
Rabbi Hirschel Kaplan had a unique 
classroom management technique…

Rabbi Kaplan slowly rubbed his back 
against the names on the blackboard.

Slowly, the boys names were 
erased by Rabbi Kaplan’s Jacket.

When the menahel left the classroom, 
Rabbi Kaplan explained himself.

The menahel, Rabbi Dovid Stern, usually 
called Dr. Stern, unexpectedly walked in…

…So boys let’s 
review what was 

learned last week… 
Walter let’s begin…

Good Walter, 
now, Nosson, 

please can you 
answer why…

Hmm! Hmm! Good 
morning, Dr. 

Stern!

Kinderlach! Names 
on our classroom 

blackboard are for the 
class and the Rebbe 

only…
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רְדְכַי was born in Yeremitz, a small village near Mir, Belarus, to ר׳ צְבִי ]העֶרשׁל[ הַכֹּהֵן  הֶנְיָּא and ר׳ אֵלִיָּהוּ מָּ
Kaplan. In his formative years, he learned in a local חֵדֶר and with his father who was a respected 
ם כָּ ה and ,בַעַל קוֹרֵא ,מוֹהֵל ,תַלְמִיד חָּ אִים for the בַעַל תְפִלָּ  later went to learn in Mir, where he ר׳ צְבִי .יָּמִים נוֹרָּ
received his ה ה He then opened a .סְמִיכָּ  in Gorodishetz which lasted 6 years until the outbreak תַלְמוּד תוֹרָּ
on WWI when he had to flee to the Ukraine. During this period he married יְהוּדִית Machtaia [her father 
was later a beloved רֶבִי in Harlem Yeshiva]. In 1922, he returned to Mir with his family and reopened the 
ה ב immigrated to New York with his family of 5 children in 1924 on a visa as a ר׳ צְבִי .תַלְמוּד תוֹרָּ  After 2 .רָּ
years of נוּת דַעַת he joined ,רַבָּ ה וָּ ה תוֹרָּ א specializing in ,רֶבִי serving as the 6th grade ,יְשִׁיבָּ רָּ לַת הַגְמָּ  הַתְחָּ
classes for over 25 years. He was a beloved רֶבִי and א  that are תַלְמִידִים who molded בַעַל דִקְדוּק נִפְלָּ
among the greatest מְחַנְכִים and ה  ר׳ שְׁמוּאֵל פֶסַח ,in America today. His 3 sons-in-law מַרְבִיצֵי תוֹרָּ

Bogomilsky, הֵן רוּךְ Katzman, and ר׳ אָשֵׁר הַכֹּ נִים Kahan, were all ר׳ בָּ ה and רַבָּ  .מַרְבִיצֵי תוֹרָּ

I placed names on 
the board as a reminder 

for boys to improve 
their behavior, but not to 
embarrass them in front 

of the menahel!

Rabbi Kaplan, I am 
doing my rounds 

early today… I have an 
important appointment 

in my office later…

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

ר׳  was born in Krula, Hungary, to ר׳ אַבְרָהָם אַבָא לײַפעֶר זַצַ״ל
 In 1928, the family relocated to .שָרָה טוֹבָה and יוֹסֵף
Pittsburgh, PA. In 1930, he went to learn in the יבוֹת  of יְשִׁ

Rakhiv (Ukraine) and Székelyhíd (Romania). At age 17, he received יכָה  .סְמִׁ
He married רָחֵל (daughter of  יתָמָר  Rosenbaum of Nadvorna) in 1939. In ר׳ אִׁ
1947, he succeeded in leaving Communist Romania and relocated to 
Newark, NJ, where he served as רָב from 1950 1966 until his father’s ירָה  .פְטִׁ
He then returned to Pittsburgh, filling his father’s place for 2 years, before 
emigrating to שְרָאֵל  and with ,תּוֹרָה a city bereft of ,אַשְדוֹד He settled in .אֶרֶץ יִׁ
his שְרָאֵל ם and אַהֲבַת הַתּוֹרָה ,אַהֲבַת יִׁ רְאַת שָמַיִׁ  he energized the city with ,יִׁ
עוּרֵי תּוֹרָה .אֱמוּנַת אַבְרָהָם He authored .שִׁ
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Towards the end of his life,  ר׳ אַבְרָהָם אַבָא
 חֲסִידִים visited Antwerp. His לײַפעֶר זַצַ״ל
arranged to take the רֶבִי for a medical 
examination by one of the top doctors in 
the world, planning to pay his exorbitant 
fee. After the exam, the doctor refused 
to take payment for his efforts,  saying, 
“Any man in his sickly condition should be 
depressed with such pain, yet I never met a 
happier person in my life! If he can be so 
happy while being so sick, then he must be a very holy 
person. I can’t take a penny from such a holy man!” 

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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אשִית מא:א(  ץ שְנָתַיִם יָמִים )בְרֵּ  וַיְהִי מִקֵּ
It happened at the end of two years 

טַחוֹ  ם ד׳ מִבְׁ ר שָׂ ר אֲשֶּ בֶּ רֵי הַגֶּ  Praiseworthy is the man who — אַשְׁ
has made ד׳ his trust — .ף ף this is — זֶה יוֹסֵּ בִים .יוֹסֵּ הָׂ ל רְׁ ה אֶּ נָׂ לאֺ פָׂ  And — וְׁ
turned not to the arrogant (תְהִלִים מ:ה),  י שֶאָמַר לְשַר הַמַשְקִים עַל יְדֵּ
ף because — זְכַרְתַנִי וְהִזְכַרְתַנִי  ,[wine butler] שַר הַמַשְקִים told the יוֹסֵּ
‘remember me … and mention me to אשִית מ:יד] ’,פַרְעֺה י  [בְרֵּ ף לוֹ שְתֵּ נִתוֹסֵּ
אשִית רַבָה פט:ג) two years were added to his term in prison — שָנִים .(בְרֵּ

Much has been written about this מִדְרָש, which seems to 
contradict itself. Was ף  or (ד׳ literally, master of trust in) בַעַל בִטָחוֹן a יוֹסֵּ
not? If he is the embodiment of the פָסוּק in תְהִלִים praising the man 
who has made ד׳ his trust, why did he display a lack of בִטָחוֹן by 
soliciting the help of the שַר הַמַשְקִים?

