
It was the last erev Shabbos of the 
Skolya Rebbe’s life, while the doctor 

was weighing the rebbe…

“I first arrived in New York a few days before Rosh 
Hashanah. I came to the Unites States with just my 

tallis and tefillin and a small bag. The bag contained 
a priceless heirloom becher from R’ Boruch Mezhibuz.”

“Immigrants from Galicia had 
fond memories of my davening…”

“After Shacharis... I went home to rest 
before Tekias Shofar and Mussaf.”

My son, in Shomayim they 
are weighing and checking on me 
too… Oy! I need a special zechus 
at this time… maybe, I have this 

one zechus…

I held firm and 
davened for the tzibbur 
as if the burglary never 
happened! I did not think 

about my loss for even one 
second! Maybe the zechus 
of that mussaf will now 

help me in shomayim.

The Rebbe’s an 
outstanding shliach 

tzibbur! His sweet voice 
is so full of feeling of 

love and awe of his 
Creator!!

Rebbe, the 
chevra need your 
chizuk at this time! 

Will you please be our 
shliach tzibbur for 

Rosh Hashanah?

Of course! 
Of course!

Oy vai! 
Someone has stolen 

R’ Boruchle’s becher …
Oy! The ganov doesn’t 

even know what he 
stole…

Ribono Shel Oilom! 
How will I be able to 

daven mussaf? My deep 
personal loss will surely 

affect my davening for 
the tzibbur!

5658-5739 1898-1979 yca wu

ן) ר׳ בָרוּךְ פִנְחָס was born in Brad, Czechoslovakia, to זַצַ״ל Rabinowitz ר׳ דָוִד יִצְחָק אײַזִיק ן אַחַר בֶּ  a direct ,בֶּ
descendant, of the Zlotchover Maggid זַצַ״ל) and ל בְרָכָה  דָוִד יִצְחָק אײַזִיק At the age of 14, young .חַיָה אֵיידעֶּ
received סְמִיכָה from ר׳ מֵאִיר Arik and other גְדוֹלֵי יִשְרָאֵל. After WWI, his father re-established the Skolye 
סְתֵר דְבוֹרָה in Vienna. He married חֲסִידוּת ד אֶּ בֶּ ה דָוִד Landau, daughter of יוֹכֶּ  of Burshtyn. After רָב the ,ר׳ מֺשֶּ
his father’s פְטִירָה in 1920, ר׳ דָוִד יִצְחָק אײַזִיק became the Rebbe. The חֲסִידוּת flourished in Vienna until WWII. 
In 1939, after a miraculous escape from the Nazis יִמַח שְמָם, he immigrated to the United States. In 1941, 
the Rebbe established one of the first chassidishe ְשטִיבלאַך in Williamsburg. In 1974, the Rebbe gave in 
to the requests of his children and settled in Boro Park. During the last five years of his life, his  בֵית
 תוֹרָה on 48th Street hummed with people. The Rebbe was known for his piety, genius and depth in מִדְרָש
learning. He authored מַח דָוִד  who ,זַצַ״ל of Zhvill הָרַב הַצַדִיק ר׳ שְלֹמֺה next to ,הַר הַזֵיתִים He is buried on .צֶּ

was also a ן ן אַחַר בֶּ  .of the Zlotchover Maggid בֶּ

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

R' Eliezer (also known as Laizer) זַצַ״ל was born in Chernian, 
Lithuania, to ר׳ אַבְרָהָם שְמוּאֵל Gordon, a תַלְמִיד of R' Chaim 
of Volozhin זַצַ״ל. He learned at R' Yisrael Salanter זַצַ״ל’s 

 'and R ,זַצַ״ל R' Simcha Zissel Ziv ,זַצַ״ל in Kovno with R' Yitzchak Blazer יְשִיבָה
Naftali Amsterdam זַצַ״ל. He first served as a רָב in Kovno for 3 months, 
before becoming the רָב of Kelm, where he opened a יְשִיבָה. Then he went 
to Slabodka for 6 months, and then to Telshe, to become the רָב and  ראֹש
 to help combat the מַשְגִיחַ  In 1897, he hired R' Leib Chasman as .יְשִיבָה
influence of the הַשְכָלָה. After a fire destroyed the Telshe יְשִיבָה, R' Laizer 
went to London on a fund raising mission and was נִפְטָר there. He was 
buried in the Edmonton Federation Cemetery in London.

 ד' אדר א 
5601 – 5670 
1841 – 1910 

As a youngster, ר׳ אֱלִיעֶזֶר גוֹרדוֹן זַצַ״ל learned in 
the יְשִיבָה of ר׳ יִשְרָאֵל סַלַנְטֶר זַצַ״ל in Kovno. 
Recognizing that ר׳ גוֹרדוֹן had the inborn 
traits of a ר׳ יִשְרָאֵל ,ראֹש יְשִיבָה trained him 
for this position and appointed ר׳ גוֹרדוֹן as a 
 Interestingly, twice .יְשִיבָה in the מַגִיד שִעוּר
 of a רָב was offered the position as ר׳ גוֹרדוֹן
prestigious city while he was learning and 
being supported by his father in law, but his 
father in law refused to let ר׳ גוֹרדוֹן accept, 
explaining to his family, "Who knows whether we 
are sustaining ר׳ גוֹרדוֹן with our money, or he is 
supporting us with his תּוֹרָה?” 

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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…וְרָצַע אֲדֹנָיו אֶת אָזְנוֹ בַמַרְצֵעַ … וְאִם אָמֹר יאֹמַר הָעֶבֶד אָהַבְתִי אֶת אֲדֹנִי   
If the servant will say, ‘I love my master’ … and the master 

shall pierce his ear lobe ( ו׳-שְמוֹת כ״א:ה׳ ).
quotes a well רַשִ״י known מְכִילְתָא to explain why ד׳ said that 

the ear should be pierced:  אָמַר רַבָן יוֹחָנָן בֶן זַכַאי אֹזֶן זאֹת שֶשָמְעָה עַל הַר
וְהָלַךְ וְגָנַב תֵרָצַע“ לאֹ תִגְנֹב”סִינַי   said: This ear that heard ר׳ יוֹחָנָן בֶן זַכַאי — 

at הַר סִינַי, ‘You shall not steal,’ and he went and stole, let it be pierced; 
וְהָלַךְ וְקָנָה “ כִי לִי בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל עֲבָדִים”וְאִם מוֹכֵר עַצְמוֹ אֹזֶן שֶשָמְעָה עַל הַר סִינַי  —
 ,הַר סִינַי and if he sold himself, the ear that heard at — אָדוֹן לְעַצְמוֹ תֵרָצַע
‘For the Children of Israel are slaves unto Me,’ and he went and 
acquired a master for himself, let it be pierced.”

