos), Rav Sternbuch said the following just after Yom Kippur:  

We do not know what the coming year potentially has in store for us, and if we are not 

worried, that means that our emuna is deficient. Every Jew must realize that any calamities in Eretz 

Yisroel chas vesholom will spread to the whole world eventually, and we have to increase our emuna 

so that we will have the strength to face any eventuality. 

Those statements by Rav Sternbuch provided us with the opportunity to prepare for this 

week’s events emotionally, and they are especially poignant currently for Jews around the world.  

Rav Sternbuch also spoke in English (and partly in Yiddish) in a recorded address on Erev 

Shabbos-Sukkos where he said the following: 

This year is a special year. The kadmonim were all afraid of this year, of this month. They 

were afraid to live in this month, they were afraid that that they might have to suffer a lot… It seems 
the main point we must be mechazek this year is Shabbos, Shabbos is os bris… People start laughing 
at Yom Kippur, making demonstrations against people keeping Yom Kippur. One would have thought 

that we would make demonstrations for Hashem’s honor which has been desecrated, they are 

completely mecharef and megadef (blaspheming), we are obligated by halocho to tear our clothes, 

but we keep quiet… We would have expected that there would be a big response from Jews all over 
the world. The din is that even if you did not see or hear a giduf (blasphemy), but only heard from 

someone that there was a giduf, you have to tear your clothes. It is an obligation mide’oraiso to tear 

your clothes if you hear that there was such a chilul Hashem. People are very cold today. It’s very 
dangerous. Especially this year, it’s such an important year, when we don’t know what’s going to 
happen. There could be all sorts of surprises. We can be sure that many decisions are being made 
for us now… it’s impossible to speak about the matzav which we’re in today. Rav Elchonon 
Wasserman, I remember I heard from him himself: “If I see chilul Shabbos, I won’t live, I can’t see 
it”. I remember people tried to convince him to come to Eretz Yisroel, but he said that he was not 

capable of doing it. People didn’t know what was going on in Eretz Yisroel. I remember that a yid 

came from Eretz Yisroel and Rav Schneider asked him what Yiddishkeit was like there, and he said 

that Jews were walking around bear-headed. Rav Schneider became extremely upset that people 

were walking around Yerushalyim Ir Kakodesh without a yarmulke. And now [coming back to the 

present] they’re making fun of Torah, fear of heaven, of everything. Even the goyim would not allow 

such behavior… but we should not accuse others, we ourselves are not doing anything, and that is 
the biggest sorrow, the Almighty looks to see what we’re doing. The cheek which they have try to 
prevent people from praying, it’s only because they see that we are weak”. 

On Chol Hamoed Sukkos whilst watching the bochurim dancing in his Yeshiva, Rav 

Sternbuch recalled the Simchas Torah during Wold War Two in Rav Moshe Schneider’s Yeshiva. As 
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we mentioned in our Sukkos article, most of the boys’ parents and family members had remained 
behind in continental Europe, and were under constant threat of death. Rav Sternbuch recalls how 

these boys came to the Rosh Yeshiva on Sukkos and told them that it was impossible for them to feel 

joy on Yom Tov when they did not know whether their parents were alive, and even if they were, 

they were surely suffering greatly from hunger or other forms of torture, so how could they possibly 

feel any joy. Rav Schneider was greatly moved and said, “Hitler, may his name be erased, may 
perhaps take this world from us, but he cannot take away our afterlife. We will fulfil Hashem’s 
mitzvos, even a custom such as dancing, with hidur (splendor). Even if we should walk in the valley 

of death, even in our last moment inside a fiery furnace, we will still be happy to be Jews, and under 

no circumstances will we let the Nazi oppressor take away our simchas hachag”. He insisted that the 

yeshiva bochurim feel special joy at being part of Hashem’s treasured nation. He did not let them 
stand on the side, but rather brought them into the circle of dancers.  

