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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Kashrusin the Kitchen. The Jewish Kitchen (95)
Yayin Nesech: Touching Wine. What will make uncooked
wine become prohibited by the actions of a gentile? If a gentile
touches the wine intentionally it becomes not only prohibited to
drink, but even assur to benefit from. That includes a prohibition
not to sell or gift it to a cleaning lady. The Sages were scared that
he may have shaken the wine as a way to worship some idol. If
the gentile touched it unintentionally, it is only assur to drink.
Sealed or Covered Bottle of Wine. If wine is sealed and one
can tell that the seal was not tampered with, it is certainly
permitted and one can even leave a gentile alone in the house
with such wine. If the bottle has its cap on but not sealed and a
gentile touches or moves the bottle, it is permitted. The reason is
because gentiles would never shake wine as a form of worship
when it was in a covered container. Therefore, if a gentile
cleaning lady, while cleaning the refrigerator, moves around
covered bottles they are permitted. Should we be scared that the
gentile opened the bottle? If a Yid goes in and out within 18
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minutes we are not scared anything was done. B’dieved, if one
stays away longer but the gentile has reason to think that
someone might enter at any moment, it is also permitted.
Uncovered Bottle of Wine. One should not let a gentile move
wine in an uncovered bottle. If he did, one should not drink the
wine. If there is a meaningful loss involved he should ask a shaila.
If a gentile poured wine, such as a waiter at a party, there is a
question both on the wine which was poured and the connected
wine that is still in the bottle. One should not drink that wine and if
there is a meaningful loss he should ask a shaila. Affairs where a
gentile waiter pours wine should use only Mevushal cooked wine.
Wine Seen by a Gentile. According to halacha there is nothing
wrong with wine that a gentile saw. Some people have a stringency
not to drink such wine. There are different levels in this custom.
Some will never drink it; others just don’t use it for a mitzvah like
Kiddush or Havdala. Some are only machmir when he saw the
wine outside the bottle and not when he looked at it through the
olass bottle, and some will refrain even if he saw it in the bottle.
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e e 8” - The Gemara says that oo forced >wx ™ to pay back a mbn whose loan documents he had burnt. >"w explains that
when »wx "ywas a o he had bumned the loan documents of a lender, thus preventing him from being able to collect his loans and caused
him a financial loss. When »ex 3 became a 5y, o197 forced >wi 3 to reimburse the mbn for the loss. The Y 9wx mnan [30 971 brings the
v PN who leamns pshat in the Gemara like Rashi, that the damage was done when he was a minor, and he proves that although the
mishnah says about a yop - that Ny ynw)aa because if they damage you they are s, this is only while they are o»vjp. But once they
become a 5y13 they are 2mnn to pay for the damages done while a yo. The n'"a [ "1 3w '© N"N] paskens that a 57 is not 2mnn to
pay for damages he did as a yop. He brings the ©"am4 [N "0 N33 Y] who says "omvipn nx MmN 119 "N S0 that they don't become
91 to do damage. The n"a learns not like v, but that »wix ™ was still a yop when o197 was pressuring him to pay the lender, the goal
being to eliminate the need of him receiving mipbn from 2. But nabnb a Symais not a»n for damages he did as a minor.

The X' [nw 'o NN says that a yop who was yax nan or was may e 12w, although he doesn't need to do nawn when he
becomes a 5y, it is a good thing to be 931 some sort of teshuva or M9 once he becomes a 5y1>. The v'v leams our Gemara like >~
and says that 0197 was pressuring *wx "3 as a 9y, but not 11 ya but rather like this §"m, that it's ™Y 290" to do n2wn. The 2"wn brings
this v and says to be 71 NN oY xxY, a Yo should pay back ymbTaa if he was 520 or P someone as a minor.