There are only two possible reasons for a Jew to become an 
 a Jewish manservant: if a person was extremely poor and ,עֶבֶד עִבְרִי
needed money, he would sell himself to get some cash, or if the 
person stole an item and was penniless and could not return the 
original stolen object, בֵית דִין would sell him as a slave to raise the 
money to pay back the person from whom he stole. 

In the case of the poor person who sold himself, we pierce 
the ear to remind him about what he heard at הַר סִינַי. The ear heard  כִי
 ד׳ .are servants to Me יִשְרָאֵל Because the children of ,לִי בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל עֲבָדִים
wants בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל to be His servants and not servants of others. We 
pierce the ear of the poor man who stole an item and was unable to 
repay, to remind him of what he heard on הַר סִינַי. The ear heard  ֹלא
.You shall not steal, and this man stole ,תִגְנֹב

The question is, why is the piercing done after the עֶבֶד עִבְרִי 
has finished his term of service? Why are we piercing his ear to remind 
him about why he was originally sold? 

Both cases involve a poor man. One man sold himself to get 
money; the other simply could not resist the temptation and, in a very 
desperate moment, stole in order to obtain what he needed. We can 
understand such a person’s pain and what he must have been going 
through. 

As an עֶבֶד עִבְרִי, a person has a lower spiritual status than any 
Jew. Everything around him during the period he is an עֶבֶד reminds him 
that he must change his ways and do תְשוּבָה. When such individuals 
leave after their term of service has ended, ד׳ does not want them to 
suffer anymore and have an everlasting memory of the event. 
However, if after six years of service, an individual shows no regret 
about his unfortunate situation and he is happy with his 
circumstances, if he can say, “I love my master, I love my maidservant 
wife and her children”, then he clearly is showing that he does not 
have regret for his misdeed. He does not understand the lesson and 
has obviously missed the message of the last six years. In this case, we 
have to pierce his ear to remind him of what he heard with his ear at 
רָאֵל You shall not steal or For the children of ,הַר סִינַי  are servants to יִשְׂ
Me, and that being a servant is a lower spiritual level.

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission of Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum)

TorahThoughts
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

פרשה:  משפטים     מפטיר: במדבר כח:ט-טו     הפטרה: ...השמים כסאי... )ישעיהו סו:א-כד(

דף יומי: בבא קמא ק׳     משיב הרוח ומוריד הגשם     ותן טל ומטר לברכה     ברכי נפשי )שבת מנחה(

מצות תעשה: 23     מצות לא תעשה: 30

ב׳ דראש חודש אדר     חצי הלל     אתה יצרת  

משנכנס אדר מרבים בשמחה
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FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד ,תַּ

In 5633/1873 the Russian authorities 
insisted that all מְדִים  ,Hebrew teachers ,מְלַּ
complete an advanced course of secular studies 
by a certain date. As the deadline neared, some 
leading reform Jews, known as שְכִילִים  vocally ,מַּ
demanded that the decree be officially 
enforced, and that every חֵדֶר whose מְדִים  מְלַּ
hadn't met the requirements be closed. Since 
not a single מֵד  ,had enrolled in such a course מְלַּ
it was feared that all of the דָרִים  in Russia חַּ
would be shut down. 

Although R' Eliezer (Lazer) Gordon 
״ל צַּ גְדוֹלֵי  was still a young man at that time, the זַּ
 of Lithuania, R' Yitzchok Elchonon Spector יִשְרָאֵל
״ל צַּ ״ל R' Yehoshua Leib Diskin ,זַּ צַּ  and R' Yosef זַּ
Dov Soloveitchik ״ל צַּ  chose him to represent ,זַּ
them before the government. They sent him as 

their representative to go to St. Petersburg to 
try to annul the decree. Like דִיק צַּ  he ,יוֹסֵף הַּ
found favor in the eyes of the authorities and 
the שְכִילִים  were shocked and bitterly מַּ
resentful. 

Due to his success in this endeavor, 
the שְכִילִים  held their grudge and tried to מַּ
harass him when he became רָב of Kovno after 
his father in law's passing. The שְכִילִים  knew מַּ
that R' Gordon no longer had someone to 
support him and needed an income. They tried 
to make him resign by successfully influencing 
the town council not to pay him for his first 
three years as רָב since his father in law, who 
had been very wealthy, had never taken a 
salary. 

R' Spector, however, was eager to 
have R' Gordon serve as Kovno's רָב. He had his 

secretary, R' Yaakov Lipshitz, collect enough 
money to cover R' Gordon's salary for Three 
years. However, three months later R' Gordon 
accepted a position as רָב of Kelm, because it 
offered him a greater opportunity to strengthen 
 Before leaving Kovno, R' Gordon returned .תוֹרָה
all of the money he had received from R' 
Spector.
 My לְמִיד  .just look at the contrast ,תַּ
Those who are far from תוֹרָה live to promote 
חֲלֹקֶת  ד׳ division, while those who are close to ,מַּ
and His תוֹרָה   will travel far to be רְבֶה שָלוֹם  and מַּ
will pay money they do not owe, to prevent 
even a slight possibility of ill feelings!

יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!

,בְיְדִידוּת Your רֶבִי
Story adapted: Yated Ne’eman (with kind permission)

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

גִים מַזָל דָּ
דֶששׁ אֲדָר  רוֹאששׁ ח�וֹ

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

• The מַזָל of אֲדָר is דָגִים, fish. אֲדָר is one of three months for 
which the מַזָלוֹת are written in the plural form; the others 
are the מַזָלוֹת of אוּמִים נַיִם twins, and ,תְּ  .scales ,מאֺזְּ

 can be doubled (as it will be חֺדֶשׁ אֲדָר :explains סֵפֶר הַתוֹדָעָה  •
this year), so its מַזָל is doubled as well (although it can be 
written in singular form).

ContestThe 10th International Pirchei שמו"ת
אַלְמָנָה וְיָתוֹם לאֹ תְעַנּוּן )שְמוֹת כ״ב:כ״א(… 

You shall not persecute any widow or orphan.
One tear. Who can imagine the power and influence of a 

tear shed by a poor widow, grieving over her loss, which is magnified 
every time she senses the feelings of helplessness and loneliness that 
have now become her partners? The same feelings are felt by a 
young יָתוֹם who has no parents with which to share both pleasant 
and sad daily stories. ד׳ tenderly watches over these and other lonely 
individuals. He becomes their partner and grants them and their 
caregivers a special level of סִיַעְתָא דִשְמַיָא.