Just several days later, Rav Sternbuch was back in his yeshiva for Shabbos Simchas Torah. 

The first siren went off in the middle of Hallel. By recollecting that incident exactly 80 years ago just 

a few days earlier, Rav Sternbuch had prepared the boys for dancing with joy even whilst Jewish 

blood was being spilt (as had to be suspected in light of the numerous sirens), and no one knew when 

and where the next bomb would land, possibly near them or where their loved ones lived. 

When he was told about what was taking place in the country, Rav Sternbuch responded: “I 
have been warning about this for a while, but it seems that my words fell on deaf ears” (in Hebrew: 

“I was speaking to the walls”), and he asked for several chapters of Tehilim to be recited. 

Rav Sternbuch instructed yeshivos and various Chasidic groups to tone down their hakofos 

shniyos and make them conspicuously less joyful, and preferably without music. At his own yeshiva 

there was no music, and the hakofos shniyos were curtailed. Rav Sternbuch said a few brief words: 

“Everyone should go and learn, because every little bit of learning has the power to save us. The 

danger is very great not only for those on the front, but also for us. The danger is getting closer, and 

we do not know what the future has in store for us. We need faith that Hashem will help, but in order 

for Hashem to help we have to show that we agree to do something difficult with mesirus nefesh 

(with self-dedication) for His sake, and so everyone should resolve now to learn also during difficult 

times, and we will witness wonders with the help of Hashem”. 
On Sunday morning this week Rav Sternbuch was asked what we can do to mitigate the 

current middas hadin (attribute of justice). He replied: “Torah, fear of heaven, and fear of sin”, and 

added that prayer without tears is not enough.  

Rav Sternbuch added that what happened on Shabbos illustrates Rav Chaim Brisker’s 
statement: “the Gentile wants to kill me, and he has the ability to kill me, so why doesn’t he kill me? 
Only because Hashem does not let him”. Hashem is demonstrating our enemies’ “natural” behavior 
which we would be constantly exposed to, were it not for His constant protection, and how grateful 

we should be for the miracle of our survival in this country, surrounded as we are by bloodthirsty 

enemies. 

Someone asked Rav Sternbuch for a blessing because he was getting married in two or three 

months’ time, Rav Sternbuch responded that there could be a revolution by then. When asked what 

he meant by a “revolution”, Rav Sternbuch explained that a revolution can be a good thing or a not 

good thing, or first one and then the other. 

It is important at this time to judge members of Hashem’s nation favorably. However, just a 

few weeks ago, the Israeli Prime Minister publicly questioned the Almighty’s Omnipotence and 

Providence r”l, and Hashem has now responded to those heretical statements which caused a terrible 

chilul Hashem (desecration of the divine name), by demonstrating who is the real Baal Habayis (who 

is in charge). Not the Prime Minister, not any security force, not any foreign nation, nor any mortal 

being. This should strengthen our emuna, and cause us to place our trust entirely in the Creator, and 

make a kiddush Hashem (sanctification of the divine name). 



Upon being told that some people were cancelling weddings because of the prohibition of 

large public gatherings, Rav Sternbuch said that there was no need to cancel weddings.  

Chadorim (Talmudei Torah) should definitely be kept open. If they are closed, that would be 

a victory for our enemies. 

People learning here who live overseas do not need to leave the country at present. However, 

they should make sure that their passports are valid and any paperwork is in order, in case they have 

to return home.  

Rav Sternbuch was asked whether bnei Eretz Yisroel who have the easy possibility of moving 

overseas temporarily should do so should the situation deteriorate G-d forbid. He responded that they 

should not, but should rather have bitochon, since Eretz Yisroel has protective power. Of course, Rav 

Sternbuch has noted in the past that bnei Eretz Yisroel are expected to act in a manner in consonance 

with the sanctity of this country. 

