
The room where Rav Elya Jurkanski 
gave a shiur was sometimes cold.

The bochur received permission and 
on the next day in the hallway…

Two months later…

A week later Rav Jurkanski spoke to the 
bochur [in the street] after the shiur.

Brrr...I’m sure 
Rebbe feels cold 

too. I have an 
idea…

Abba, It’s cold in 
our shiur room. May 
I offer my Rebbe the 

electric heater we use 
for Succos to heat up 

the room?

Of course! It will 
be a great zechus for 

us to have a share in the 
Torah of Rav Jurkanski and 
his talmidim! But you have 
to ask reshus from your 

rebbi!

Rebbe, I 
appreciated Rebbe’s 
thank you, but I’m 

wondering why 
does Rebbe still 

thank me?

My son, I feel hakoras 
hatov, gratitude for the 

favor, each time I enter the 
room and benefit from the 
heater, so it is a new “Thank 

you!” every time!

It was so 
beautifully warm in 

the shiur room today. 
I greatly appreciated 

it. Thank you!

I cannot thank you 
enough…It’s been so 

beautifully warm in the 
shiur room the past 

week. Thank you!

 Jurkansky. As a young child, his רָחֵל לֵאָה and ר׳ אַבְרָהָם was born in Minsk, Belarus, to ר׳ אֶלִיָה
grandfather ר׳ רְאוּבֵן left an indelible impression of the messages found in the פְסוּקִים of ְ״ך נַּ  When he .תַּ
approached the age of ר מִצְוָה תְמָדָה his parents sent him to Baranowitz, Poland. His unusual ,בַּ  was הַּ
part of the reason he developed a warm relationship with the  ַּשְגִיח עֲקֹב ,מַּ -Lubchansky (son-in ר׳ יִשְרָאֵל יַּ
law of the רְדוֹק לְמִיד He was a close .(אַלטעֶר מִנוֹבהַּ גִידֵי שִעוּר and רָאשֵי יְשִיבָה to all the תַּ  ;of Baranowitz מַּ
however, he would try quote from ר׳ אֶלְחָנָן, his רֶבִי מֻבְהָק, in every שֵעוּר. In 1929, he transferred to  ת יְשִיבַּ
 to Shanghai via יְשִיבָה He escaped with the .”מִיר where he became known as one of the “lions of the ,מִיר
Japan. He married Bluma Malik after WWII. Upon his arrival in the USA he joined the ת מִיר  where he יְשִיבַּ
taught thousands of לְמִידִים  is מוּסָר without תוֹרָה over the next 53 years, stressing that learning תַּ
impossible. R’ Elya had a fatherly bond with all his  לְמִידִים רְבִיצֵי תוֹרָה He molded .תַּ  who are distinctly מַּ

recognizable having the same sterling יִם ,עֲנָוָה ,מִדּוֹת טוֹבוֹת תוֹרָה and ,יִרְאַת שָמַּ ת הַּ  .רֶבִי as their אַהֲבַּ

…and thank you 
again! It’s been so 
beautifully warm in 
the shiur room this 

winter!
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Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

 ר׳ צְבִי יְהוּדָה Edelstein, born in Sumiac, Slovakia, to ר׳ יַעֲקֹב
(town רָב) and מִרְיָם Movshowitz, learned with his father 
even after they moved to רַמַת הַשָרוֹן in אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל. He was 

from the first 7 בָחוּרִים in Yeshivas Ponovez in בְנֵי בְרַק. After his father’s 
 took over (age 26 and just engaged) ר׳ יַעֲקֹב ,s request’חֲזוֹן אִיש at the ,פְטִירָה
his father’s position. He opened the town’s first כּוֹלֵל and later headed  יְשִיבַת
יְשִיבַת  and נְאוֹת יוֹסֵף of רָב He was also .יְשִיבַת סַדִיגוּרָה and חוּג חֲתַם סוֹפֵר
 For over 60 years his .בֵית דִין and served on R Nissim Karelitz’s ,תִפְאֶרֶת מֹשֶה
 .were sought by both religious and secular Jews יְשוּעוֹת and ,בְרָכוֹת ,פְסָקׅים
His י̣רְאַת שָמַיִם and גְמׅילוּת חֶסֶד were only rivaled by his יְדׅיעוֹת in נׅגְלֶה וְנׅסְתָר. 
He wrote ְבְעִקְבֵי מִנְחַת חִנּוּך, and שִעוּרֵי שַבָת among others.

 כ״ז שבט 
5684 – 5777 
1924 – 2017 

Whenever a resident of רוֹן  made a רַמַת הַשָׁ
 even with just a few people ,סׅיוּם
attending, he knew that if ר׳ יַעֲקֹב 
Edelstein (the ב  of the town) was told רָׁ
about the סׅיוּם, he would make it his 
business to be there. However busy his 
schedule, ר׳ יַעֲקֹב would excuse himself 
with the same line, “I will go just for one 
minute!” He explained his reasoning, “We 
must instill love for the ה  .in every person תּוֹרָׁ
The ב  will give them סׅיוּם s high regard for a personal'רָׁ
”[!סׅיוּם to desire making another] חׅזּוּק
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רוּךְ ד׳ אֲשֶר הִצִיל אֶתְכֶם מִיַד מִצְרַיִם וּמִיַד פַרְעֺּה    ֺּאמֶר יִתְרוֹ בָּ )שְמוֹת יח:י(… וַי
And ֹיִתְרו  said, “Blessed is ד׳ Who has rescued you from the 

hand of Egypt and the hand of פַרְעֺּה …”
There is an enigmatic א רָּ  s’יִתְרוֹ about (סַנְהֶדְרִין צד.) גְמָּ

comment: “ א יִתְרוֹ וְאָמַר רוּךְ עַד שֶבָּ ֺּא אָמְרוּ בָּ גְנַאי הוּא לְמֺּשֶה וְשִשִים רִיבוֹא שֶל
רוּךְ ד׳ ינוּ it is a shame that — בָּ ל and all of מֺּשֶה רַבֵּ אֵּ  never said כְלַל יִשְרָּ
רוּךְ ד׳ רוּךְ ד׳ ,declared יִתְרוֹ until בָּ  ”.ד׳ Blessed is — בָּ

The literal meaning of the א רָּ  was יִתְרוֹ seems to state that גְמָּ
the first to say רוּךְ ד׳ ״א but is this true? The — בָּ  cites two earlier מַהַרְשָּ
ה where the פְסוּקׅים רוּךְ ד׳ states תּוֹרָּ  The first .יִתְרוֹ was used before בָּ
instance is in the episode of  ַנֺּח after the flood when he gave his ה כָּ  בְרָּ
to ם רוּךְ “ ,blessed his child and said נֺּחַ  .for his kindness and respect שֵּ בָּ

ם  י שֵּ …ד׳ אֱלֺקֵּ  — Blessed is ד׳, the G d of Shem … (אשִית ט:כו  The ”.(בְרֵּ
second instance is in the episode with אֱלִיעֶזֶר the servant of ם הָּ  אַבְרָּ
thanking ד׳ for the נֵּס of finding ה  so quickly. As the story started רִבְקָּ
unfolding and אֱלִיעֶזֶר realized how all the pieces fit together, he 
thanked ד׳ and exclaimed, “ רוּךְ ד ם 'בָּ הָּ י אַבְרָּ …אֱלֺקֵּ  — Blessed is ד׳, the G
d of ם הָּ אשִית כד:כז) … אַבְרָּ   .(בְרֵּ

The ״א  answers that there is a difference between מַהַרְשָּ
רוּךְ ד׳ The praises of .אֱלִיעֶזֶר and נֺּחַ  s praise and the praises of’יִתְרוֹ  בָּ
offered by  ַנֺּח and אֱלִיעֶזֶר were said in response to their own personal 
situation. Their praise was regarding only one individual. ֹיִתְרו’s praise 
was about a miracle that was performed by ד׳ for a רַבִים, group. The 
miracle of קְרִיעַת יַם סוּף was a miracle that involved millions [600,000 

men and far more women and children]. ֹיִתְרו expressed gratitude and 
thanked ד׳ for saving רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ  is a far רַבִים regarding a ד׳ Praise of .כְּ
greater level of praise.