This issue can be understood through a clarification of what 
 is and what it is not. Rav Pam would explain it with the following בִטָחוֹן
story. An acquaintance of his owned a factory that produced neckties. 
After WWII, this man hired some concentration camp survivors as his 
employees and taught them the trade. When one of his workers 
decided to open his own necktie manufacturing business, he offered 
the worker technical assistance. Not only did he not look at the former 
worker as a threat to his own livelihood, but he also did everything 
possible to help him make a living. He firmly believed that ד׳ would 
give them both sufficient פַרְנָסָה. He was also certain that his selfless 
act of חֶסֶד would open up the Divine storehouse of חֶסֶד on his behalf.

The חֲזוֹן אִיש, in אֱמוּנָה וּבִטָחוֹן, explains that while there are 

different levels of הִשְתַדְלוּת required of a בַעַל בִטָחוֹן, some types of 
 After .בִטָחוֹן are absolutely worthless and display a lack of הִשְתַדְלוּת
brilliantly explaining the strange dreams of פַרְעֺה’s chief baker and wine 
butler, ף  to “put in a good word” for him to שַר הַמַשְקִים asked the יוֹסֵּ
ף ,Of course .פַרְעֺה  realized that his salvation was totally in the hands יוֹסֵּ
of ד׳. Nonetheless, in order not to rely on a miracle, he felt that 
 If so, why .שַר הַמַשְקִים required him to enlist the help of the הִשְתַדְלוּת
was ף ?punished so severely for doing so יוֹסֵּ

The חֲזוֹן אִיש explains that the שַר הַמַשְקִים was a רָהָב, a 
wicked, haughty, selfish person from whom no good could be 
expected. ף  should not have turned to such an arrogant person for יוֹסֵּ
assistance, as this was an improper gesture of הִשְתַדְלוּת for a בַעַל בִטָחוֹן 
like ף .יוֹסֵּ

This, he explains, was the fault noted by the מִדְרָש in the 
conduct of the great ף ,בַעַל בִטָחוֹן ף .יוֹסֵּ  had already languished in יוֹסֵּ
prison for ten years and the experience had not crushed him as it 
would have a lesser person. His strong בִטָחוֹן gave him the strength to 
endure this trial and not surrender to despair or give up hope of ever 
seeing the light of freedom again.

ץ  is חֲנכָֻה The lesson of .שַבָת חֲנכָֻה is usually read on פָרָשַת מִקֵּ
that, as the (סוֹטָה מ״ט:) גְמָרָא puts it, we can only rely on our Father in 
Heaven to redeem us from our צָרוֹת.

May we be ה .to this speedily and in our days זוֹכֶּ
Adapted from: Shabbos with Rav Pam (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

פרשה:  מקץ     הפטרה: ויקץ שלמה והנה חלום... )מלכים א ג:טו-ד:א(

דף יומי: בבא קמא מ״ד

ותן טל ומטר לברכה     ברכי נפשי )שבת מנחה(
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FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד ,תַּ

In 1968, when  ר׳ אַבְרָהָם אַבָא לײַפעֶר
״ל צַּ  the Pittsburgher Rebbe, turned 50 years ,זַּ
old, he decided to emigrate to אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל. He 
came with ׁת נֶפֶש  ,חֲסִידִים leaving behind ,מְסִירַּ
his father’s קְהִלָה, and several married children, 
but he felt he had a new mission to fulfill.

While deciding where to settle, the 
Rebbe had a dream in which he envisioned a 
Sephardi חָכָם dressed all in white, standing by 
the ocean. “I am פְרוּט אי אִבְן שַּׁ  חָכָם the ”,חִסְדַּ
said. “Come to אַשְׁדוֹד and bring Jews back to 
יִם שָׁמַּ קוֹדֶשׁ into חוֹל You must turn the .אָבִינוּ שֶׁבַּ
.” The Rebbe later learned that  אי אִבְן חִסְדַּ
פְרוּט  ,גְאוֹנִים who lived in the time of the ,שַּׁ
brought an entire city to תְשׁוּבָה, and was 

responsible for bringing תוֹרָה from the יְשִׁיבוֹת in 
ר׳  to Spain by making (פוּמְבְדִיתָא and סוּרָא) בָבֶל
 in רָב the (חֲכְמֵי בָבֶל from the) מֺשֶׁה בֶן חֲנוֹךְ
Cordova.

When ר׳ אַבְרָהָם אַבָא first moved to 
 its inhabitants were almost entirely ,אַשְׁדוֹד
made up of traditional immigrants from India, 
North Africa, and the former Soviet Union, with 
little תוֹרָה learning in the city. ר׳ אַבְרָהָם אַבָא 
built up after school programs for the children 
and started monthly שִׁעוּרֵי תוֹרָה for adults. He 
used to go from shul to shul every בָת  to שַּׁ
encourage people to wear their לִיתוֹת  home טַּ
after davening and infuse the city with an 
atmosphere of בָת ת שַּׁ שַּׁ  .קְדֻּ

If the Rebbe noticed litter on the 

street he would pick it up and then throw it into 
a garbage can, saying that all of us have the 
responsibility to keep אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל clean. He later 
explained that he also had a deeper intention. 
In his heart he would ask ד׳ to remove the 
spiritual impurity from אַשְׁדוֹד as well. Today, 
almost 50 years later, אַשְׁדוֹד is one of the 
fastest growing centers of תוֹרָה in אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל.  
 My לְמִיד  taught how ר׳ אַבְרָהָם אַבָא ,תַּ
with single minded  determination, constant 
 and boundless love for all Jews, one תְפִלוֹת
person can change his entire city forever.

יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
,בְיְדִידוּת Your רֶבִי

A letter from a Rebbi based on interviews

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

מָא:   ת עִנְיָנֵי דְי�וֹ הִלְכ�וֹ
רָה  �וּר-עֲשָׂ עֲנִית צִבוּ תוַּ

טֵבֵת בוְּ

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

• Except for אָב עָה בְׁ שְׁ פּוּר and תִּ עֲלוֹת  all fasts begin at ,יוֹם כִּ
 It is important to note that one must not start to .הַשָחַר
eat זוֹנוֹת within one half פַּת or מְׁ hour before עֲלוֹת.

• If one is weak and needs to eat before עֲלוֹת, one must 
make a נַאי  before going to sleep at night that he intends תְׁ
to eat before עֲלוֹת.