Who is considered a ben Eretz Yisroel? On Chol Hamoed Sukkos Rav Sternbuch expressed 

his opinion that someone who has come with the intention of living here for five years need not keep 

Yom Tov Sheini. Perhaps the same applies to this issue. (I have not had a chance to discuss this point 

with Rav Sternbuch, but, in any case, as of now Rav Sternbuch is telling even bnei Chutz Lo’oretz 

that they should not leave). 

Someone living in Yerushalayim is living in the most protected location in the world, since it 

is the location of the Beis Hamikdosh. The holy Arizal did not want to live in Yerushalayim because 

of the high degree of sanctity that would be expected for his avoda were he to live here. We do not 

have such issues, since such levels are not expected of us. On the other hand, again, a ben 

Yerushalayim is naturally expected to behave in consonance with the sanctity of the mokom 

hamikdosh. 

When asked if people should move temporarily to Yerushalayim in the current situation, Rav 

Sternbuch responded that there was no point, since one cannot attain the status of a ben Yerushalayim 

just through temporary residence.  

Rav Sternbuch is telling visitors from overseas returning home that they should not forget 

bnei Eretz Yisroel, and continue to pray for them, and that they should know that any calamities 

happening here will spread overseas “like an infectious disease”. 

The Muslims are religious, have faith, and have some power to harm us. Our ability to 

counter them lies in prayer, faith, and the realization that Hashem is all-powerful and that only He is 

in charge of our destiny. 

Ladies and girls should be told to focus and refraining from loshon horo, and not to wear 

long wigs or put on conspicuous make-up or perfume.  

In a letter to the public issued yesterday, Rav Sternbuch writes that Chazal tell us that the 

Jewish nation will only be redeemed through affliction, repentance mercy and prayer. In order to 

avert evil decrees, one must adopt the practice of our forefathers and focus on repentance, prayer and 

charity. 

As for repentance, everyone must introspect to decide which areas he or she specifically 

should focus on. 

As far as prayer is concerned, in times of trouble we have always turned to Tehilim. Quality 

is more important than quantity, and one should endeavor to pour one’s heart out through the 

realization that one’s entire life is dependent only on Hashem. Happy is the person who sheds tears 

during his prayers, thereby arousing divine mercy. Several chapters of Tehilim should be recited by 

the public in Shul after every tefila to avert evil decrees and for the benefit of our brethren who have 

suffered injuries, or are in danger or captivity. 

As for charity, one should have mercy on the needy and increase charitable deeds. As a 

segula for protection, heads of households who are in a position to do so, should do the pidyon nefesh 



revealed by the Ramban to donate an amount to the needy equivalent to the gimatria (numerical 

value) of his Hebrew name (e.g. Shlomo ben Hinda). This is effective for that person’s whole family.  

Hashem has taught us about the futility of mortal power, He has deflated the pride of those 

who trust in the power of mortal beings, in order to arouse us to place our reliance exclusively in 

Him and internalize the fact that He is the only source of our salvation. The holy books say that when 

the Jewish nation will come to the complete realization that we have no possibility at all of obtaining 

salvation from natural sources and that we have no one to rely on except our Father in Heaven, we 

will merit salvation.  

One should be very careful not to waste time on nonsense during the current period. It is very 

common in a time of war for people to fritter away precious time discussing current events, future 

scenarios and so on. We have to remember that Torah protects us, and every additional increase in 

Torah learning reinforces that protection. As Chazal have told us (Sanhedrin 88b), in order to be 

saved from the birth pangs of moshiach, one must engage in Torah and lovingkindness. 

Obviously, one should not under any circumstances go on vacations or trips, G-d forbid, and 

a yeshiva bochur’s place now is only in the Beis Hamedrash. 

May Hashem hear our supplications, and save every Jew from injury, may He send a speedy 

recovery to all the injured, and liberate every captive, and may Hashem give us the power to remain 

strong and to rejoice in the final redemption. 