Another more fundamental question that needs to be 
addressed is that it seems difficult to understand why the א רָּ  גְמָּ
criticizes ל אֵּ כְלַל  for never having given praise. While מֺּשֶה and כְלַל יִשְרָּ
ל אֵּ  never said these exact words, are we to ignore the מֺּשֶה and יִשְרָּ
ה ל led מֺּשֶה song, that ,שִירָּ אֵּ  יַם סוּף split the ד׳ in singing after כְלַל יִשְרָּ
for them? Is their praise any less significant than the רוּךְ ד׳  that was בָּ
said by ֹיִתְרו?  
 R' Sholom MiRadomsk זַצַ״ל distinguishes between ֹיִתְרו’s 
praise and ל אֵּ ״א s praise that will answer the’כְלַל יִשְרָּ  s question’מַהַרְשָּ
as well as explain the א רָּ כְלַל  and מֺּשֶה He answers that .סַנְהֶדְרִין in גְמָּ
ל אֵּ  s deliverance of them from their’ד׳ were both deeply moved by יִשְרָּ
enemies. מֺּשֶה and ל אֵּ  s overwhelming sense of gratitude’כְלַל יִשְרָּ
inspired them to sing His praise. They thanked and lauded ד׳ for what 
He did for them. The א רָּ  was saying that their focus on the praise גְמָּ
was personal. Similarly,  ַנֺּח and אֱלִיעֶזֶר were also praising ד׳ only for the 
kindness or miracle that involved them personally. In contrast, ֹיִתְרו 
expressed gratitude in a yet uncharted area — “Who rescued you” — 
he thanked ד׳ for saving רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ  was the first to appreciate the יִתְרוֹ .כְּ
benefit that others had received, to give thanks to ד׳ for His actions on 
behalf of others.

Adapted (in part) from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission of Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum)
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

פרשה:  יתרו     הפטרה: בשנת מות המלך עזיהו... )ישעיהו ו:א-ז:ו, ט:ה-ו(

דף יומי: בבא קמא צ״ג     משיב הרוח ומוריד הגשם     ותן טל ומטר לברכה     ברכי נפשי )שבת מנחה(

מצות תעשה: 3     מצות לא תעשה: 14

מברכים ר״ח אדר א )ר״ח: יום ו-ז, מולד אדר א ליל שבת קודש בשעה:  חלקים 5 + 21:29(
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FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד ,תַּ

In רוֹן שָׁ ת הַּ מַּ ר׳  .it was understood רַּ
עֲקֹב ״ל Edelstein יַּ צַּ  regardless of רב was your זַּ
which sect you belong to. The מתפללים of all of 
the 36 shuls knew that there were certain dates 
when עֲקֹב would join them for ר׳ יַּ davening. 
Beginning with עֲרׅיב מַּ on the 2nd night of ראֹש 
נָׁה שָׁ עֲקֹב ,הַּ  would make his rounds, visiting ר׳ יַּ
every shul by the end of ה ת תוֹרָׁ  Each shul .שׅמְחַּ
was graced by his presence sometime during a 
 whether it was the Turkish shul, the ,יוֹם טוֹב
Persian shul, the ה בְנֵי תוֹרָׁ shul, the 
Yemenite shul, or any of the various other town 
shuls. 

עֲקֹב   s stature once scared a young’ר׳ יַּ
shy resident of רוֹן שָׁ ת הַּ מַּ  who stood before רַּ

him. Red faced with embarrassment, the boy 
was hesitant as he held a beautiful אֶתְרוֹג. He 
had dreamed of this moment for months, and 
now he stood before the elderly ב  with a long ,רָׁ
line of men behind him, as he sought the ב  s’רָׁ
approval for his אֶתְרוֹג.

Someone whispered to the ב  He“ ,רָׁ
has been saving up for this since he received his 
ה  money last year. He used all of his money חֲנכָֻׁ
to buy his own אֶתְרוֹג.”

עֲקֹב  beamed with pride. Here was ר׳ יַּ
a pure Jewish child who had accumulated a 
substantial sum of money and had spent it with 
joy for the purpose of fulfilling a ה  Could .מׅצְוָׁ
there be anything more praiseworthy than that?

The ב  ,carefully אֶתְרוֹג examined the רָׁ

taking his time as if there wasn’t a long line of 
men, many of them much older than his current 
questioner, waiting to present their own 
 .סֻכוֹת to him on that busy day before אֶתְרוֹגׅים

Finally, the ב ר“ ,exclaimed רָׁ  !מְהֻדָׁ
ר  And then, in order to give the boy the ”!מְהֻדָׁ
best possible feeling that he could, he added, 
“This אֶתְרוֹג is worthy even for a 90 year old!”

My לְמִיד  R' Edelstein was the town ,תַּ
ב  .and he heard tens of issues on a daily basis רָׁ
However, he empathized and addressed each 
petitioner individually. His delicate heart was as 
pure as a child and he naturally related even to 
a young child’s heart!

רוּךְ! יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָׁ
,בְיְדִידוּת Your רֶבִי

Story adapted: Yated Ne’eman (with kind permission)

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

נַיִם מִקְרָא  ת שְׁ הִלְכ�וֹ
�וּם רְ�וּ ְ�אֶחָד תוַּ

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

• R' Yaakov Kamenetsky זַצַ״ל would first read a ה שָּ רָּ  and פָּ
then he would recite each סוּק ה of that פָּ שָּ רָּ  followed by פָּ
the corresponding תַרְגּוּם.

• According to some opinions, one can fulfill part of one’s 
obligation for ד תַרְגּוּם א וְאֶחָּ  by reading along שְנַיִם מִקְרָּ
quietly during ה .קְרִיאַת הַתוֹרָּ

ContestThe 10th International Pirchei שמו"ת
ד אֶת אָבִיךָ וְאֶת אִמֶךָ  בֵּ )שְמוֹת כ:יב(… כַּ  

 Honor your father and mother …  
The דִבְרוֹת  were inscribed on two stone tablets, five עֲשֶרֶת הַּ

מָקוֹם on each side. One side contained laws relating to דִבְרוֹת ין אָדָם לַּ  בֵּ
— man and ה׳; the other contained laws relating to ֹרו חֲבֵּ ין אָדָם לַּ  — בֵּ
man and his fellow man. Why was the מִצְוָה of honoring parents 
placed on the מָקוֹם ין אָדָם לַּ ?side בֵּ

There are many answers to this thought provoking 
question. The מֶק דָבָר  explains that this is to teach us that one הָעֵּ
should always be aware that respect for our parents is part of our 
obligation to ה׳.

The מֶשֶךְ חָכְמָה answers that respecting one’s parents is the 
cornerstone of our faith. Our tradition is based on the chain of מָסוֹרָה 
that extends from בְרָהָם י to אַּ  a chain made up of the links ,סִינַּ
between parents and children. If we do not show the proper honor to 
our parents we are cutting that chain.

The obligation to honor one’s father and mother 
encompasses one’s thoughts, speech and deeds. The most important 
honor is in one’s heart — we must teach ourselves to appreciate and 
value our parents.

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞
As a young בָחוּר, R' Shmuel Zvi Kowalsky would make his 

way to the חֲזוֹן אִיש’s modest home where the two studied privately 
on a regular basis. The חֲזוֹן אִיש was extremely fond of his young 
בְרוּתָא  learning, but in all areas of תּוֹרָה and guided him not only in חַּ
spiritual development. Once, as Shmuel Zvi prepared to travel home 
for יוֹם טוֹב, the חֲזוֹן אִיש told him, “A Jew is required to begin 
reviewing the laws of a given יוֹם טוֹב thirty days before the יוֹם טוֹב. A 
נִים who is preparing to return home for בָחוּר זְמַּ ין הַּ  must review the בֵּ
laws of ם לְחָן עָרוּךְ in כִבוּד אָב וְאֵּ  Shmuel Zvi was an ideal student; his ”.שֻׁ
performance of this מִצְוָה remains a model to strive to emulate.

R' Kowalsky delivered a daily שִעוּר in גְמָרָא which his father 
attended. Whenever his father entered while the שִעוּר was in 
progress, R' Kowalsky would rise to his full height, place his own גְמָרָא 
before his father and take another volume for himself. When 

responding to a question posed by his father, he spoke as a servant 
speaking in front of a king.

After his father passed away, R' Kowalsky visited his mother 
daily after delivering his שִעוּר. On בָת  when his mother joined his ,שַּ
family for meals, she sat next to him and was always served first.

A week before R’ Kowalsky’s passing, he attended the 
wedding of a son of a primary benefactor of the ל  .he headed כוֹלֵּ
Another married son of the benefactor came to join the family at his 
brother’s wedding. During the meal, this son suffered chest pains. 
Afraid to alarm his parents, he asked to be examined in a side room. 
After reading the EKG results, the doctor advised him to go directly to 
a hospital.