YN N9 "o NN "N 1] paskens that a 5rma does not have to pay for damages done when he was a yop. R’ Moshe brings our Gemara
and points out that this story is also brought in [1a] m2m> 'on and there >"¢ leams totally different. That it was a court case that came before "
»w regarding one that bumed the loan documents of someone else and o9~ pressured »w ™ to find him liable because of »x7 x0T, but
nothing to do with being a Yo or o)1l R Moshe says »eis mwn! because it's not 1anon to be a»nn a Sy for what he did ymmvpa. He also
quotes the above y"w that says a yop is s and he therefore paskens that a ,y1a is mws to compensate for any damages done while a yop.

The ¥ [ 00w ' 1N says that if the stolen object is still "pya”, the yop must retum it, but if it is not "pya” the yop is moa even when he gets
older. The fnanwn snns brings a shaila brought to the 2py» naw where a Yo was given cash to purchase wine from a store. When he got there the
owner wasn't there but the door was open, so he took (drank) some wine and spilled a lot on the floor. When he became a v the store owner
demanded reimbursement. The apy maw says that although at first glance it seems from y"w and poskim that he should be w9, he quotes the
0" ['N,V" N Y] who writes a Wb of "y1ax oN" the WP is s even Y Hinwn. The apy mawv is prm that only if it was yraxis he .

PR T R
R’ Elimelech of Lizhensk z¢”’l (Noam Elimelech) would say:
“'onn Ty NS YW DY TP NWN SN’ - If you do a mitzvah and you partner with the yetzer hara by doing it for honor or
wealth, you should know that the Satan will be the '©nn Ty’ and steal that mitzvah away from you. Because as we know,
first he convinces you to do bad, then he is the prosecutor and says that the mitzvah you did isn’t worth anything.”

A Wise Man would say: “A Vltal m,qredlent of success is not knowing that what Vou re attemptmg cannot be done.”
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Why is the posuk about the penalty for kidnapping flanked by the two posukim that detail the punishment for
hitting/hurting and cursing a parent? R’ Shimon Schwab zt”’I (Maayan Beis HaShoevah) explains that when parents are
more interested in what they get out of the relationship, when they hover over their young and become the scriptwriters
and directors of their children’s lives, they rob them of their own personalities. They are being molded in the image of
others, who don’t have their best interests at heart. Their parents have, in a real sense, hijacked or kidnapped the life that
could have been. The Torah is alluding to this vital and true role of a parent. Yes, the child who attacked a parent is at fault
for his assault of the parent, whether it is verbal cursing or physical blows. He deserves the penalty enumerated in the two
posukim (15 and 17). Yet, at the same time, the crime described in the middle posuk has also been violated. His parents are
guilty of a real form of kidnapping - robbing a young child of his very essence, his very soul.

In the Sefer Bedidi Hava Uvda, authored by R’ Shmuel Dovid Friedman shlita, there is a powerful story with a strong

and poignant message. The story is about a very wealthy man whose father acted a bit eccentric and would walk around in
filthy rags, unclean and unhinged. This embarrassed the wealthy man immensely and he decided that although his father
had no place else to live, he would not allow him into his palatial home. If someone would ask him why he treated his
father like a stranger this way, he would emphatically explain that it was not befitting for him, the son, to observe his
father behave in this manner, but instead of bringing him into his home and providing him with proper clothing, he chose
to ignore him. The elderly man lived and slept in the streets of the city.

This went on for quite some time. One winter’s day, the young son of the wealthy man - a grandson of the homeless
man - was walking in the street and saw the old man scrounging around in the garbage. He was unclothed and talking to
himself. The little boy watched in horrified fascination as his own flesh and blood, his father’s father, was laying in the
dirt, grime and snow-covered street without a proper garment, no coat or gloves to protect him from the elements. The old
man was trembling from cold. The young boy decided that he needed to help his grandfather. He ran into his warm and
cozy home and told his father that they have to provide the grandfather with better clothing. It was not right to simply
leave him outside freezing and trembling, without doing anything on his behalf.

The father was busy reading a book and didn’t even look up. With a wave of his hand, he told the boy, “I don’t care
what you do for that old man. If you want, you can go up to the attic. I remember that there is an old garment there. Maybe
even something warm. Take it down and bring it to your grandfather, if you want.”