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞
It was a very difficult time for the Rebbetzin. Her husband, 

R' Yosef Dov HaLevi Soloveitchik (R' Berel), revered ראֹש יְשִיבָה of 
Yeshivas Brisk in יְרוּשָלַיִם, was seriously ill. The Rebbetzin did 
everything she could to make sure R’ Berel was as comfortable as 
possible. Every few minutes, she came to her husband’s bedside to 
see if he needed anything.

One day, R' Berel told his wife, “R' Yosef Loibler is not 
here.”

Thinking that she had not heard correctly, the Rebbetzin 
asked her husband to repeat what he had said. “R' Yosef Loibler is not 
here,” he repeated. The Rebbetzin did not understand.

The next day, R' Berel Soloveitchik, one of the great גָאוֹנִים 
of the generation, passed away. During the week of שִבְעָה, the 
Rebbetzin repeated her husband’s strange words to his illustrious 
brother, R' Dovid (himself a revered ראֹש יְשִיבָה). R' Dovid nodded his 
head knowingly. He explained:

He and R' Berel were great grandsons of R' Yosef Dov 
HaLevi Soloveitchik (R' Yoshe Ber), author of וִי ית הַלֵּ  R' Berel’s ,בֵּ
namesake.

As a youngster, Yoshe Ber came home from יְשִיבָה one day 
and declared, “I cannot learn תוֹרָה by this רֶבִי any longer!” He 
explained that the רֶבִי had tested the boys on their studies in class 
that morning and had offered a prize for the one who offered the 

most correct answers. Two boys had been tied for first place. One 
boy’s father was a wealthy member of the town’s Jewish community; 
the other boy was an orphan – he had no father. The רֶבִי awarded the 
prize to the rich man’s son.

Yoshe Ber became emotional as he asked his father, “How 
can I study תוֹרָה from a person who is not sensitive to the feelings of 
an orphan?”

While Yoshe Ber’s father knew that the רֶבִי had in fact 
erred, he nevertheless felt that this did not disqualify the רֶבִי as a 
 teacher and it was in his son’s best interest to continue studying תוֹרָה
under that רֶבִי, at least for the time being. That same day, Yoshe Ber’s 
father went and bought a prize, which he brought to the house of the 
 told the class that on the previous day, he רֶבִי The next day, the .רֶבִי
had had with him but one prize, and had given it randomly to the 
other boy. Now, he proudly presented a prize to the orphaned boy as 
well. Yoshe Ber was somewhat calmed by this and he continued to 
study under the רֶבִי.

Sometime later, young Yoshe Ber fell seriously ill and lapsed 
into a coma. While everyone prayed for the boy’s recovery, they 
feared the worst. Miraculously, the boy opened his eyes one morning 
and improved little by little until he completely recovered.

When he had fully recovered from his illness, he told his 
father that while he had been unconscious, he had seen the  ְמַלְאַך
 coming to take his soul. As the angel approached, its path was הַמָוֶת
blocked by R' Yosef Loibler, the deceased father of the orphan boy. 
“Stop!” R' Yosef Loibler had declared. “Let this boy live! It was he who 
spoke up for my little boy when his feelings had been so terribly 
hurt.” The מַלְאַךְ הַמָוֶת backed off and Yoshe Ber awoke shortly 
thereafter.

And so, as his great grandson R' Berel Soloveitchik felt his 
end drawing near, he had remarked to his wife, that he was not like 
his great grandfather; there was no R' Yosef Loibler to ask that he be 
granted a new lease on life in this world.

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

An Orphan's Pain
This week 14 of our 10th Annual Pirchei Newsletter International גּוּם אֶחָד תַרְׁ רָא וְׁ נַיִם מִקְׁ .contest שְׁ
In ים ,(חוֹבֶרֶת כ״ו תשע״ה:י) סֵפֶר אוֹר הַשַבָת  a child must ,חִנּוּךְ For .פָרָשָה was questioned regarding a child reviewing only part of a זַצַ״ל Kanievsky ר׳ חַיּׅ

normally fulfill the complete וָה גּוּם Regarding .מִצְׁ אֶחָד תַרְׁ רָא וְׁ נַיִם מִקְׁ ים ,שְׁ אַט“ was of the opinion that a child should be trained ר׳ חַיּׅ אַט לְׁ  in stages, similar to our — ”לְׁ
לִישִי 3rd grade (8+) until ,שֵנִי until פָרָשָה Contest: 1st and 2nd grade (6+) should complete the שוֹבָבִים בִיעִי 4th grade (9+) until ,שְׁ י 5th grade (10+) until  ,רְׁ  6th grade ,חֲמִיש ִ
(11+) until 7 ,שִשִיth and 8th grades (12+) complete the entire פָרָשָה. 

Is your school or city represented in the Pirchei International גּוּם אֶחָד תַרְׁ רָא וְׁ נַיִם מִקְׁ  contest? Every week is a new opportunity to enter this raffle! Any שְׁ
week you and your school can join and become part of this amazing ׳קִדּוּש ד . You can be part of hundreds of the children who are igniting the world with the כוּתְז  
of this unique וָה גוּדָּה אַחַתֲא as an מִצְׁ ! 

It is not too late to enter the contest. To become a part of this amazing קִדּוּש ד׳, please send a weekly fax to 718 506 9633 or email to 
shnayimmikracontest@gmail.com signed by a parent – include your grade, name, school, city, state, zip, contact and fax #, and which פָרָשָה. 

The list of contestants as of press time for first 13 weeks of the contest are:
Grade 1 – Yeshaya Gewirtz; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Baltimore, MD; Dovid Geisler; Lakewood Cheder School; Chaim Schneider; Yeshiva Ohr Yehuda; 
Lakewood, NJ; Aryeh Leib haCohen Schwartz; Yeshivas M’kor Boruch; Passaic, NJ; Mordechai Sonenzon; Tiferes Elimelech; Yosef Auerbach, Alexander Brecher, 
Michael Dovid Dratler, Menashe Freier, Yaakov Friedman, Michael Genuth, Moshe Tzvi Gestetner, Yehuda Goldring, Benny Gross, Simcha Haitanian, Daniel Hild, 
Eliyahu Himy, Yosef Horovitz, Ezra Joudai, Viggy Kalikstein, Eli Kupfer, Akiva Marcus, Yaakov Oberlander, Zev Ralbag, Yisroel Meir Rosenberg, Yitzchok Rosenfeld, 
Menachem Schachter, Yaakov Yosef Sherr, Ezra Shillian, Yitzchok Somerstein, Shlomo Sprung, Mordy Tepper, Avi Vogel, Mendy Westreich, Yechiel Weingarten, Eli 

