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Halochos compiled by HaRav Chaim Bleier — Translated from the Hebrew edition by R' Zerachya Shicker

Please do not
read during
davening or

Krias HaTorah

Proper Care for These Halachos

Wldespread Disregard

There are halachos about sitting, standing, and passing in front of
someone davening Shmone Esrei, which, sadly, are widely ignored
and very neglected. They have virtually been forgotten by the
general public due to the great disregard for them and the difficulty
in keeping them. This is even true of many who are meticulous about
major and minor halachos equally. This was already decried in earlier
generations (2"p >0 0N 717,2"p "D YOXRYLIA X'X); certainly we, in our
current generation, find ourselves disregarding these halachos and
not according them importance.

“Marketplace” of mispallelim. There are likely many causes for the
widespread disregard for these halachos. People used to daven in a set
place in a set shul; everyone came at a set time to daven and stayed
from beginning to end; everyone davened together as a tzibbur, with a
shliach tzibbur; and everyone finished at around the same time. Thus,
these halachos were not so hard to keep. Today, on the other hand,
everyone runs their schedules according to their own plans: they arrive
at different times; start when it's convenient for them; do not have a
set place to daven; and stroll back and forth in the aisles as if they were
strolling on the street. It has all become like one big marketplace of
people davening. Thus, it has become difficult to keep these halachos.
Not knowing the halachic details. The difficulty in keeping the
halachos also stems from the fact that many people do not know
the particular halachos of when it is mutar or assur to pass before
someone davening. This leads to complete disregard for all the
halachos. If people would have a thorough knowledge of the
halachic details, it would be much easier to keep the halachos.
7AW 1771w 2. Some advise not to write about this topic because
in any event, there is widespread disregard and people will not
listen. There is a rule that “It is better for people to transgress
unintentionally than intentionally” (2”0 n"n n"x y"w ,.% nx°3), and
we should fulfill Chazal’s statement that, “Just as it is a mitzva for
a person to say something that will be heeded, it is a mitzva for a
person not to say something that will not be heeded” (:n”o mn2).
However, this is not a valid claim, for multiple reasons. 1) This rule
is only for something not done publicly, but when something is in
public and there is a concern others will learn from it, one has a
chiyuv d’rabanan to protest (5w non); 2) This rule is only in a
private domain, not in a shul (3’01 "o x"m:l X211 2”07 0 O°T°0MN DD
5"po), where there will likely be some righteous people who will
listen (ow w"nxnn); 3) It is only when people definitely won't listen,
but if there is a chance they will, one must protest (’po ow 2™n).

4) Furthermore, this rule only applies when people do not even
know there is an issur. But when there is something that people
know is assur, just they need encouragement to keep the halachos,
the rule does not apply. Here too, everyone knows there is an issur
to pass in front of someone davening; they just disregard it. The rule
of “121 Panw riPw 2uM” doesn’t apply, as they are not Panw.

Let us strengthen ourselves! Thus, after consulting with Gedolim,
we decided to write about and raise the issue, as it applies to each
and every one of us three times a day, when we gather in our mini
Batei Mikdash to pour out our tefillos before Hashem. Our hope is
that with greater clarity in these halachos and an explanation of
what is technically assur and where the halacha gives room to be
meikel, it will be easier for us to keep them and act as we are
expected to, not showing disregard for any halacha; to improve
ourselves by adding honor for a place of Shechina; and to restore
Chazal’s decree to its original glory.

of Someone Davening -1

8.

311

Thus, in the current issue, we will cite the principles of the issur, and
in the coming one, we will nwnma cite the heterim, related
matters, and the topic of sitting next to someone davening.