ContestThe 10th International Pirchei שמו"ת
ץ שְנָתַיִם יָמִים   אשִית מא:א(… וַיְהִי מִקֵּ )בְרֵּ

And it happened at the end of two years … 
He [ד׳] sets a limit to the darkness. It was decreed that ף  יוֹסֵּ

should spend a specific amount of time in the darkness of prison. 
When   the   time   period   reached   its   end,   פַרְעֹה   dreamt   his   
dream (אשִית רַבָה מט:א .(בְרֵּ

After successfully interpreting the dream of the שַר הַמַשְקִים 
(the king’s butler), ף  mention him in a שַר הַמַשְקִים asked that the יוֹסֵּ
favorable way before פַרְעֹה, but the שַר הַמַשְקִים did nothing and ף  יוֹסֵּ
remained in prison for two more years. This was a punishment from 
Heaven for ף .s having placed his trust in a human being’יוֹסֵּ

For the average person, ף  s behavior would have been’יוֹסֵּ
perfectly acceptable; one is required to engage in הִשְתַדְלוּת, personal 
effort, in any situation, and place his trust in ד׳ to bring about the 
desired result. However, ף הַצַדִיק  was not an average person. He יוֹסֵּ
survived alone in the sinful land of Egypt only because he was aware 
of ד׳’s Presence, at every instant. On his spiritual level, ף  should יוֹסֵּ
have relied completely on ד׳ to rescue him from prison.

We can rest assured that throughout those two additional 
years in prison, ף  ד׳ ,remained firm in his belief that, ultimately יוֹסֵּ
would rescue him from his plight. In the end, the same person who 
had chosen to forget ף  פַרְעֹה was forced to speak of him after יוֹסֵּ
dreamt his own disturbing dreams.

One can never know from where ד׳’s salvation will come. 
Sometimes the very means that seem to have failed will ultimately 
bring about the salvation one awaits.

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞
Aharon had failed again. It was the umpteenth time he had 

spoken to his father about throwing out the television. Aharon and 
his family lived in יְרוּשָלַיִם where the מְתִיבְתָא he attended was one of 
the best. He was a striving ן תוֹרָה  and as his appreciation and thirst בֶּ
for תוֹרָה grew, so did his understanding of the negative influence of 
television and other modern technology.

He had given up watching television long ago, but it pained 
him that his siblings and parents still watched it. His fine, well

meaning parents maintained that they had grown up with a television 
in their home and did not see how they could live without it.

In desperation, Aharon spoke to the מַשְגִיחַ רוּחָנִי of his 
י בְרַק suggested that he travel to מַשְגִיחַ  The .יְשִיבָה  and request a בְנֵּ
 from the Steipler Gaon. Aharon wasted no time in following בְרָכָה
through with this idea. Since the Steipler was hard of hearing, Aharon 
wrote down his request to present to the צַדִיק.

The Steipler was in his final years. He was receiving visitors 
late at night, after a day of ceaseless learning and davening. Aharon 
took his place in the line that had formed outside the Steipler’s small 
study. As Aharon’s turn drew near, one of the Steipler’s grandsons 
appeared and announced, “I am sorry, but my grandfather has fallen 
asleep at the table. This sometimes happens these days. He will not 
be receiving any more visitors tonight.”

Very disappointed, he made his way to the taxi stand for 
the ride back to יְרוּשָלַיִם. Aharon arrived home physically exhausted 
and emotionally drained. He removed his coat and jacket, recited 
עַל הַמִטָה  .and fell asleep קְרִיאַת שְמַע שֶּ

After davening the next morning, he approached the  ַמַשְגִיח 
and related his disappointing journey. The  ַמַשְגִיח told him not to 
despair and said he would try to arrange a private appointment for 
him.

While he was learning with his חַבְרוּתָא, he was told he had 
a  phone  call.  Surprised  to  hear  his  father’s  voice,  he  asked,  “Is 
everything okay?”

“Yes,” he replied, but Aharon detected that his father was 
overcome  with  emotion.  “I  just  wanted  to  let  you  know  what 
happened this morning. When Ima went to tidy up your room, she 
found a note that must have fallen out of your pocket last night. The 
note said: כְבוֹד הָרַב, Please give me a בְרָכָה that my parents should be 
granted the wisdom to realize the harm that television is causing 
them and their children.

“Aharon,” his father said in a voice choked with tears, “your 
note has moved us very much. We are throwing out the television.”

Adapted from: Living the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

Note-Worthy
This week 8 of our 10th Annual Pirchei Newsletter International גּוּם אֶחָד תַרְׁ רָא וְׁ נַיִם מִקְׁ .contest שְׁ
In ים ,(חוֹבֶרֶת כ״ו תשע״ה:י) סֵפֶר אוֹר הַשַבָת  For .פָרָשָה was questioned regarding a child reviewing only part of a זַצַ״ל Kanievsky ר׳ חַיּׅ

וָה a child must normally fulfill the complete ,חִנּוּךְ גּוּם Regarding .מִצְׁ אֶחָד תַרְׁ רָא וְׁ נַיִם מִקְׁ ים ,שְׁ  was of the opinion that a child should be ר׳ חַיּׅ
trained “אַט אַט לְׁ  3rd grade (8+) ,שֵנִי until פָרָשָה Contest: 1st and 2nd grade (6+) should complete the שוֹבָבִים in stages, similar to our — ”לְׁ
until לִישִי בִיעִי 4th grade (9+) until ,שְׁ י 5th grade (10+) until  ,רְׁ  7th and 8th grades (12+) complete the entire ,שִשִי 6th grade (11+) until ,חֲמִיש ִ
 .פָרָשָה

Is your school or city represented in the Pirchei International גּוּם אֶחָד תַרְׁ רָא וְׁ נַיִם מִקְׁ  contest? Every week is a new opportunity שְׁ
to enter this raffle! Any week you and your school can join and become part of this amazing קִדּוּש ד׳. You can be part of hundreds of the 
children who are igniting the world with the כוּתְז  of this unique וָה גוּדָּה אַחַתֲא as an מִצְׁ ! 

It is not too late to enter the contest. To become a part of this amazing קִדּוּש ד׳, please send a weekly fax to 718 506 9633 or 
email to shnayimmikracontest@gmail.com signed by a parent – include your grade, name, school, city, state, zip, contact and fax #, and 
which פָרָשָה. 