Wilamowsky; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Shmuel Gruen, Eliyahu Margulies; Yeshivas Derech HaTorah; Cleveland, OH.
Grade 2 – David Shimon Ickovitz; Yeshiva Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Boruch Greenfield; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim (TA); Baltimore, MD; Zev Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas 
Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Avrohom Dov Hirsch; Tiferes Elimelech; Yisroel Willner, Yosef Willner; Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; Chananel Amira, Yoni Brody, Shmuel Cohen, 
Nachman Ettlinger, Meshulem Figdor, Zevi Fingerer, Eli Fried, Benny Gross, Yaakov Moshe Gross, Nossi Grossberger, Aron Pinchas Julonov, Moshe Katz, Ephraim 
Meir Kenigsburg, Chaim Moshe Klepfish, Akiva Kugielsky, Yosef Lederer, Aaron Marcus, Abie Methal, Sruly Miller, Shloimy Moskowitz, Nossi Paneth, Yisroel Perl, 
Elie Posen, Shlomo Ruzorsky, Binyomin Schwartz, Yaakov Sokel, Daniel Stern, Shloimie Strimber, Meir Wechselbaum, Yechiel Zahler, Eli Zaret; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; 

Brooklyn, NY.
Grade 3 – Yosef Shalom Kroll, Eli Mark, Elie Sadwin, Ephraim Silver, Zev Weinstok; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Baltimore, MD; Binyomin Schneider; Yeshiva Ohr 
Yehuda; Yehuda Amsel, Yitzi Compton, Yitzchok Deitel, Yisroel Feig, Meir Frank, Yisrael Zalman Frankel, Calev Gestetner, Meir Gluck, Yehuda Horowitz, Meir Karmel, 
Yehuda Kreitman, Moshe Dov Miller, Yechiel Mueller, Tzvi Rothenberg, Yaakov Dov Schmuckler, Eli Schonbrun, Mordechai Septimus, Yehuda Tress, Shaya 
Verschleiser; Yeshiva Toras Aron; Lakewood, NJ; Mordechai Shmuel Fisher; Talmud Torah Ohr Moshe; Shmuel Aharonof, Noam Ashur, Dovid Dafner, Ari Danzinger, 
Avner Davidoff, Dovi Deutsch, Yaakov Menachem Dratler, Yaakov Moshe Elkon, Aryeh Flam, Yehudah Ghoori, Yitzchak Gohari, Noach Goldshteyn, Zaki Goodman, 
Ari Greenberg, Rephael Himy, Avraham Yitzchak Kupfer, Daniel Lipschutz, Yosef Marcus, Menashe Salb, Kalman Spira, Shmuel Spitz; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; 

Brooklyn, NY; Asher Epstein; Fallsburg Cheder; Fallsburg, NY; Leibellah Hochhauser, Avrohom Dovid Solomon; Yeshivas Derech HaTorah; Cleveland, OH.
Grade 4 (UK) – Asher Yochanan Herskine; Keser Torah Boys School; Gateshead, UK.
Grade 4 – Ari Nachman Wheeler; Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Yaakov Zev Fogel, Yosef Guttenberg, Akiva Kaplan, Ephraim Krupp, Gavriel Siff, Aryeh Leib 
Slansky, Akiva Wolfish; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim (TA); Baltimore, MD; Dovid Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Yehuda Bachrach; Yeshivas M’kor 
Boruch; Passaic, NJ; Shlomie Sonenzon; Tiferes Elimelech; Menachem Blum, Efraim Danzger, Mordechai Egri, Zalman Dov Fried, Tzvi Goldman, Zalman Goldring, 
Moshe Gross, Yisroel Dovid Hirsch, Zevi Itzkowitz, Yisroel Shalom Julanov, Yaakov Kastner, Avi Kaufman, Daniel Kelman, Tzvi Kelman, Yerachmiel Landman, Efraim 
Ledereich, Yehuda Marcus, Chaim Markovitz, Shaya Rubinstein, Meir Sokel, Shmuel Sprung, Eli Stern, Yehoshua Stern, Abie Sussman, Shmuel Teller, Aryeh Yaiche, 
Netanel Zwick; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Yaakov Mordechai Fulda, Yisroel Meir Ganz; Siach Yitzchok; Far Rockaway, NY; Nochum Shimon Brown, Elisha 
Daniel, Simcha Leib Deal, Rephael Flaum, Nosson Tzvi Gewirtz, Mordechai Gold, Yehuda Gross, Elisha Iskowitz, Ahron Katz, Elan Levi, Shimon Orlian, Zev Schonkopf, 
Tzvi Schulman, Yehuda Shafran, Levi Sherman, Moshe Solomon, Raphie Weiss; Yeshiva Ketana of Long Island; Inwood, NY; Moshe Hochhauser, Avrohom Dovid 

Solomon; Yeshivas Derech HaTorah; Cleveland, OH; Avi Lindenbaum; Politz Yeshiva; Philadelphia, PA.
Grade 5 – Yosef Shalom Stern; Yeshiva Ketana of LA; Los Angeles, CA; Dovid Berman, Ari Gale, Shmuel Yaakov Herzog, Yedidya Kimche, Matis Mintz, Yossi Newman, 
Yisroel Novice, Shua Rubin, Baruch Silver, Eliyahu Weiner, Meir Yehuda, Tzvi Zakem; Yeshiva Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Avraham Abramson, Sheftel Beren, Aaron 
Bernstein, Shmuel Blashka, Yisrael Matan Cline, Yaakov Danziger, Aharon Flax, Izzy Greenberg, Avraham Hakakian, Elisha Hirsch, Yaakov Karimov, Abraham Kassin, 
Hershel Meir Kopel, Yehoshua Lavi, Tuvia Shalom Schwarz, Aryeh Silber, Menachem Sonnenblick, Yaakov Weiss; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim (TA); Yehuda Frieman, 
Kalman Hefter, Chaim Katz, Daniel Kraines, Naftali Kraines, Zevi Minkin, Yaakov Pianko, Eliyahu Rayman; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Eliezer Elkon, 
Yehuda Itzkowitz, Sruly Kolodny, Chaim Leibhard, Yisroel Moshe Levinson, Shlomo Paneth, Binyamin Leib Rodionov, Gavriel Spitz, Gavriel Worenklein, Mordechai 
Yifat, Yehuda Yifat; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Dovid Bachrach, Yehuda Lazarowitz; Yeshivas M’kor Boruch; Passaic, NJ; Avraham Abba Freedman, Shmuel 
Bodner, Yisroel Borenstein, Zelly Elbaum, Chaim Gold, Meir Gruen, Aryeh Zev Hochhauser, Ephraim Jacobovitch, Yosef Shalom Katz, Dovid Kleinbart, Yehuda Aryeh 
Kleinman, Noach Lerman, Yisroel Margulies, Moshe Yehuda Nisenbaum, Shmuel Posner, Elazar Sheinis; Yeshivas Derech HaTorah; Cleveland, OH;  Yitzchok Binder; 

