
One  late Thursday night, in the beis medrash 
of yeshivas Toras moshe in yerushalayim…

After the man completed his 
rounds in the bais hamedrash…

One kind Yerushalmi couple had a special 
‘leil shishi’ (Thursday night) custom…

what a great zechus 
this is for my wife and 
me to give nourishment 
to these holy yeshiva 

bochurim!

huh? Rebbi, if you 
weren’t planning to eat 
the kugel why did you 

take a piece?

Tonight I will review this sugya 
for my Friday shiur on Arachin and 
prepare for the Shabbos shmuess 
from R’ Shimshon Pinkus’s Shabbos 

Malkasa…

Rav Twersky, Can 
I please offer the 
rov a piece of my 

wife’s kugel?

cherished bochur, 
please take a piece 

of my wife’s hot 
yerushalmi kugel!…

Avi, can I 
please offer you 

a hot piece of 
kugel?
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ה הי״ד ר born in Boston, MA, to ,ר׳ מֹשֶׁ  Twersky. In his formative years he עֲטָרָה and (רָב town) ר׳ יִצְחָק אָשֵׁ
Was greatly influenced by both of his grandfathers. His paternal grandfather, ר׳ מְשוּלָם Twersky זַצַ״ל 
(the Talner Rebbe), instilled in him the warmth of the Chernobyl roots. His maternal grandfather,  ר׳
ף דוֹב  took the young boy under his wings from the age of 8 years old and זַצַ״ל Soloveitchik יוֹסֵׁ
imbibed him with the Brisker ךְ הַלִמּוּד רֶׁ ה .R' Abba Berman’s daughter ,בּאַשָא In 1980, he married  .דֶׁ  then ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
went to BMG in Lakewood, NJ, learning under R’ Shnuer Kotler זַצַ״ל. A few months later, the young 
couple moved to Monsey, where he joined the Brisker Kollel for 4 years, before immigrating to  ץ רֶׁ אֶׁ
ל ה In 1992, at the behest of his cousin, R' Moshe Meiselman, he joined the staff of .יִשְרָאֵׁ  ,יְשִיבַת תּוֹרַת מֹשֶׁ
where he served as a מַגִיד שִעוּר for over 20 years and was revered as a prince in both תּוֹרָה and  מִדּוֹת
ה His modesty hid many of .טוֹבוֹת  s amazing accomplishments, but it was clear to all that he’ר׳ מֹשֶׁ

constantly strove to grow in עֲבוֹדַת ד׳ and lived and died עַל קִדּוּש ד׳. 

When someone has 
such a burning desire 
to do chessed, how 
can I not accept it?!

Of course, 
thank you so 

much!

Of course, thank 
you so much! Please 
could you place it 
on this shtender!

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

R' Arye Leib Bakst זַצַ״ל was born to  ַע הי״דר׳ יַעֲקֹב יְהוֹשֻׁ , town 
 in Daltish, Lithuania. At the age of 9, he went to learn רָב
under R' Neiman in Lida. After his בַר מִצְוָה, he went to  יְשִיבַת

 ר׳ בָרוּךְ בעֶר from שִעוּרִים to Vilna, hearing יְשִיבָה R' Bakst followed the .מִיר
Leibowitz זַצַ״ל and the Brisker רָב. During WWII, he miraculously escaped to 
Shanghai along with יְשִיבַת מִיר. In 1946, he married ר  'daughter of R ,אֶסְתֵּ
Rogov, רָב of Sainy, Lithuania. They immigrated to the USA and moved to 
Detroit, where R' Bakst served as a ראֹש יְשִיבָה of ית יְהוּדָה  ,In 1985 .יְשִיבָה בֵּ
he founded יְשִיבָה גְדוֹלָה עֲטֶרֶת מָרְדְכַי, serving as ראֹש יְשִיבָה for over fifty 
years. R' Bakst was a beacon of light for the community; the people cleaved 
to him and his exuberant אַהֲבַת הַתוֹרָה.

 י״ד טבת 
5675 – 5764 
1915 – 2004 

R' Aryeh Leib Bakst זַצַ״ל, in his קוֹל אַרְיֵה ,סֵפֶר, 
defines the dedication of a יבָה בָחוּר  It" .יְשִׁ
is not defined so much by the fervor 
with which he learns during the regular 
hours in יבָה  which he is obligated to ,יְשִׁ
do, but by what he does with his time 
during his ים  How does he use .בֵין הַזְמַנִׁ
his 'free' time? Does he plan exactly what 
he is going to learn?" This idea applies not 
only to a יבָה בָחוּר  We are all defined by the .יְשִׁ
way we spend our 'free' time! 

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.

בס״ד
Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of AmericaLearning from our Leaders

בס״ד

Agudas Yisroel of America

)בְרֵאשִית מה:כז(… וַתְחִי רוּחַ יַעֲקֺב … וַיַרְא אֶת הָעֲגָלוֹת אֲשֶר שָלַח יוֹסֵף … 
And יַעֲקֺב saw the wagons יוֹסֵף had sent … and the spirit of 

.was revived יַעֲקֺב
Before יַעֲקֺב would allow himself to accept the news that his 

long lost son יוֹסֵף was alive and was now the viceroy of Egypt, he 
needed some solid proof. 

According to the מִדְרָש, the wagons יוֹסֵף had sent to 
transport יַעֲקֺב to Egypt were really a hint to the סוּגְיָא they had 
discussed privately on the last day they had seen each other —  עֶגְלָה
 ;עֶגְלָה related to the word ,עֲגָלָה The Hebrew word for wagon is) .עֲרוּפָה
both words share the same plural עֲגָלוֹת.) This was the sign that fully 
convinced יַעֲקֺב and revived his spirits. Why, indeed, was this such a 
conclusive proof? 

During the time of the Vilna Gaon, there was a woman 
whose husband vanished without a trace. She was left a living widow, 
unable to remarry because her husband might still be alive.

Thirty years passed, and then one fine day a man appeared 
on her doorstep and declared, “My dear wife, I’m back!” Then he told 
her a pitiful story about what had kept him from returning. Perhaps 
this was her husband. Yet, she was not sure. 

“Test me,” the man said. “Ask me any question about our life 
together. See if I know the answers.”

