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Torah! houghts

I am about to destroy them (»:) mWYN72) DPNYN PN

The N3 (: 10 XYY N23) states: NI 920D TN ¥19¥ M)
M7 THIY IPRY o 199 PRy — The one who punished the
Generation of the Flood will also punish a person who does not keep his
word. R' Yitzchok Zilberstein (son-in-law of R' Yosef Shalom Elyashiv
9n81) asks, why is this so? What is the similarity between the 93ann 237
and a person who does not keep his promises?

Ym0 explain that those who lived at the time of the 9y ann 237
wanted to escape criminal punishment. They would steal insignificant
items that were worth less than a penny — a sum so minimal that one
cannot be prosecuted for its theft in court. Therefore, only 1, Who
rewards for even the most minimal gain in personal growth, will punish
those who cause even a minimal pain accordingly.

There are many important lessons to learn from the 9an,
but the one eternal message that is listed in the mim as the direct
cause of the entire destruction of the world is the seriousness of even
a small act of onn — a petty and insignificant robbery. If a small,
seemingly insignificant act of petty robbery is the cause of such
destruction, imagine the unlimited reward that awaits a person for
returning a fellow Jew to his Jewish heritage.

This year, M nvY19 mnay is being designated as an
international day of rest, even for those Jews who are being exposed
to the beauty of nav for the first time. Even if our guests will come

X Yahrtzeits & Gedolim «- &6\

PYNIN T Susy 199) W2 23T M, Tchebiner 37, was born in
5641 — 5726 Gry7malow, Galicia, to apy ™ (author of apyM 25i3) and
1881 — 1965 5n7. His mother’s grandfather was the 7™ link in a chain of
DpYia tracing back to the 77v. 2py? 7 was his son’s primary teacher. At the
age of 19, ¥>12 217 "1 married Yachet, the daughter of R' Yisrael Kluger of
Tchebin. He received n2nv from the pny ma at 24. His wife ran a coal
business to support him in learning for 20 years. In 1923, he accepted the
position as 217 of Tchebin. He, his wife and youngest daughter were
deported to Siberia in 1940. In 1946, he escaped to ©Y2¥27 and lived in
79N »MYVY. He served as a leading member of the MinM *21 T nyyin of NN
9N He wrote the classic work ©¥n 22317 190.

away with just a seemingly minor gain, the reward we reap will be far
greater than creating an entire universe. After all, every individual is an
entire world unto himself and many of his decisions and actions will
affect all his future generations until the coming of n>vn.

In 9292 N7VY, Rav Pam 5”sy points out an interesting
thought from the N¥19 in the Mim that describes what happens to a
n>TRY MYR, a wicked person who attempted to persuade his fellow
Jew to turn away from his heritage and to worship idols. The mon
N7 was unsuccessful in his attempt. We learn this from the fact that
the intended target of his efforts is the witness in the case. He is tried
in the Y10 7 103, and if he is found guilty of attempting to persuade
his fellow Jew to turn away from his heritage, he will be punished with
the highest level of punishment — n2pY, stoning. We are also told
something unusual that is not normally done in other cases of nmm
VT 13, death sentence imposed by a Jewish court of law: we must not
try to look for a redeeming factor after the verdict and death sentence
have been issued.

Says Rav Pam, if this is the very harsh punishment for
someone who was unsuccessful in his evil attempt to persuade his
fellow Jew to turn away from 7, imagine how great will be the rewards
in the next world for someone who tried to assist an unaffiliated Jew to
find his Creator, even though he was totally unsuccessful.

Adapted from: Aleinu L’shabei’ach (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

Gedolim Glimpses  —~ S\

The Tchebiner 29, 97¥1, and the vwx yiin, 578y,
first met for a brief moment at the nny of
the celebrated N7 WNY, NYH 1 Blau
o8y, The ¥ox N inquired about "...the
noble and delicate 27 with the radiant
eyes and NpY)." He asked who it was and
wanted to see his ©199. He reviewed
the ©M¥n 2217 for several days and
praised it to all afterwards. Although the
YK Y1t never quoted contemporaries as a
proof in matters of N271, he made an exception when
it came to the Tchebiner 27's poA.
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Make for yourself an Ark of gopher wood...

There were many huge beasts and so many species of all
sizes that even ten such arks could not have contained them all along
with one year’s provisions. It was a miracle that the Ark held them.
Even though the miracle could have taken place in a smaller ark, thus
sparing M) the hard, physical labor of building such a huge one, n”apn
decreed that such a large one be built in order to minimize the
miracle, because in any given situation, one must do whatever is
humanly possible before a miracle will occur (y72m).

