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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Important Upcoming and Relevant Chanukah Halachos
Chanukah Foods. Let us discuss some foods that are customarily
eaten on Chanukah which have interesting berachos questions.
Latkes. Due to the miracle that happened to the oil of the
menorah in the Bais HaMikdash, it has become a custom to
commemorate it by eating food items that are made with oil.
Some make latkes from potatoes. If they are shredded, there are
full strands of uncrushed potato and the beracha is “Borei Pri
Hoadama.” If applesauce or sour cream is added, it is secondary
to the latkes and the beracha on the latkes covers them. Even if
some applesauce or sour cream is left over and one eats it, no new
beracha is necessary as it keeps its secondary status even after the
latkes are finished. If the potatoes are ground up completely, or
mashed well, there are two opinions. Some say that since they can
be recognized as potatoes due to their texture and appearance,
the correct beracha is still “Hoadama” and that seems to be the
minhag. Others say that since the solidity of the original item has
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Hoadama” itis valid even according to the second opinion.

Cheese Latkes. Some have a minhag to eat cheese at some point
on Chanukah to commemorate the episode when one of the
Greek generals was given cheese to eat and got thirsty enough to
drink great quanitites of wine which made him drunk. He was
then able to be killed and many of his troops fled. The beracha
on a cottage cheese latke is “Shehakol.” Sometimes binders are
added in order to stop the cheese from falling apart. If one uses
almond flour or potato flakes as the binder, it is still “Shehakol.”
If one uses grain as the binder, the beracha depends on the
following: If it is just a minimal amount of flour, the beracha is
“Shehakol.” Some suggest that this means 25 percent or less of
flour [see Birkos Bashana pg. 193]. However, if the flour is
added as a filler or for nutrition [usually close to half the mix], the
beracha will then be “Mezonos.” For beracha acharona on the
mezonos latke, one should make sure he eats half an egg of the
flour content [according to the percentage volume of the flour] in

been changed, one should preferably say “Shehakol.” If he said a four-minute span and then he makes an “Al Hamichya.”
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"pum mwn wR’- There is @ M between wpb w prv ™ on how to categorize the 7w of wi that travels and ’damages property of
others. ynw  says the fire is viewed like a direct n> of the owner, like arrows that were shot by the owner [»xn Dwn wl.wpb v holds the fire
is viewed like property of the owner [owan own wa] and it's as if his ox escaped and did damage. aponb, R’ Yochanan also agrees that yonis
also »yn own aon. The Mo [vn "o 1n] paskens like prv * that we view the fire as if he was o1 i and (like our Gemara says) he is a0
to pay maw »a1 7w v - 1271, The Hwa quotes v by us, that the owner of the fire is not 2»n for mena because one needs to have had
o for the nwwn so he is 270 for ©127 7 and not ©27 0. The w9 asks a n»no in the 0", Here the o"amn argues on »wn and rules
you would be 2»n for nena also, even though there wasn't a specific mm> but in a case where one was blown off of a roof by a My mn and hurt
someone below, there the ©"a14 (and ¥"w) pasken he is o2 for nen because he didn't have nms? The nwo answers that we must say the
0"an1 holds that since he made the wix with his ©, he should have watched it better and it's considered a vn with nama. 2"xwi the person
who was blown off the roof, although it was a rmsn it is considered more of an onx and he is therefore o for nena.

The 90 s asks, according to v - that we view the fire as if the owner is buming it ©3a, how may one light a candle on naw 27y that
will remain lit on maw? Since it's still lit on Shabbos, why isn't it viewed as if he is lighting it on maw? He explains that although we view the fire as
the owner’s continuous act, the fire is not viewed as if it was lit now by the owner, rather anything it will eventually burn later, is included in the
original kindling of the fire and is his power. So, when one lights a candle on vy, all the burning it will do, is considered as if done at the time of the
initial lighting and that was completed on w"y. Based on this, he says that if one starts a fire and dies before it damages, the 7w may still collect
from o1avmwn oo because the pnincurred the liability of all future buming at the time of initially lighting the fire, which was prior o his death.