The list of contestants as of press time for first 7 weeks of the contest are:
Grade 1 – Yeshaya Gewirtz; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Baltimore, MD; Dovid Geisler; Lakewood Cheder School; Chaim Schneider; 

Yeshiva Ohr Yehuda; Lakewood, NJ.
Grade 2 – Boruch Greenfield; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim (TA); Baltimore, MD; Zev Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ.
Grade 3 – Eli Mark, Elie Sadwin, Ephraim Silver; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Baltimore, MD; Mordechai Shmuel Fisher; Talmud Torah 

Ohr Moshe; Menache Salb; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Asher Epstein; Fallsburg Cheder; Fallsburg, NY.
Grade 4 (UK) – Asher Yochanan Herskine; Keser Torah Boys School; Gateshead, UK.
Grade 4 – Ari Nachman Wheeler; Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Dovid Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Yaakov 
Mordechai Fulda, Yisroel Meir Ganz; Siach Yitzchok; Far Rockaway, NY; Nochum Shimon Brown, Elisha Daniel, Simcha Leib Deal, Nosson 
Tzvi Gewirtz, Mordechai Gold, Yehuda Gross, Elisha Iskowitz, Ahron Katz, Elan Levi, Zev Schonkopf, Yehuda Shafran, Moshe Solomon, 

Raphie Weiss; Yeshiva Ketana of Long Island; Inwood, NY.
Grade 5 – Yosef Shalom Stern; Yeshiva Ketana of LA; Los Angeles, CA; Ari Gale, Shmuel Yaakov Herzog, Matis Mintz, Yossi Newman,  
Yisroel Novice, Shua Rubin, Baruch Silver, Meir Yehuda, Tzvi Zakem; Yeshiva Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Yehuda Frieman, Kalman Hefter, Chaim 
Katz, Daniel Kraines, Naftali Kraines, Zevi Minkin, Yaakov Pianko, Eliyahu Rayman; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Yehuda 
Lazarowitz; Yeshivas M’kor Boruch; Passaic, NJ; Avraham Abba Freedman; Yeshivas Derech HaTorah; Cleveland, OH; Yitzchok Binder; 

Yeshiva Yesodei HaTorah; Toronto, ON.
Grade 6 – Yaakov Eliyahu Naiman, Amrom Novice; Yeshiva Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Elazar Meir Dashevsky, Yoel Goldstein, Nachshon 
Grayman, Menachem Marcus, Akiva Morris, Reuven Newman, Yakov Newmark, Aaron David Richards, Yehuda Rubin, Noach Salzberg, Avi 
Scherer, Dovi Shulman, Shlomo Steinharter, Baruch Tessler; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Zecharia Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas 
Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Meshilem Zev Fisher; Talmud Torah Ohr Moshe; Brooklyn, NY; Betzalel Alter, Shaul Geller, Yaakov Kaminsky, 
Avrohom Lehman, Moshe Miller, Avrohom Boruch Rottenberg, Menachem Spira; Yeshiva Bais Dovid; Monsey, NY; Meir Tzvi Handelsman, 
Shmuel Hirsch, Mordechai Isaacs, Naftali Kestenbaum, Shmuel Kestenbaum, Yona Krongold, Aaron Kuznicki, Yosef Yitzchock Lifshits, 
Menachem Lipsett, Elazar Malaib, Yosef Shalom Merzel, Shraga Nathan, Shimon Yehuda Ochs, Yaakov Ouzzan, Elazar Pam, Refoel Moshe 
Paretzky, Eliezer Reiss, Yaakov Nosson Rosen, Yonah Schaumer, Pinny Scheinberg, Eliezer Schloss, Dovid Silberstein, Ephraim Silver, Eliyahu 

Simon, Yitzi Sobel, Naftuli Weiss, Dovid Yavorsky, Yaakov Yefet; Yeshiva Yesodei HaTorah; Toronto, ON.
Grade 7 – Avinoam Glass; Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Menachem Gale; Yeshiva Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Shalom Barth, Betzalel 
Cohen, Daniel Herman, Shraga Kraines, Akiva Krohn, Chaim Newmark, Yaakov Paige, Yaakov Tzvi Rayman, Eliezer Dov Saitowitz, Akiva 
Asher Shafranovich; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Yaakov Heitner; Cheder D’Monsey; Spring Valley, NY; Tzvi Alon, Yehuda Belsky, 
Mordechai Eliyahu Braun, Binyomin Cohen, Mordechai Sender Colman, Asher Elkaim, Dovid Enkin, Shimon Felder, Elazar Garfunkel, Meir 
Simcha Golub, Dovid Grossmann, Avrom Grunfeld, Shmuly Kaplan, Eli Katz, Nesanel Katz, Yosef Zalman Kozak, Chaim Krupnik, Eli 
Reichmann, Elchonon Zev Rosen, Yisroel Meir Rothstein, Nosson Meyer Rubanov, Kalman Rubner, Boruch Ber Rudner, Meir Simcha 
Schuster, Dvir Shukroon, Yehuda Spivak, Yosef Ullman, Eli Meir Weiss, Meir Wiesenfeld, Yehuda Zauderer, Ari Zimmerman; Yeshiva 

Yesodei HaTorah; Toronto, ON. 
Grade 8 –  Dovi Nitekman, Zev Weinberg; Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Yisroel Bloch, Yaakov Zev Greenfield; Yeshivas Chofetz 
Chaim (TA); Moshe Kraines, Aharon Markowitz, Yitzchok Rayman; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Yitzchok Friedman, Pesach 
Gartenhaus, Yonah Zev Gewirtzman, Boruch Ber Landau, Simcha Zissel Levovitz, Yitzchok Avraham Perlstein, Yehoshua Mattisyahu 
Rockove, Moshe Rubinfeld, Yehoshua Heschel Schamovic, Michel Yehuda Schustal, Moishe Schwarcz; Lakewood Cheder School; Avraham 
Rupp; Yeshiva Even Yisroel; Meir Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Avrohom Chaim Toplan; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; 
Brooklyn, NY; Yitzchok Teichman; Bais Mikroh; Monsey, NY; Dovid Anhang, Avraham Berkowitz, Chaim Asher Bitterman, Nochum Brodsky, 
Avraham Chaim Buksbaum, Moshe Bursztyn, Eliezer Czermak, Mordechai Menachem Dworetsky, Dovid Feldman, Yechiel Frankel, Gershon 
Gartenhaus, Yosef Greenberg, Menachem Gross, Meir Kestenbaum, Raham Kotliarov, Shmuel Yosef Labkovsky, Yaakov Lindo, Eli Marder, 
Shmuli Meisels, Moshe Yisroel Merzel, Yiddle Milevsky, Gavriel Oberstein, Raphael Pavel, Yerucham Rothenberg, Levi Simcha Sachs, Meir 

Simon, David Turtel; Yeshiva Yesodei HaTorah; Toronto, ON.