There are open miracles and hidden miracles. Throughout
the course of its history, the Jewish people collectively and
individually have merited countless hidden miracles. At times, even
one man can accomplish the seemingly impossible, by working
tirelessly for the sake of Heaven and placing his trust in n7apn to turn
his dream into a reality.

R' Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman 9%t arrived in 9N7¥> XN in
1940, having escaped from war-torn Lithuania where he had served
as 17 of Ponovezh and head of the city's n2>v of higher learning. The
inspiration to reestablish his n2°¢> upon the holy soil of Yx7¥ NN
came to the Ponovezher Rov at the height of the war as he lay
stricken with a serious throat ailment. Doctors had given him strict
orders not to speak, but news of Nazi atrocities did not allow him to
remain silent. Forcing himself into a sitting position, in a barely
audible voice, he declared:

“Lithuanian farmers are lazy by nature. It is amazing,
though, to see how invigorated those farmers become during harvest
season. And if, during harvest season, storm clouds appear overhead
which threaten to destroy their crops, the farmers immediately
become infused with a sudden burst of energy that surges through
their bones. One can hardly recognize the lazy farmer of yesterday!”

The Ponovezher Rov paused for a moment. Then, in a voice

Ahavas Chesed

P79 1799 73 750 - 100 NIAN 190

charged with emotion, he declared:

“I will begin immediately to reestablish the Ponovezh n2v»
here in the Holy Land. In P32 »a! There is no time to lose — there are
storm clouds overhead — the time is now!”

Soon after, the 27 paid a visit to R' Avraham Yeshayahu
Karelitz 5733, the ¥ yivn. The W 1in was recovering from a heart
attack and was staying at the home of his disciple, R' Shlomo Kohen.
Also present was R' Yaakov Halpern, a wealthy, scholarly Jew who
played a major role in the development of 72 %3 as a city of n7in. At
the conclusion of the Ponovezher Rov’s visit, the ¥>n i escorted
him outside. Directly opposite them was a beautiful hill.

“What a magnificent site upon which to build a n22¥!” the
Ponovezher Rov exclaimed.

That hill was the property of R' Yaakov Halpern, who
immediately offered it to the Ponovezher Rav for a modest sum —
with one condition: A n2>¥» had to be built and functioning within the
year. The 29 accepted the offer.

Shortly thereafter, the 27 brought some visitors to the top
of the hill and described his plans. “Here we will build a huge mn»a
w7710, adjacent to it we will have a number of classrooms, here will be
the dormitory . ..” His visitors smiled politely, but were actually quite
skeptical. The world was at war, funds were scarce. Could such grand
plans ever be realized?

Someone remarked, “I hope the 27 will forgive me, but |
think he is dreaming.”

The Ponovezher Rov replied, “Yes, | am dreaming — but |
am not sleeping!”

Within a year, a building had been erected and a WN»
NV, the gaon R’ Shmuel Rozovsky 57¥31, was appointed to teach a
small group of @ nYn. With time, the Ponovezher n2>¥> developed
into one of the world’s great citadels of N7im. Today, its student body
numbers in the thousands.

Adapted from: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll)
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WM Questions

1.From where do we learn the concept that one should only say
1192 DTN DY IN2Y NYpR?

2.What was another name for m, which alludes to several of her
many outstanding qualities?
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*The 0»n \9n writes about a seemingly new dilemma. Due to the local
poverty level and extreme financial burdens of some towns, some
“groups” of ©>n2>%ya had made a decision to stop giving NPTy to out of
town 0»Y. These groups claimed that they must keep all their NPTy
money to finance the local ©y and institutions. It is true that one does
not need to provide an out of town »y with a large donation, but >a %y
N0 one may not refuse giving a small amount. If the »y is suffering
and he has children then ynT1ip 72y does not apply.

*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the Ton nanx 190 is far more extensive and appropriate.
The ©»n Xan explains: Making one n9p for 77y »y and a secondary nyp for non-local
")y is also not an acceptable option. Often, there are too many non-local ©y collecting
that will need provisions. Far more funds are collected when an »y collects by himself on
an individual basis than when many o>y are sharing from a limited secondary nop.

® One whose nYM does not add YVn T during summer
(most of wawx), who remembers not saying m7n >N
after saying the word npx of ¥iTR NPN, must restart

My mMinyY; however, one whose np» adds V0 7N
during summer does not go back once he finished the
1273 (said the ow) even if he definitely said only 501 T7n.
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Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

“Since we only discuss a few iy, it is important to consider these nisyn in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.