The stricken man was in a quandary. He was afraid to 
disobey the doctor’s orders, but was concerned that his absence 
would be noticed and his parents would have to be told what had 
occurred. Aside from the worry and distress they would endure, this 
would mar the שִמְחָה at their son’s wedding.

R' Kowalsky, who was then gravely ill, entered the wedding 
hall and was apprised of the situation. After pondering the matter in 
silence, he told the patient, “Remain here at the wedding. You can 
relax; all will be well. I take full responsibility for your health.”

R' Kowalsky returned home and told his family, “I have 
assumed a great responsibility!” He then distributed volumes of 
פֶר to his family, divided the entire תְּהִלִים  among them, and they all סֵּ
began to pray. It was 3:00 a.m. when they finished. R' Kowalsky told 
them, “This young man came from America only for the sake of his 
parents, to honor them and bring them joy by participating in his 
brother’s wedding. This מִצְוָה is sufficient to shield him so that he will 
live long. It cannot be that he will suffer harm for having remained at 
the wedding to save his parents from distress.”

The young man returned to the US a few days later and 
visited a heart specialist. After a thorough examination and a series of 
tests, the doctor concluded that the man was in excellent health.

Adapted from: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

Honoring Parents
This week 14 of our 10th Annual Pirchei Newsletter International גּוּם אֶחָד תַרְׁ רָא וְׁ נַיִם מִקְׁ .contest שְׁ
In ים ,(חוֹבֶרֶת כ״ו תשע״ה:י) סֵפֶר אוֹר הַשַבָת  a child must ,חִנּוּךְ For .פָרָשָה was questioned regarding a child reviewing only part of a זַצַ״ל Kanievsky ר׳ חַיּׅ

normally fulfill the complete וָה גּוּם Regarding .מִצְׁ אֶחָד תַרְׁ רָא וְׁ נַיִם מִקְׁ ים ,שְׁ אַט“ was of the opinion that a child should be trained ר׳ חַיּׅ אַט לְׁ  in stages, similar to — ”לְׁ
our שוֹבָבִים Contest: 1st and 2nd grade (6+) should complete the פָרָשָה until 3 ,שֵנִיrd grade (8+) until לִישִי בִיעִי 4th grade (9+) until ,שְׁ י 5th grade (10+) until  ,רְׁ  ,חֲמִיש ִ
6th grade (11+) until 7 ,שִשִיth and 8th grades (12+) complete the entire פָרָשָה. 

Is your school or city represented in the Pirchei International גּוּם אֶחָד תַרְׁ רָא וְׁ נַיִם מִקְׁ  !contest? Every week is a new opportunity to enter this raffle שְׁ
Any week you and your school can join and become part of this amazing קִדּוּש ד׳. You can be part of hundreds of the children who are igniting the world with 
the כוּתְז  of this unique וָה גוּדָּה אַחַתֲא as an מִצְׁ ! 

It is not too late to enter the contest. To become a part of this amazing קִדּוּש ד׳, please send a weekly fax to 718 506 9633 or email to 
shnayimmikracontest@gmail.com signed by a parent – include your grade, name, school, city, state, zip, contact and fax #, and which פָרָשָה. 

The list of contestants as of press time for first 13 weeks of the contest are:
Grade 1 – Yeshaya Gewirtz; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Baltimore, MD; Dovid Geisler; Lakewood Cheder School; Chaim Schneider; Yeshiva Ohr Yehuda; 
Lakewood, NJ; Aryeh Leib haCohen Schwartz; Yeshivas M’kor Boruch; Passaic, NJ; Mordechai Sonenzon; Tiferes Elimelech; Yosef Auerbach, Alexander Brecher, 
Michael Dovid Dratler, Menashe Freier, Yaakov Friedman, Michael Genuth, Moshe Tzvi Gestetner, Yehuda Goldring, Benny Gross, Simcha Haitanian, Daniel 
Hild, Eliyahu Himy, Yosef Horovitz, Ezra Joudai, Viggy Kalikstein, Eli Kupfer, Akiva Marcus, Yaakov Oberlander, Zev Ralbag, Yisroel Meir Rosenberg, Yitzchok 
Rosenfeld, Menachem Schachter, Yaakov Yosef Sherr, Ezra Shillian, Yitzchok Somerstein, Shlomo Sprung, Mordy Tepper, Avi Vogel, Mendy Westreich, Yechiel 

Weingarten, Eli Wilamowsky; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Shmuel Gruen, Eliyahu Margulies; Yeshivas Derech HaTorah; Cleveland, OH.
Grade 2 – David Shimon Ickovitz; Yeshiva Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Boruch Greenfield; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim (TA); Baltimore, MD; Zev Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas 
Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Avrohom Dov Hirsch; Tiferes Elimelech; Yisroel Willner, Yosef Willner; Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; Chananel Amira, Yoni Brody, Shmuel Cohen, 
Nachman Ettlinger, Meshulem Figdor, Zevi Fingerer, Eli Fried, Benny Gross, Yaakov Moshe Gross, Nossi Grossberger, Aron Pinchas Julonov, Moshe Katz, 
Ephraim Meir Kenigsburg, Chaim Moshe Klepfish, Akiva Kugielsky, Yosef Lederer, Aaron Marcus, Abie Methal, Sruly Miller, Shloimy Moskowitz, Nossi Paneth, 
Yisroel Perl, Elie Posen, Shlomo Ruzorsky, Binyomin Schwartz, Yaakov Sokel, Daniel Stern, Shloimie Strimber, Meir Wechselbaum, Yechiel Zahler, Eli Zaret; 

Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY.
Grade 3 – Yosef Shalom Kroll, Eli Mark, Elie Sadwin, Ephraim Silver, Zev Weinstok; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Baltimore, MD; Yehuda Amsel, Yitzi Compton, 
Yitzchok Deitel, Yisroel Feig, Meir Frank, Yisrael Zalman Frankel, Calev Gestetner, Meir Gluck, Yehuda Horowitz, Meir Karmel, Yehuda Kreitman, Moshe Dov 
Miller, Yechiel Mueller, Tzvi Rothenberg, Yaakov Dov Schmuckler, Eli Schonbrun, Mordechai Septimus, Yehuda Tress, Shaya Verschleiser; Yeshiva Toras Aron; 
Lakewood, NJ; Mordechai Shmuel Fisher; Talmud Torah Ohr Moshe; Shmuel Aharonof, Noam Ashur, Dovid Dafner, Ari Danzinger, Avner Davidoff, Dovi Deutsch, 
Yaakov Menachem Dratler, Yaakov Moshe Elkon, Aryeh Flam, Yehudah Ghoori, Yitzchak Gohari, Noach Goldshteyn, Zaki Goodman, Ari Greenberg, Rephael 
Himy, Avraham Yitzchak Kupfer, Daniel Lipschutz, Yosef Marcus, Menashe Salb, Kalman Spira, Shmuel Spitz; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Asher Epstein; 

Fallsburg Cheder; Fallsburg, NY; Leibellah Hochhauser, Avrohom Dovid Solomon; Yeshivas Derech HaTorah; Cleveland, OH.
Grade 4 (UK) – Asher Yochanan Herskine; Keser Torah Boys School; Gateshead, UK.
Grade 4 – Ari Nachman Wheeler; Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Yaakov Zev Fogel, Yosef Guttenberg, Akiva Kaplan, Ephraim Krupp, Gavriel Siff, Aryeh Leib 
Slansky, Akiva Wolfish; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim (TA); Baltimore, MD; Dovid Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Yehuda Bachrach; Yeshivas M’kor 
Boruch; Passaic, NJ; Shlomie Sonenzon; Tiferes Elimelech; Menachem Blum, Efraim Danzger, Mordechai Egri, Zalman Dov Fried, Tzvi Goldman, Zalman 
Goldring, Moshe Gross, Yisroel Dovid Hirsch, Zevi Itzkowitz, Yisroel Shalom Julanov, Yaakov Kastner, Avi Kaufman, Daniel Kelman, Tzvi Kelman, Yerachmiel 
Landman, Efraim Ledereich, Yehuda Marcus, Chaim Markovitz, Shaya Rubinstein, Meir Sokel, Shmuel Sprung, Eli Stern, Yehoshua Stern, Abie Sussman, Shmuel 
Teller, Aryeh Yaiche, Netanel Zwick; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Yaakov Mordechai Fulda, Yisroel Meir Ganz; Siach Yitzchok; Far Rockaway, NY; 
Nochum Shimon Brown, Elisha Daniel, Simcha Leib Deal, Rephael Flaum, Nosson Tzvi Gewirtz, Mordechai Gold, Yehuda Gross, Elisha Iskowitz, Ahron Katz, Elan 
Levi, Shimon Orlian, Zev Schonkopf, Tzvi Schulman, Yehuda Shafran, Levi Sherman, Moshe Solomon, Raphie Weiss; Yeshiva Ketana of Long Island; Inwood, NY; 