Yeshiva Yesodei HaTorah; Toronto, ON; Yosef Newman; Politz Yeshiva; Philadelphia, PA.
Grade 6 – Avrohom Yaakov Ickovitz; Yaakov Eliyahu Naiman, Amrom Novice; Yeshiva Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Elazar Meir Dashevsky, Yoel Goldstein, Nachshon 
Grayman, Menachem Marcus, Akiva Morris, Reuven Newman, Yakov Newmark, Aaron David Richards, Yehuda Rubin, Noach Salzberg, Avi  Scherer, Dovi Shulman, 
Shlomo Steinharter, Baruch Tessler; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Zecharia Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Meshilem Zev Fisher; Talmud 
Torah Ohr Moshe; Reuven Ginsberg; The Cheder; Eli Sonenzon; Tiferes Elimelech; Shimmy Lowy; Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; Shmuel Perlman; Yeshiva Ketana of 
Bensonhurst; Aryeh Davis, Baruch Deutsch, Binyomin Elkon, Sholom Friedman, Moshe Yehoshua Gifter, Dov Ber (Dovi) Lewin, Shimon Yhukanov; Yeshiva Torah 
Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Betzalel Alter, Shaul Geller, Yaakov Kaminsky, Avrohom Lehman, Moshe Miller, Avrohom Boruch Rottenberg, Menachem Spira; Yeshiva Bais 
Dovid; Monsey, NY; Chaim Gold; Hebrew Academy; Cleveland, OH; David Azoulay, Dovid Yitzchok Benmergui, Aharon Pinchos Botnick, Meshulem Yoel Braun, 
Yechiel Buksbaum, Shimmi Diamant, Yehuda Ehrlichster, Shlomo Enkin, Elazar Gestetner, Aryeh Grossman, Shmaya Grunfeld, Dovid Halperin, Meir Tzvi 
Handelsman, Shmuel Hirsch, Mordechai Isaacs, Naftali Kestenbaum, Shmuel Kestenbaum, Yona Krongold, Aaron Kuznicki, Yosef Yitzchock Lifshits, Menachem 
Lipsett, Elazar Malaib, Yosef Shalom Merzel, Shraga Nathan, Shimon Yehuda Ochs, Yaakov Ouzzan, Elazar Pam, Refoel Moshe Paretzky, Eliezer Reiss, Yaakov 
Nosson Rosen, Yonah Schaumer, Pinny Scheinberg, Eliezer Schloss, Dovid Silberstein, Ephraim Silver, Eliyahu Simon, Yitzi Sobel, Naftuli Weiss, Dovid Yavorsky, 

Yaakov Yefet; Yeshiva Yesodei HaTorah; Toronto, ON.
Grade 7 –  Avinoam Glass; Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Yosef Slansky; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim (TA); Menachem Gale; Yeshiva Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Shalom 
Barth, Netanel Berkowitz, Betzalel Cohen, Daniel Herman, Shraga Kraines, Akiva Krohn, Chaim Newmark, Yaakov Paige, Yaakov Tzvi Rayman, Eliezer Dov Saitowitz, 
Akiva Asher Shafranovich; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Yisroel Meir Ginsberg; The Cheder; Yitzchok Lowy; Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; Brooklyn, NY; Yaakov 
Heitner; Cheder D’Monsey; Spring Valley, NY; Shlomo Zalman Zigun; Yeshivas Derech HaTorah; Cleveland, OH; Tzvi Alon, Yehuda Belsky, Mordechai Eliyahu Braun, 
Binyomin Cohen, Mordechai Sender Colman, Asher Elkaim, Dovid Enkin, Shimon Felder, Elazar Garfunkel, Meir Simcha Golub, Dovid Grossmann, Avrom Grunfeld, 
Shmuly Kaplan, Eli Katz, Nesanel Katz, Yosef Zalman Kozak, Chaim Krupnik, Eli Reichmann, Elchonon Zev Rosen, Yisroel Meir Rothstein, Nosson Meyer Rubanov, 
Kalman Rubner, Boruch Ber Rudner, Meir Simcha Schuster, Dvir Shukroon, Yehuda Spivak, Yosef Ullman, Eli Meir Weiss, Meir Wiesenfeld, Yehuda Zauderer, Ari 

Zimmerman; Yeshiva Yesodei HaTorah; Toronto, ON. 
Grade 8 –  Dovi Nitekman, Zev Weinberg; Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Yisroel Bloch, Yaakov Zev Greenfield; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim (TA); Moshe Kraines, 
Yakir Lazar, Aharon Markowitz, Shmuel Morris, Yitzchok Rayman, Avi Isaac Schwartz; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Yitzchok Friedman, Pesach 
Gartenhaus, Yonah Zev Gewirtzman, Boruch Ber Landau, Simcha Zissel Levovitz, Yitzchok Avraham Perlstein, Yehoshua Mattisyahu Rockove, Moshe Rubinfeld, 
Yehoshua Heschel Schamovic, Michel Yehuda Schustal, Moishe Schwarcz; Lakewood Cheder School; Avraham Rupp; Yeshiva Even Yisroel; Meir Waldman; Yeshiva 
Shagas Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Avrohom Chaim Toplan; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonhurst; Brooklyn, NY; Yitzchok Teichman; Bais Mikroh; Monsey, NY; Zevi Aizental, 
Dovid Anhang, Avraham Berkowitz, Chaim Asher Bitterman, Nochum Brodsky, Avraham Chaim Buksbaum, Moshe Bursztyn, Eliezer Czermak, Mordechai 
Menachem Dworetsky, Dovid Feldman, Yechiel Frankel, Gershon Gartenhaus, Yosef Greenberg, Menachem Gross, Meir Kestenbaum, Raham Kotliarov, Shmuel 
Yosef Labkovsky, Yaakov Lindo, Eli Marder, Shmuli Meisels, Moshe Yisroel Merzel, Yiddle Milevsky, Gavriel Oberstein, Raphael Pavel, Yerucham Rothenberg, Levi 

Simcha Sachs, Meir Simon, David Turtel; Yeshiva Yesodei HaTorah; Toronto, ON.



  

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד ,תַּ

In 5633/1873 the Russian authorities 
insisted that all מְדִים  ,Hebrew teachers ,מְלַּ
complete an advanced course of secular studies 
by a certain date. As the deadline neared, some 
leading reform Jews, known as שְכִילִים  vocally ,מַּ
demanded that the decree be officially 
enforced, and that every חֵדֶר whose מְדִים  מְלַּ
hadn't met the requirements be closed. Since 
not a single מֵד  ,had enrolled in such a course מְלַּ
it was feared that all of the דָרִים  in Russia חַּ
would be shut down. 