Focus

Dear 1Tno»,

R' Dov Beirish
Weidenfeld, Y7s3, the Tchebiner
Rav, author of the classic work
DMYN 2277 199, was one of most
revered and beloved Dpvia in
his time. He had a brilliant mind
and received N2nY from the 2
PNy at the age of 24. He was an
unusual 1y and tried as much as
possible to avoid becoming an
official 2.

In 1940 R' Weidenfeld,
his wife and youngest daughter
were deported to Siberia. In
1946, through great efforts of
influential  ©»poy he finally
escaped to ©%¥ where he
lived in the TON "YYW
neighborhood until his nv9.

R' Shlomo Zalman
Auerbach Y781 described a scene
he witnessed in the first years
after R' Weidenfeld came to »yw
TOn.

It was M99 oy 99 and as
R' Shlomo Zalman was walking
home, he passed the shul called
oPon S0P NYPD 3. He
noticed that R' Weidenfeld was
sitting together with a diverse
group of men. They seemed to be
enjoying themselves, humming
and singing all different types of
melodies. R' Shlomo Zalman

Sage

remembered that he thought, “Is
it really appropriate that the
esteemed ppis should ‘farbreng’
this way with these people on 9%
9199 0V, the holiest night of the
year?”

On =ma95 oy O nyin, R
Shlomo Zalman wished to discuss
an Py with R' Weidenfeld. During
the conversation R' Shlomo
Zalman could not help but
mention his puzzling observation
from the previous night.

R' Weidenfeld smiled
and explained, “Those men you
saw are war refugees. Many of
them are broken-hearted
widowers who lost their entire
family in the Holocaust. After
2990, | heard them trying to
remember some of the old oy
7195 melodies that they sang in
Poland. | know the melodies well
and | realized the uplift they
would get by singing together. Is
there a better way | could spend
a 793 0y night?”

My Pnpm, it is not
always easy to ask, but the m7in
teaches us not to jump to
conclusions; there is usually
another side to a story.

172 Y23 O
mDP3, Your a7

Adapted from: #9nn v

A Tnon returning from P72 %2 wanted to portray to his »27,
the Tchebiner 19, how the v it held the »27 in high
regard. He related to the »27 that amongst the very few 0»™9v
that he saw on the ¥»x Yitn’s NI table (the v yitn limited
the ©190 on his table out of fear of ¥nn) he noticed the »a7’s
999, ©¥R 1217. The Tchebiner 27 smiled and said, “ VP»9
AN NN X VY DY VX Y IN MNY X PN DY 10IYPINS — On
the contrary! It proves that he doesn’t use it the [remainder
of the] whole Vear!” Source: The Torah World (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

Call the Pirchei hotline now! -

718-663-0212
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Who makes the wind blow and makes the
rain descend...
As a young Mn3, R' Moshe Schwab 57t
went through a difficult period. An older
792 came over one day and related a
reoccurring dream about him. An old man
had asked him to tell the young Moshe,
“NIN 22N - NPIMIN DWINY — he should
lift up his spirituality, oWIn 779 - 7Y
nYpYvan — he should lower his physical

needs!” Deeply moved by this dream, R'

Moshe showed the 9302 a family photo to
check if it was a family member. The 702
recognized the man in the dream to be R'
Moshe’s grandfather. R' Moshe wrote to
his parents about the dream. His father
replied, “3270 NN MY »aN) ... my father
has agreed to you! Stay and learn!”

Every sincere N?9n is
powerful, especially the
ni?on of our children
()20 N S¥ Nipirn).
The DN Y9N writes
that  davening  for
others is a N¥N
XNMIXT. Even if you
cannot  assist  your
fellow Jew with money,
you can help him with
your Ni?9N. In these
challenging times of
n*wm XNV, please
r‘ecu‘re extra

'm for M2 1NX
'DK’]I{J?. In the Mt of
our collective nNiP9nN,
may we all be NJir to
the 2NpA NRZY NHxAl




HEY, SILLY RrABBI/
YOUR JACKET IS
LONGER THAN YOUR
BEARD!

THIS INTEREST-FREE LOAN
REQUEST IS FOR A VERY DEAR FRIEND. HE
IS IN DIRE FINANCIAL STRAITS... YES... HOW

MUCH...? GO0D! LET'S DISCUSS THE PAYBACK
SCHEDLULE... GEVALDIG! I'M SENDING
SOMEONE OVER NOW...