Moshe Hochhauser, Avrohom Dovid Solomon; Yeshivas Derech HaTorah; Cleveland, OH; Avi Lindenbaum; Politz Yeshiva; Philadelphia, PA.
Grade 5 – Yosef Shalom Stern; Yeshiva Ketana of LA; Los Angeles, CA; Dovid Berman, Ari Gale, Shmuel Yaakov Herzog, Matis Mintz, Yossi Newman, Yisroel 
Novice, Shua Rubin, Baruch Silver, Eliyahu Weiner, Meir Yehuda, Tzvi Zakem; Yeshiva Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Avraham Abramson, Sheftel Beren, Aaron Bernstein, 
Shmuel Blashka, Yisrael Matan Cline, Yaakov Danziger, Aharon Flax, Izzy Greenberg, Avraham Hakakian, Elisha Hirsch, Yaakov Karimov, Abraham Kassin, 
Hershel Meir Kopel, Yehoshua Lavi, Tuvia Shalom Schwarz, Aryeh Silber, Menachem Sonnenblick, Yaakov Weiss; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim (TA); Yehuda Frieman, 
Kalman Hefter, Chaim Katz, Daniel Kraines, Naftali Kraines, Zevi Minkin, Yaakov Pianko, Eliyahu Rayman; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Eliezer Elkon, 
Yehuda Itzkowitz, Sruly Kolodny, Chaim Leibhard, Yisroel Moshe Levinson, Shlomo Paneth, Binyamin Leib Rodionov, Gavriel Spitz, Gavriel Worenklein, 
Mordechai Yifat, Yehuda Yifat; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Dovid Bachrach, Yehuda Lazarowitz; Yeshivas M’kor Boruch; Passaic, NJ; Avraham Abba 
Freedman, Shmuel Bodner, Yisroel Borenstein, Zelly Elbaum, Chaim Gold, Meir Gruen, Aryeh Zev Hochhauser, Ephraim Jacobovitch, Yosef Shalom Katz, Dovid 
Kleinbart, Yehuda Aryeh Kleinman, Noach Lerman, Yisroel Margulies, Moshe Yehuda Nisenbaum, Shmuel Posner, Elazar Sheinis; Yeshivas Derech HaTorah; 

Cleveland, OH;  Yitzchok Binder; Yeshiva Yesodei HaTorah; Toronto, ON; Yosef Newman; Politz Yeshiva; Philadelphia, PA.
Grade 6 – Avrohom Yaakov Ickovitz; Yaakov Eliyahu Naiman, Amrom Novice; Yeshiva Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Elazar Meir Dashevsky, Yoel Goldstein, Nachshon 
Grayman, Menachem Marcus, Akiva Morris, Reuven Newman, Yakov Newmark, Aaron David Richards, Yehuda Rubin, Noach Salzberg, Avi Scherer, Dovi 
Shulman, Shlomo Steinharter, Baruch Tessler; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Zecharia Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Meshilem Zev 
Fisher; Talmud Torah Ohr Moshe; Reuven Ginsberg; The Cheder; Eli Sonenzon; Tiferes Elimelech; Shimmy Lowy; Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; Shmuel Perlman; Yeshiva 
Ketana of Bensonhurst; Aryeh Davis, Baruch Deutsch, Binyomin Elkon, Sholom Friedman, Moshe Yehoshua Gifter, Dov Ber (Dovi) Lewin, Shimon Yhukanov; 
Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Betzalel Alter, Shaul Geller, Yaakov Kaminsky, Avrohom Lehman, Moshe Miller, Avrohom Boruch Rottenberg, Menachem 
Spira; Yeshiva Bais Dovid; Monsey, NY; Chaim Gold; Hebrew Academy; Cleveland, OH; David Azoulay, Dovid Yitzchok Benmergui, Aharon Pinchos Botnick, 
Meshulem Yoel Braun, Yechiel Buksbaum, Shimmi Diamant, Yehuda Ehrlichster, Shlomo Enkin, Elazar Gestetner, Aryeh Grossman, Shmaya Grunfeld, Dovid 
Halperin, Meir Tzvi Handelsman, Shmuel Hirsch, Mordechai Isaacs, Naftali Kestenbaum, Shmuel Kestenbaum, Yona Krongold, Aaron Kuznicki, Yosef Yitzchock 
Lifshits, Menachem Lipsett, Elazar Malaib, Yosef Shalom Merzel, Shraga Nathan, Shimon Yehuda Ochs, Yaakov Ouzzan, Elazar Pam, Refoel Moshe Paretzky, 
Eliezer Reiss, Yaakov Nosson Rosen, Yonah Schaumer, Pinny Scheinberg, Eliezer Schloss, Dovid Silberstein, Ephraim Silver, Eliyahu Simon, Yitzi Sobel, Naftuli 

Weiss, Dovid Yavorsky, Yaakov Yefet; Yeshiva Yesodei HaTorah; Toronto, ON.
Grade 7 –  Avinoam Glass; Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Yosef Slansky; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim (TA); Menachem Gale; Yeshiva Kochav Yitzchok (TI); 
Shalom Barth, Netanel Berkowitz, Betzalel Cohen, Daniel Herman, Shraga Kraines, Akiva Krohn, Chaim Newmark, Yaakov Paige, Yaakov Tzvi Rayman, Eliezer 
Dov Saitowitz, Akiva Asher Shafranovich; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Yisroel Meir Ginsberg; The Cheder; Yitzchok Lowy; Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; 
Brooklyn, NY; Yaakov Heitner; Cheder D’Monsey; Spring Valley, NY; Shlomo Zalman Zigun; Yeshivas Derech HaTorah; Cleveland, OH; Tzvi Alon, Yehuda Belsky, 
Mordechai Eliyahu Braun, Binyomin Cohen, Mordechai Sender Colman, Asher Elkaim, Dovid Enkin, Shimon Felder, Elazar Garfunkel, Meir Simcha Golub, Dovid 
Grossmann, Avrom Grunfeld, Shmuly Kaplan, Eli Katz, Nesanel Katz, Yosef Zalman Kozak, Chaim Krupnik, Eli Reichmann, Elchonon Zev Rosen, Yisroel Meir 
Rothstein, Nosson Meyer Rubanov, Kalman Rubner, Boruch Ber Rudner, Meir Simcha Schuster, Dvir Shukroon, Yehuda Spivak, Yosef Ullman, Eli Meir Weiss, 

Meir Wiesenfeld, Yehuda Zauderer, Ari Zimmerman; Yeshiva Yesodei HaTorah; Toronto, ON. 
Grade 8 –  Dovi Nitekman, Zev Weinberg; Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Yisroel Bloch, Yaakov Zev Greenfield; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim (TA); Moshe 
Kraines, Yakir Lazar, Aharon Markowitz, Shmuel Morris, Yitzchok Rayman, Avi Isaac Schwartz; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Yitzchok Friedman, 
Pesach Gartenhaus, Yonah Zev Gewirtzman, Boruch Ber Landau, Simcha Zissel Levovitz, Yitzchok Avraham Perlstein, Yehoshua Mattisyahu Rockove, Moshe 
Rubinfeld, Yehoshua Heschel Schamovic, Michel Yehuda Schustal, Moishe Schwarcz; Lakewood Cheder School; Avraham Rupp; Yeshiva Even Yisroel; Meir 
Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Avrohom Chaim Toplan; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Brooklyn, NY; Yitzchok Teichman; Bais Mikroh; 
Monsey, NY; Zevi Aizental, Dovid Anhang, Avraham Berkowitz, Chaim Asher Bitterman, Nochum Brodsky, Avraham Chaim Buksbaum, Moshe Bursztyn, Eliezer 
Czermak, Mordechai Menachem Dworetsky, Dovid Feldman, Yechiel Frankel, Gershon Gartenhaus, Yosef Greenberg, Menachem Gross, Meir Kestenbaum, 
Raham Kotliarov, Shmuel Yosef Labkovsky, Yaakov Lindo, Eli Marder, Shmuli Meisels, Moshe Yisroel Merzel, Yiddle Milevsky, Gavriel Oberstein, Raphael Pavel, 

Yerucham Rothenberg, Levi Simcha Sachs, Meir Simon, David Turtel; Yeshiva Yesodei HaTorah; Toronto, ON.