  

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד ,תַּ

In 1968, when  ר׳ אַבְרָהָם אַבָא לײַפעֶר
״ל צַּ  the Pittsburgher Rebbe, turned 50 years ,זַּ
old, he decided to emigrate to אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל. He 
came with ׁת נֶפֶש  ,חֲסִידִים leaving behind ,מְסִירַּ
his father’s קְהִלָה, and several married children, 
but he felt he had a new mission to fulfill.

While deciding where to settle, the 
Rebbe had a dream in which he envisioned a 
Sephardi חָכָם dressed all in white, standing by 
the ocean. “I am פְרוּט אי אִבְן שַּׁ  חָכָם the ”,חִסְדַּ
said. “Come to אַשְׁדוֹד and bring Jews back to 
יִם שָׁמַּ קוֹדֶשׁ into חוֹל You must turn the .אָבִינוּ שֶׁבַּ
.” The Rebbe later learned that  אי אִבְן חִסְדַּ
פְרוּט  ,גְאוֹנִים who lived in the time of the ,שַּׁ
brought an entire city to תְשׁוּבָה, and was 

responsible for bringing תוֹרָה from the יְשִׁיבוֹת in 
ר׳  to Spain by making (פוּמְבְדִיתָא and סוּרָא) בָבֶל
 in רָב the (חֲכְמֵי בָבֶל from the) מֺשֶׁה בֶן חֲנוֹךְ
Cordova.

When ר׳ אַבְרָהָם אַבָא first moved to 
 its inhabitants were almost entirely ,אַשְׁדוֹד
made up of traditional immigrants from India, 
North Africa, and the former Soviet Union, with 
little תוֹרָה learning in the city. ר׳ אַבְרָהָם אַבָא 
built up after school programs for the children 
and started monthly שִׁעוּרֵי תוֹרָה for adults. He 
used to go from shul to shul every בָת  to שַּׁ
encourage people to wear their לִיתוֹת  home טַּ
after davening and infuse the city with an 
atmosphere of בָת ת שַּׁ שַּׁ  .קְדֻּ

If the Rebbe noticed litter on the 

street he would pick it up and then throw it into 
a garbage can, saying that all of us have the 
responsibility to keep אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל clean. He later 
explained that he also had a deeper intention. 
In his heart he would ask ד׳ to remove the 
spiritual impurity from אַשְׁדוֹד as well. Today, 
almost 50 years later, אַשְׁדוֹד is one of the 
fastest growing centers of תוֹרָה in אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל.  
 My לְמִיד  taught how ר׳ אַבְרָהָם אַבָא ,תַּ
with single minded  determination, constant 
 and boundless love for all Jews, one תְפִלוֹת
person can change his entire city forever.

יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
,בְיְדִידוּת Your רֶבִי

A letter from a Rebbi based on interviews

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

מָא:   ת עִנְיָנֵי דְי�וֹ הִלְכ�וֹ
רָה  �וּר-עֲשָׂ עֲנִית צִבוּ תוַּ

טֵבֵת בוְּ

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

• Except for אָב עָה בְׁ שְׁ פּוּר and תִּ עֲלוֹת  all fasts begin at ,יוֹם כִּ
 It is important to note that one must not start to .הַשָחַר
eat זוֹנוֹת within one half פַּת or מְׁ hour before עֲלוֹת.

• If one is weak and needs to eat before עֲלוֹת, one must 
make a נַאי  before going to sleep at night that he intends תְׁ
to eat before עֲלוֹת.

ContestThe 10th International Pirchei שמו"ת
ץ שְנָתַיִם יָמִים   אשִית מא:א(… וַיְהִי מִקֵּ )בְרֵּ

And it happened at the end of two years … 
He [ד׳] sets a limit to the darkness. It was decreed that ף  יוֹסֵּ

should spend a specific amount of time in the darkness of prison. 
When   the   time   period   reached   its   end,   פַרְעֹה   dreamt   his   
dream (אשִית רַבָה מט:א .(בְרֵּ

After successfully interpreting the dream of the שַר הַמַשְקִים 
(the king’s butler), ף  mention him in a שַר הַמַשְקִים asked that the יוֹסֵּ
favorable way before פַרְעֹה, but the שַר הַמַשְקִים did nothing and ף  יוֹסֵּ
remained in prison for two more years. This was a punishment from 
Heaven for ף .s having placed his trust in a human being’יוֹסֵּ

For the average person, ף  s behavior would have been’יוֹסֵּ
perfectly acceptable; one is required to engage in הִשְתַדְלוּת, personal 
effort, in any situation, and place his trust in ד׳ to bring about the 
desired result. However, ף הַצַדִיק  was not an average person. He יוֹסֵּ
survived alone in the sinful land of Egypt only because he was aware 
of ד׳’s Presence, at every instant. On his spiritual level, ף  should יוֹסֵּ
have relied completely on ד׳ to rescue him from prison.

We can rest assured that throughout those two additional 
years in prison, ף  ד׳ ,remained firm in his belief that, ultimately יוֹסֵּ
would rescue him from his plight. In the end, the same person who 
had chosen to forget ף  פַרְעֹה was forced to speak of him after יוֹסֵּ
dreamt his own disturbing dreams.

One can never know from where ד׳’s salvation will come. 
Sometimes the very means that seem to have failed will ultimately 
bring about the salvation one awaits.

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞
Aharon had failed again. It was the umpteenth time he had 

spoken to his father about throwing out the television. Aharon and 
his family lived in יְרוּשָלַיִם where the מְתִיבְתָא he attended was one of 
the best. He was a striving ן תוֹרָה  and as his appreciation and thirst בֶּ
for תוֹרָה grew, so did his understanding of the negative influence of 
television and other modern technology.

He had given up watching television long ago, but it pained 
him that his siblings and parents still watched it. His fine, well

meaning parents maintained that they had grown up with a television 
in their home and did not see how they could live without it.

In desperation, Aharon spoke to the מַשְגִיחַ רוּחָנִי of his 
י בְרַק suggested that he travel to מַשְגִיחַ  The .יְשִיבָה  and request a בְנֵּ
 from the Steipler Gaon. Aharon wasted no time in following בְרָכָה
through with this idea. Since the Steipler was hard of hearing, Aharon 
wrote down his request to present to the צַדִיק.

The Steipler was in his final years. He was receiving visitors 
late at night, after a day of ceaseless learning and davening. Aharon 
took his place in the line that had formed outside the Steipler’s small 
study. As Aharon’s turn drew near, one of the Steipler’s grandsons 
appeared and announced, “I am sorry, but my grandfather has fallen 
asleep at the table. This sometimes happens these days. He will not 
be receiving any more visitors tonight.”