Although R' Eliezer (Lazer) Gordon 
״ל צַּ גְדוֹלֵי  was still a young man at that time, the זַּ
 of Lithuania, R' Yitzchok Elchonon Spector יִשְרָאֵל
״ל צַּ ״ל R' Yehoshua Leib Diskin ,זַּ צַּ  and R' Yosef זַּ
Dov Soloveitchik ״ל צַּ  chose him to represent ,זַּ
them before the government. They sent him as 

their representative to go to St. Petersburg to 
try to annul the decree. Like דִיק צַּ  he ,יוֹסֵף הַּ
found favor in the eyes of the authorities and 
the שְכִילִים  were shocked and bitterly מַּ
resentful. 

Due to his success in this endeavor, 
the שְכִילִים  held their grudge and tried to מַּ
harass him when he became רָב of Kovno after 
his father in law's passing. The שְכִילִים  knew מַּ
that R' Gordon no longer had someone to 
support him and needed an income. They tried 
to make him resign by successfully influencing 
the town council not to pay him for his first 
three years as רָב since his father in law, who 
had been very wealthy, had never taken a 
salary. 

R' Spector, however, was eager to 
have R' Gordon serve as Kovno's רָב. He had his 

secretary, R' Yaakov Lipshitz, collect enough 
money to cover R' Gordon's salary for Three 
years. However, three months later R' Gordon 
accepted a position as רָב of Kelm, because it 
offered him a greater opportunity to strengthen 
 Before leaving Kovno, R' Gordon returned .תוֹרָה
all of the money he had received from R' 
Spector.
 My לְמִיד  .just look at the contrast ,תַּ
Those who are far from תוֹרָה live to promote 
חֲלֹקֶת  ד׳ division, while those who are close to ,מַּ
and His תוֹרָה   will travel far to be רְבֶה שָלוֹם  and מַּ
will pay money they do not owe, to prevent 
even a slight possibility of ill feelings!

יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!

,בְיְדִידוּת Your רֶבִי
Story adapted: Yated Ne’eman (with kind permission)

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

גִים מַזָל דָּ
דֶששׁ אֲדָר  רוֹאששׁ ח�וֹ

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

• The מַזָל of אֲדָר is דָגִים, fish. אֲדָר is one of three months for 
which the מַזָלוֹת are written in the plural form; the others 
are the מַזָלוֹת of אוּמִים נַיִם twins, and ,תְּ  .scales ,מאֺזְּ

 can be doubled (as it will be חֺדֶשׁ אֲדָר :explains סֵפֶר הַתוֹדָעָה  •
this year), so its מַזָל is doubled as well (although it can be 
written in singular form).

ContestThe 10th International Pirchei שמו"ת
אַלְמָנָה וְיָתוֹם לאֹ תְעַנּוּן )שְמוֹת כ״ב:כ״א(… 

You shall not persecute any widow or orphan.
One tear. Who can imagine the power and influence of a 

tear shed by a poor widow, grieving over her loss, which is magnified 
every time she senses the feelings of helplessness and loneliness that 
have now become her partners? The same feelings are felt by a 
young יָתוֹם who has no parents with which to share both pleasant 
and sad daily stories. ד׳ tenderly watches over these and other lonely 
individuals. He becomes their partner and grants them and their 
caregivers a special level of סִיַעְתָא דִשְמַיָא.

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞
It was a very difficult time for the Rebbetzin. Her husband, 

R' Yosef Dov HaLevi Soloveitchik (R' Berel), revered ראֹש יְשִיבָה of 
Yeshivas Brisk in יְרוּשָלַיִם, was seriously ill. The Rebbetzin did 
everything she could to make sure R’ Berel was as comfortable as 
possible. Every few minutes, she came to her husband’s bedside to 
see if he needed anything.

One day, R' Berel told his wife, “R' Yosef Loibler is not 
here.”

Thinking that she had not heard correctly, the Rebbetzin 
asked her husband to repeat what he had said. “R' Yosef Loibler is not 
here,” he repeated. The Rebbetzin did not understand.

The next day, R' Berel Soloveitchik, one of the great גָאוֹנִים 
of the generation, passed away. During the week of שִבְעָה, the 
Rebbetzin repeated her husband’s strange words to his illustrious 
brother, R' Dovid (himself a revered ראֹש יְשִיבָה). R' Dovid nodded his 
head knowingly. He explained:

He and R' Berel were great grandsons of R' Yosef Dov 
HaLevi Soloveitchik (R' Yoshe Ber), author of וִי ית הַלֵּ  R' Berel’s ,בֵּ
namesake.

As a youngster, Yoshe Ber came home from יְשִיבָה one day 
and declared, “I cannot learn תוֹרָה by this רֶבִי any longer!” He 
explained that the רֶבִי had tested the boys on their studies in class 
that morning and had offered a prize for the one who offered the 

most correct answers. Two boys had been tied for first place. One 
boy’s father was a wealthy member of the town’s Jewish community; 
the other boy was an orphan – he had no father. The רֶבִי awarded the 
prize to the rich man’s son.

Yoshe Ber became emotional as he asked his father, “How 
can I study תוֹרָה from a person who is not sensitive to the feelings of 
an orphan?”

While Yoshe Ber’s father knew that the רֶבִי had in fact 
erred, he nevertheless felt that this did not disqualify the רֶבִי as a 
 teacher and it was in his son’s best interest to continue studying תוֹרָה
under that רֶבִי, at least for the time being. That same day, Yoshe Ber’s 
father went and bought a prize, which he brought to the house of the 
 told the class that on the previous day, he רֶבִי The next day, the .רֶבִי
had had with him but one prize, and had given it randomly to the 
other boy. Now, he proudly presented a prize to the orphaned boy as 
well. Yoshe Ber was somewhat calmed by this and he continued to 
study under the רֶבִי.

Sometime later, young Yoshe Ber fell seriously ill and lapsed 
into a coma. While everyone prayed for the boy’s recovery, they 
feared the worst. Miraculously, the boy opened his eyes one morning 
and improved little by little until he completely recovered.

When he had fully recovered from his illness, he told his 
father that while he had been unconscious, he had seen the  ְמַלְאַך
 coming to take his soul. As the angel approached, its path was הַמָוֶת
blocked by R' Yosef Loibler, the deceased father of the orphan boy. 
“Stop!” R' Yosef Loibler had declared. “Let this boy live! It was he who 
spoke up for my little boy when his feelings had been so terribly 
hurt.” The מַלְאַךְ הַמָוֶת backed off and Yoshe Ber awoke shortly 
thereafter.