  

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד ,תַּ

In רוֹן שָׁ ת הַּ מַּ ר׳  .it was understood רַּ
עֲקֹב ״ל Edelstein יַּ צַּ  regardless of רב was your זַּ
which sect you belong to. The מתפללים of all of 
the 36 shuls knew that there were certain dates 
when עֲקֹב would join them for ר׳ יַּ davening. 
Beginning with עֲרׅיב מַּ on the 2nd night of ראֹש 
נָׁה שָׁ עֲקֹב ,הַּ  would make his rounds, visiting ר׳ יַּ
every shul by the end of ה ת תוֹרָׁ  Each shul .שׅמְחַּ
was graced by his presence sometime during a 
 whether it was the Turkish shul, the ,יוֹם טוֹב
Persian shul, the ה בְנֵי תוֹרָׁ shul, the 
Yemenite shul, or any of the various other town 
shuls. 

עֲקֹב   s stature once scared a young’ר׳ יַּ
shy resident of רוֹן שָׁ ת הַּ מַּ  who stood before רַּ

him. Red faced with embarrassment, the boy 
was hesitant as he held a beautiful אֶתְרוֹג. He 
had dreamed of this moment for months, and 
now he stood before the elderly ב  with a long ,רָׁ
line of men behind him, as he sought the ב  s’רָׁ
approval for his אֶתְרוֹג.

Someone whispered to the ב  He“ ,רָׁ
has been saving up for this since he received his 
ה  money last year. He used all of his money חֲנכָֻׁ
to buy his own אֶתְרוֹג.”

עֲקֹב  beamed with pride. Here was ר׳ יַּ
a pure Jewish child who had accumulated a 
substantial sum of money and had spent it with 
joy for the purpose of fulfilling a ה  Could .מׅצְוָׁ
there be anything more praiseworthy than that?

The ב  ,carefully אֶתְרוֹג examined the רָׁ

taking his time as if there wasn’t a long line of 
men, many of them much older than his current 
questioner, waiting to present their own 
 .סֻכוֹת to him on that busy day before אֶתְרוֹגׅים

Finally, the ב ר“ ,exclaimed רָׁ  !מְהֻדָׁ
ר  And then, in order to give the boy the ”!מְהֻדָׁ
best possible feeling that he could, he added, 
“This אֶתְרוֹג is worthy even for a 90 year old!”

My לְמִיד  R' Edelstein was the town ,תַּ
ב  .and he heard tens of issues on a daily basis רָׁ
However, he empathized and addressed each 
petitioner individually. His delicate heart was as 
pure as a child and he naturally related even to 
a young child’s heart!

רוּךְ! יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָׁ
,בְיְדִידוּת Your רֶבִי

Story adapted: Yated Ne’eman (with kind permission)

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

נַיִם מִקְרָא  ת שְׁ הִלְכ�וֹ
�וּם רְ�וּ ְ�אֶחָד תוַּ

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

• R' Yaakov Kamenetsky זַצַ״ל would first read a ה שָּ רָּ  and פָּ
then he would recite each סוּק ה of that פָּ שָּ רָּ  followed by פָּ
the corresponding תַרְגּוּם.

• According to some opinions, one can fulfill part of one’s 
obligation for ד תַרְגּוּם א וְאֶחָּ  by reading along שְנַיִם מִקְרָּ
quietly during ה .קְרִיאַת הַתוֹרָּ

ContestThe 10th International Pirchei שמו"ת
ד אֶת אָבִיךָ וְאֶת אִמֶךָ  בֵּ )שְמוֹת כ:יב(… כַּ  

 Honor your father and mother …  
The דִבְרוֹת  were inscribed on two stone tablets, five עֲשֶרֶת הַּ

מָקוֹם on each side. One side contained laws relating to דִבְרוֹת ין אָדָם לַּ  בֵּ
— man and ה׳; the other contained laws relating to ֹרו חֲבֵּ ין אָדָם לַּ  — בֵּ
man and his fellow man. Why was the מִצְוָה of honoring parents 
placed on the מָקוֹם ין אָדָם לַּ ?side בֵּ

There are many answers to this thought provoking 
question. The מֶק דָבָר  explains that this is to teach us that one הָעֵּ
should always be aware that respect for our parents is part of our 
obligation to ה׳.

The מֶשֶךְ חָכְמָה answers that respecting one’s parents is the 
cornerstone of our faith. Our tradition is based on the chain of מָסוֹרָה 
that extends from בְרָהָם י to אַּ  a chain made up of the links ,סִינַּ
between parents and children. If we do not show the proper honor to 
our parents we are cutting that chain.

The obligation to honor one’s father and mother 
encompasses one’s thoughts, speech and deeds. The most important 
honor is in one’s heart — we must teach ourselves to appreciate and 
value our parents.

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞
As a young בָחוּר, R' Shmuel Zvi Kowalsky would make his 

way to the חֲזוֹן אִיש’s modest home where the two studied privately 
on a regular basis. The חֲזוֹן אִיש was extremely fond of his young 
בְרוּתָא  learning, but in all areas of תּוֹרָה and guided him not only in חַּ
spiritual development. Once, as Shmuel Zvi prepared to travel home 
for יוֹם טוֹב, the חֲזוֹן אִיש told him, “A Jew is required to begin 
reviewing the laws of a given יוֹם טוֹב thirty days before the יוֹם טוֹב. A 
נִים who is preparing to return home for בָחוּר זְמַּ ין הַּ  must review the בֵּ
laws of ם לְחָן עָרוּךְ in כִבוּד אָב וְאֵּ  Shmuel Zvi was an ideal student; his ”.שֻׁ
performance of this מִצְוָה remains a model to strive to emulate.

R' Kowalsky delivered a daily שִעוּר in גְמָרָא which his father 
attended. Whenever his father entered while the שִעוּר was in 
progress, R' Kowalsky would rise to his full height, place his own גְמָרָא 
before his father and take another volume for himself. When 

responding to a question posed by his father, he spoke as a servant 
speaking in front of a king.

After his father passed away, R' Kowalsky visited his mother 
daily after delivering his שִעוּר. On בָת  when his mother joined his ,שַּ
family for meals, she sat next to him and was always served first.

A week before R’ Kowalsky’s passing, he attended the 
wedding of a son of a primary benefactor of the ל  .he headed כוֹלֵּ
Another married son of the benefactor came to join the family at his 
brother’s wedding. During the meal, this son suffered chest pains. 
Afraid to alarm his parents, he asked to be examined in a side room. 
After reading the EKG results, the doctor advised him to go directly to 
a hospital.

The stricken man was in a quandary. He was afraid to 
disobey the doctor’s orders, but was concerned that his absence 
would be noticed and his parents would have to be told what had 
occurred. Aside from the worry and distress they would endure, this 
would mar the שִמְחָה at their son’s wedding.

R' Kowalsky, who was then gravely ill, entered the wedding 
hall and was apprised of the situation. After pondering the matter in 
silence, he told the patient, “Remain here at the wedding. You can 
relax; all will be well. I take full responsibility for your health.”

R' Kowalsky returned home and told his family, “I have 
assumed a great responsibility!” He then distributed volumes of 
פֶר to his family, divided the entire תְּהִלִים  among them, and they all סֵּ
began to pray. It was 3:00 a.m. when they finished. R' Kowalsky told 
them, “This young man came from America only for the sake of his 
parents, to honor them and bring them joy by participating in his 
brother’s wedding. This מִצְוָה is sufficient to shield him so that he will 
live long. It cannot be that he will suffer harm for having remained at 
the wedding to save his parents from distress.”

The young man returned to the US a few days later and 
visited a heart specialist. After a thorough examination and a series of 
tests, the doctor concluded that the man was in excellent health.