The son went up to the attic and the father went back to his book. After quite a while, the father looked up from his
reading and realized that his young son still had not come down from the attic. He became concerned lest something
happened to him. He got out of his chair and hurried over to the attic stairs. With urgency, he called up to the boy, “My
son, is everything okay up there? Why are you not coming down?”

The son replied, “I was delayed because I was cutting the garment into two parts, one for my grandfather and one for
you, my father. I figured it was a good idea so that when you will become an old man and I will throw you out of the house

in the winter like you’ve done to your father, I’ll send you the other half of this garment...”
The father recoiled at the words of his son. It was spoken not out of malice, but with a simple expectation that this is
how it will be. At once, he understood the message: His son planned to do to him exactly what he was doing to his father.

As a result, he began to reflect on his misdeeds and then went to get his father. He brought him back into his home, gave Y
him a warm and comfortable room, and provided him with proper clothing and h

iene. The young boy smiled.
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The Haftorah of Shabbos Rosh Chodesh details the final
prophecy of Yeshaya HaNavi in which he presented visions
of Klal Yisroel returning to Eretz Yisroel falsely convinced of
their own righteousness, where they reject and mock those
who truly fear Hashem. Hashem declares that “Heaven is
My throne and the earth is My footstool.” This is a reference
to the Bais HaMikdash which is Hashem’s house on earth.
But why was this statement important at this time and place?
Surely in his final prophecy to a sinful nation Hashem could
have sent Yeshaya a more appropriate line of rebuke other
than discussing how Hashem, who is wholly spiritual, still
maintains a ‘“foothold” on our physical earth.

R’ Hershel Bournmiz shlit”a explains that Chazel often

describe the Bais HaMikdash as the conduit through which
all spirituality stems from. It was literally a place devoid of
physicality in an otherwise physical world. He explains that
the Radak writes how Hashem never needed the physical
house Klal Yisroel built for Him nor the sacrifices they
brought there. Rather, Hashem wanted the Bais HaMikdash
built so that his children, Bnei Yisroel, would have a place to
go to daven and feel His presence undoubtedly sparking
profound levels of teshuvah and elevated levels of servitude.
Thus, even as Klal Yisroel’s future looked bleak, Hashem
sent Yeshaya a prophecy about the “physical” presence of
Hashem in His holy house, to remind the Nation that Hashem
always awaits our wholehearted remorse and repentance.

—
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The Kii Yakar asks a question here. If the Torah warns us not to pain people, then why is this given in a singular form; it

CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV FROM THE
FAMILY OF R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN ZT”L

"C, should have been said ©27 yWw>2? The Mechilta says that the prohibition of paining someone isn’t limited to those that the

Torah enumerates, but extends to each and every yid. Therefore, says the Ohr HaChayim Hakodosh zt”’I, the Torah wrote

"ﬁ\ %] "N in a singular form, to say that only these people mentioned explicitly - "mx" - warrant such a harsh punishment. If one
w% | pains other people, he is still 1y the W5, however, the punishment isn’t so extreme.

The Y5 himself answers his own question a bit differently. Hashem, our ultimate yan7n 2N, also feels the pain of others.
Thus, says the posuk "nX myn My ON" - it is Hashem Himself you are inflicting pain on! We now understand the word "N’

& | versus "omn’. But what about the word "»>"? It would have sufficed to say "pys ON'.

There’s a pshat from the sefer 11 13 in the name of the %19N 9. The Gemara in Bava Basra (16) says that Penina would

,‘V taunt Chana. Even though she meant it nnw5 to get Chana to daven, nevertheless, says the Gemara, she was punished. And for
"C, every child Chana subsequently had, Penina lost two, w5y 85. Seemingly, Penina’s ruse worked well, as Chana did cry and

—
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beseech the Almighty. Why then was she so harshly punished?