Many omnx ask: prv - Lo mayn] says that "omn son N, [ would have established the maym of axa nywn on the tenth of Av, because
that is when the majority of the 5>n was burnt. According to the qow sy, in the nw»w of prv ", he views the eventual buming of the fire as if it
started at the initial igniting, so it's proper to have the Ty at the time of the initial kindling which was on »wwn? p»a 089 NOWN WP WIPK]
explains that the qov spw says that all potential bumning is viewed as if it happened at the time of kindling, only regrading aynn o, to say the
2vnn moNis at the time of ignition. But when the item is buring, of course it's burning at the time it's on fire and we are not saying that the actual
Do is happening earlier. So, regarding the burning of the Y it actually bumed on the 10th, so >*2 would prefer to have the ow on that day.
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Alter of Marinover shlita would say:

“T0W XY NN N APy HNe' - Why did Yaakov Avinu ask the malach what his name is? Doesn’t Yaakov know that
he is a malach, and an angel doesn’t have a set name? Based on the Ohr HaChayim, it would seem that Yaakov really
wanted to know the malach’s name before - what was the purpose of your mission - "7aw X n0'? After they fought, now
Yaakov wants to know if he is still on the same mission as before, or did he win and now the malach don’t have a set name?”
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A Wise Man would say: ‘“There’s no real ending. It’s just the place where you stop the story.”
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The posuk relates that Yaakov Avinu bowed to Esav seven times. His sons, the shevatim, also bowed and were looked upon
by Hashem with dissatisfaction for this act. Yet, strangely enough, Yaakov himself was not criticized. The Nefesh HaChaim
(shaar 3:12) states that by establishing and concentrating in one’s heart the principle of the supremacy of Hashem, that there
is nothing in the world with any intrinsic significance except Hashem and His power, one can unshackle himself from any
potential threat of danger. The power and strength of this protection is in correlation to the strength of one’s ability to focus on
this thought. Thus, when Yaakov Avinu appeared to be bowing down to Esav, his true focus was “Ein od Milvado” - Hashem
is the Supreme Ruler. Yaakov was in actuality “wrestling” with Esav and subduing him under his control with these thoughts.
As Rashi states here: “Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai declared, ‘Halacha B’yeduah, it is a fact that Esav hates Yaakov.” However,
at this moment his pity was aroused and he kissed Yaakov with all his heart.” That was some control that Yaakov exercised!

A number of years ago, a shiny new car driven by an Arab youth pulled up at the Erez checkpoint on its way into the
tightly controlled Gaza Strip. The soldiers on duty made their routine inspection to determine that it was not a stolen vehicle.
The driver produced all the proper documents and the soldiers were about to let him drive away when they suddenly heard the
commander calling out to them, ordering them to wait. Coming from behind the car, the commander approached the Arab and
demanded to know where the vehicle was from and if it belonged to him. The youth insisted that it was, but he was warned by
the commander that if he did not admit the truth, his punishment would be quite severe. After a few moments of haggling, his
confidence was shattered and the Arab youth confessed that he had stolen the car in Ma’aleh Adumim.

The soldiers standing about were all amazed. “How did you know it wasn’t his?” they asked the commander. “What are
you, some kind of prophet?” “I’'m no prophet,” he replied, chuckling, “just look at the bumper sticker.”

On the back of the car, in big bold letters, were written three Hebrew words that explained everything: 7251 Ty pN"!

Another story in a similar vein occurred years later. An avreich who lives in a new neighborhood in the Ramat Beit
Shemesh area told the following story: “There are many Arabs working near my home on the still uncompleted buildings
around me. There are many thefts each week so residents are careful to not leave anything outside. But since there’s no
elevator in my building, the residents of the top floors have no choice but to leave their strollers downstairs.

“One day, one of my neighbors from the sixth floor knocked on my door and asked to make an urgent phone call. He said
he left his stroller at the entrance to the building and ten minutes later, he realized that he left his bag in the stroller. He had
withdrawn money from the bank that day and inside the bag were his cell phone, cash, credit card, and important documents.
He ran downstairs but not only was his bag missing, the stroller was missing as well. He didn’t know what to do.