The Issur to Pass in Front of Someone Davening

| Vvayeira

Place of the Issur and Reasons for the Issur

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

One may not pass within four amos of someone davening Shmone
Esrei (170 2"p "o 1w 7 ma1a). We find multiple reasons in the poskim;
below we will explain some practical ramifications that emerge.
Ruining kavana. Some say passing in front of a mispallel causes him to
lose kavana (0o 2" ,1p0 X", MOKR 1”7 H"R*22 K217 >3 T INRN).
Shechina’s honor. Some explain that when someone stands before the
King in tefilla, the Shechina is present by him. Walking between the
mispallel and the Shechina does not show proper honor and reverence
for the Shechina (ow 2"n ,x"n, 0”2 0 'X Y95 D7 NPA NMWY).

The poskim explain that I'chatchila one should take both reasons
into account (ow Y"nx>a).

Zohar. The Zohar HaKadosh explains that it is not just in front of a
mispallel, but one may not pass within four amos on any side (o p"n
P 2" ,7"HPD R”ANA XM ,R"Y 2"9p 7717w »n); even behind is implied.
Scrupulous people who conduct every matter of their lives in
accordance with the Zohar should I'chatchila be careful about this too.
Speaking to a king. It is worthwhile to illustrate these reasons. If a
person was talking to a human king, I’havdil, no one else would
come within four amos out of respect for the king, who is talking
with the person. Certainly when a person is davening to the King
of all kings, respect for the Shechina dictates that one should not
enter within four amos of the mispallel. Similarly, one would not
come into the vicinity of someone standing before a king so as not
to disturb the person or jumble up his requests.

What emerges is that someone who is careful not to pass before a
mispallel honors Hashem and the Shechina, whereas one who
shows disregard for this without a heter does the opposite 1"1.

Four Amos

16.

Four amos is 192 cm (a bit over six feet) according to Rav Chaim Naeh;
for d’rabanan matters, one can go with this opinion.

Where One May Not Pass

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Infront. Theissur to pass before someone davening, i.e., in front of him,
is agreed upon by all poskim (170 y"1w). The distance is four amos; if one
is more than four amos away, he may even pass before a mispallel.

To the side. Strictly speaking, one may pass to the side (ow y"w), i.e.,
one may pass from behind a mispallel until he is level and even with
the mispallel. For those who are careful in accordance with the
Zohar, even passing at the side is assur (above, 13).

In front but to the side. The poskim argue whether one may pass to
the side, but in front, of a mispallel, i.e., may one enter into a
mispallel’s field of vision in front of him but off to his side? This is
common when a mispallel is davening at a table, and one wants to
walk through the aisle next to him, whether he is walking from east
to west or west to east. Some say this is the same as in front and it is
forbidden, because as long as one enters the mispallel’s field of
vision, he disturbs him and ruins his kavana (1"po x"an).

Others say in front but to the side is mutar (1"x). The consensus of
the poskim is that in a pressing situation, one may rely on this
opinion (M™po 2"n); this same is true for a mitzva need ( n"n>"na n"w
1"y "0 RN NIAIM Mawn ,» »o).

Passing in front and stopping. The poskim also argue whether one
may pass in front of a mispallel and come to a stop in front of him,
e.g., when one wants to go to his spot, which is directly in front of a
mispallel, and he will not continue passing in front of him, but will
remain standing in front of him. Some say this is assur (5”11 x"an);
others say it is mutar (n™po 2”171 2w Y"1 1"X). As above, one may
be meikel in a pressing situation (ow ™).



Separated by a Barrier

Does a Barrier Help?

22. The poskim discuss whether a ten-tefach tall barrier in front of a
mispallel allows one to pass before him. According to the reason
of honor for the Shechina, it would be mutar, as it is considered a
different domain; according to the reason of ruining kavana, a
barrier would not help if it is not so tall and the mispallel can still
see the person, as passing before him still ruins his kavana.
L’chatchila, one should be careful about this (2"po 2™n), but one can
be meikel in a pressing situation (3o v’y "7 7"3 DTR n).

Passing in front of the bima. If one is davening by the bima and
someone else wants to pass in front of the bima, if the bima is wide
enough that there is four amos between the person passing and
the mispallel, it is mutar in any event. If there is less than four
amos, it will depend on the above (22) regarding a barrier [as a
bima is usually at least ten tefachim tall].