Adapted from: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

Honoring Parents
This week 14 of our 10th Annual Pirchei Newsletter International גּוּם אֶחָד תַרְׁ רָא וְׁ נַיִם מִקְׁ .contest שְׁ
In ים ,(חוֹבֶרֶת כ״ו תשע״ה:י) סֵפֶר אוֹר הַשַבָת  a child must ,חִנּוּךְ For .פָרָשָה was questioned regarding a child reviewing only part of a זַצַ״ל Kanievsky ר׳ חַיּׅ

normally fulfill the complete וָה גּוּם Regarding .מִצְׁ אֶחָד תַרְׁ רָא וְׁ נַיִם מִקְׁ ים ,שְׁ אַט“ was of the opinion that a child should be trained ר׳ חַיּׅ אַט לְׁ  in stages, similar to — ”לְׁ
our שוֹבָבִים Contest: 1st and 2nd grade (6+) should complete the פָרָשָה until 3 ,שֵנִיrd grade (8+) until לִישִי בִיעִי 4th grade (9+) until ,שְׁ י 5th grade (10+) until  ,רְׁ  ,חֲמִיש ִ
6th grade (11+) until 7 ,שִשִיth and 8th grades (12+) complete the entire פָרָשָה. 

Is your school or city represented in the Pirchei International גּוּם אֶחָד תַרְׁ רָא וְׁ נַיִם מִקְׁ  !contest? Every week is a new opportunity to enter this raffle שְׁ
Any week you and your school can join and become part of this amazing קִדּוּש ד׳. You can be part of hundreds of the children who are igniting the world with 
the כוּתְז  of this unique וָה גוּדָּה אַחַתֲא as an מִצְׁ ! 

It is not too late to enter the contest. To become a part of this amazing קִדּוּש ד׳, please send a weekly fax to 718 506 9633 or email to 
shnayimmikracontest@gmail.com signed by a parent – include your grade, name, school, city, state, zip, contact and fax #, and which פָרָשָה. 

The list of contestants as of press time for first 13 weeks of the contest are:
Grade 1 – Yeshaya Gewirtz; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Baltimore, MD; Dovid Geisler; Lakewood Cheder School; Chaim Schneider; Yeshiva Ohr Yehuda; 
Lakewood, NJ; Aryeh Leib haCohen Schwartz; Yeshivas M’kor Boruch; Passaic, NJ; Mordechai Sonenzon; Tiferes Elimelech; Yosef Auerbach, Alexander Brecher, 
Michael Dovid Dratler, Menashe Freier, Yaakov Friedman, Michael Genuth, Moshe Tzvi Gestetner, Yehuda Goldring, Benny Gross, Simcha Haitanian, Daniel 
Hild, Eliyahu Himy, Yosef Horovitz, Ezra Joudai, Viggy Kalikstein, Eli Kupfer, Akiva Marcus, Yaakov Oberlander, Zev Ralbag, Yisroel Meir Rosenberg, Yitzchok 
Rosenfeld, Menachem Schachter, Yaakov Yosef Sherr, Ezra Shillian, Yitzchok Somerstein, Shlomo Sprung, Mordy Tepper, Avi Vogel, Mendy Westreich, Yechiel 

Weingarten, Eli Wilamowsky; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Shmuel Gruen, Eliyahu Margulies; Yeshivas Derech HaTorah; Cleveland, OH.
Grade 2 – David Shimon Ickovitz; Yeshiva Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Boruch Greenfield; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim (TA); Baltimore, MD; Zev Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas 
Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Avrohom Dov Hirsch; Tiferes Elimelech; Yisroel Willner, Yosef Willner; Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; Chananel Amira, Yoni Brody, Shmuel Cohen, 
Nachman Ettlinger, Meshulem Figdor, Zevi Fingerer, Eli Fried, Benny Gross, Yaakov Moshe Gross, Nossi Grossberger, Aron Pinchas Julonov, Moshe Katz, 
Ephraim Meir Kenigsburg, Chaim Moshe Klepfish, Akiva Kugielsky, Yosef Lederer, Aaron Marcus, Abie Methal, Sruly Miller, Shloimy Moskowitz, Nossi Paneth, 
Yisroel Perl, Elie Posen, Shlomo Ruzorsky, Binyomin Schwartz, Yaakov Sokel, Daniel Stern, Shloimie Strimber, Meir Wechselbaum, Yechiel Zahler, Eli Zaret; 

Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY.
Grade 3 – Yosef Shalom Kroll, Eli Mark, Elie Sadwin, Ephraim Silver, Zev Weinstok; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Baltimore, MD; Yehuda Amsel, Yitzi Compton, 
Yitzchok Deitel, Yisroel Feig, Meir Frank, Yisrael Zalman Frankel, Calev Gestetner, Meir Gluck, Yehuda Horowitz, Meir Karmel, Yehuda Kreitman, Moshe Dov 
Miller, Yechiel Mueller, Tzvi Rothenberg, Yaakov Dov Schmuckler, Eli Schonbrun, Mordechai Septimus, Yehuda Tress, Shaya Verschleiser; Yeshiva Toras Aron; 
Lakewood, NJ; Mordechai Shmuel Fisher; Talmud Torah Ohr Moshe; Shmuel Aharonof, Noam Ashur, Dovid Dafner, Ari Danzinger, Avner Davidoff, Dovi Deutsch, 
Yaakov Menachem Dratler, Yaakov Moshe Elkon, Aryeh Flam, Yehudah Ghoori, Yitzchak Gohari, Noach Goldshteyn, Zaki Goodman, Ari Greenberg, Rephael 
Himy, Avraham Yitzchak Kupfer, Daniel Lipschutz, Yosef Marcus, Menashe Salb, Kalman Spira, Shmuel Spitz; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Asher Epstein; 

Fallsburg Cheder; Fallsburg, NY; Leibellah Hochhauser, Avrohom Dovid Solomon; Yeshivas Derech HaTorah; Cleveland, OH.
Grade 4 (UK) – Asher Yochanan Herskine; Keser Torah Boys School; Gateshead, UK.
Grade 4 – Ari Nachman Wheeler; Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Yaakov Zev Fogel, Yosef Guttenberg, Akiva Kaplan, Ephraim Krupp, Gavriel Siff, Aryeh Leib 
Slansky, Akiva Wolfish; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim (TA); Baltimore, MD; Dovid Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Yehuda Bachrach; Yeshivas M’kor 
Boruch; Passaic, NJ; Shlomie Sonenzon; Tiferes Elimelech; Menachem Blum, Efraim Danzger, Mordechai Egri, Zalman Dov Fried, Tzvi Goldman, Zalman 
Goldring, Moshe Gross, Yisroel Dovid Hirsch, Zevi Itzkowitz, Yisroel Shalom Julanov, Yaakov Kastner, Avi Kaufman, Daniel Kelman, Tzvi Kelman, Yerachmiel 
Landman, Efraim Ledereich, Yehuda Marcus, Chaim Markovitz, Shaya Rubinstein, Meir Sokel, Shmuel Sprung, Eli Stern, Yehoshua Stern, Abie Sussman, Shmuel 
Teller, Aryeh Yaiche, Netanel Zwick; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Yaakov Mordechai Fulda, Yisroel Meir Ganz; Siach Yitzchok; Far Rockaway, NY; 
Nochum Shimon Brown, Elisha Daniel, Simcha Leib Deal, Rephael Flaum, Nosson Tzvi Gewirtz, Mordechai Gold, Yehuda Gross, Elisha Iskowitz, Ahron Katz, Elan 
Levi, Shimon Orlian, Zev Schonkopf, Tzvi Schulman, Yehuda Shafran, Levi Sherman, Moshe Solomon, Raphie Weiss; Yeshiva Ketana of Long Island; Inwood, NY; 

Moshe Hochhauser, Avrohom Dovid Solomon; Yeshivas Derech HaTorah; Cleveland, OH; Avi Lindenbaum; Politz Yeshiva; Philadelphia, PA.
Grade 5 – Yosef Shalom Stern; Yeshiva Ketana of LA; Los Angeles, CA; Dovid Berman, Ari Gale, Shmuel Yaakov Herzog, Matis Mintz, Yossi Newman, Yisroel 
Novice, Shua Rubin, Baruch Silver, Eliyahu Weiner, Meir Yehuda, Tzvi Zakem; Yeshiva Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Avraham Abramson, Sheftel Beren, Aaron Bernstein, 
Shmuel Blashka, Yisrael Matan Cline, Yaakov Danziger, Aharon Flax, Izzy Greenberg, Avraham Hakakian, Elisha Hirsch, Yaakov Karimov, Abraham Kassin, 
Hershel Meir Kopel, Yehoshua Lavi, Tuvia Shalom Schwarz, Aryeh Silber, Menachem Sonnenblick, Yaakov Weiss; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim (TA); Yehuda Frieman, 
Kalman Hefter, Chaim Katz, Daniel Kraines, Naftali Kraines, Zevi Minkin, Yaakov Pianko, Eliyahu Rayman; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Eliezer Elkon, 
Yehuda Itzkowitz, Sruly Kolodny, Chaim Leibhard, Yisroel Moshe Levinson, Shlomo Paneth, Binyamin Leib Rodionov, Gavriel Spitz, Gavriel Worenklein, 
Mordechai Yifat, Yehuda Yifat; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Dovid Bachrach, Yehuda Lazarowitz; Yeshivas M’kor Boruch; Passaic, NJ; Avraham Abba 
Freedman, Shmuel Bodner, Yisroel Borenstein, Zelly Elbaum, Chaim Gold, Meir Gruen, Aryeh Zev Hochhauser, Ephraim Jacobovitch, Yosef Shalom Katz, Dovid 
Kleinbart, Yehuda Aryeh Kleinman, Noach Lerman, Yisroel Margulies, Moshe Yehuda Nisenbaum, Shmuel Posner, Elazar Sheinis; Yeshivas Derech HaTorah; 