“He used my phone to call his cell phone in the hope that someone would answer but it just rang and rang. He persisted and
kept calling it over and over. Ten minutes later, a man who identified himself as a police officer called my phone and said:
‘Did you lose a stroller?” Shortly later, the police officer appeared at his home with the stroller and bag in hand.

“The police officer explained: ‘I was driving near the exit to the city and I saw a group of Arab workers, including one
hauling an expensive stroller. I stopped the Arab and asked him: “Where’s the stroller from?” He responded: ‘I found it in the
garbage.” Of course, I suspected that he wasn’t telling the truth but I didn’t have any proof that he stole it so I couldn’t search
him. Suddenly, the phone inside the bag he was holding began ringing to a song that only a Jew would play: ‘Reb Yeshaya
ben Reb Moshe, po’alt far Klal Yisroel.’ The police officer immediately understood that an Arab worker wouldn’t have set his

ringtone to ‘Reb Yeshaya ben Reb Moshe’ so he had his proof. He ordered the Arab to hand over the stroller and bag and |\

immediately called back the last number on the phone!” (Excerpt from Heroes of Courage by Rabbi D. Hoffman)
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Ovadiah HaNavi, an Edomite convert, was given the

divine task of prophecying regarding the downfall of his
birth nation. Ovadiah even explains that because of Esav’s
(the ancestor of Edom) “Outrage to your brother, Yaakov,
disgrace shall engulf you, and you shall perish forever.” But
why indeed should Esav be destroyed completely for simply
being angry at Yaakov?

R’ Yosef Patzanovsky z¢”l (Pardes Yosef) explains with
a mashal. There was once a father who had two sons; a good
son and a troublesome one. Every day the good son would
report to his father on the good things he did as well as how
his brother had hit him and tortured him. However, one day
the troubled son came to his father and complained that his

A PENETRATING ANALYSIS OF THE WEEKLY
HAFTORAH BY AN UNEQUALLED HISTORIAN

brother, the good son, had hit him. Instead of taking his side,
the father proceeded to lash out at his troubled son. The father
explained to his bewildered family that the troubled son must
have done something horrible to provoke the good son,
otherwise he would not have lashed out.

Yaakov was an "on ¥N' who had one goal in mind - to
serve Hashem with all his heart. Esav hated Yaakov for
taking the berachos that were slated for him, but for the
righteous Yaakov to go to such lengths as to steal what
wasn’t meant for him, he had to have been provoked - and
not just this one time, rather over the course of his entire life.

Therefore, Esav’s outrage at Yaakov was the last straw for |3

him and Hashem decided to exact retribution for it all.
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The Ramban writes 3 times that this week’s parsha is symbolic. He says it is "0"25 y»o man nwyn” and refers to it as the

"C, parsha of galus, teaching us how to deal with Esav’s descendants in future trying times. Additionally, he says, there lies herein

a comforting lesson: Hashem will save us from our stronger and mightier enemies. As we say in davening: "0 ¥ PR ORN".

A% The way Yaakov dealt with Esav sets a precedent for us. Chazal teach us that Yaakov and his family armed themselves in

preparation for battle, sent presents and davened. The Medrash tells us that Amoraim would study this parsha before

g embarking towards Rome, to Esav’s progeny. With this introduction, it would behoove us, as well, to take a lesson from the

‘Parsha of Galus’ as we, more than ever, feel so fragile. In the parsha, the Torah relates the encounter between Yaakov and

& the Sar shel Esav, a malach. It would seem that their fight had to precede Yaakov’s meeting with Esav. The question is why?

After Yaakov succeeded in “vanquishing” the malach, his name was changed to Yisroel. The posuk says the reason is on

< | account "omm o o DPON DY M " Rashi tells us that "N’ refers to Lavan and Esav. But, if Esav had not yet
"C, arrived, how can the posuk say, “You defeated ©wiN” - referring to Esav?