 

DAAS TORAH 
“In the beginning Hashem created” (1:1) 
The Torah starts with the letter beis, which is open to the right, in order to allude to the 

message that Torah shebichsav should not be taken as something locked and sealed, but rather has to 

be “opened” in order to derive daas Torah from it regarding issues which are not expressly addressed 

in it. This concept is also known as the “fifth Shulchan Oruch”. 
Of course, this process can only be undertaken by outstanding talmidei chachomim who have 

toiled in the holy Torah for many years with purity, employing the 48 means for acquiring Torah. 

The intellect of such exceptional individuals has become so pure, and their hearts so devoid of any 

personal interests, that they have become privileged to acquire daas Torah. 

This idea explains the juxtaposition between the last possuk of the Torah and the first possuk. 

The Torah ends with “before the eyes of all Yisroel” (Devorim 34:12), which, according to Rashi 

(ibid), alludes to the incident where Moshe’s heart stirred him up to smash the luchos before their 

eyes. Moshe’s greatness in doing this lay in the fact that he used his daas Torah to make a kal 

vachomer from Pesach (see Shabbos 87a). This sevoro, which did not stem from anything contained 

expressly in the Torah shebichsav, was based exclusively on Moshe Rabbenu’s daas Torah, and was 

powerful enough to overcome the luchos and smash them, with Hashem approving his act (the 

gemoro ibid). 

 

HERETICS 

“In the beginning Hashem created” (1:1) 
The gemoro (Megila 9a) says that in the Septuagint (the targum hashiv’im when 70 Sages 

were forced to translate the Torah by the Greeks) the words bereishis boro elokim were rendered as 

elokim boro bereishis in Greek lest anyone should think that bereishis is one divine power who 

created another one called elokim (see Rashi ibid). 

Why, in fact, did the Torah at the very beginning use an ambiguous phrase, which seems to 

leave open the possibility for a heretical interpretation? 

Someone who used to be religious once met Rav Chaim Brisker and told him that he had 

various questions about Hashem's conduct in this world. Rav Chaim replied that if he had questions, 

he would be willing to answer them, but he suspected that these so-called questions were not genuine 



ones, but rather excuses justifying his own conduct and lifestyle, and for such excuses he had no 

answers.In other words, heretics do not usually become what they are because of intellectual or 

theological doubts. It is rather a matter of character traits. Preferring to live an unbridled lifestyle 

without the yoke of Torah, they come up with supposed problems in order to justify their neglect or 

abandonment of religion. 

Hashem wanted to start the Torah with a beis in order to teach us various lessons, and that 

was more important to Him than the danger of misleading potential epikorsim, because such pesukim 

are in any case not the real cause of their heresy. 

Similarly, it says “Let us make man” (1:26), on which Rashi comments: “Even though they 
[the angels] did not assist Him in His creation, and there is an opportunity for the heretics to rebel, 

the Torah did not hesitate to teach proper conduct and the trait of humility that a great person should 

consult with and receive permission from a smaller one”.  

The rule that a great person must consult with a smaller one is not limited to the judicial 

context. It teaches us that we should not live a self-centered existence, since we were created with 

talents, abilities, and positive qualities in order to share them with our fellow human beings, and 

assist them to the best of our abilities.    

Hashem considered this principle to be so important that it had to be emphasized, even at the 

risk of misleading potential heretics. 

 

THE ORIGINS OF HERESY  

The very existence of the sun and the stars, and the whole science of astronomy, point 

towards a Creator: see Rambam, Hilchos Yesodei Hatorah, end of chapter 4, but epikorsim (heretics) 

will still clothe their views with an intellectual veneer. In reality, the source of their outlook is 

negative character traits. Deep down they feel the emptiness of their lives, and seek to justify 

licentious behavior by citing sundry intellectual “problems” they claim to have detected with regard 
to leading a religious lifestyle. Rav Yeshoshua Leib Diskin noted that heresy, which denies the 

existence of Hashem, claiming that the only reality is nature, is so irrational that it can only be 

explained as a supernatural phenomenon created by Hashem. 