Cleveland, OH;  Yitzchok Binder; Yeshiva Yesodei HaTorah; Toronto, ON; Yosef Newman; Politz Yeshiva; Philadelphia, PA.
Grade 6 – Avrohom Yaakov Ickovitz; Yaakov Eliyahu Naiman, Amrom Novice; Yeshiva Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Elazar Meir Dashevsky, Yoel Goldstein, Nachshon 
Grayman, Menachem Marcus, Akiva Morris, Reuven Newman, Yakov Newmark, Aaron David Richards, Yehuda Rubin, Noach Salzberg, Avi Scherer, Dovi 
Shulman, Shlomo Steinharter, Baruch Tessler; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Zecharia Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Meshilem Zev 
Fisher; Talmud Torah Ohr Moshe; Reuven Ginsberg; The Cheder; Eli Sonenzon; Tiferes Elimelech; Shimmy Lowy; Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; Shmuel Perlman; Yeshiva 
Ketana of Bensonhurst; Aryeh Davis, Baruch Deutsch, Binyomin Elkon, Sholom Friedman, Moshe Yehoshua Gifter, Dov Ber (Dovi) Lewin, Shimon Yhukanov; 
Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Betzalel Alter, Shaul Geller, Yaakov Kaminsky, Avrohom Lehman, Moshe Miller, Avrohom Boruch Rottenberg, Menachem 
Spira; Yeshiva Bais Dovid; Monsey, NY; Chaim Gold; Hebrew Academy; Cleveland, OH; David Azoulay, Dovid Yitzchok Benmergui, Aharon Pinchos Botnick, 
Meshulem Yoel Braun, Yechiel Buksbaum, Shimmi Diamant, Yehuda Ehrlichster, Shlomo Enkin, Elazar Gestetner, Aryeh Grossman, Shmaya Grunfeld, Dovid 
Halperin, Meir Tzvi Handelsman, Shmuel Hirsch, Mordechai Isaacs, Naftali Kestenbaum, Shmuel Kestenbaum, Yona Krongold, Aaron Kuznicki, Yosef Yitzchock 
Lifshits, Menachem Lipsett, Elazar Malaib, Yosef Shalom Merzel, Shraga Nathan, Shimon Yehuda Ochs, Yaakov Ouzzan, Elazar Pam, Refoel Moshe Paretzky, 
Eliezer Reiss, Yaakov Nosson Rosen, Yonah Schaumer, Pinny Scheinberg, Eliezer Schloss, Dovid Silberstein, Ephraim Silver, Eliyahu Simon, Yitzi Sobel, Naftuli 

Weiss, Dovid Yavorsky, Yaakov Yefet; Yeshiva Yesodei HaTorah; Toronto, ON.
Grade 7 –  Avinoam Glass; Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Yosef Slansky; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim (TA); Menachem Gale; Yeshiva Kochav Yitzchok (TI); 
Shalom Barth, Netanel Berkowitz, Betzalel Cohen, Daniel Herman, Shraga Kraines, Akiva Krohn, Chaim Newmark, Yaakov Paige, Yaakov Tzvi Rayman, Eliezer 
Dov Saitowitz, Akiva Asher Shafranovich; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Yisroel Meir Ginsberg; The Cheder; Yitzchok Lowy; Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; 
Brooklyn, NY; Yaakov Heitner; Cheder D’Monsey; Spring Valley, NY; Shlomo Zalman Zigun; Yeshivas Derech HaTorah; Cleveland, OH; Tzvi Alon, Yehuda Belsky, 
Mordechai Eliyahu Braun, Binyomin Cohen, Mordechai Sender Colman, Asher Elkaim, Dovid Enkin, Shimon Felder, Elazar Garfunkel, Meir Simcha Golub, Dovid 
Grossmann, Avrom Grunfeld, Shmuly Kaplan, Eli Katz, Nesanel Katz, Yosef Zalman Kozak, Chaim Krupnik, Eli Reichmann, Elchonon Zev Rosen, Yisroel Meir 
Rothstein, Nosson Meyer Rubanov, Kalman Rubner, Boruch Ber Rudner, Meir Simcha Schuster, Dvir Shukroon, Yehuda Spivak, Yosef Ullman, Eli Meir Weiss, 

Meir Wiesenfeld, Yehuda Zauderer, Ari Zimmerman; Yeshiva Yesodei HaTorah; Toronto, ON. 
Grade 8 –  Dovi Nitekman, Zev Weinberg; Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Yisroel Bloch, Yaakov Zev Greenfield; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim (TA); Moshe 
Kraines, Yakir Lazar, Aharon Markowitz, Shmuel Morris, Yitzchok Rayman, Avi Isaac Schwartz; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Yitzchok Friedman, 
Pesach Gartenhaus, Yonah Zev Gewirtzman, Boruch Ber Landau, Simcha Zissel Levovitz, Yitzchok Avraham Perlstein, Yehoshua Mattisyahu Rockove, Moshe 
Rubinfeld, Yehoshua Heschel Schamovic, Michel Yehuda Schustal, Moishe Schwarcz; Lakewood Cheder School; Avraham Rupp; Yeshiva Even Yisroel; Meir 
Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Avrohom Chaim Toplan; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Brooklyn, NY; Yitzchok Teichman; Bais Mikroh; 
Monsey, NY; Zevi Aizental, Dovid Anhang, Avraham Berkowitz, Chaim Asher Bitterman, Nochum Brodsky, Avraham Chaim Buksbaum, Moshe Bursztyn, Eliezer 
Czermak, Mordechai Menachem Dworetsky, Dovid Feldman, Yechiel Frankel, Gershon Gartenhaus, Yosef Greenberg, Menachem Gross, Meir Kestenbaum, 
Raham Kotliarov, Shmuel Yosef Labkovsky, Yaakov Lindo, Eli Marder, Shmuli Meisels, Moshe Yisroel Merzel, Yiddle Milevsky, Gavriel Oberstein, Raphael Pavel, 

Yerucham Rothenberg, Levi Simcha Sachs, Meir Simon, David Turtel; Yeshiva Yesodei HaTorah; Toronto, ON.



The room where Rav Elya Jurkanski 
gave a shiur was sometimes cold.

The bochur received permission and 
on the next day in the hallway…

Two months later…

A week later Rav Jurkanski spoke to the 
bochur [in the street] after the shiur.

Brrr...I’m sure 
Rebbe feels cold 

too. I have an 
idea…

Abba, It’s cold in 
our shiur room. May 
I offer my Rebbe the 

electric heater we use 
for Succos to heat up 

the room?

Of course! It will 
be a great zechus for 

us to have a share in the 
Torah of Rav Jurkanski and 
his talmidim! But you have 
to ask reshus from your 

rebbi!

Rebbe, I 
appreciated Rebbe’s 
thank you, but I’m 

wondering why 
does Rebbe still 

thank me?

My son, I feel hakoras 
hatov, gratitude for the 

favor, each time I enter the 
room and benefit from the 
heater, so it is a new “Thank 

you!” every time!

It was so 
beautifully warm in 

the shiur room today. 
I greatly appreciated 

it. Thank you!

I cannot thank you 
enough…It’s been so 

beautifully warm in the 
shiur room the past 

week. Thank you!