Glass partition. L'chatchila, one may not pass before a tall, glass
partition; doing so still disturbs the mispallel, as he can see him ( 72
n"po onn).

Table, shtender. Even if it is ten tefachim tall [80 cm (about 31 inches)
according to Rav Chaim Naeh], a table does not constitute a barrier,
as there is more than three consecutive tefachim of airspace under
the table. A shtender is not a barrier either, as it is open on the
bottom and also, it is something that is moved.

Shul bench. However, sometimes shul benches with backrests are
ten tefachim tall, like a barrier, and even at the bottom, they
sometimes have a beam for resting feet which is within three
tefachim [24 cm (about nine inches)] of the ground in such a manner
that there is no one spot with three consecutive tefachim of airspace
—this is a valid barrier using the rule of “lavud.” This, too, is subject
to the above discussion of whether a barrier helps, as the mispallel
is still disturbed when someone passes in front of it.

Person separating. A person standing in front of a mispallel is
considered a barrier [if he is ten tefachim tall and four tefachim
wide], allowing someone else to pass in front of him (yoxrwLIL X"X).
That is assuming the person blocks the mispallel’s vision, as if his
vision is blocked, the person passing doesn’t disturb him.

Stepping Back at the End of Shemoneh Esrei

Check If Someone Is Behind
28. When one finishes davening and wants to take three steps back, he
should look back to see if someone is davening there ( n”31% ninbxw
X" mx P1oxn). If he sees his friend davening behind him within four
amos, or by taking his steps back, he will enter into his friend’s four
amos, he may not take three steps back until his friend finishes
davening; this is like passing before a mispallel (ow 2"m1 7”0 Y"W).
Standing Behind Him Diagonally
29. Standing behind him diagonally. If the person within four amos is
not directly behind him, but behind him diagonally, it is subject to
the above machlokes (19) about passing in front and to the side.
Thus, I'chatchila one should not step back until the person finishes
davening, but in a pressing situation, or for a mitzva need, he may
step back and rely on the meikel opinion (v™po1 n™po 2™n).
Stepping diagonally. If someone is davening directly behind, but it is
a pressing situation or there is a mitzva need, one may step back
diagonally so that he does not go toward the mispallel, but to his side
(>WX *pD2*IP N™AI X" MR Y"N2T 17D A%DN ANYY M>°Hn X" TWIa Y"1
n"sp 1wn 'on Mo YXwe). Similarly, if the person behind him is
davening for a long time and waiting making him very agitated, he
can be meikel and step toward the side (7”y >0 x”n man3m mawn).
Only Step Back after the Person Behind Steps Back
31. When the person in back finishes Shemoneh Esrei, the person in
front should I'chatchila not step back until the one behind him takes
three steps back and does the three bows while saying “ oYw w1y
n01.” Only after he finishes the bows and steps should the person in
front step back. He should not do it while the one in back is taking
his steps, as the Shechina is still present in front of him then (,x"Twan
™ MR 5”127 17 Inbw m>*Hi).
Person Behind Is Waiting for the Person Behind Him
32. If the one standing behind a person finished Shemoneh Esrei but did
not step back because he is waiting for the mispallel behind him to
finish, the front mispallel can step back if necessary, e.g., to say
Tachanun or for any mitzva matter (1750 ow anbw M>Yn ,X"TWI30).
Some allow the one in front to step back if he will not come within
four amos of the third person (X » M372 3’0 77wA W *POI”IP N™A).
Others allow it even if he will come within four amos of the third
person (3”1 My 2"n Naw 1w vIN,y*>Ip 17a7), at least if the middle
person is ten tefachim tall and four tefachim wide and thus

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

30.

considered a barrier as mentioned above (27; o 1'n nann Yxa n"w/ﬁq ﬂ

119750 91 "ONP XM IWITN 110WY X" ,27).