Rav Diskin added that much siyata dishmaya was needed to keep our distance from 

epikorsus, especially in the final period prior to the coming of moshiach, when the powers of tumoh 

increase, knowing that their end is near.  

This week’s parsha teaches us that the entire creation is the handiwork of Hashem Who 

supervises our lives with individual divine providence. We are totally dependent on Him, and must 

do our utmost to acquire immunity to the heretical views that are so pervasive in modern society, and 

to non-Jewish and anti-Torah views as a whole, and live with the awareness that we are constantly 

creating ourselves and continuing Hashem’s initial work of creation. 
 

RIGHTS TO ERETZ YISROEL 

In the beginning of G-d's creation (1:1). Rashi: “Said Rabbi Yitzchok: It was only necessary 
to begin the Torah from “This month is to you,” (Shemos 12:2) which is the first commandment that 

the Jews were commanded, so why did He commence with “In the beginning?” Because of the 
possuk “The strength of His works He related to His people, to give them the inheritance of the 
nations”. For if the nations of the world should say to Jews, “You are robbers, for you conquered by 
force the lands of the seven nations,” they will reply, "The entire earth belongs to Hashem; He 
created it and gave it to whomever He deemed proper When He wished, He gave it to them, and 

when He wished, He took it away from them and gave it to us.”  

Since the Gentile nations in question deny the validity of the Torah, why would they listen to 

this argument? It would therefore appear that the answer cited by Rashi is not directed towards them, 

but rather towards us. When the nations will come to quarrel with us, we must strengthen our own 



faith in Hashem and realize that Eretz Yisroel belongs to Hashem, Who gave it to us in order to keep 

His mitzvos. If we remain strong in our faith, the nations’ arguments will automatically fall away, 

because their power to oppose us depends on the degree of our faith, and. if we remain strong and 

cleave to Hashem, they have no power to do us any harm. 

Rav Elchonon Wasserman said that based on natural premises it is very dangerous to live in 

Eretz Yisroel, surrounded as we are by enemies who hate us and thirst for our blood. Only by leading 

a life of Torah and kedusha can we live without fear, and be saved from their machinations. If, 

however, we follow the advice of our erring brethren by living the lifestyle of the Gentiles, then we 

have no right under the Torah to live here, and will be exposed to great dangers from our enemies. 

 

STORIES ABOUT GEDOLIM 
The above Rashi seems to belittle the importance of relating stories that have no halachic 

significance. However, Rav Sternbuch’s Rosh Yeshiva, Rav Moshe Schneider, would often relate 

stories about the Chofetz Chaim and other gedolim. Dayan Abramsky opposed this, arguing that 

learning Torah on its own was sufficient to acquire fear of Heaven. Rav Schneider responded that the 

whole of chumash Bereishis consists of stories with moral messages, and we too should tell stories 

about gedolim, which arouse the desire to emulate them. However, Dayan Abramsky responded that 

the stories in chumash Bereishis have halachic significance. In any case, Rav Schneider told Rav 

Sternbuch that he was still of the opinion that it was important to relate stories of gedolim which 

strengthen yiras shomayim, and he continued with this practice. 

 

FAITH AND HUMAN EFFORT 

And G-d made the two great luminaries: the great luminary to rule the day and the lesser 

luminary to rule the night, and the stars (1:16). Rashi: They were created equal, but the moon was 

made smaller because it brought charges and said, “It is impossible for two kings to use the same 
crown.” 

The moon’s punishment was measure for measure, because the basis of its sin lay in not 

having accepted Hashem’s conduct with unquestioning faith, and wanting the world order to 

correspond to its own understanding. Therefore, Hashem made the moon smaller in order to show 

what the world looks like when created beings do not accept Hashem’s conduct. However, although 

it became diminished, this punishment itself was its rectification, because its diminution led to a 

sanctification of the divine name, serving as a symbol that the world must be conducted solely on the 

basis of Hashem’s desire. 
Even today, several millennia after creation, scientists have still not managed to get to the 

bottom of all the wisdom inherent in creation, and each generation reveals new details of Divine 

wisdom.  