Very disappointed, he made his way to the taxi stand for 
the ride back to יְרוּשָלַיִם. Aharon arrived home physically exhausted 
and emotionally drained. He removed his coat and jacket, recited 
עַל הַמִטָה  .and fell asleep קְרִיאַת שְמַע שֶּ

After davening the next morning, he approached the  ַמַשְגִיח 
and related his disappointing journey. The  ַמַשְגִיח told him not to 
despair and said he would try to arrange a private appointment for 
him.

While he was learning with his חַבְרוּתָא, he was told he had 
a  phone  call.  Surprised  to  hear  his  father’s  voice,  he  asked,  “Is 
everything okay?”

“Yes,” he replied, but Aharon detected that his father was 
overcome  with  emotion.  “I  just  wanted  to  let  you  know  what 
happened this morning. When Ima went to tidy up your room, she 
found a note that must have fallen out of your pocket last night. The 
note said: כְבוֹד הָרַב, Please give me a בְרָכָה that my parents should be 
granted the wisdom to realize the harm that television is causing 
them and their children.

“Aharon,” his father said in a voice choked with tears, “your 
note has moved us very much. We are throwing out the television.”

Adapted from: Living the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

Note-Worthy
This week 8 of our 10th Annual Pirchei Newsletter International גּוּם אֶחָד תַרְׁ רָא וְׁ נַיִם מִקְׁ .contest שְׁ
In ים ,(חוֹבֶרֶת כ״ו תשע״ה:י) סֵפֶר אוֹר הַשַבָת  For .פָרָשָה was questioned regarding a child reviewing only part of a זַצַ״ל Kanievsky ר׳ חַיּׅ

וָה a child must normally fulfill the complete ,חִנּוּךְ גּוּם Regarding .מִצְׁ אֶחָד תַרְׁ רָא וְׁ נַיִם מִקְׁ ים ,שְׁ  was of the opinion that a child should be ר׳ חַיּׅ
trained “אַט אַט לְׁ  3rd grade (8+) ,שֵנִי until פָרָשָה Contest: 1st and 2nd grade (6+) should complete the שוֹבָבִים in stages, similar to our — ”לְׁ
until לִישִי בִיעִי 4th grade (9+) until ,שְׁ י 5th grade (10+) until  ,רְׁ  7th and 8th grades (12+) complete the entire ,שִשִי 6th grade (11+) until ,חֲמִיש ִ
 .פָרָשָה

Is your school or city represented in the Pirchei International גּוּם אֶחָד תַרְׁ רָא וְׁ נַיִם מִקְׁ  contest? Every week is a new opportunity שְׁ
to enter this raffle! Any week you and your school can join and become part of this amazing קִדּוּש ד׳. You can be part of hundreds of the 
children who are igniting the world with the כוּתְז  of this unique וָה גוּדָּה אַחַתֲא as an מִצְׁ ! 

It is not too late to enter the contest. To become a part of this amazing קִדּוּש ד׳, please send a weekly fax to 718 506 9633 or 
email to shnayimmikracontest@gmail.com signed by a parent – include your grade, name, school, city, state, zip, contact and fax #, and 
which פָרָשָה. 

The list of contestants as of press time for first 7 weeks of the contest are:
Grade 1 – Yeshaya Gewirtz; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Baltimore, MD; Dovid Geisler; Lakewood Cheder School; Chaim Schneider; 

Yeshiva Ohr Yehuda; Lakewood, NJ.
Grade 2 – Boruch Greenfield; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim (TA); Baltimore, MD; Zev Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ.
Grade 3 – Eli Mark, Elie Sadwin, Ephraim Silver; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Baltimore, MD; Mordechai Shmuel Fisher; Talmud Torah 

Ohr Moshe; Menache Salb; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Asher Epstein; Fallsburg Cheder; Fallsburg, NY.
Grade 4 (UK) – Asher Yochanan Herskine; Keser Torah Boys School; Gateshead, UK.
Grade 4 – Ari Nachman Wheeler; Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Dovid Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Yaakov 
Mordechai Fulda, Yisroel Meir Ganz; Siach Yitzchok; Far Rockaway, NY; Nochum Shimon Brown, Elisha Daniel, Simcha Leib Deal, Nosson 
Tzvi Gewirtz, Mordechai Gold, Yehuda Gross, Elisha Iskowitz, Ahron Katz, Elan Levi, Zev Schonkopf, Yehuda Shafran, Moshe Solomon, 

Raphie Weiss; Yeshiva Ketana of Long Island; Inwood, NY.
Grade 5 – Yosef Shalom Stern; Yeshiva Ketana of LA; Los Angeles, CA; Ari Gale, Shmuel Yaakov Herzog, Matis Mintz, Yossi Newman,  
Yisroel Novice, Shua Rubin, Baruch Silver, Meir Yehuda, Tzvi Zakem; Yeshiva Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Yehuda Frieman, Kalman Hefter, Chaim 
Katz, Daniel Kraines, Naftali Kraines, Zevi Minkin, Yaakov Pianko, Eliyahu Rayman; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Yehuda 
Lazarowitz; Yeshivas M’kor Boruch; Passaic, NJ; Avraham Abba Freedman; Yeshivas Derech HaTorah; Cleveland, OH; Yitzchok Binder; 

Yeshiva Yesodei HaTorah; Toronto, ON.
Grade 6 – Yaakov Eliyahu Naiman, Amrom Novice; Yeshiva Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Elazar Meir Dashevsky, Yoel Goldstein, Nachshon 
Grayman, Menachem Marcus, Akiva Morris, Reuven Newman, Yakov Newmark, Aaron David Richards, Yehuda Rubin, Noach Salzberg, Avi 
Scherer, Dovi Shulman, Shlomo Steinharter, Baruch Tessler; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Zecharia Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas 
Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Meshilem Zev Fisher; Talmud Torah Ohr Moshe; Brooklyn, NY; Betzalel Alter, Shaul Geller, Yaakov Kaminsky, 
Avrohom Lehman, Moshe Miller, Avrohom Boruch Rottenberg, Menachem Spira; Yeshiva Bais Dovid; Monsey, NY; Meir Tzvi Handelsman, 
Shmuel Hirsch, Mordechai Isaacs, Naftali Kestenbaum, Shmuel Kestenbaum, Yona Krongold, Aaron Kuznicki, Yosef Yitzchock Lifshits, 
Menachem Lipsett, Elazar Malaib, Yosef Shalom Merzel, Shraga Nathan, Shimon Yehuda Ochs, Yaakov Ouzzan, Elazar Pam, Refoel Moshe 
Paretzky, Eliezer Reiss, Yaakov Nosson Rosen, Yonah Schaumer, Pinny Scheinberg, Eliezer Schloss, Dovid Silberstein, Ephraim Silver, Eliyahu 