 Jurkansky. As a young child, his רָחֵל לֵאָה and ר׳ אַבְרָהָם was born in Minsk, Belarus, to ר׳ אֶלִיָה
grandfather ר׳ רְאוּבֵן left an indelible impression of the messages found in the פְסוּקִים of ְ״ך נַּ  When he .תַּ
approached the age of ר מִצְוָה תְמָדָה his parents sent him to Baranowitz, Poland. His unusual ,בַּ  was הַּ
part of the reason he developed a warm relationship with the  ַּשְגִיח עֲקֹב ,מַּ -Lubchansky (son-in ר׳ יִשְרָאֵל יַּ
law of the רְדוֹק לְמִיד He was a close .(אַלטעֶר מִנוֹבהַּ גִידֵי שִעוּר and רָאשֵי יְשִיבָה to all the תַּ  ;of Baranowitz מַּ
however, he would try quote from ר׳ אֶלְחָנָן, his רֶבִי מֻבְהָק, in every שֵעוּר. In 1929, he transferred to  ת יְשִיבַּ
 to Shanghai via יְשִיבָה He escaped with the .”מִיר where he became known as one of the “lions of the ,מִיר
Japan. He married Bluma Malik after WWII. Upon his arrival in the USA he joined the ת מִיר  where he יְשִיבַּ
taught thousands of לְמִידִים  is מוּסָר without תוֹרָה over the next 53 years, stressing that learning תַּ
impossible. R’ Elya had a fatherly bond with all his  לְמִידִים רְבִיצֵי תוֹרָה He molded .תַּ  who are distinctly מַּ

recognizable having the same sterling יִם ,עֲנָוָה ,מִדּוֹת טוֹבוֹת תוֹרָה and ,יִרְאַת שָמַּ ת הַּ  .רֶבִי as their אַהֲבַּ

…and thank you 
again! It’s been so 
beautifully warm in 
the shiur room this 

winter!
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Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

 ר׳ צְבִי יְהוּדָה Edelstein, born in Sumiac, Slovakia, to ר׳ יַעֲקֹב
(town רָב) and מִרְיָם Movshowitz, learned with his father 
even after they moved to רַמַת הַשָרוֹן in אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל. He was 

from the first 7 בָחוּרִים in Yeshivas Ponovez in בְנֵי בְרַק. After his father’s 
 took over (age 26 and just engaged) ר׳ יַעֲקֹב ,s request’חֲזוֹן אִיש at the ,פְטִירָה
his father’s position. He opened the town’s first כּוֹלֵל and later headed  יְשִיבַת
יְשִיבַת  and נְאוֹת יוֹסֵף of רָב He was also .יְשִיבַת סַדִיגוּרָה and חוּג חֲתַם סוֹפֵר
 For over 60 years his .בֵית דִין and served on R Nissim Karelitz’s ,תִפְאֶרֶת מֹשֶה
 .were sought by both religious and secular Jews יְשוּעוֹת and ,בְרָכוֹת ,פְסָקׅים
His י̣רְאַת שָמַיִם and גְמׅילוּת חֶסֶד were only rivaled by his יְדׅיעוֹת in נׅגְלֶה וְנׅסְתָר. 
He wrote ְבְעִקְבֵי מִנְחַת חִנּוּך, and שִעוּרֵי שַבָת among others.

 כ״ז שבט 
5684 – 5777 
1924 – 2017 

Whenever a resident of רוֹן  made a רַמַת הַשָׁ
 even with just a few people ,סׅיוּם
attending, he knew that if ר׳ יַעֲקֹב 
Edelstein (the ב  of the town) was told רָׁ
about the סׅיוּם, he would make it his 
business to be there. However busy his 
schedule, ר׳ יַעֲקֹב would excuse himself 
with the same line, “I will go just for one 
minute!” He explained his reasoning, “We 
must instill love for the ה  .in every person תּוֹרָׁ
The ב  will give them סׅיוּם s high regard for a personal'רָׁ
”[!סׅיוּם to desire making another] חׅזּוּק

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.

בס״ד
Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of AmericaLearning from our Leaders

בס״ד

Agudas Yisroel of America

רוּךְ ד׳ אֲשֶר הִצִיל אֶתְכֶם מִיַד מִצְרַיִם וּמִיַד פַרְעֺּה    ֺּאמֶר יִתְרוֹ בָּ )שְמוֹת יח:י(… וַי
And ֹיִתְרו  said, “Blessed is ד׳ Who has rescued you from the 

hand of Egypt and the hand of פַרְעֺּה …”
There is an enigmatic א רָּ  s’יִתְרוֹ about (סַנְהֶדְרִין צד.) גְמָּ

comment: “ א יִתְרוֹ וְאָמַר רוּךְ עַד שֶבָּ ֺּא אָמְרוּ בָּ גְנַאי הוּא לְמֺּשֶה וְשִשִים רִיבוֹא שֶל
רוּךְ ד׳ ינוּ it is a shame that — בָּ ל and all of מֺּשֶה רַבֵּ אֵּ  never said כְלַל יִשְרָּ
רוּךְ ד׳ רוּךְ ד׳ ,declared יִתְרוֹ until בָּ  ”.ד׳ Blessed is — בָּ

The literal meaning of the א רָּ  was יִתְרוֹ seems to state that גְמָּ
the first to say רוּךְ ד׳ ״א but is this true? The — בָּ  cites two earlier מַהַרְשָּ
ה where the פְסוּקׅים רוּךְ ד׳ states תּוֹרָּ  The first .יִתְרוֹ was used before בָּ
instance is in the episode of  ַנֺּח after the flood when he gave his ה כָּ  בְרָּ
to ם רוּךְ “ ,blessed his child and said נֺּחַ  .for his kindness and respect שֵּ בָּ

ם  י שֵּ …ד׳ אֱלֺקֵּ  — Blessed is ד׳, the G d of Shem … (אשִית ט:כו  The ”.(בְרֵּ
second instance is in the episode with אֱלִיעֶזֶר the servant of ם הָּ  אַבְרָּ
thanking ד׳ for the נֵּס of finding ה  so quickly. As the story started רִבְקָּ
unfolding and אֱלִיעֶזֶר realized how all the pieces fit together, he 
thanked ד׳ and exclaimed, “ רוּךְ ד ם 'בָּ הָּ י אַבְרָּ …אֱלֺקֵּ  — Blessed is ד׳, the G
d of ם הָּ אשִית כד:כז) … אַבְרָּ   .(בְרֵּ

The ״א  answers that there is a difference between מַהַרְשָּ
רוּךְ ד׳ The praises of .אֱלִיעֶזֶר and נֺּחַ  s praise and the praises of’יִתְרוֹ  בָּ
offered by  ַנֺּח and אֱלִיעֶזֶר were said in response to their own personal 
situation. Their praise was regarding only one individual. ֹיִתְרו’s praise 
was about a miracle that was performed by ד׳ for a רַבִים, group. The 
miracle of קְרִיעַת יַם סוּף was a miracle that involved millions [600,000 

men and far more women and children]. ֹיִתְרו expressed gratitude and 
thanked ד׳ for saving רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ  is a far רַבִים regarding a ד׳ Praise of .כְּ
greater level of praise.

Another more fundamental question that needs to be 
addressed is that it seems difficult to understand why the א רָּ  גְמָּ
criticizes ל אֵּ כְלַל  for never having given praise. While מֺּשֶה and כְלַל יִשְרָּ
ל אֵּ  never said these exact words, are we to ignore the מֺּשֶה and יִשְרָּ
ה ל led מֺּשֶה song, that ,שִירָּ אֵּ  יַם סוּף split the ד׳ in singing after כְלַל יִשְרָּ
for them? Is their praise any less significant than the רוּךְ ד׳  that was בָּ
said by ֹיִתְרו?  
 R' Sholom MiRadomsk זַצַ״ל distinguishes between ֹיִתְרו’s 
praise and ל אֵּ ״א s praise that will answer the’כְלַל יִשְרָּ  s question’מַהַרְשָּ
as well as explain the א רָּ כְלַל  and מֺּשֶה He answers that .סַנְהֶדְרִין in גְמָּ
ל אֵּ  s deliverance of them from their’ד׳ were both deeply moved by יִשְרָּ
enemies. מֺּשֶה and ל אֵּ  s overwhelming sense of gratitude’כְלַל יִשְרָּ
inspired them to sing His praise. They thanked and lauded ד׳ for what 
He did for them. The א רָּ  was saying that their focus on the praise גְמָּ
was personal. Similarly,  ַנֺּח and אֱלִיעֶזֶר were also praising ד׳ only for the 
kindness or miracle that involved them personally. In contrast, ֹיִתְרו 
expressed gratitude in a yet uncharted area — “Who rescued you” — 
he thanked ד׳ for saving רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ  was the first to appreciate the יִתְרוֹ .כְּ
benefit that others had received, to give thanks to ד׳ for His actions on 
behalf of others.

Adapted (in part) from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission of Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum)
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  
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