The Brisker Rav z¢”’l explains that the main fight isn’t waged here on earth, but rather in heaven. If we are zoche to win

X % “upstairs” with siyata d’shmaya, then no harm can befall us down here. Hence, Yaakov defeating the Sar shel Esav was

foreshadowing his impending defeat of Esav, even though they hadn’t yet met. Therefore, the Torah aptly states "DWIN’

A% including wy. This machshava should be a source of chizuk as we now face a cruel enemy. As we know, NpT¥) n»an nnwn'”

"N w0 IR payn. Our renewed tefillos, along with our improved Torah learning, increased mitzvos and tremendous

rt“,“"" achdus. must pierce the heavens. Remember! The war is being fought “upstairs” and we are on the front lines!
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,“ Ywn: R’ Mottel of Chernobyl zt”l, was known for his

extraordinary pious traits. In addition to his intense avodas

Xm| Hashem, he was exceptionally kind and benevolent to

everyone he encountered. Once, however, when a woman

(t came to him pleading for a blessing to have a child, he not

only refused to bless her, but to the amazement of all

bystanders, he brusquely said to her, “I’m sorry but I cannot

help you.” The woman left the room tearful and broken

"G hearted. Noting the bewilderment of his chassidim, R’ Mottel
%] told them, “Just wait a little and you’ll understand.”

A short while later R> Mottel asked them to find the

= S| woman and bring her back. The chassidim did as they were

told, and when the woman came back, R’ Mottel asked her,

The woman replied, “I turned my eyes to the heaven and I
said, ‘Almighty, the Rabbi refuses to help me. Now you are
my only hope. I beg of you, please give me a child!””’

R’ Mottel turned to the chassidim, <“This woman believed
that I have magical powers, and placed her trust in me. When
I refused her request, she returned her full and complete trust
to where it belongs. Now she will be blessed with a child!”
Ywn3: Chazal tell us that Yaakov prepared himself with three
strategies to fight Esav: Doron (flattery), Milchamah (war),
and Tefillah (prayer). However, Yaakov Avinu needed no
strategy other than fefillah. He simply drew close to Hashem.
For our sake, though, he prepared to encounter Esav, in order
to demonstrate for future generations the pathways of
milchamah and doron. Nowadays, when so many of our
brethren live without Torah and mitzvos, we must know,
these are the only choices we have.

"C, i “What did you do when you left here?”
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Poarshas Vayishlach is the parsha that teaches us how to handle ourselves when we have to deal with gentiles. The Maharal

% writes that one should say the words of Parshas Vayishlach when meeting with a goy. It is a shemira. Whenever Rabbeinu
g% | HaKadosh would meet the Roman Caesar, he would say this parsha. One time he was in the midst of meeting with the Caesar
5 | and realized that he did not say the parsha. He asked if he may be excused and hurried home to properly say the parsha, when
"C, a group of bandits attacked him. He attributed this incident to the fact that he did not say Parshas Vayishlach before he left.

The Ramban writes that this parsha was written to teach us that Hashem saved Yaakov from a hand that was stronger than

»“ ;‘T:} his. Additionally, we learn that whatever happened to our father Yaakov with Esav, will happen to us and it is incumbent upon

us to follow our father Yaakov who prepared himself in three ways. They are Tefillah, prayer, Doron, giving gifts and

2| Milchamah, war tactics. These three activities are actually the three necessary steps for a person to become complete. These are

the things we must do to achieve shleimus, perfection in ourselves, so that we can fulfill our true mission which is to be a light

| ‘rt,"“ unto the nations. It is not always what one does, but rather who one is that has the greatest influence on others.

Tefillah is one of the greatest ways to achieve perfection bein adam I’Makom, between man and Hashem. It bonds one to his

Creator and achieves the goal of kirvas Hashem. Giving gifts is a great way to achieve perfection bein adam [I’chavero,
,“ %, | between man and his fellow man. Gifts can be a smile, a kind word, a gesture that brings a person to a lofty level in his dealings
'| with others. Going out of one’s way to give to another creates a bond and helps one become unselfish and a truly giving person.

Milchama is the best way to achieve perfection between man and himself! It is the war against one’s desires and the ability to

v fight and overcome the temptation to sin that truly makes a person great. Let us use these tactics and shine our light for all to see.