Simon, Yitzi Sobel, Naftuli Weiss, Dovid Yavorsky, Yaakov Yefet; Yeshiva Yesodei HaTorah; Toronto, ON.
Grade 7 – Avinoam Glass; Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Menachem Gale; Yeshiva Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Shalom Barth, Betzalel 
Cohen, Daniel Herman, Shraga Kraines, Akiva Krohn, Chaim Newmark, Yaakov Paige, Yaakov Tzvi Rayman, Eliezer Dov Saitowitz, Akiva 
Asher Shafranovich; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Yaakov Heitner; Cheder D’Monsey; Spring Valley, NY; Tzvi Alon, Yehuda Belsky, 
Mordechai Eliyahu Braun, Binyomin Cohen, Mordechai Sender Colman, Asher Elkaim, Dovid Enkin, Shimon Felder, Elazar Garfunkel, Meir 
Simcha Golub, Dovid Grossmann, Avrom Grunfeld, Shmuly Kaplan, Eli Katz, Nesanel Katz, Yosef Zalman Kozak, Chaim Krupnik, Eli 
Reichmann, Elchonon Zev Rosen, Yisroel Meir Rothstein, Nosson Meyer Rubanov, Kalman Rubner, Boruch Ber Rudner, Meir Simcha 
Schuster, Dvir Shukroon, Yehuda Spivak, Yosef Ullman, Eli Meir Weiss, Meir Wiesenfeld, Yehuda Zauderer, Ari Zimmerman; Yeshiva 

Yesodei HaTorah; Toronto, ON. 
Grade 8 –  Dovi Nitekman, Zev Weinberg; Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Yisroel Bloch, Yaakov Zev Greenfield; Yeshivas Chofetz 
Chaim (TA); Moshe Kraines, Aharon Markowitz, Yitzchok Rayman; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Yitzchok Friedman, Pesach 
Gartenhaus, Yonah Zev Gewirtzman, Boruch Ber Landau, Simcha Zissel Levovitz, Yitzchok Avraham Perlstein, Yehoshua Mattisyahu 
Rockove, Moshe Rubinfeld, Yehoshua Heschel Schamovic, Michel Yehuda Schustal, Moishe Schwarcz; Lakewood Cheder School; Avraham 
Rupp; Yeshiva Even Yisroel; Meir Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Avrohom Chaim Toplan; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; 
Brooklyn, NY; Yitzchok Teichman; Bais Mikroh; Monsey, NY; Dovid Anhang, Avraham Berkowitz, Chaim Asher Bitterman, Nochum Brodsky, 
Avraham Chaim Buksbaum, Moshe Bursztyn, Eliezer Czermak, Mordechai Menachem Dworetsky, Dovid Feldman, Yechiel Frankel, Gershon 
Gartenhaus, Yosef Greenberg, Menachem Gross, Meir Kestenbaum, Raham Kotliarov, Shmuel Yosef Labkovsky, Yaakov Lindo, Eli Marder, 
Shmuli Meisels, Moshe Yisroel Merzel, Yiddle Milevsky, Gavriel Oberstein, Raphael Pavel, Yerucham Rothenberg, Levi Simcha Sachs, Meir 

Simon, David Turtel; Yeshiva Yesodei HaTorah; Toronto, ON.



Rabbi Hirschel Kaplan had a unique 
classroom management technique…

Rabbi Kaplan slowly rubbed his back 
against the names on the blackboard.

Slowly, the boys names were 
erased by Rabbi Kaplan’s Jacket.

When the menahel left the classroom, 
Rabbi Kaplan explained himself.

The menahel, Rabbi Dovid Stern, usually 
called Dr. Stern, unexpectedly walked in…

…So boys let’s 
review what was 

learned last week… 
Walter let’s begin…

Good Walter, 
now, Nosson, 

please can you 
answer why…

Hmm! Hmm! Good 
morning, Dr. 

Stern!

Kinderlach! Names 
on our classroom 

blackboard are for the 
class and the Rebbe 

only…

5645 - 5729  1884 - 1969  ct ojbn wu

רְדְכַי was born in Yeremitz, a small village near Mir, Belarus, to ר׳ צְבִי ]העֶרשׁל[ הַכֹּהֵן  הֶנְיָּא and ר׳ אֵלִיָּהוּ מָּ
Kaplan. In his formative years, he learned in a local חֵדֶר and with his father who was a respected 
ם כָּ ה and ,בַעַל קוֹרֵא ,מוֹהֵל ,תַלְמִיד חָּ אִים for the בַעַל תְפִלָּ  later went to learn in Mir, where he ר׳ צְבִי .יָּמִים נוֹרָּ
received his ה ה He then opened a .סְמִיכָּ  in Gorodishetz which lasted 6 years until the outbreak תַלְמוּד תוֹרָּ
on WWI when he had to flee to the Ukraine. During this period he married יְהוּדִית Machtaia [her father 
was later a beloved רֶבִי in Harlem Yeshiva]. In 1922, he returned to Mir with his family and reopened the 
ה ב immigrated to New York with his family of 5 children in 1924 on a visa as a ר׳ צְבִי .תַלְמוּד תוֹרָּ  After 2 .רָּ
years of נוּת דַעַת he joined ,רַבָּ ה וָּ ה תוֹרָּ א specializing in ,רֶבִי serving as the 6th grade ,יְשִׁיבָּ רָּ לַת הַגְמָּ  הַתְחָּ
classes for over 25 years. He was a beloved רֶבִי and א  that are תַלְמִידִים who molded בַעַל דִקְדוּק נִפְלָּ
among the greatest מְחַנְכִים and ה  ר׳ שְׁמוּאֵל פֶסַח ,in America today. His 3 sons-in-law מַרְבִיצֵי תוֹרָּ

Bogomilsky, הֵן רוּךְ Katzman, and ר׳ אָשֵׁר הַכֹּ נִים Kahan, were all ר׳ בָּ ה and רַבָּ  .מַרְבִיצֵי תוֹרָּ

I placed names on 
the board as a reminder 

for boys to improve 
their behavior, but not to 
embarrass them in front 

of the menahel!