She asked him a lot of questions, and he seemed to have all 
the right answers. He knew all about their respective families, wedding 
day, etc.; still, she remained doubtful. She sought the advice of the  בֵית

 He was very convincing, and yet, his wife was not convinced. What .דִין
should they do? The people believed the man, but his wife refused to 
talk to him. They sought the counsel of the Vilna Gaon.

“Take the man to shul,” said the Gaon. “See if he knows 
where his  ַמָקוֹם קָבוּע, usual seat, is.”

They took him to the shul and asked him to point to his seat. 
The man hemmed and hawed, but it was obvious that he could not do 
it. Then he broke down and admitted that he had learned all the 
information from the husband whom he had befriended many years 
earlier. A few months later, the true husband came home, and the 
wife accepted him immediately. 

The ‘miracle’ of the Vilna Gaon was the talk of the town, but 
he explained his reasoning. “If this man was an impostor, he was far 
from a צַדִיק. Such a person would seek out all sorts of details to ‘prove’ 
his identity, but it would not occur to him to find out about the holy 
matters. I asked that you question him about a דָבָר שֶבְקְדֻשָה to test his 
knowledge of such a matter.”

Similarly, יַעֲקֺב knew that if the man claiming to be יוֹסֵף was 
an impostor, he might have extracted all sorts of information from the 
real יוֹסֵף. But יַעֲקֺב also knew that it would never occur to a faker to ask 
which סוּגְיָא he and יַעֲקֺב had last been  discussing. When יוֹסֵף referred 
to the סוּגְיָא of יַעֲקֺב ,עֶגְלָה עֲרוּפָה was now fully convinced that he had 
indeed found his long lost son.

Adapted from: Rabbi Frand on the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

פרשה:  ויגש     הפטרה: ...ואתה בן אדם... )יחזקאל לז:טו-כח(

דף יומי: בבא קמא נ״א

ותן טל ומטר לברכה     ברכי נפשי )שבת מנחה(
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FocusonMiddos
Dear  לְמִיד ,תַּ

״ל R' Leib Bakst ,ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה צַּ  would ,זַּ
become visibly upset when he would hear תוֹרָה 
thoughts which he believed were incorrect.

Once, at a חֲתֻנָה, R' Bakst was sitting 
next to the Mirrer ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה, R' Shmuel 
Berenbaum, ״ל צַּ  The discussion between the .זַּ
two לְמִידֵי חֲכָמִים  immediately turned to trying תַּ
to understand an interesting concept that 
appears in a few places in ״ס קֵר of שַּׁ ה לִי לְשַּׁ  ,מַּ
Let us believe what we are hearing from this 
person 'because' he has no incentive to tell this 
lie. R' Shmuel offered his explanation with a 
complex סְבָרָה, but R' Bakst would not accept 
the logic.

The discussion quickly turned into a 

full fledged argument. Both raised their voices 
as they tried to explain their thoughts. It was as 
if they were in the ׁבֵית מִדְרָש. Their arguments 
were loud, and both of the רָאשֵׁי יְשִׁיבָה were 
waving their hands excitedly. At one point in 
the heated argument, R' Bakst rose from his 
seat, threatening to walk away. He returned 
and begged the ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה to explain the logic 
of his ט  ,R' Berenbaum repeated his thought .פְשַּׁ
but R' Bakst would not budge and exclaimed 
loudly, "…But what is your logic?" He then 
turned his chair away to face the other 
direction. A moment later, R' Bakst turned back 
and they continue arguing.

The dancing began and it was not 
long before the two רָאשֵׁי יְשִׁיבָה danced 

together in the center circle. Hand in hand, 
they danced in order to be מֵח  The .חָתָן the מְשַּ
obvious admiration they had for each other was 
clear to the onlookers.
 My לְמִיד ״ל ,תַּ זַּ מְתָה  teach us that חַּ מִלְחַּ
ל תוֹרָה  arguing in learning, creates and forges ,שֶׁׁ
friendship. Can you figure out why? Both 
people have the same goal — ֹן ד׳ וְתוֹרָתו עַּ  for ,לְמַּ
 The same is true .תוֹרָה and for the love of His ד׳
with a בִי  .or father who is learning with a child רֶׁ
Both the בִי  and father want to see the child רֶׁ
being successful; therefore, the more they 
learn together, the stronger the bond.

       יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
בִי Your                        ,בְיְדִידוּת  רֶׁ

Story adapted from: Yated Ne’eman (with kind permission)

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

נַיִם מִקְרָא  ת שְׁ הִלְכ�וֹ
�וּם רְ�וּ ְ�אֶחָד תוַּ

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

• One may read the entire סִדְרָה twice followed by the 
entire רְגּוּם .תַּ

• One may read until the end of each פָרָשָה twice followed 

by the corresponding רְגּוּם  There is no difference .תַּ
between a פָרָשָה that is סְתוּמָה (ends with a ס in the חוּמָש) or פְתוּחָה 
(ends with a פ in the חוּמָש). This was the מִנְהָג of the קָדוֹש .שְלָ״ה הַּ

ContestThe 10th International Pirchei שמו"ת
שָמַנִי  אֱלֹקִים  לְאָדוֹן …  מַהֲרוּ  וַעֲלוּ  אֶל  אָבִי  וַאֲמַרְתֶם  אֵלָיו  כֹּה  אָמַר  בִנְךָ  
 לְכָל  מִצְרָיִם  רְדָה  אֵלַי  אַל  תַעֲמֹּד. )בְרֵאשִית מה:ט(

 Hurry — go up to my father and [:said to his brothers יוֹסֵף]
say to him, “So said your son Yosef: ‘G d has made me master of all 
Egypt. Come down to me; do not delay.’”

Hurry — So that he will not suffer any additional pain (
.(סְפוּרְנוֹ

For 22 years ּיַעֲקֹּב אָבִינו lived with the pain and anguish 
which stemmed from his belief that his beloved son יוֹסֵף was dead. 
Why did יוֹסֵף not send his father a message that he was alive and well 
as soon as he was freed from prison and appointed viceroy of Egypt? 
According to יוֹסֵף ,רַמְבַ״ן considered his dreams about his father/
brothers bowing before him to be נְבוּאוֹת, prophecies. יוֹסֵף knew that 
he had to allow these prophecies to unfold by Divine direction, and 
thus, he could not reveal himself until the right moment. When יְהוּדָה 
delivered his impassioned speech for בִנְיָמִין’s freedom, and even the 
palace servants appealed for mercy on behalf of the brothers, יוֹסֵף 
knew that the moment had arrived.