And so, as his great grandson R' Berel Soloveitchik felt his 
end drawing near, he had remarked to his wife, that he was not like 
his great grandfather; there was no R' Yosef Loibler to ask that he be 
granted a new lease on life in this world.

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

An Orphan's Pain
This week 14 of our 10th Annual Pirchei Newsletter International גּוּם אֶחָד תַרְׁ רָא וְׁ נַיִם מִקְׁ .contest שְׁ
In ים ,(חוֹבֶרֶת כ״ו תשע״ה:י) סֵפֶר אוֹר הַשַבָת  a child must ,חִנּוּךְ For .פָרָשָה was questioned regarding a child reviewing only part of a זַצַ״ל Kanievsky ר׳ חַיּׅ

normally fulfill the complete וָה גּוּם Regarding .מִצְׁ אֶחָד תַרְׁ רָא וְׁ נַיִם מִקְׁ ים ,שְׁ אַט“ was of the opinion that a child should be trained ר׳ חַיּׅ אַט לְׁ  in stages, similar to our — ”לְׁ
לִישִי 3rd grade (8+) until ,שֵנִי until פָרָשָה Contest: 1st and 2nd grade (6+) should complete the שוֹבָבִים בִיעִי 4th grade (9+) until ,שְׁ י 5th grade (10+) until  ,רְׁ  6th grade ,חֲמִיש ִ
(11+) until 7 ,שִשִיth and 8th grades (12+) complete the entire פָרָשָה. 

Is your school or city represented in the Pirchei International גּוּם אֶחָד תַרְׁ רָא וְׁ נַיִם מִקְׁ  contest? Every week is a new opportunity to enter this raffle! Any שְׁ
week you and your school can join and become part of this amazing ׳קִדּוּש ד . You can be part of hundreds of the children who are igniting the world with the כוּתְז  
of this unique וָה גוּדָּה אַחַתֲא as an מִצְׁ ! 

It is not too late to enter the contest. To become a part of this amazing קִדּוּש ד׳, please send a weekly fax to 718 506 9633 or email to 
shnayimmikracontest@gmail.com signed by a parent – include your grade, name, school, city, state, zip, contact and fax #, and which פָרָשָה. 

The list of contestants as of press time for first 13 weeks of the contest are:
Grade 1 – Yeshaya Gewirtz; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Baltimore, MD; Dovid Geisler; Lakewood Cheder School; Chaim Schneider; Yeshiva Ohr Yehuda; 
Lakewood, NJ; Aryeh Leib haCohen Schwartz; Yeshivas M’kor Boruch; Passaic, NJ; Mordechai Sonenzon; Tiferes Elimelech; Yosef Auerbach, Alexander Brecher, 
Michael Dovid Dratler, Menashe Freier, Yaakov Friedman, Michael Genuth, Moshe Tzvi Gestetner, Yehuda Goldring, Benny Gross, Simcha Haitanian, Daniel Hild, 
Eliyahu Himy, Yosef Horovitz, Ezra Joudai, Viggy Kalikstein, Eli Kupfer, Akiva Marcus, Yaakov Oberlander, Zev Ralbag, Yisroel Meir Rosenberg, Yitzchok Rosenfeld, 
Menachem Schachter, Yaakov Yosef Sherr, Ezra Shillian, Yitzchok Somerstein, Shlomo Sprung, Mordy Tepper, Avi Vogel, Mendy Westreich, Yechiel Weingarten, Eli 

Wilamowsky; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Shmuel Gruen, Eliyahu Margulies; Yeshivas Derech HaTorah; Cleveland, OH.
Grade 2 – David Shimon Ickovitz; Yeshiva Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Boruch Greenfield; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim (TA); Baltimore, MD; Zev Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas 
Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Avrohom Dov Hirsch; Tiferes Elimelech; Yisroel Willner, Yosef Willner; Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; Chananel Amira, Yoni Brody, Shmuel Cohen, 
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It was the last erev Shabbos of the 
Skolya Rebbe’s life, while the doctor 

was weighing the rebbe…

“I first arrived in New York a few days before Rosh 
Hashanah. I came to the Unites States with just my 

tallis and tefillin and a small bag. The bag contained 
a priceless heirloom becher from R’ Boruch Mezhibuz.”

“Immigrants from Galicia had 
fond memories of my davening…”

“After Shacharis... I went home to rest 
before Tekias Shofar and Mussaf.”

My son, in Shomayim they 
are weighing and checking on me 
too… Oy! I need a special zechus 
at this time… maybe, I have this 

one zechus…

I held firm and 
davened for the tzibbur 
as if the burglary never 
happened! I did not think 

about my loss for even one 
second! Maybe the zechus 
of that mussaf will now 

help me in shomayim.

The Rebbe’s an 
outstanding shliach 

tzibbur! His sweet voice 
is so full of feeling of 

love and awe of his 
Creator!!

Rebbe, the 
chevra need your 
chizuk at this time! 

Will you please be our 
shliach tzibbur for 

Rosh Hashanah?

Of course! 
Of course!

Oy vai! 
Someone has stolen 

R’ Boruchle’s becher …
Oy! The ganov doesn’t 

even know what he 
stole…

Ribono Shel Oilom! 
How will I be able to 

daven mussaf? My deep 
personal loss will surely 

affect my davening for 
the tzibbur!

5658-5739 1898-1979 yca wu

ן) ר׳ בָרוּךְ פִנְחָס was born in Brad, Czechoslovakia, to זַצַ״ל Rabinowitz ר׳ דָוִד יִצְחָק אײַזִיק ן אַחַר בֶּ  a direct ,בֶּ
descendant, of the Zlotchover Maggid זַצַ״ל) and ל בְרָכָה  דָוִד יִצְחָק אײַזִיק At the age of 14, young .חַיָה אֵיידעֶּ
received סְמִיכָה from ר׳ מֵאִיר Arik and other גְדוֹלֵי יִשְרָאֵל. After WWI, his father re-established the Skolye 
סְתֵר דְבוֹרָה in Vienna. He married חֲסִידוּת ד אֶּ בֶּ ה דָוִד Landau, daughter of יוֹכֶּ  of Burshtyn. After רָב the ,ר׳ מֺשֶּ
his father’s פְטִירָה in 1920, ר׳ דָוִד יִצְחָק אײַזִיק became the Rebbe. The חֲסִידוּת flourished in Vienna until WWII. 
In 1939, after a miraculous escape from the Nazis יִמַח שְמָם, he immigrated to the United States. In 1941, 
the Rebbe established one of the first chassidishe ְשטִיבלאַך in Williamsburg. In 1974, the Rebbe gave in 
to the requests of his children and settled in Boro Park. During the last five years of his life, his  בֵית
 תוֹרָה on 48th Street hummed with people. The Rebbe was known for his piety, genius and depth in מִדְרָש
learning. He authored מַח דָוִד  who ,זַצַ״ל of Zhvill הָרַב הַצַדִיק ר׳ שְלֹמֺה next to ,הַר הַזֵיתִים He is buried on .צֶּ

was also a ן ן אַחַר בֶּ  .of the Zlotchover Maggid בֶּ

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

R' Eliezer (also known as Laizer) זַצַ״ל was born in Chernian, 
Lithuania, to ר׳ אַבְרָהָם שְמוּאֵל Gordon, a תַלְמִיד of R' Chaim 
of Volozhin זַצַ״ל. He learned at R' Yisrael Salanter זַצַ״ל’s 