Rabbi Kaplan, I am 
doing my rounds 

early today… I have an 
important appointment 

in my office later…

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

ר׳  was born in Krula, Hungary, to ר׳ אַבְרָהָם אַבָא לײַפעֶר זַצַ״ל
 In 1928, the family relocated to .שָרָה טוֹבָה and יוֹסֵף
Pittsburgh, PA. In 1930, he went to learn in the יבוֹת  of יְשִׁ

Rakhiv (Ukraine) and Székelyhíd (Romania). At age 17, he received יכָה  .סְמִׁ
He married רָחֵל (daughter of  יתָמָר  Rosenbaum of Nadvorna) in 1939. In ר׳ אִׁ
1947, he succeeded in leaving Communist Romania and relocated to 
Newark, NJ, where he served as רָב from 1950 1966 until his father’s ירָה  .פְטִׁ
He then returned to Pittsburgh, filling his father’s place for 2 years, before 
emigrating to שְרָאֵל  and with ,תּוֹרָה a city bereft of ,אַשְדוֹד He settled in .אֶרֶץ יִׁ
his שְרָאֵל ם and אַהֲבַת הַתּוֹרָה ,אַהֲבַת יִׁ רְאַת שָמַיִׁ  he energized the city with ,יִׁ
עוּרֵי תּוֹרָה .אֱמוּנַת אַבְרָהָם He authored .שִׁ

 י' טבת 
5678 – 5750 
1918 – 1990 

Towards the end of his life,  ר׳ אַבְרָהָם אַבָא
 חֲסִידִים visited Antwerp. His לײַפעֶר זַצַ״ל
arranged to take the רֶבִי for a medical 
examination by one of the top doctors in 
the world, planning to pay his exorbitant 
fee. After the exam, the doctor refused 
to take payment for his efforts,  saying, 
“Any man in his sickly condition should be 
depressed with such pain, yet I never met a 
happier person in my life! If he can be so 
happy while being so sick, then he must be a very holy 
person. I can’t take a penny from such a holy man!” 

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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אשִית מא:א(  ץ שְנָתַיִם יָמִים )בְרֵּ  וַיְהִי מִקֵּ
It happened at the end of two years 

טַחוֹ  ם ד׳ מִבְׁ ר שָׂ ר אֲשֶּ בֶּ רֵי הַגֶּ  Praiseworthy is the man who — אַשְׁ
has made ד׳ his trust — .ף ף this is — זֶה יוֹסֵּ בִים .יוֹסֵּ הָׂ ל רְׁ ה אֶּ נָׂ לאֺ פָׂ  And — וְׁ
turned not to the arrogant (תְהִלִים מ:ה),  י שֶאָמַר לְשַר הַמַשְקִים עַל יְדֵּ
ף because — זְכַרְתַנִי וְהִזְכַרְתַנִי  ,[wine butler] שַר הַמַשְקִים told the יוֹסֵּ
‘remember me … and mention me to אשִית מ:יד] ’,פַרְעֺה י  [בְרֵּ ף לוֹ שְתֵּ נִתוֹסֵּ
אשִית רַבָה פט:ג) two years were added to his term in prison — שָנִים .(בְרֵּ

Much has been written about this מִדְרָש, which seems to 
contradict itself. Was ף  or (ד׳ literally, master of trust in) בַעַל בִטָחוֹן a יוֹסֵּ
not? If he is the embodiment of the פָסוּק in תְהִלִים praising the man 
who has made ד׳ his trust, why did he display a lack of בִטָחוֹן by 
soliciting the help of the שַר הַמַשְקִים?

This issue can be understood through a clarification of what 
 is and what it is not. Rav Pam would explain it with the following בִטָחוֹן
story. An acquaintance of his owned a factory that produced neckties. 
After WWII, this man hired some concentration camp survivors as his 
employees and taught them the trade. When one of his workers 
decided to open his own necktie manufacturing business, he offered 
the worker technical assistance. Not only did he not look at the former 
worker as a threat to his own livelihood, but he also did everything 
possible to help him make a living. He firmly believed that ד׳ would 
give them both sufficient פַרְנָסָה. He was also certain that his selfless 
act of חֶסֶד would open up the Divine storehouse of חֶסֶד on his behalf.

The חֲזוֹן אִיש, in אֱמוּנָה וּבִטָחוֹן, explains that while there are 

different levels of הִשְתַדְלוּת required of a בַעַל בִטָחוֹן, some types of 
 After .בִטָחוֹן are absolutely worthless and display a lack of הִשְתַדְלוּת
brilliantly explaining the strange dreams of פַרְעֺה’s chief baker and wine 
butler, ף  to “put in a good word” for him to שַר הַמַשְקִים asked the יוֹסֵּ
ף ,Of course .פַרְעֺה  realized that his salvation was totally in the hands יוֹסֵּ
of ד׳. Nonetheless, in order not to rely on a miracle, he felt that 
 If so, why .שַר הַמַשְקִים required him to enlist the help of the הִשְתַדְלוּת
was ף ?punished so severely for doing so יוֹסֵּ

The חֲזוֹן אִיש explains that the שַר הַמַשְקִים was a רָהָב, a 
wicked, haughty, selfish person from whom no good could be 
expected. ף  should not have turned to such an arrogant person for יוֹסֵּ
assistance, as this was an improper gesture of הִשְתַדְלוּת for a בַעַל בִטָחוֹן 
like ף .יוֹסֵּ

This, he explains, was the fault noted by the מִדְרָש in the 
conduct of the great ף ,בַעַל בִטָחוֹן ף .יוֹסֵּ  had already languished in יוֹסֵּ
prison for ten years and the experience had not crushed him as it 
would have a lesser person. His strong בִטָחוֹן gave him the strength to 
endure this trial and not surrender to despair or give up hope of ever 
seeing the light of freedom again.

ץ  is חֲנכָֻה The lesson of .שַבָת חֲנכָֻה is usually read on פָרָשַת מִקֵּ
that, as the (סוֹטָה מ״ט:) גְמָרָא puts it, we can only rely on our Father in 
Heaven to redeem us from our צָרוֹת.

May we be ה .to this speedily and in our days זוֹכֶּ
Adapted from: Shabbos with Rav Pam (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

פרשה:  מקץ     הפטרה: ויקץ שלמה והנה חלום... )מלכים א ג:טו-ד:א(

דף יומי: בבא קמא מ״ד

ותן טל ומטר לברכה     ברכי נפשי )שבת מנחה(

PIRCHEI 