As soon as he revealed himself, יוֹסֵף’s utmost priority was 
to spare יַעֲקֹּב any additional pain. And so, יוֹסֵף told his brothers, 
“Hurry…” 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞
For many years, the Sadovner רָב, R' Yisrael Sekula זַצַ״ל, 

would spend his פּוּרִים morning in a rather unusual way. He would 
daven שַחֲרִית and hear the reading of the מְגִלָה at an early מִנְיָן. He 
would then spend the rest of his morning making the rounds of the 
Boro Park shuls on foot, walking among the congregants at each מִנְיָן 
as he collected צְדָקָה for the poor.

One year, he arrived home from his collections shortly be-
fore noon, exhausted but exhilarated. It was R' Sekula’s custom to 
partake of two סְעוּדוֹת (meals) on פּוּרִים day, and the table was already 
set for the first meal. However, R' Sekula’s pockets were bursting with 
assorted change and bills of a variety of denominations. He emptied 
his pockets and, assisted by his children, proceeded to unfold and 

sort out the money.
Suddenly, R' Sekula cried out in dismay, “Look! A $100 bill!” 

R' Sekula was one of scores of collectors who made their rounds of 
the Boro Park shuls on פּוּרִים morning. It was highly doubtful that an 
individual would give one collector — even one as distinguished as 
the Sadovner רָב — so large a contribution. “I’m sure that I know who 
gave this to me. Whenever I come around collecting, he gives me a 
$10 bill. This man probably reached into his wallet for ten dollars and 
mistakenly pulled out this $100 bill. He probably thinks that he must 
have dropped it somewhere.”

R' Sekula donned his coat and headed for the door; he was 
going to return the money. His family pleaded with him to eat some-
thing first. He had exerted himself and was now about to strain him-
self yet further. Could he not partake of the סְעוּדָה first and then 
attend to the matter?

The רָב explained, “If my assumption is correct, and indeed 
that man did give me this bill mistakenly, then he is surely distressed 
over its loss. Every minute that I delay in returning it is another mi-
nute of anguish that he will suffer. I must return it immediately.” With 
those words, the רָב headed out the door, accompanied by his sons.

They arrived at the man’s house and R' Sekula got straight 
to the point. “Did you lose any money today?” he asked. Taken aback, 
the man replied that he had lost a $100 bill somewhere. “Did you 
intend to give me $10 this morning?” When the man replied affirma-
tively, the Sadovner רָב handed him the bill and explained what had 
happened.

However, the man was somewhat embarrassed to accept 
the money and suggested that the Sadovner רָב keep it. However, R' 
Sekula would not hear of it. “I only accept צְדָקָה that is given בְלֵב שָלֵם 
(with a full heart). You never intended to give this for צְדָקָה. Please 
take back your $100, give me $10 and we’ll be ‘even.’”

Their transaction completed, R' Sekula wished him “a joy-
ous פּוּרִים” and headed home with his children for the פּוּרִים סְעוּדָה.

Adapted from: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

Not a Moment to Spare
This week 9 of our 10th Annual Pirchei Newsletter International גּוּם אֶחָד תַרְׁ רָא וְׁ נַיִם מִקְׁ .contest שְׁ
In ים ,(חוֹבֶרֶת כ״ו תשע״ה:י) סֵפֶר אוֹר הַשַבָת  For .פָרָשָה was questioned regarding a child reviewing only part of a זַצַ״ל Kanievsky ר׳ חַיּׅ

וָה a child must normally fulfill the complete ,חִנּוּךְ גּוּם Regarding .מִצְׁ אֶחָד תַרְׁ רָא וְׁ נַיִם מִקְׁ ים ,שְׁ  was of the opinion that a child should be ר׳ חַיּׅ
trained “אַט אַט לְׁ  3rd grade (8+) until ,שֵנִי until פָרָשָה Contest: 1st and 2nd grade (6+) should complete the שוֹבָבִים in stages, similar to our — ”לְׁ
לִישִי בִיעִי 4th grade (9+) until ,שְׁ י 5th grade (10+) until  ,רְׁ  .פָרָשָה 7th and 8th grades (12+) complete the entire ,שִשִי 6th grade (11+) until ,חֲמִיש ִ

Is your school or city represented in the Pirchei International גּוּם אֶחָד תַרְׁ רָא וְׁ נַיִם מִקְׁ  contest? Every week is a new opportunity to שְׁ
enter this raffle! Any week you and your school can join and become part of this amazing קִדּוּש ד׳. You can be part of hundreds of the 
children who are igniting the world with the כוּתְז  of this unique וָה גוּדָּה אַחַתֲא as an מִצְׁ ! 

It is not too late to enter the contest. To become a part of this amazing קִדּוּש ד׳, please send a weekly fax to 718 506 9633 or email 
to shnayimmikracontest@gmail.com signed by a parent – include your grade, name, school, city, state, zip, contact and fax #, and which 
 .פָרָשָה

The list of contestants as of press time for first 8 weeks of the contest are:
Grade 1 – Yeshaya Gewirtz; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Baltimore, MD; Dovid Geisler; Lakewood Cheder School; Chaim Schneider; Yeshiva 

Ohr Yehuda; Lakewood, NJ; Aryeh Leib haCohen Schwartz; Yeshivas M’kor Boruch; Passaic, NJ.
Grade 2 – Boruch Greenfield; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim (TA); Baltimore, MD; Zev Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Yisroel 

Willner, Yosef Willner; Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; Brooklyn, NY.
Grade 3 – Eli Mark, Elie Sadwin, Ephraim Silver; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Baltimore, MD; Mordechai Shmuel Fisher; Talmud Torah Ohr 