 'and R ,זַצַ״ל R' Simcha Zissel Ziv ,זַצַ״ל in Kovno with R' Yitzchak Blazer יְשִיבָה
Naftali Amsterdam זַצַ״ל. He first served as a רָב in Kovno for 3 months, 
before becoming the רָב of Kelm, where he opened a יְשִיבָה. Then he went 
to Slabodka for 6 months, and then to Telshe, to become the רָב and  ראֹש
 to help combat the מַשְגִיחַ  In 1897, he hired R' Leib Chasman as .יְשִיבָה
influence of the הַשְכָלָה. After a fire destroyed the Telshe יְשִיבָה, R' Laizer 
went to London on a fund raising mission and was נִפְטָר there. He was 
buried in the Edmonton Federation Cemetery in London.

 ד' אדר א 
5601 – 5670 
1841 – 1910 

As a youngster, ר׳ אֱלִיעֶזֶר גוֹרדוֹן זַצַ״ל learned in 
the יְשִיבָה of ר׳ יִשְרָאֵל סַלַנְטֶר זַצַ״ל in Kovno. 
Recognizing that ר׳ גוֹרדוֹן had the inborn 
traits of a ר׳ יִשְרָאֵל ,ראֹש יְשִיבָה trained him 
for this position and appointed ר׳ גוֹרדוֹן as a 
 Interestingly, twice .יְשִיבָה in the מַגִיד שִעוּר
 of a רָב was offered the position as ר׳ גוֹרדוֹן
prestigious city while he was learning and 
being supported by his father in law, but his 
father in law refused to let ר׳ גוֹרדוֹן accept, 
explaining to his family, "Who knows whether we 
are sustaining ר׳ גוֹרדוֹן with our money, or he is 
supporting us with his תּוֹרָה?” 
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…וְרָצַע אֲדֹנָיו אֶת אָזְנוֹ בַמַרְצֵעַ … וְאִם אָמֹר יאֹמַר הָעֶבֶד אָהַבְתִי אֶת אֲדֹנִי   
If the servant will say, ‘I love my master’ … and the master 

shall pierce his ear lobe ( ו׳-שְמוֹת כ״א:ה׳ ).
quotes a well רַשִ״י known מְכִילְתָא to explain why ד׳ said that 

the ear should be pierced:  אָמַר רַבָן יוֹחָנָן בֶן זַכַאי אֹזֶן זאֹת שֶשָמְעָה עַל הַר
וְהָלַךְ וְגָנַב תֵרָצַע“ לאֹ תִגְנֹב”סִינַי   said: This ear that heard ר׳ יוֹחָנָן בֶן זַכַאי — 

at הַר סִינַי, ‘You shall not steal,’ and he went and stole, let it be pierced; 
וְהָלַךְ וְקָנָה “ כִי לִי בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל עֲבָדִים”וְאִם מוֹכֵר עַצְמוֹ אֹזֶן שֶשָמְעָה עַל הַר סִינַי  —
 ,הַר סִינַי and if he sold himself, the ear that heard at — אָדוֹן לְעַצְמוֹ תֵרָצַע
‘For the Children of Israel are slaves unto Me,’ and he went and 
acquired a master for himself, let it be pierced.”

There are only two possible reasons for a Jew to become an 
 a Jewish manservant: if a person was extremely poor and ,עֶבֶד עִבְרִי
needed money, he would sell himself to get some cash, or if the 
person stole an item and was penniless and could not return the 
original stolen object, בֵית דִין would sell him as a slave to raise the 
money to pay back the person from whom he stole. 

In the case of the poor person who sold himself, we pierce 
the ear to remind him about what he heard at הַר סִינַי. The ear heard  כִי
 ד׳ .are servants to Me יִשְרָאֵל Because the children of ,לִי בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל עֲבָדִים
wants בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל to be His servants and not servants of others. We 
pierce the ear of the poor man who stole an item and was unable to 
repay, to remind him of what he heard on הַר סִינַי. The ear heard  ֹלא
.You shall not steal, and this man stole ,תִגְנֹב

The question is, why is the piercing done after the עֶבֶד עִבְרִי 
has finished his term of service? Why are we piercing his ear to remind 
him about why he was originally sold? 

Both cases involve a poor man. One man sold himself to get 
money; the other simply could not resist the temptation and, in a very 
desperate moment, stole in order to obtain what he needed. We can 
understand such a person’s pain and what he must have been going 
through. 

As an עֶבֶד עִבְרִי, a person has a lower spiritual status than any 
Jew. Everything around him during the period he is an עֶבֶד reminds him 
that he must change his ways and do תְשוּבָה. When such individuals 
leave after their term of service has ended, ד׳ does not want them to 
suffer anymore and have an everlasting memory of the event. 
However, if after six years of service, an individual shows no regret 
about his unfortunate situation and he is happy with his 
circumstances, if he can say, “I love my master, I love my maidservant 
wife and her children”, then he clearly is showing that he does not 
have regret for his misdeed. He does not understand the lesson and 
has obviously missed the message of the last six years. In this case, we 
have to pierce his ear to remind him of what he heard with his ear at 
רָאֵל You shall not steal or For the children of ,הַר סִינַי  are servants to יִשְׂ
Me, and that being a servant is a lower spiritual level.

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission of Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum)
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

פרשה:  משפטים     מפטיר: במדבר כח:ט-טו     הפטרה: ...השמים כסאי... )ישעיהו סו:א-כד(

דף יומי: בבא קמא ק׳     משיב הרוח ומוריד הגשם     ותן טל ומטר לברכה     ברכי נפשי )שבת מנחה(

מצות תעשה: 23     מצות לא תעשה: 30

ב׳ דראש חודש אדר     חצי הלל     אתה יצרת  

משנכנס אדר מרבים בשמחה
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