We see from here that when it comes to paining others there are no excuses. Even if you mean it "oy, it won’t be
justified. This idea is what the posuk is telling us. "M myn My ON" - if you pain someone - "ON 3" - even if your intention is

R Dy pyx' - that they should call out in zefillah, it won’t help because - "ynwx ynw” - I will hear and avenge their distress.

Let us all do what we can to empathize and shoulder the burden of our brethren who are suffering. We daven that Hashem

rt“,“"" hear our supplications and bentch us with a 2w Y8 wN with all its simcha, good will, and besuros tovos for gantz Klal Yisroel.
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3% oo The Yid Hakadosh of P’shischa z2”l once said:

“When I was a little boy, my aleph-beis teacher taught me a

%] very important lesson. He showed me a little symbol and told

me it was called a yud. The letter yud. From then on. I knew

:"’C;‘T" that the word Yud meant a Jew.

“Sometime later, we came across two yudin written next to

| each another, in one word. I asked my teacher for an
#% | explanation, and he said, ‘That is Hashem’s name.’

“Still later, I saw the symbol marking the end of a posuk,

g %] which looked to me like two yudin, one on top of the other. I

asked my teacher if this, too, was Hashem’s name? He

p‘“‘::'r replied with something that changed my life forever. He

explained that when the yudin are next to one another, on the
same level, that is Shem Hashem, but if one is above the

other, then it cannot be Hashem’s Name.

“I learned from this that only when Yidden treat each other

as equals - not putting oneself above others - can Hashem
dwell amongst them. If a Jew cheats or undermines his friend,
Hashem removes himself from amongst them and they are
left on their own to fend for themselves!”
Yon3: Parshas Mishpatim is all about the laws of Bein Adam
L’chavero, the laws about how one man must treat another.
Chazal say (Avos 2:7), “The more charity, the more peace.”
R’ Yisroel Belsky zt”l explained this Mishna as follows:
When a person gives in to the claims of another and treats it
as if he is giving charity, he is spreading peace in the world.
In that merit, Hashem dwells amongst us and all the blessings
of the world that follow are because of him. If we can only
realize this when faced with a quarrel with another, we can be
sure our reward is infinitely huge in the World to Come.
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In Shemona Esrei we say a beautiful beracha in which we daven for the ability to achieve the greatest heights in our Bein

W Adam L’chavero: “Hashiva Shofteinu K varishona” - Hashem please return our judges to us as in the beginning. We wish to
.| have the kind of judges and leaders who are examples of fine behavior and middos tovos. But this doesn’t only apply to our
5 | judges and leaders. It applies to ourselves who are always judging others as well. We continue in the beracha, “V’haser
¥ | Mimenu Yagon Va’anacha,” we beg, “Please Hashem remove from us grief and sighing.” Much of the aggravation and pain
S | that we experience in life is due to the way people treat us and the way we think people should treat us. If only we could train
»“ s%] ourselves to accept the pain and look away, we would find tremendous favor in the eyes of Hashem. We end off this beracha

with the words, “Baruch Ata Hashem Melech Ohev Tzedakah Umishpat.” Hashem You are the King, You are the only one

=¥s] who is in charge of this world and You love when your children treat each other with rzedakah and mishpat.

This beracha comes right after the beracha of gathering all the Jews together in the time of the Geulah. The blessing of

| ‘rt,"“ Kibbutz Galuyos. We must know that the only way to bring all Jews together is by acting in the way taught to us by Avraham
% | Avinu. Here in Eretz Yisroel, we have begun to hear and feel the footsteps of Moshiach. The tremendous yearning for Geulah
"l and achdus that has come about between so many different types of Jews is mind-boggling and extremely heartwarming. Many
= "‘,\,{ people are willing to put away their differences for the sake of Klal Yisroel which is surely bringing the Geulah closer every day.

Yesterday, I was visiting my daughter and I told my 4-year-old grandson that I am going to daven Mincha. He quickly

% %] jumped up and ran to bring me a siddur. As he handed the siddur to me, he came closer and whispered in my ear, “‘Please make

sure to daven for Moshiach!” May our tefillos of tzedakah and mishpat finally bring the long awaited Geulah.