Moshe; Menashe Salb; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Asher Epstein; Fallsburg Cheder; Fallsburg, NY.
Grade 4 (UK) – Asher Yochanan Herskine; Keser Torah Boys School; Gateshead, UK.
Grade 4 – Ari Nachman Wheeler; Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Dovid Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Yaakov 
Mordechai Fulda, Yisroel Meir Ganz; Siach Yitzchok; Far Rockaway, NY; Nochum Shimon Brown, Elisha Daniel, Simcha Leib Deal, Rephael 
Flaum, Nosson Tzvi Gewirtz, Mordechai Gold, Yehuda Gross, Elisha Iskowitz, Ahron Katz, Elan Levi, Shimon Orlian, Zev Schonkopf, Yehuda 

Shafran, Levi Sherman, Moshe Solomon, Raphie Weiss; Yeshiva Ketana of Long Island; Inwood, NY.
Grade 5 – Yosef Shalom Stern; Yeshiva Ketana of LA; Los Angeles, CA; Ari Gale, Shmuel Yaakov Herzog, Matis Mintz, Yossi Newman,  Yisroel 
Novice, Shua Rubin, Baruch Silver, Meir Yehuda, Tzvi Zakem; Yeshiva Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Yehuda Frieman, Kalman Hefter, Chaim Katz, 
Daniel Kraines, Naftali Kraines, Zevi Minkin, Yaakov Pianko, Eliyahu Rayman; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Yehuda Lazarowitz; 
Yeshivas M’kor Boruch; Passaic, NJ; Avraham Abba Freedman; Yeshivas Derech HaTorah; Cleveland, OH; Yitzchok Binder; Yeshiva Yesodei 

HaTorah; Toronto, ON.
Grade 6 – Yaakov Eliyahu Naiman, Amrom Novice; Yeshiva Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Elazar Meir Dashevsky, Yoel Goldstein, Nachshon Grayman, 
Menachem Marcus, Akiva Morris, Reuven Newman, Yakov Newmark, Aaron David Richards, Yehuda Rubin, Noach Salzberg, Avi Scherer, Dovi 
Shulman, Shlomo Steinharter, Baruch Tessler; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Zecharia Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Lakewood, 
NJ; Meshilem Zev Fisher; Talmud Torah Ohr Moshe; Shmuel Perlman; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Brooklyn, NY; Betzalel Alter, Shaul 
Geller, Yaakov Kaminsky, Avrohom Lehman, Moshe Miller, Avrohom Boruch Rottenberg, Menachem Spira; Yeshiva Bais Dovid; Monsey, NY; 
Meir Tzvi Handelsman, Shmuel Hirsch, Mordechai Isaacs, Naftali Kestenbaum, Shmuel Kestenbaum, Yona Krongold, Aaron Kuznicki, Yosef 
Yitzchock Lifshits, Menachem Lipsett, Elazar Malaib, Yosef Shalom Merzel, Shraga Nathan, Shimon Yehuda Ochs, Yaakov Ouzzan, Elazar 
Pam, Refoel Moshe Paretzky, Eliezer Reiss, Yaakov Nosson Rosen, Yonah Schaumer, Pinny Scheinberg, Eliezer Schloss, Dovid Silberstein, 

Ephraim Silver, Eliyahu Simon, Yitzi Sobel, Naftuli Weiss, Dovid Yavorsky, Yaakov Yefet; Yeshiva Yesodei HaTorah; Toronto, ON.
Grade 7 – Avinoam Glass; Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Menachem Gale; Yeshiva Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Shalom Barth, Betzalel Cohen, 
Daniel Herman, Shraga Kraines, Akiva Krohn, Chaim Newmark, Yaakov Paige, Yaakov Tzvi Rayman, Eliezer Dov Saitowitz, Akiva Asher 
Shafranovich; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Yaakov Heitner; Cheder D’Monsey; Spring Valley, NY; Tzvi Alon, Yehuda Belsky, 
Mordechai Eliyahu Braun, Binyomin Cohen, Mordechai Sender Colman, Asher Elkaim, Dovid Enkin, Shimon Felder, Elazar Garfunkel, Meir 
Simcha Golub, Dovid Grossmann, Avrom Grunfeld, Shmuly Kaplan, Eli Katz, Nesanel Katz, Yosef Zalman Kozak, Chaim Krupnik, Eli Reichmann, 
Elchonon Zev Rosen, Yisroel Meir Rothstein, Nosson Meyer Rubanov, Kalman Rubner, Boruch Ber Rudner, Meir Simcha Schuster, Dvir 
Shukroon, Yehuda Spivak, Yosef Ullman, Eli Meir Weiss, Meir Wiesenfeld, Yehuda Zauderer, Ari Zimmerman; Yeshiva Yesodei HaTorah; 

Toronto, ON. 
Grade 8 –  Dovi Nitekman, Zev Weinberg; Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Yisroel Bloch, Yaakov Zev Greenfield; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim 
(TA); Moshe Kraines, Aharon Markowitz, Yitzchok Rayman; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Yitzchok Friedman, Pesach Gartenhaus, 
Yonah Zev Gewirtzman, Boruch Ber Landau, Simcha Zissel Levovitz, Yitzchok Avraham Perlstein, Yehoshua Mattisyahu Rockove, Moshe 
Rubinfeld, Yehoshua Heschel Schamovic, Michel Yehuda Schustal, Moishe Schwarcz; Lakewood Cheder School; Avraham Rupp; Yeshiva Even 
Yisroel; Meir Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Avrohom Chaim Toplan; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Brooklyn, NY; Yitzchok 
Teichman; Bais Mikroh; Monsey, NY; Dovid Anhang, Avraham Berkowitz, Chaim Asher Bitterman, Nochum Brodsky, Avraham Chaim 
Buksbaum, Moshe Bursztyn, Eliezer Czermak, Mordechai Menachem Dworetsky, Dovid Feldman, Yechiel Frankel, Gershon Gartenhaus, Yosef 
Greenberg, Menachem Gross, Meir Kestenbaum, Raham Kotliarov, Shmuel Yosef Labkovsky, Yaakov Lindo, Eli Marder, Shmuli Meisels, 
Moshe Yisroel Merzel, Yiddle Milevsky, Gavriel Oberstein, Raphael Pavel, Yerucham Rothenberg, Levi Simcha Sachs, Meir Simon, David Turtel; 

Yeshiva Yesodei HaTorah; Toronto, ON.



  

FocusonMiddos
Dear  לְמִיד ,תַּ

״ל R' Leib Bakst ,ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה צַּ  would ,זַּ
become visibly upset when he would hear תוֹרָה 
thoughts which he believed were incorrect.