HASHEM AMAR LO KALLEL
- THIS IS A MESSAGE FROM
HASHEM TO DO TESHUVAH. T
MUST HAVE ERRED IN SOME
MATTER IF I AM GETTING THIS
VERBAL ABUSE...

N\ , S val
WIEARNINGRERGM] [LIFANDIEIRS pircues acuvas yisroer of averica

RAV AVROHOM WEINRERG WAS WALKING WITH A
FEW TALMIDIM TOWARDS HIS SHUL IN TEVERIA.

THE VERY NEXT MORNING...
OY VEY I1Z

HONORED rABSEI, T MIR! MY DEAR FRIEND, ,
YOUR PAIN IS MY PAIN. T'M
AM BROKE. MY FAMILY
GOINEG TO TRY MY UTMOST
WILL 8E EVICTED
TO HELP YOU IN EVERY WAY.
FROM OUR HOME ’
I ODON'T HAVE ANY MONEY
LINLESS I PAY RENT
IMMEDIATELY. IN THE HOUSE, SO PLEASE
GIVE ME SOME TIME.
WHAT'S YOUR TELEPHONE
NUMBER?

Q,/

i THE MAN THANKEO >4 AVQOHOM WEINBERG AND LEFT...

[} [ it

| AFTER MANY CALLS, R" AVROHOM WEINBERG ARRANGED
[ | A SIZABLE LOAN WITH VERY FAVORABLE CONDITIONS.

1 PLEASE COME OVER RIGHT
: AWAY, T CANNOT BEAR TO SEE YOU
SUFFER. T'VE ARRANGED A LOAN

THAT WILL PAY YOUR OUTSTANDING
RENT AND COVER IT FOR QUITE
SOME TIME...

~WHAT DOES AMAZE
ME IS THE MAN’S CHUTZPAH. R
AVROHOM’S STERLING CHARACTER
| MUST B8E SO WELL KNOWN IN THE CITY
THAT THE MAN TOOK IT FOR GRANTED
THAT HE DION'T EVEN OWE THE RAV AN
APOLOGY!

IN TRUTH, T AM NOT SURPRISED
THAT " AVROHOM WORKED SO DILIGENTLY

TO SECURE A LOAN, DESPITE THE FACT THAT
THE PERSON HAD INSULTED HIM. AFTER ALL,

THIS IS " AVROHOM’S SUPERIOR CHARACTER
- HE IS ALWAYS READY TO FORGIVE AND
FORGET...

DNIAN ' WEINBERG 91181 WAS BORN IN bN‘W)’ NN TO N) /7 AND D7) MN. HE LEARNED IN THE N2>Y> OF R” MOSHE
KLIERS 97¥Y OF TEVERIA, HE MARRIED “197—1, DAUGHTER OF 12710 M LIDER 97¥1. DURING HIS LIFETIME HE MANAGED
TO COMPLETE LEARNING THE ENTIRE ’b:l:l 0V AND ’73‘7\’)1'1’ SEVERAL TIMES. HE TRAVELED TO ELROPE AT THE AGE
OF 17 TO RECEIVE INSTRUCTION FROM bNVﬁW I WEINBERG N1, THE a"° SLONIMER REBBE Y/'N1. THERE DNIIN M
ABSORBED A DEEP APPRECIATION FOR HIGHER MIXTH OF '7 NT11Y, QUALITIES THAT CHARACTERIZED HIM FOR THE
REST OF HIS LIFE. MORE THAN 30 YEARS LATER, WHEN THE TERRIBLE NEWS REACHED ONIVY NN THAT THE LAST
SLONIMER REBBE HAD PERISHED, DNIIN /) WAS URGED TO ACCEPT THE HELM OF LEADERSHIP. oNIAN M
ADAMANTLY REFUSED, AND R" MOTTEL "SLONIMER D181 WAS SELECTED IN HIS STEAD. UPON R MOTTEL'S 'IW’OS IN
1954, DNIAN ' FINALLY ACQUIESCED TO ACCEPT THE POSITION. HE SERVED FOR 7 YEARS, SUCCESSFULLY RAISING
AN ENTIRE GENERATION TO LINPARALLELED HEIGHTS IN /T NTi2Y, PLACING HIS EMPHASIS ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF
NN, D7W:=1N 7 ALSO SERVED AS A MEMBER OF THE N7INM Y21T) NYYIN. HE AUTHORED DNIIN NI,
For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347- 838-0869 o Illustrated by: Yeshaya Suval

5649-5741 1889-1981 y»D 1™

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required navn»%y. Please do not read this publication during nmnn nx»p w>7p or y"wn nwn.