 

GRATITUDE  

“And the stars”: Because He diminished the moon, He increased its hosts, to appease it. (Rashi, 
ibid) 

Even together with the stars, the moon’s stature was still insignificant compared to the sun, so 

how was it appeased?  

The Ksav Sofer explains that by contemplating how small the stars are compared to itself, the 

moon was inspired to thank Hashem for not having been made as small as the stars. From now on, 

instead of feeling sorrow at its small stature compared to the sun, it felt grateful for not having been 

made as small as the stars. 

Rav Moshe Schneider told Rav Sternbuch that he still remembered how when he (Rav 

Schneider) was young (some 120 years ago) the students of the Vilna Gaon’s students would learn in 
the Vilna Gaon’s kloiz day and night. Their wives agreed that they would only come home on 



Shabbosos. These great talmidei chachamim lived in abject poverty. Every Friday they would all 

visit the local hospital. In addition to praying for the recovery and welfare of the patients, and seeing 

how they could help them physically, the visitors also wanted to be exposed to people suffering from 

various diseases in order to increase their gratitude to Hashem for their own health, and thus 

strengthen their desire to pray fervently to Him to be spared such suffering in the future. 

 

DOUBTS 

“But of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, Hashem said, "You shall not eat 
of it, and you shall not touch it, lest you die” (3:3)  

The snake said, “lest you die”, as if the matter was open to doubt, whereas Hashem had said, 
“On the day that you eat from it, you shall surely die” (2:17). The evil inclination’s main power lies 

in its ability to cast doubt and blur the truth, until eventually its victim sins due to a lack of clarity, 

and lack of conviction about the reality of sin and punishment. 

Amolek has the gimatria of sofek, and indeed his method is to sow doubts in our hearts. 

The importance attached to removing doubts from our consciousness is evident from the very 

first sentence of the Mesilas Yeshorim: “The foundation of piety and the root of perfect service [of G-

d] is for a man to clarify and become convinced of his obligation in this world”. If a person clarifies 

and becomes convinced of his duty this world, the evil inclination will not be able to persuade him to 

sin.  

During this time of year, following the yomim noro’im, it is incumbent on us to follow up on the 

revolutions that we adopted, and not permit the evil inclination to penetrate any doubts into our 

hearts.  

 

WICKED INTELLECTUALS  

“And He said, "Who told you that you are naked? Have you eaten from the tree (Hamin 

Ho‘etz) of which I commanded you not to eat?” (3:11) 

The gemoro (Chulin 132b) says, “Where is Homon mentioned in the Torah? ‘Hamin 

Ho‘etz’”. What is the connection between the wicked Homon and the Eitz Hoda’as? 

Contrary to common wisdom, which has it that intellectuals, scientists, artists and so on, are 

incapable of immoral behavior, in reality even someone who has imbibed wisdom from the Eitz 

Hoda’as is still capable of being a base murderer like Homon. In fact, an intellectual will only use his 

intellect to justify base character traits and evil actions. 

Hence, chazal are telling us, “from where did Homon, the arch-murderer, who set out to 

annihilate the Jews, receive his wickedness? He received it “from the tree”, meaning from the 
intellect, which the Eitz Hoda’as symbolizes. Not only did his intellect not prevent him from his 

desire to annihilate an entire nation, but he used it to justify and rationalize it. 

In recent times too, Germany, the cradle of the Enlightenment, turned into a nation of cruel 

murderers, killing six million Jews, including two million children. The vast majority of the German 

population, hitherto considered to be the epitome of enlightened intellectuals, cooperated with the 

Nazis, or, at the very least, were willing accomplices, not raising a word of protest. Clearly then, 

wickedness is completely divorced from intellectual knowledge or ability. 