Once, at a חֲתֻנָה, R' Bakst was sitting 
next to the Mirrer ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה, R' Shmuel 
Berenbaum, ״ל צַּ  The discussion between the .זַּ
two לְמִידֵי חֲכָמִים  immediately turned to trying תַּ
to understand an interesting concept that 
appears in a few places in ״ס קֵר of שַּׁ ה לִי לְשַּׁ  ,מַּ
Let us believe what we are hearing from this 
person 'because' he has no incentive to tell this 
lie. R' Shmuel offered his explanation with a 
complex סְבָרָה, but R' Bakst would not accept 
the logic.

The discussion quickly turned into a 

full fledged argument. Both raised their voices 
as they tried to explain their thoughts. It was as 
if they were in the ׁבֵית מִדְרָש. Their arguments 
were loud, and both of the רָאשֵׁי יְשִׁיבָה were 
waving their hands excitedly. At one point in 
the heated argument, R' Bakst rose from his 
seat, threatening to walk away. He returned 
and begged the ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה to explain the logic 
of his ט  ,R' Berenbaum repeated his thought .פְשַּׁ
but R' Bakst would not budge and exclaimed 
loudly, "…But what is your logic?" He then 
turned his chair away to face the other 
direction. A moment later, R' Bakst turned back 
and they continue arguing.

The dancing began and it was not 
long before the two רָאשֵׁי יְשִׁיבָה danced 

together in the center circle. Hand in hand, 
they danced in order to be מֵח  The .חָתָן the מְשַּ
obvious admiration they had for each other was 
clear to the onlookers.
 My לְמִיד ״ל ,תַּ זַּ מְתָה  teach us that חַּ מִלְחַּ
ל תוֹרָה  arguing in learning, creates and forges ,שֶׁׁ
friendship. Can you figure out why? Both 
people have the same goal — ֹן ד׳ וְתוֹרָתו עַּ  for ,לְמַּ
 The same is true .תוֹרָה and for the love of His ד׳
with a בִי  .or father who is learning with a child רֶׁ
Both the בִי  and father want to see the child רֶׁ
being successful; therefore, the more they 
learn together, the stronger the bond.

       יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
בִי Your                        ,בְיְדִידוּת  רֶׁ

Story adapted from: Yated Ne’eman (with kind permission)

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

נַיִם מִקְרָא  ת שְׁ הִלְכ�וֹ
�וּם רְ�וּ ְ�אֶחָד תוַּ

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

• One may read the entire סִדְרָה twice followed by the 
entire רְגּוּם .תַּ

• One may read until the end of each פָרָשָה twice followed 

by the corresponding רְגּוּם  There is no difference .תַּ
between a פָרָשָה that is סְתוּמָה (ends with a ס in the חוּמָש) or פְתוּחָה 
(ends with a פ in the חוּמָש). This was the מִנְהָג of the קָדוֹש .שְלָ״ה הַּ

ContestThe 10th International Pirchei שמו"ת
שָמַנִי  אֱלֹקִים  לְאָדוֹן …  מַהֲרוּ  וַעֲלוּ  אֶל  אָבִי  וַאֲמַרְתֶם  אֵלָיו  כֹּה  אָמַר  בִנְךָ  
 לְכָל  מִצְרָיִם  רְדָה  אֵלַי  אַל  תַעֲמֹּד. )בְרֵאשִית מה:ט(

 Hurry — go up to my father and [:said to his brothers יוֹסֵף]
say to him, “So said your son Yosef: ‘G d has made me master of all 
Egypt. Come down to me; do not delay.’”

Hurry — So that he will not suffer any additional pain (
.(סְפוּרְנוֹ

For 22 years ּיַעֲקֹּב אָבִינו lived with the pain and anguish 
which stemmed from his belief that his beloved son יוֹסֵף was dead. 
Why did יוֹסֵף not send his father a message that he was alive and well 
as soon as he was freed from prison and appointed viceroy of Egypt? 
According to יוֹסֵף ,רַמְבַ״ן considered his dreams about his father/
brothers bowing before him to be נְבוּאוֹת, prophecies. יוֹסֵף knew that 
he had to allow these prophecies to unfold by Divine direction, and 
thus, he could not reveal himself until the right moment. When יְהוּדָה 
delivered his impassioned speech for בִנְיָמִין’s freedom, and even the 
palace servants appealed for mercy on behalf of the brothers, יוֹסֵף 
knew that the moment had arrived.

As soon as he revealed himself, יוֹסֵף’s utmost priority was 
to spare יַעֲקֹּב any additional pain. And so, יוֹסֵף told his brothers, 
“Hurry…” 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞
For many years, the Sadovner רָב, R' Yisrael Sekula זַצַ״ל, 

would spend his פּוּרִים morning in a rather unusual way. He would 
daven שַחֲרִית and hear the reading of the מְגִלָה at an early מִנְיָן. He 
would then spend the rest of his morning making the rounds of the 
Boro Park shuls on foot, walking among the congregants at each מִנְיָן 
as he collected צְדָקָה for the poor.

One year, he arrived home from his collections shortly be-
fore noon, exhausted but exhilarated. It was R' Sekula’s custom to 
partake of two סְעוּדוֹת (meals) on פּוּרִים day, and the table was already 
set for the first meal. However, R' Sekula’s pockets were bursting with 
assorted change and bills of a variety of denominations. He emptied 
his pockets and, assisted by his children, proceeded to unfold and 

sort out the money.
Suddenly, R' Sekula cried out in dismay, “Look! A $100 bill!” 

R' Sekula was one of scores of collectors who made their rounds of 
the Boro Park shuls on פּוּרִים morning. It was highly doubtful that an 
individual would give one collector — even one as distinguished as 
the Sadovner רָב — so large a contribution. “I’m sure that I know who 
gave this to me. Whenever I come around collecting, he gives me a 
$10 bill. This man probably reached into his wallet for ten dollars and 
mistakenly pulled out this $100 bill. He probably thinks that he must 
have dropped it somewhere.”

R' Sekula donned his coat and headed for the door; he was 
going to return the money. His family pleaded with him to eat some-
thing first. He had exerted himself and was now about to strain him-
self yet further. Could he not partake of the סְעוּדָה first and then 
attend to the matter?