Giving Abundant Honor to the Shechina

33. The reason for taking three steps back at the end of Shemoneh Esrei
is to give honor to the Shechina, like a servant walking backward to
take leave of his master. If, while one is giving honor to the Shechina,
he enters the area of the Shechina in front of the mispallel behind
him, he is then disgracing the Shechina, and his benefit is offset by
his loss. Thus, one should stand in place until his friend finishes and
then he should step back; this way he gives great and abundant
honor to the Shechina.

Steps at the Beginning of Shemoneh Esrei

34. The main part of the minhag of taking three steps before Shemoneh

Esrei is to walk forward three steps before starting, in a manner of a
person approaching a task he needs to do (x"0 "% »0 X"n1). One does
not need to first go backward in order to walk forward, but the
common minhag is to take three steps back and then return to one’s
place ("po 2 ,7"X). However, if someone already started Shemoneh
Esrei, the person in front of him should not first walk backward,
coming within four amos of the mispallel. If he has room, he should
take three steps forward, as per the main halacha; if he does not
have room, he should start Shemoneh Esrei without taking any steps
(X3 "wn DDA MO HXIW CWR POI”IP TNAN).

Shliach Tzibbur

35. After the shliach tzibbur finishes his own Shemoneh Esrei, he should

I'chatchila take three steps back before starting Chazaras HaShatz

(7" a"3p "o y"v). If someone is davening behind him within four

amos, the shliach tzibbur can step back and to the side (above, 30).

If there are also people to the side who are still davening, he can

start Chazaras HaShatz without taking steps back, relying on the

opinions who hold a shliach tzibbur does not need to take steps

back after his own Shemoneh Esrei (33p >0 21 X217 TYM YR "W).

This is better than burdening the tzibbur and keeping them waiting

until he can step back to start Chazaras HaShatz ( nmnx "7 '0 ,x"wan

27D P11 V”ID HRIW WX XY, 0" 'V ' "o 1N Yw). Still, it is best
to pick up his feet somewhat in his place and then start Chazaras

HaShatz (n"w my noo »1w vIn Y'57p 130).

Consideration for Others

37. Long tefilla. Anyone who knows his Shemoneh Esrei is much longer
than others’ should find a place to daven where people do not pass
by and there are no mispallelim in front of him who will need to wait
until he finishes to take their three steps. He should certainly be
careful about this if he knows there are people there who are not
careful in these halachos so as not to cause others to transgress
(' MR 172 Y95 ®™n Yy 01 N1DOIN 'K "0 O°N VYN N"MWY).

. Short tefilla. However, it is impossible for everyone to finish
Shemoneh Esrei at exactly the same time. Thus, one who davens
quicker must understand that some people daven a bit longer — as
long as it is within reason, e.g., at Shacharis and Mincha, until the
end of Chazaras HaShatz, and at Maariv, until the end of the tefilla.

. When waiting for the person behind to finish, one should wait

patiently. He should not get anxious or constantly turn around to

see if he is finished. It is worse to remain in front of a mispallel
turned around and facing him, as that disturbs his kavana much
more. One of the reasons not to take the steps back is so as not to

disturb the mispallel (above, 10), but he is just disturbing him in a

different way. Thus, he should wait patiently, keeping in mind that

he will have another zechus of honoring the Shechina, and that is
his reward.

Standing in the shul doorway. One should not daven Shemoneh

Esrei in a passageway not designated for tefilla, e.g., next to the

shul entrance or in a room before the shul meant for passage and

not tefilla, as doing so prevents people from passing. If someone
stands next to the shul door, preventing people from coming in
and out, it is very possible there is no issur to pass in front of him,

as he is standing there without permission ("1 YORYOIA X'R

70 2"p 0 717N NYT,2"p "o 21 7m1). He has the status of a mazik, so

one may even tell him to move. Strictly speaking, one may pick him

up and set him down somewhere else ( X "o ANSY M>Yn X" TV

19), but in practice, it is not recommended to do this...
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