 

DIFFICULTIES  

“And dust shall you eat all the days of your life” (3:14)  

Dust is readily available, so this seems more like a blessing than a curse. However, in truth, a 

trouble-free existence is not the type of life Hashem intends for us. 

Rav Sternbuch recalls a bochur who asked the Rosh Yeshiva, Rav Schneider, for a brocho 

before his wedding. Rav Schneider asked him what blessing he wanted, and the young man replied: 

“That everything should go smoothly in life.” Rav Schneider responded that that was no brochoh, 



and he blessed him instead that when he would be faced with difficulties, he would overcome them 

successfully.  

Something attained effortlessly has little value, and it is only by surmounting difficulties that 

a person becomes elevated and realizes his potential. 

 

PARNOSSO 
Moreover, someone who has all his needs catered for, loses his connection to the Almighty, 

since he feels that he no longer needs to pray to Him. Accordingly, before the curse, the nochosh had 

some intellect and was dependent on Hashem - like man - but, after the curse, he lost his connection 

to the Creator. 

Sometimes a wicked person finds it easy to make a living and becomes wealthy quickly, 

whereas a righteous person may find it difficult to even make ends meet. At a superficial glance, it 

looks as if the wicked person has been rewarded by Hashem, and the righteous one has received a 

punishment. However, the opposite may be the case: the wicked person may have been rejected by 

Hashem, and therefore been granted wealth as a punishment, so that he will not feel any connection 

to the Creator; and the righteous person may have been sent financial difficulties so that he will merit 

forming a connection with the Creator through his prayers. 

Hence, those who have been granted wealth should live with the constant awareness that we 

are all equally dependent on Hashem, and without His constant assistance, we would not enjoy any 

sustenance even for a moment. 

 

EASIER TO LOSE MONEY THAN ONE’S HONOR  
“And Hashem said to Kayin, "Why are you annoyed, and why has your countenance fallen?” 

(4:6)  

Why does the Torah seemingly repeat itself, saying: Why are you annoyed, and why has your 

countenance fallen? 

Rav Yisroel Salanter pointed out that when a butcher’s animal is declared treif he will likely 

accept such a psak willingly, acknowledging the righteousness of divine judgement, but if the same 

person has a judgement handed down against him by a beis din this is very difficult for him, to the 

extent that he may even curse the dayan. It is much easier for him to accept a monetary loss than to 

accept a situation in which someone has won a dispute at his expense and impugned his honor. 

Accordingly, Hashem was asking Kayin, Why are you annoyed, are you really bothered by 

the fact that I did not accept your offerings, or are you more concerned that your countenance has 

fallen, that your brother Hevel has got the better of you, and impugned your honor?  

 

BOOK OF GOOD DEEDS  

“This is the narrative [literally, “book”] of the generations of man” (5:1)  

Rav Chizkiyohu Yosef Mishkovsky told Rav Sternbuch that Rav Chaim Eliyohu Meisels of 

Lodz once visited Rav Chaim Ozer Groszhinsky, and the latter gave him a copy of his sefer 

“Achiezer” as a present. Rav Chaim Eliyohu was very pleased and Rav Chaim Ozer said to him, 

“When will we merit to have the Rov put out a sefer?” He replied that he had one, and when Rav 
Chaim Ozer asked to see it, he told him to follow him, and he showed him promissory notes in which 

he had undertaken to support talmidei chachomim, widows and orphans in the city of Lodz. Rav 

Chaim Eliyohu said that this was his book, since it says, “’This is the book of the generations of 

man’, which refers to the good deeds a person has performed, and I am so busy with this book that I 

do not have the time to write a book like Rav Chaim Ozer”. 

Rav Chaim Ozer did not respond, but on his deathbed, he asked Rav Chizkiyohu Yosef 

Mishkovsky to come closer, and he told him that he now sees that Rav Chaim Eliyohu was right, the 

main book a person takes with him for eternity is the book of his good deeds. 