The רָב explained, “If my assumption is correct, and indeed 
that man did give me this bill mistakenly, then he is surely distressed 
over its loss. Every minute that I delay in returning it is another mi-
nute of anguish that he will suffer. I must return it immediately.” With 
those words, the רָב headed out the door, accompanied by his sons.

They arrived at the man’s house and R' Sekula got straight 
to the point. “Did you lose any money today?” he asked. Taken aback, 
the man replied that he had lost a $100 bill somewhere. “Did you 
intend to give me $10 this morning?” When the man replied affirma-
tively, the Sadovner רָב handed him the bill and explained what had 
happened.

However, the man was somewhat embarrassed to accept 
the money and suggested that the Sadovner רָב keep it. However, R' 
Sekula would not hear of it. “I only accept צְדָקָה that is given בְלֵב שָלֵם 
(with a full heart). You never intended to give this for צְדָקָה. Please 
take back your $100, give me $10 and we’ll be ‘even.’”

Their transaction completed, R' Sekula wished him “a joy-
ous פּוּרִים” and headed home with his children for the פּוּרִים סְעוּדָה.

Adapted from: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

Not a Moment to Spare
This week 9 of our 10th Annual Pirchei Newsletter International גּוּם אֶחָד תַרְׁ רָא וְׁ נַיִם מִקְׁ .contest שְׁ
In ים ,(חוֹבֶרֶת כ״ו תשע״ה:י) סֵפֶר אוֹר הַשַבָת  For .פָרָשָה was questioned regarding a child reviewing only part of a זַצַ״ל Kanievsky ר׳ חַיּׅ

וָה a child must normally fulfill the complete ,חִנּוּךְ גּוּם Regarding .מִצְׁ אֶחָד תַרְׁ רָא וְׁ נַיִם מִקְׁ ים ,שְׁ  was of the opinion that a child should be ר׳ חַיּׅ
trained “אַט אַט לְׁ  3rd grade (8+) until ,שֵנִי until פָרָשָה Contest: 1st and 2nd grade (6+) should complete the שוֹבָבִים in stages, similar to our — ”לְׁ
לִישִי בִיעִי 4th grade (9+) until ,שְׁ י 5th grade (10+) until  ,רְׁ  .פָרָשָה 7th and 8th grades (12+) complete the entire ,שִשִי 6th grade (11+) until ,חֲמִיש ִ

Is your school or city represented in the Pirchei International גּוּם אֶחָד תַרְׁ רָא וְׁ נַיִם מִקְׁ  contest? Every week is a new opportunity to שְׁ
enter this raffle! Any week you and your school can join and become part of this amazing קִדּוּש ד׳. You can be part of hundreds of the 
children who are igniting the world with the כוּתְז  of this unique וָה גוּדָּה אַחַתֲא as an מִצְׁ ! 

It is not too late to enter the contest. To become a part of this amazing קִדּוּש ד׳, please send a weekly fax to 718 506 9633 or email 
to shnayimmikracontest@gmail.com signed by a parent – include your grade, name, school, city, state, zip, contact and fax #, and which 
 .פָרָשָה

The list of contestants as of press time for first 8 weeks of the contest are:
Grade 1 – Yeshaya Gewirtz; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Baltimore, MD; Dovid Geisler; Lakewood Cheder School; Chaim Schneider; Yeshiva 

Ohr Yehuda; Lakewood, NJ; Aryeh Leib haCohen Schwartz; Yeshivas M’kor Boruch; Passaic, NJ.
Grade 2 – Boruch Greenfield; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim (TA); Baltimore, MD; Zev Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Yisroel 

Willner, Yosef Willner; Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; Brooklyn, NY.
Grade 3 – Eli Mark, Elie Sadwin, Ephraim Silver; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Baltimore, MD; Mordechai Shmuel Fisher; Talmud Torah Ohr 

Moshe; Menashe Salb; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Asher Epstein; Fallsburg Cheder; Fallsburg, NY.
Grade 4 (UK) – Asher Yochanan Herskine; Keser Torah Boys School; Gateshead, UK.
Grade 4 – Ari Nachman Wheeler; Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Dovid Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Yaakov 
Mordechai Fulda, Yisroel Meir Ganz; Siach Yitzchok; Far Rockaway, NY; Nochum Shimon Brown, Elisha Daniel, Simcha Leib Deal, Rephael 
Flaum, Nosson Tzvi Gewirtz, Mordechai Gold, Yehuda Gross, Elisha Iskowitz, Ahron Katz, Elan Levi, Shimon Orlian, Zev Schonkopf, Yehuda 

Shafran, Levi Sherman, Moshe Solomon, Raphie Weiss; Yeshiva Ketana of Long Island; Inwood, NY.
Grade 5 – Yosef Shalom Stern; Yeshiva Ketana of LA; Los Angeles, CA; Ari Gale, Shmuel Yaakov Herzog, Matis Mintz, Yossi Newman,  Yisroel 
Novice, Shua Rubin, Baruch Silver, Meir Yehuda, Tzvi Zakem; Yeshiva Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Yehuda Frieman, Kalman Hefter, Chaim Katz, 
Daniel Kraines, Naftali Kraines, Zevi Minkin, Yaakov Pianko, Eliyahu Rayman; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Yehuda Lazarowitz; 
Yeshivas M’kor Boruch; Passaic, NJ; Avraham Abba Freedman; Yeshivas Derech HaTorah; Cleveland, OH; Yitzchok Binder; Yeshiva Yesodei 

HaTorah; Toronto, ON.
Grade 6 – Yaakov Eliyahu Naiman, Amrom Novice; Yeshiva Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Elazar Meir Dashevsky, Yoel Goldstein, Nachshon Grayman, 
Menachem Marcus, Akiva Morris, Reuven Newman, Yakov Newmark, Aaron David Richards, Yehuda Rubin, Noach Salzberg, Avi Scherer, Dovi 
Shulman, Shlomo Steinharter, Baruch Tessler; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Zecharia Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Lakewood, 
NJ; Meshilem Zev Fisher; Talmud Torah Ohr Moshe; Shmuel Perlman; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Brooklyn, NY; Betzalel Alter, Shaul 
Geller, Yaakov Kaminsky, Avrohom Lehman, Moshe Miller, Avrohom Boruch Rottenberg, Menachem Spira; Yeshiva Bais Dovid; Monsey, NY; 
Meir Tzvi Handelsman, Shmuel Hirsch, Mordechai Isaacs, Naftali Kestenbaum, Shmuel Kestenbaum, Yona Krongold, Aaron Kuznicki, Yosef 
Yitzchock Lifshits, Menachem Lipsett, Elazar Malaib, Yosef Shalom Merzel, Shraga Nathan, Shimon Yehuda Ochs, Yaakov Ouzzan, Elazar 
Pam, Refoel Moshe Paretzky, Eliezer Reiss, Yaakov Nosson Rosen, Yonah Schaumer, Pinny Scheinberg, Eliezer Schloss, Dovid Silberstein, 

Ephraim Silver, Eliyahu Simon, Yitzi Sobel, Naftuli Weiss, Dovid Yavorsky, Yaakov Yefet; Yeshiva Yesodei HaTorah; Toronto, ON.
Grade 7 – Avinoam Glass; Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Menachem Gale; Yeshiva Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Shalom Barth, Betzalel Cohen, 
Daniel Herman, Shraga Kraines, Akiva Krohn, Chaim Newmark, Yaakov Paige, Yaakov Tzvi Rayman, Eliezer Dov Saitowitz, Akiva Asher 
Shafranovich; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Yaakov Heitner; Cheder D’Monsey; Spring Valley, NY; Tzvi Alon, Yehuda Belsky, 
Mordechai Eliyahu Braun, Binyomin Cohen, Mordechai Sender Colman, Asher Elkaim, Dovid Enkin, Shimon Felder, Elazar Garfunkel, Meir 
Simcha Golub, Dovid Grossmann, Avrom Grunfeld, Shmuly Kaplan, Eli Katz, Nesanel Katz, Yosef Zalman Kozak, Chaim Krupnik, Eli Reichmann, 
Elchonon Zev Rosen, Yisroel Meir Rothstein, Nosson Meyer Rubanov, Kalman Rubner, Boruch Ber Rudner, Meir Simcha Schuster, Dvir 
Shukroon, Yehuda Spivak, Yosef Ullman, Eli Meir Weiss, Meir Wiesenfeld, Yehuda Zauderer, Ari Zimmerman; Yeshiva Yesodei HaTorah; 

Toronto, ON. 
Grade 8 –  Dovi Nitekman, Zev Weinberg; Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Yisroel Bloch, Yaakov Zev Greenfield; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim 
(TA); Moshe Kraines, Aharon Markowitz, Yitzchok Rayman; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Yitzchok Friedman, Pesach Gartenhaus, 
Yonah Zev Gewirtzman, Boruch Ber Landau, Simcha Zissel Levovitz, Yitzchok Avraham Perlstein, Yehoshua Mattisyahu Rockove, Moshe 
Rubinfeld, Yehoshua Heschel Schamovic, Michel Yehuda Schustal, Moishe Schwarcz; Lakewood Cheder School; Avraham Rupp; Yeshiva Even 
Yisroel; Meir Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Avrohom Chaim Toplan; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Brooklyn, NY; Yitzchok 
Teichman; Bais Mikroh; Monsey, NY; Dovid Anhang, Avraham Berkowitz, Chaim Asher Bitterman, Nochum Brodsky, Avraham Chaim 
Buksbaum, Moshe Bursztyn, Eliezer Czermak, Mordechai Menachem Dworetsky, Dovid Feldman, Yechiel Frankel, Gershon Gartenhaus, Yosef 
Greenberg, Menachem Gross, Meir Kestenbaum, Raham Kotliarov, Shmuel Yosef Labkovsky, Yaakov Lindo, Eli Marder, Shmuli Meisels, 
Moshe Yisroel Merzel, Yiddle Milevsky, Gavriel Oberstein, Raphael Pavel, Yerucham Rothenberg, Levi Simcha Sachs, Meir Simon, David Turtel; 

Yeshiva Yesodei HaTorah; Toronto, ON.



One  late Thursday night, in the beis medrash 
of yeshivas Toras moshe in yerushalayim…

After the man completed his 
rounds in the bais hamedrash…

One kind Yerushalmi couple had a special 
‘leil shishi’ (Thursday night) custom…

what a great zechus 
this is for my wife and 
me to give nourishment 
to these holy yeshiva 

bochurim!

huh? Rebbi, if you 
weren’t planning to eat 
the kugel why did you 

take a piece?

Tonight I will review this sugya 
for my Friday shiur on Arachin and 
prepare for the Shabbos shmuess 
from R’ Shimshon Pinkus’s Shabbos 

Malkasa…

Rav Twersky, Can 
I please offer the 
rov a piece of my 

wife’s kugel?

cherished bochur, 
please take a piece 

of my wife’s hot 
yerushalmi kugel!…

Avi, can I 
please offer you 

a hot piece of 
kugel?

5715 - 5775  1954 - 2014 iuajrn v"f

ה הי״ד ר born in Boston, MA, to ,ר׳ מֹשֶׁ  Twersky. In his formative years he עֲטָרָה and (רָב town) ר׳ יִצְחָק אָשֵׁ
Was greatly influenced by both of his grandfathers. His paternal grandfather, ר׳ מְשוּלָם Twersky זַצַ״ל 
(the Talner Rebbe), instilled in him the warmth of the Chernobyl roots. His maternal grandfather,  ר׳
ף דוֹב  took the young boy under his wings from the age of 8 years old and זַצַ״ל Soloveitchik יוֹסֵׁ
imbibed him with the Brisker ךְ הַלִמּוּד רֶׁ ה .R' Abba Berman’s daughter ,בּאַשָא In 1980, he married  .דֶׁ  then ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
went to BMG in Lakewood, NJ, learning under R’ Shnuer Kotler זַצַ״ל. A few months later, the young 
couple moved to Monsey, where he joined the Brisker Kollel for 4 years, before immigrating to  ץ רֶׁ אֶׁ
ל ה In 1992, at the behest of his cousin, R' Moshe Meiselman, he joined the staff of .יִשְרָאֵׁ  ,יְשִיבַת תּוֹרַת מֹשֶׁ
where he served as a מַגִיד שִעוּר for over 20 years and was revered as a prince in both תּוֹרָה and  מִדּוֹת
ה His modesty hid many of .טוֹבוֹת  s amazing accomplishments, but it was clear to all that he’ר׳ מֹשֶׁ

constantly strove to grow in עֲבוֹדַת ד׳ and lived and died עַל קִדּוּש ד׳. 

When someone has 
such a burning desire 
to do chessed, how 
can I not accept it?!

Of course, 
thank you so 

much!

Of course, thank 
you so much! Please 
could you place it 
on this shtender!

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

R' Arye Leib Bakst זַצַ״ל was born to  ַע הי״דר׳ יַעֲקֹב יְהוֹשֻׁ , town 
 in Daltish, Lithuania. At the age of 9, he went to learn רָב
under R' Neiman in Lida. After his בַר מִצְוָה, he went to  יְשִיבַת

 ר׳ בָרוּךְ בעֶר from שִעוּרִים to Vilna, hearing יְשִיבָה R' Bakst followed the .מִיר
Leibowitz זַצַ״ל and the Brisker רָב. During WWII, he miraculously escaped to 
Shanghai along with יְשִיבַת מִיר. In 1946, he married ר  'daughter of R ,אֶסְתֵּ
Rogov, רָב of Sainy, Lithuania. They immigrated to the USA and moved to 
Detroit, where R' Bakst served as a ראֹש יְשִיבָה of ית יְהוּדָה  ,In 1985 .יְשִיבָה בֵּ
he founded יְשִיבָה גְדוֹלָה עֲטֶרֶת מָרְדְכַי, serving as ראֹש יְשִיבָה for over fifty 
years. R' Bakst was a beacon of light for the community; the people cleaved 
to him and his exuberant אַהֲבַת הַתוֹרָה.

 י״ד טבת 
5675 – 5764 
1915 – 2004 

R' Aryeh Leib Bakst זַצַ״ל, in his קוֹל אַרְיֵה ,סֵפֶר, 
defines the dedication of a יבָה בָחוּר  It" .יְשִׁ
is not defined so much by the fervor 
with which he learns during the regular 
hours in יבָה  which he is obligated to ,יְשִׁ
do, but by what he does with his time 
during his ים  How does he use .בֵין הַזְמַנִׁ
his 'free' time? Does he plan exactly what 
he is going to learn?" This idea applies not 
only to a יבָה בָחוּר  We are all defined by the .יְשִׁ
way we spend our 'free' time! 
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)בְרֵאשִית מה:כז(… וַתְחִי רוּחַ יַעֲקֺב … וַיַרְא אֶת הָעֲגָלוֹת אֲשֶר שָלַח יוֹסֵף … 
And יַעֲקֺב saw the wagons יוֹסֵף had sent … and the spirit of 

.was revived יַעֲקֺב
Before יַעֲקֺב would allow himself to accept the news that his 

long lost son יוֹסֵף was alive and was now the viceroy of Egypt, he 
needed some solid proof. 

According to the מִדְרָש, the wagons יוֹסֵף had sent to 
transport יַעֲקֺב to Egypt were really a hint to the סוּגְיָא they had 
discussed privately on the last day they had seen each other —  עֶגְלָה
 ;עֶגְלָה related to the word ,עֲגָלָה The Hebrew word for wagon is) .עֲרוּפָה
both words share the same plural עֲגָלוֹת.) This was the sign that fully 
convinced יַעֲקֺב and revived his spirits. Why, indeed, was this such a 
conclusive proof? 

During the time of the Vilna Gaon, there was a woman 
whose husband vanished without a trace. She was left a living widow, 
unable to remarry because her husband might still be alive.

Thirty years passed, and then one fine day a man appeared 
on her doorstep and declared, “My dear wife, I’m back!” Then he told 
her a pitiful story about what had kept him from returning. Perhaps 
this was her husband. Yet, she was not sure. 

“Test me,” the man said. “Ask me any question about our life 
together. See if I know the answers.”

She asked him a lot of questions, and he seemed to have all 
the right answers. He knew all about their respective families, wedding 
day, etc.; still, she remained doubtful. She sought the advice of the  בֵית

 He was very convincing, and yet, his wife was not convinced. What .דִין
should they do? The people believed the man, but his wife refused to 
talk to him. They sought the counsel of the Vilna Gaon.

“Take the man to shul,” said the Gaon. “See if he knows 
where his  ַמָקוֹם קָבוּע, usual seat, is.”

They took him to the shul and asked him to point to his seat. 
The man hemmed and hawed, but it was obvious that he could not do 
it. Then he broke down and admitted that he had learned all the 
information from the husband whom he had befriended many years 
earlier. A few months later, the true husband came home, and the 
wife accepted him immediately. 

The ‘miracle’ of the Vilna Gaon was the talk of the town, but 
he explained his reasoning. “If this man was an impostor, he was far 
from a צַדִיק. Such a person would seek out all sorts of details to ‘prove’ 
his identity, but it would not occur to him to find out about the holy 
matters. I asked that you question him about a דָבָר שֶבְקְדֻשָה to test his 
knowledge of such a matter.”

Similarly, יַעֲקֺב knew that if the man claiming to be יוֹסֵף was 
an impostor, he might have extracted all sorts of information from the 
real יוֹסֵף. But יַעֲקֺב also knew that it would never occur to a faker to ask 
which סוּגְיָא he and יַעֲקֺב had last been  discussing. When יוֹסֵף referred 
to the סוּגְיָא of יַעֲקֺב ,עֶגְלָה עֲרוּפָה was now fully convinced that he had 
indeed found his long lost son.

Adapted from: Rabbi Frand on the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

TorahThoughts

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869   •   Illustrated by: Yeshaya Suval

PIRCHEI
בידינו אבותינו  מסורת 

A G U D A T H  I S R A E L  O F  A M E R I C A

December 23, 2023 - י"א טבת, תשפ"ד - Vol: 11 Issue: 11

לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״ילע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל

For sponsorship opportunities please contact:
(347) 838-0869 • thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com

קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

פרשה:  ויגש     הפטרה: ...ואתה בן אדם... )יחזקאל לז:טו-כח(

דף יומי: בבא קמא נ״א

ותן טל ומטר לברכה     ברכי נפשי )שבת מנחה(
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